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Grab your Bibles, and let's go to Luke 18:18-27 as we pick back up in our study of Luke. 
Luke 18:18-27. I have one other Sunday that I am going to spend helping one of our 
church partners. I've had a little more time out of the pulpit, I guess, since January 
helping our plants and partners than I normally do but I have one other before my 
extended break in July and thank you for being patient with me. Only two of you have 
complained, so that's pretty good so far. No, they were more tongue in cheek than 
anything. But when you voted unanimously 30 years ago that God might let us be a 
Biblical church that He would use to impact others, He is doing that. And with that vision 
is you've got to have a little unselfishness toward your senior pastor to mentor and 
encourage these folks and a lot of them have come a long way. We have seen some 
fantastic things happen in these church plants and church partners that we have developed 
through the years. But they face warfare, and battles, and difficulties, and we know what 
that feels like, Amen? Those are tough days. And so, my heart goes out to them, and I 
like to help some. You're my priority. Please understand that, but I'm not just goofing off 
every time I'm gone. Usually, I'm preaching more times than I would preach if I was here. 
I did take one Sunday because my baby girl is home from college for a short stay, and we 
wanted to do a vacation week together. So, anyway, I've cleared my conscience now, so 
I'll go further. 

Alright, Luke 18 beginning in verse 18. 

"A ruler questioned Him, saying, 'Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?' And Jesus said to him, 'Why do you call Me good? No one is 
good except God alone. You know the commandments, "Do not commit 
adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor 
your father and mother."' And he said, 'All these things I have kept from 
my youth.' When Jesus heard this, He said to him, 'One thing you still 
lack; sell all that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.' But when he had heard 
these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. And Jesus 
looked at him and said, 'How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter 
the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.' They who heard 
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it said, 'Then who can be saved?' But He said, 'The things that are 
impossible with people are possible with God.'"

I've entitled this "The Foolish Worldling." The foolish worldling. Now, a worldling is 
that one who only functions by worldly wisdom, wisdom that comes from man, out of the 
earth you might say. And that is in contrast to true wisdom, or heavenly wisdom, which 
comes from God, or in effect comes out of heaven. An example is James 3:15. James 
refers to a wisdom that is not that which comes from above, that would be true godly 
wisdom, but it's a wisdom that is earthly, natural, and demonic. It's actually not wisdom 
at all, he's using it as a figure of speech. There's the wisdom of man in the earth that's 
foolish, and then there is the true wisdom of God that's always, of course, all wise. 

1 Corinthians 2:14, "But a natural man," that's one who is not born again, one who cannot 
receive the true wisdom of God yet, the "natural man does not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because 
they are spiritually appraised." So he shows the two great contrasts. And there is a great 
gulf between them, earthly wisdom and heavenly wisdom. Now look folks, a lot of folks 
who are functioning only in worldliness and earthly wisdom are very religious and wear 
the tag Christian, but they are still just in earthly, or worldly, wisdom. They just put a 
cosmetic of Christianity on the outside of that worldly wisdom. You see, proud 
worldlings, like this rich ruler, we find out he's young from another Gospel account, this 
rich young ruler is a proud worldling and he assumes that he knows and understands the 
things of God and the way to God, but in reality what he knows is foolishness. He knows, 
really, nothing at all. 

Now let's look at some things together. I. Let's understand something of his foolish and 
false view of Jesus. That's one reason why he's a worldling. Now, being a worldling 
doesn't mean that he is knowledgeable, as a matter of fact, that's all he can be. Before you 
are born again and the Spirit of God illumines your heart and your understanding, you 
can't know anything but worldly wisdom and everything you know of Christianity is just 
a worldly understanding of Christianity and that's where this fellow is and we see his 
worldly foolishness in that he does not understand who Jesus is. Folks, look: we have a 
lot going on in professing Christendom today, and I challenge you dads to be wise and 
mature to know the difference between a person who throws around the name Jesus and 
throws a few Scriptures around, but, really, they don't know what they're talking about. 
They're not really talking about Jesus as He has revealed Himself in the Word of God and 
that's kind of where this fellow is. For example, in verse 18, he comes up to Jesus, and he 
says, "Good teacher." And that's all he says. Now, we know from the following context, 
he doesn't understand anything more than Jesus, than He's a good teacher. That's a foolish 
and false notion when you call Jesus just a good teacher, because it's untrue because of 
what it leaves out and my goodness that needs to be thought on today as you hear and 
discern teaching and preaching that goes on in our world today. Often they will say some 
good stuff but it becomes in error and foolish because of the things that they leave out. If 
I preach to you for months about the glorious love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ, I 
would say that's a good thing. But if I never preached to you about the sinful depravity 
and the wicked offensiveness of man before God, I've left out something essential and it 
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really cancels out the good I've said about Christ, because you can't know your dire need 
for Christ until you know your dire condition before a holy God. That's sort of this 
fellow. He's got one little part right, but he missed the whole thing. He's missed the forest 
for the trees here. I mean, to look at Jesus as a good teacher yet miss His deity, that He's 
God incarnate, and miss that He holds the office as the only one true Prophet, Priest, and 
King and as you're going through Hebrews, you're going to see that over, and over, and 
over again that the Old Testament had prophets, and priests, and kings, but Jesus is the 
only true prophet, priest, and king, the only true Savior of the world. If you just know 
Him as a good teacher and miss all of that, you've missed everything. 

You know that we follow athletics in my household, and we've always been big fans of 
the Lady Vols of the University of Tennessee and Pat Summitt, who is the coach there, 
the winningest basketball coach in all of history. She's in the Hall of Fame. The streets 
are named after her. I had a little niece one time who did a report on Pat Summitt. She got 
up to give her little report, and she concluded, "The thing you need to know about Pat 
Summitt is she enjoyed athletics." Well, if that's all you've said, you've missed, yeah 
that's true, but you've missed the whole thing! This is the winningest coach in the history 
of basketball. Eight national championships. So if you just get a little part, though it may 
be true, but miss the main part, you've missed everything. This fellow had a very worldly 
and, if you will, foolish understanding of who Jesus is as he just says, "Good teacher." By 
the way, when you come up to Jesus and you know who He is, the first thing you do is 
fall on your face, not debate with Him about theology. 

Number 2: note his foolish and false understanding of himself. Of himself. Well, that's 
the problem I have with these so called liberal progressives. They're actually not 
progressive, they're digressive, but they think they're progressive. When these liberals 
come out and give us all these things that are going to help our culture, and help our 
society, and bring equality, and all of this stuff, but they leave out one glaring 
fundamental foundational fact, that is what is man. They think man is basically good and 
man is naturally inclined to good if we can just give him the wealth, and the prosperity, 
and the environment, and the education that he needs. Then men will be good, and we 
will all love each other, and we've got to believe the best about everybody. You see, they 
don't understand that all people are fallen depraved sinners prone to wickedness, which is 
exactly why our founding fathers of this country had the wisdom to know, "We've got to 
form a government with lots of checks and balances, because men are selfish, proud, and 
evil. We've got to check each other out and hold each other accountable." And that's why 
all the governments of the world have copied our system. Where do you think that came 
from? It came from those men being taught sound doctrine about the nature of men. Men 
are fallen and need that accountability. Progressives seem to think, here's what's funny 
about it, "Just put us in office. And if we get control, we are really fair to everybody. 
We'll really care for everybody." Yeah, you want me to believe that somehow you missed 
the sin nature part. Somehow, if we put those guys in office, they're not selfish. No, 
they're not. No, they're not. When you realize that we all have fallen sin natures, and we 
all are prone to evil, and self-centeredness, and corruption, and pride, it redefines how 
you view things in all of culture. I'm chasing a rabbit. We don't have time, but it was 
unavoidable. I just had to talk about that for a moment. 
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This man doesn't understand who He is. This ruler comes to Jesus, and the first thing out 
of his mouth, basically, is "Good teacher, what shall I," here it is, "do?" He's saying to 
Jesus, "I can perform this if you will just tell me what it is. I can achieve whatever is 
lacking in my life to get me into heaven one day, if you will just tell me what to do." 
Listen to this carefully. All that you do to inherit eternal life is all that keeps you from 
eternal life. Did you hear that? All you keep doing trying to inherit eternal life is exactly 
what is keeping you from eternal life because you can't do anything until you get over 
what you think you might can do. I mean, this guy had the world by the tail. He's 
probably very sincere. He probably is chief among his peers. If he's a rich young ruler in 
Israel, it means he's probably a member of the Sanhedrin, at a young age, which means he 
was special. He probably had a first class righteous upstanding life as far as men could 
observe and see in his life. So he thinks he can do something, but when you think you can 
perform something that will achieve merit or status before the true, holy God, then your 
foolishness is in your focus. You're focusing on yourself, and salvation is not there. 
You're looking at yourself with a supposed concept that you have some worth and the 
supposition that you can merit something through your works. 

Couple of quick cross references of course from Paul's epistles. Galatians 2:16, 
"Nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works," what you can do, "of the 
Law, but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we 
may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of 
the Law no flesh will be justified." And Romans 9:32, speaking of the Jews, he said, 
"They stumbled over the stumbling stone." He said, "They were trying to find God, but 
they stumbled and fell, and they stumbled over that old, familiar stumbling stone that we 
find in every single generation that has ever lived on the earth, and that is that somehow 
they could gain it by works." Cain comes in to God in the very beginning, in the Garden 
of Eden, and he says, "God, look what I did. I grew these crops. I'm bringing the product 
of my effortsm" and God rejected Cain and his offering and God has rejected every effort 
of every man to bring good works before Him ever since. And every one of you sitting 
you here today, and everyone who has ever walked the face of the earth since the day of 
Cain and Abel, you are either of the lineage of Cain or of the grace lineage of Abel. Abel 
brought a slain lamb before God, in essence to say, "I can bring nothing, but someone 
outside of me must be sacrificed to pay my penalty before You," and in that slain animal, 
he was foreshadowing, of course, Jesus Christ who would die for our sins. 

So this man comes. He's got a foolish and false understanding of himself, and what does 
Jesus do to him? Well, Jesus does in love what only can be done to a proud worldling 
who thinks he can achieve something before God. Look at verse 20. Jesus takes him to 
the Law. Verse 20, "You know the commandments," Jesus says to him, "'Do not commit 
adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and 
mother.'" So that's what's got to happen and that's one thing that's greatly missing in many 
evangelical circles today, is a faithful preaching of the Law of God so that men will see 
their lacking before God. Jesus immediately takes him to the Law. You say, "Wait a 
minute! Jesus is about grace!" Yes, but you won't find grace until you know you've failed 
before the Law. 
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Verse 21, "And he said, 'All these things I have kept from my youth.'" Well, there's a lot 
of debate here. Even the revered Charles Haddon Spurgeon, I think, misses it on this 
point as he says he felt like the man probably was doing good and very sincere. I don't 
know which one it is. I really don't think so. I think he's foolish; he's deluded; he's full of 
himself. He thinks he's really achieved something. He says, "I've done all of this from my 
youth up." It's amazing. Man's falleness is so great and man's pride is so great. Man's self-
deception is so great. When Jesus looked at the Jewish religious leaders of His day, He 
said, "You are the blind guides leading the blind. You don't get it! You don't see it! You 
think you can observe some laws and do some works, and God's going to be impressed! 
And everybody you're following is following in your doctrine, and they're blind too." 
Blind guides leading the blind. 

So his foolishness and false view of himself that somehow he could reach God is actually 
connected to a number of foolish and false views. As a matter of fact, he had a foolish 
and false view of who God is. He knows nothing of the holiness of God if he thinks he's 
achieving God's standards. We see so much of that in Christendom today, where to make 
people feel better and help people have good self-esteem, we keep bringing God down. 
All of this new morality that is begin taught in our culture today is nothing but a dumbing 
down of God's holiness and saying, "Well, He's just like us." I want to tell you that's 
blasphemy. He's not like you at all. He is one of transcendent and infinite holiness. He 
exceeds every concept of goodness, and righteousness, and worthiness, and ethical and 
moral purity you could even conceive. He's so infinitely superior and good before us we 
could crumble and be crushed one second in His holy presence. 

So this man had no understanding of who God is. He has no understanding of who Jesus 
is. He has no understanding of what salvation is. And he has no understanding of who he 
himself is as a worthless sinner before this true and holy God. Now thirdly, this is where 
we'll spend the bulk of our time: his foolish and false decision to reject Christ. His foolish 
and false decision to reject Christ. Look at verse 22. So, he has told Jesus, "I've kept these 
commandments from my youth up." When Jesus heard this He said to him, "One thing 
you still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." So our Lord is showing him great love here by 
trying to work with him, trying to show him the truth. As Jesus told this man on this day 
that this particular man needed to sell everything he had, and give it to the poor, and 
follow Christ, I call this "this man's personal plan of salvation." Now, nobody else gets 
one of these, because Jesus is no longer walking on the earth so nobody can look into 
your heart and find the one idol that's keeping you from Jesus. Only Jesus could do that. 
So forget that for everybody else. This is only for this guy on this day. Alright? His own 
personal plan of salvation.

We do know that God saved and used lots of wealthy people: Abraham, Isaac, David, 
Solomon, Hezekiah, infinitely wealthy compared to everybody else. In the New 
Testament: Matthew, Joseph of Arimathea, Lydia, Philemon. So we do know that God 
saved men who kept their wealth but used it for God's glory. So this is not "a new point in 
the plan of salvation," but for this man on this day, this is what he must hear. You know it 
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is true, men are sinners to the core of their natures. Here's what you have to understand, 
"Sir, it's not what you do. Your very being is polluted by sin. You're black to the 
innermost core of your motives, your attitudes, your viewpoints. Everything is 
corrupted." Man is sinfully polluted to the core of his being. Men's actions are sinful in 
the full. In other words, everything good we do this side of true conversion is just a sinful 
work before a holy God. That's why he says, "All your righteousness is really like filthy 
rags before me." A filthy rag is a rag that has been on an infected sore, and it's saturated 
with the puss from the infected sore. 

God says, "All of this good stuff that you think you're going to do to achieve status before 
me, it's like a filthy rag." We're polluted and corrupted to the core. Our actions are 
corrupt in the full. That's why Romans 3 says, "No one does good, not even one." Man's 
guilt is greater than he can fathom yet between a man and the saving power of Jesus 
Christ there is usually one insurmountable love. Did you hear that? Between a man and 
coming to know Christ as Savior, there is usually one insurmountable love. There's 
usually something we love and we cherish too much to give up in order to give ourselves 
over to Christ, and so very often it is connected to wealth. You could say the idolatry of 
wealth or you could say the love of the world. There's a lot of ways to say it. You know 
what I'm talking about. So many today, as in every age, are mastered by the love of 
money. It's an overused statement, but it is very true: money is a great servant, but a cruel 
master. Those who have a lot of money are susceptible to its deceptions and its enslaving 
powers. When you get a lot of money, and sirs, listen to your pastor, it's not wrong for 
you to have it, but you ought to tremble about it at times and say, "Oh God, thank You 
for this stewardship, but don't let me trust in it. Let me trust in You." When you get a lot 
of money, you face that great temptation to trust in it. It makes you feel bulletproof. "I've 
got enough money if I get sick, I'll call the best doctor. If I retire, I've got enough put 
back." Not all of that is wrong, trusting in it is wrong.

This exceedingly wealthy, the text says, ruler was sincere, I think, in seeking help from 
Jesus. He's sincere in going to Jesus and asking Him for help. I mean, he thinks Jesus will 
be an attractive idol to be added to the idol case in his heart. That's sometimes the way 
powerful guys are. They don't want to miss anything. They don't want to let go of 
anything either though. You listen to me: Jesus is not an add-on. He's Lord of all, or He is 
not Lord at all. He's Lord of every stock you own. He's Lord of every bank account, 
every savings account, every land acquisition. He's Lord of all. I've told you I have to 
work on my flesh. I have to go to God and just say, "God, this real estate the bank and I 
own, this house the bank and I own, these cars the bank and I own, these clothes, this 
furniture, it's Yours. I enjoy it. Help me to be a good steward of it. Show me what's wise 
in retirement." I've told you before I struggle there. I don't know how much is enough. If 
you know how much is enough, tell me after the service, and I'll be done with this 
struggle. I don't know. I've figured out what schoolteachers need to retire on, and I'm way 
behind. God will take care of me. I'll preach somewhere. I'll preach in the nursing home if 
I have to. 

So those things are good and wise, but just say, "Oh God, don't let me trust in it! Don't let 
me be a fool, like this man was a fool!" Because wealth has a way of doing that to us. So 
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he's interested in Jesus. He wants to add Jesus into the idol case into his heart. "Jesus, sit 
up here by my other little idols. My main idol here is wealth. Jesus, you'll look good by 
him." He just could not bear to abandon his trust and dependence on his wealth and cast 
his full confidence on Jesus Christ. That's why verse 23 points out very clearly. "But 
when he had heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich." 

Randy Alcorn in one of his books tells a story about John Wesley in the days of the Great 
Awakening. John and Charles Wesley, and George Whitefield primarily, Jonathan 
Edwards was a partner and there were some other preachers but they preached over in 
Europe and then over in the thirteen colonies, and I mean God shook the earth. Hundreds 
of thousands of people were converted and added to the churches. And John Wesley one 
day was visiting with a plantation owner in the south and this man was vastly wealthy, 
and all day long John Wesley rode horses with this man and saw his property and at the 
end of the day, they didn't even cover all of the property. And over supper that night at 
the table, the man asked John Wesley, he said, "Well, what do you think? What do you 
think of all that I've got?" And John Wesley said, "Well, I think you're going to have a 
hard time leaving all of this." Just challenging him, "Make sure you glorify God in what 
you've got. Make sure you that though you possess wealth it doesn't possess you." 

But there is something about great wealth that makes it hard to leave it behind, that is, to 
leave our love and our trust in it in order to cast our entire hope on Jesus Christ. Ryken in 
his good commentary talks about that illustration of the monkey. They make traps for 
monkeys, and they literally say you put this narrow tube into the trap, and you put a 
coconut in there. The monkey will stick his arm in there and grab the coconut, and he will 
not let go of the coconut. He knows he needs to get loose, but he just can't let it go until 
those who want to come get him come and get him. Are some of you a monkey with your 
hand on the coconut? You need to let go. "It's my coconut." No, it's God's coconut. You 
just get to have it for a little while. 

When we lay all on the altar before Jesus Christ, that is when we are free to follow Him. 
You see, the love of this world is too heavy a weight to carry in the pursuit of being a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. Now here's a key point you need to get. Remember this rich ruler 
views Jesus as just a good teacher. He does not see Him as God and Savior. To be saved, 
you've got to embrace Christ as God and Lord, not just as somebody who can guide you 
to a little better life somewhere. 

So not only does he just see Jesus as a good teacher, then the man tells Jesus, "I've kept 
all the commandments. I've done what you tell me from my childhood up." Of course he 
hadn't done that and, by the way, remind yourself that he's standing before the very God 
who wrote the Ten Commandments. That's not somebody to be debating with about the 
Ten Commandments. So Jesus, the God who authored the Ten Commandments, says to 
him, "Okay, here's one more. Go sell everything you have, distribute it to the poor, and 
come and follow me." And immediately, he disobeyed. What Jesus was doing here was 
saying, "You didn't really obey the others." We know from the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus teaches very clearly, you've broken the Law of God if you've lusted in your heart. 
You don't have to go out and commit adultery. If you've lusted in your heart, you've 
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broken it. You don't really have to actually murder somebody to break the commandment 
about thou shalt not murder. If you've hated in your heart, you've broken the 
commandment. So this guy had broken the commandments. And Jesus made him prove it 
right there. "Okay, I'll give you one more." And immediately he couldn't do it, wouldn't 
do it. 

So this reveals, first of all, the truth that he's not sincere. He didn't really love God from 
his heart. He just did some outward stuff in religion. It exposed his chief idolatry, which 
is wealth or the love of this world. You see, those of us who have come to Christ as Lord 
and Savior, we learn that all we possess is put into a trust fund. All that we have, all that 
we gain is now the title deeds given over to Jesus. It's His property, and now we leave it 
to Him to distribute it for our good and for His glory. Jesus promises him, in verse 22, "If 
you will do what I'm commanding you to do, sell everything, distribute it all to the poor, 
come follow me," last phrase, verse 22, "you shall have treasure in heaven." Folks, this is 
a glorious, and gracious, and bountiful thing He is offering this guy, to have treasure in 
heaven because after the brief journey of this life, heaven begins and, by the way, heaven 
lasts forever and none of this earth's treasure can be taken over there. But all that we yield 
to Christ and use for Christ will build eternal rewards in heaven where rust cannot 
destroy, where thieves cannot break in and steal it. It never perishes. So this is a gracious 
thing He's offering this fellow. This command of this ruler's was not a difficult burden the 
Lord placed upon him. It's a bountiful gift. "Open your eyes," Jesus is saying. "It's like 
you've got counterfeit currency that's worth nothing, and I'm willing to trade you for 
worthy currency that will be good at the bank next week when they find out all of yours 
is counterfeit. Make the trade." Jesus is saying. "Be wise." 

He could be rid of the cancer of earthly wealth as his god, and have the infinitely greater 
treasure in heaven, and plus walk in close fellowship with God incarnate, Jesus Christ, 
the remainder of Jesus' stay on earth but the text says he couldn’t do it. He became very 
sad. He turned away. That reminds us that no one ever turns their back on Christ and 
leaves happy. No one. I've been preaching for thirty-six or so years. I've never seen 
someone that I knew turn their back on Christ and walk out the door joyous. It just 
doesn't happen. I've never seen that. The love of this world, by the way, is not confined 
just to the rich. The poor struggle with the love of money too. They are often filled with 
envy, and greed, and bitterness, because they love the world yet possess so little of it. 
Both are sins. Whether you're rich and you treasure it or whether you're poor, and are 
envious, and treasure it, and wish you had more, really the question is not do you possess 
much of the world, but does the world possess you? To be rich and free is hard. To be 
poor and not covet what others have is hard too. This man, the Bible says, was extremely 
rich. 

So he forsook the infinite, eternal treasures of heaven. He forsook the fellowship or rather 
the forgiveness of sin. He forsook the companionship he could have had with Jesus Christ 
on the earth to go play with his little bag of money. You can kind of see him as he grows 
old over there, broken over with arthritis, and weak and frail and passing and still 
clutching his money. "I still got it." And he died one day. He became the richest man in 
the cemetery. The truth is he died very poor. He died very poor of the knowledge of God 
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and of God's Savior. He died very poor of the knowledge of himself and his great need 
for a Savior. He died very poor of having any of heaven's treasure. Romans 8:17 reminds 
us, "If children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer 
with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him." I don't know what God's going to 
ask you to do. I have no idea but it all has to be yielded to Him. But whatever it costs you 
here, the gain you'll get from Christ for eternity is infinitely better. Too often men find 
their treasures and lose their souls. That's what happened to this rich young ruler. 

Then look at verse 24. Some very sobering things Jesus says here. "And Jesus looked at 
him and said, 'How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!'" 
He just simply states, "It's really hard for people who are really rich to get saved." Listen, 
let me tell you something: the balance of biblical teaching requires us to understand it's 
not because God has a hard time saving us because a sovereign God just doesn't choose 
to save many of them. Let me say that again: the balance of biblical teaching, look at the 
book of Romans, teaches it's not because God has a hard time saving them. It's not like, 
"They're strong and mighty, and God is strong and mighty, and God." No, no, no. God 
can save anybody He wants too. You're no match for God. It's that God chooses. As Paul 
said of the Corinthians, "Not many wise, not many noble according to the flesh." He 
doesn't choose many of them. So if you've got more than the rest of us, and you know 
Jesus, you need to be thankful. Why would God do that? Who are you to answer back to 
God? I don't know! He's God! I bow before Him. I don't debate with Him.

Will hell have more poor people than rich people? Yes. That's only because there are a lot 
more poor people in the world. A lot more. Then verse 25, Jesus continues. He said, "For 
it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God." Now, people have gone all over the place with this verse, and I don’t 
know why. It literally means a camel. That was the largest beast known to these people of 
this day. The largest animal they knew, and usually they are loaded up even bigger with 
lots of packs just built up on their backs. And the eye of the needle is the eye of a needle, 
a sewing needle. It's tiny. So Jesus says, "It's impossible, basically, for a rich man to get 
into heaven." Can a camel go through the eye of a needle? I'm asking you the question, 
"Can a camel go through the eye of a needle?" 

What is happening here, this illustration reveals the need for divine intervention. It 
reveals the need for divine grace. Now grace means God does something that you can't 
earn and you don't deserve. God does something for you in this impossible state that you 
can't do for yourself. Picture a great old big camel, and picture a great big pack on its 
back, and picture it standing before the eye of a needle. He can't even see the eye of a 
needle much less get through it. It's absolutely impossible. This is an emblem of the 
foolish worldling and can I say to you friends, we're all foolish worldlings to start out 
with. We're all, amen, we're all foolish worldlings to start out with. We all start out as 
Arminians thinking we're going to gain heaven by our merit and works. "Show me the 
religion. Show me what to do, and I'll jump through the hoops, and I'll try to get there, 
and I'll try to get it all right." But you know what you are? You're a camel trying to get 
through the eye of a needle and that's what this pictures. The point is, apart from divine 
intervention no man makes it to heaven. 
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Now look at verse 26.  "They who heard it said, 'Then who can be saved?'" You've got to 
understand the context. The theology of this day, two thousand years ago, was a 
prosperity theology. Their rabbis taught them, "If you're godly, you keep the 
commandments, and you're right with God, you'll have great wealth. Get right with God, 
and you get a lot of money." So this turned their world upside down. "Wait a minute, 
Jesus. We've always been taught and always believed that our religious authorities, who 
lord it over us and who have all the money, we always thought that was because they 
were the godliest." And Jesus says, "No, it's right the opposite. The wealthiest among you 
are most likely the most ungodly among you, no matter what kind of religious garb, and 
external religion, and external profession they're putting on." So, this blew their minds. 
They say, "Well, who can be saved then?" The Greek, when the Bible says here in verse 
26, "then who can be saved," really means they were exceedingly amazed. They were 
shocked beyond measure that Jesus would say these rich people aren't going to make it to 
heaven. The point is not just that rich people can't get to heaven. The point is the rich, or 
the poor, or all in between can't get through the eye of the needle. I mean, the rich love 
their much, and they want to carry it through, and it's not going to fit. The poor love their 
little so much they can't get through either. None have the ability to squeeze through the 
eye of a needle. Jesus says, "This is impossible. All are guilty sinners. All alike are shut 
out of heaven." 

Verse 27, "But," don't you like those conjunctive terms? "But," He said, "The things that 
are impossible with people are possible with God." Wow. You see, within your nature, 
your ability, your power it's impossible. Can't get it done. Listen, you cannot train your 
heart to cease loving this world. Did you get that? Moms and dads, listen to your pastor, 
you can't homeschool your kid enough to train their hearts to stop loving this world, not 
that homeschooling is wrong. It may be right for you, but don't trust in it. You can't send 
your children to enough private Christian schools to train their hearts to love God. That 
may be right for you, but don't trust in it. It is the Gospel that changes our children's 
hearts. It is the preaching of the Gospel that is God's primary means to humble them, and 
break them, and show them their desperate need, and point them to Jesus Christ. It is not 
what we are or what we do, it's what God does. It is what God does. 

So here we have this illustration of this man standing before Jesus. He's exceedingly 
wealthy. I have no idea what that is. You know what that is, Mark? Huh? He said, "Rain." 
How many of you think that's rain? Alright, put your hands down. I don't know if it's 
going to blow up in about five minutes or what, but anyway, make sure. That's good rain 
right there. 

So quit thinking that if you get your kids in a fun youth program they're going to love 
Jesus. It's not fun youth programs, it's the Gospel. Nothing wrong with the fun youth 
program. We have fun. But that's not the primary thing we do. It's the Gospel. It's the 
Gospel. It's the Gospel. But Jesus basically says, "It's impossible with man to get this 
done, but not impossible with God." In other words, this radical achievement is fully 
possible when you consider God's nature and God's power. Your nature and your power 
can't get it done, but God's nature and God's power can. Now listen. When Jesus died on 

Page 10 of 11



the cross, the Bible says, He became sin. That God looked upon Him as if He sinned all 
the sins we've sinned. The Bible says when Jesus hung on the cross, the Father poured on 
Jesus the guilt. He stood as guilty, taking our guilt. The Scripture says that the Father 
darkened the earth, because He crushed His Son on the cross as He bore the wrath that we 
guilty sinners deserve. He bore it in our place. And when Jesus Christ hung on the cross, 
became sin, was crushed as a sinner in our place, at that point the camel went through the 
eye of the needle. At that point, the impossible becomes possible by the merits and the 
achievements of Jesus Christ. 

Jeremiah 23:17 says, "Nothing is too difficult for You." The mighty power of Jesus 
Christ can do that in a man's heart that no one else can do. You see in grace He alone can 
cause us to see our deep, deep poverty, our deep, deep need of the Savior. He alone can 
show you that you're in bondage to sin and earthly loves. He alone can show you that you 
have no power to change your own heart. He alone can show you that you stand now, 
listen sir, you stand now under the wrath of God. It is the truth! In grace He alone can 
show us our deep, deep poverty. In grace He alone can grant us forgiveness and eternal 
life. And in grace He alone can give us the power to begin an earthly pilgrimage whereby 
there is the germ in our hearts that's planted and grows to where the things of this earth 
grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace. 

"Lord, thank You for my new truck, but it's not my joy. Thank You that my kids have 
done good. They've graduated, but that's not my joy. Even above my babies doing good, 
You're my joy." Moms and dads, you love your kids? Let them know that you love Jesus 
more. You love Jesus more. "Thank You for my beautiful wife. I love her, but You're my 
joy. Thank You that my retirement fund is working good. The stock market's been up the 
last few years. I haven't been in it. I've missed it. Hallelujah! Thank You that my 
retirement, Lord, it's not my joy. It's not my joy." Why? Only God can do that and you 
won't be like this rich young ruler who says, "No Lord, I'm exceedingly rich. I'll add You 
on to what I got, but I'm not giving all to You." You say, "Yes Lord, here we go." And 
every day when that man handed out more of his wealth, more of the idol of loving 
wealth died in his heart, because for him in that particular time at that particular point, 
that's the idol that kept him from Christ and that's true for some of you. You've done well 
externally. You're a great guy, a great lady. People love you, respect you. You've served 
in the church, perhaps. You've done a lot of good stuff. Maybe there is one thing between 
you and truly knowing Christ, and you need to lay it on the altar at His feet today and be 
saved. He may not ask you to do anything with it. He may just say, "It's just got to be 
given to me." I like to use the phrase "for this time." Remember, it's a trust fund now, His 
name is on the title deed. It's His. But you just hold it loosely. I'm not going to say that. 
You just hold loosely. 

Let's pray together. 
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