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1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith, Chapter 2, Part 2: “God, having all (r) life, (s) 
glory, (t) goodness, blessedness, in and of himself, is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient, not 
(u) standing in need of any creature which he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them, but 
only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them; he is the alone fountain of all being, 
(x) of whom, through whom, and to whom are all things, and he hath most sovereign (y) 
dominion over all creatures, to do by them, for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself 
pleaseth; in his sight (z) all things are open and manifest, his knowledge is (a) infinite, infallible, 
and independent upon the creature, so as nothing is to him contingent or uncertain; he is most 
holy in all his counsels, in (b) all his works, and in all his commands; to him is due (c) from 
angels and men, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience, as creatures they owe unto the 
Creator, and whatever he is further pleased to require of them.” 
 
God, having all (r) life…in and of himself… 
 

Acts 17:22-28  Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I 
perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.  23  For as I passed by, and beheld your 
devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye 
ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.  24  God that made the world and all things therein, 
seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;  25  Neither 
is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and 
breath, and all things;  26  And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation;  27  That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, 
though he be not far from every one of us:  28  For in him we live, and move, and have our 
being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 
 

Paul tells the Athenian pagans that we get life from and live life in God.  
 
God gave life to the plants. 

 
Genesis 1:11-12  And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and 
the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.  12  
And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding 
fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 
 

God gave life to animals in the water and the air. 
 
Genesis 1:20-22  And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature 
that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.  21  And 
God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought 
forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it 
was good.  22  And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 
 

God gave life to animals on the land.  
 
Genesis 1:24-25  And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his 
kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.  25  And 
God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 
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According to Discovery News, there are approximately 1.2 million known and registered species 
of plants and animals, but scientists predict that there may be as many as 8.7 million species 
because so many have not yet been discovered. Whether 1.2 million, or another 6.5 million, all of 
the plants and animals were created by and given life to by God. 
 
God gave life to man and woman. 
 

Genesis 1:26-31  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.  27  So God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them.  28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.  29  And God said, 
Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and 
every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.  30  And to 
every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.  31  And God 
saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and 
the morning were the sixth day. 
 

No plant or animal was given life in the manner or for the purposes that man and woman were. 
God made man so that he was physically different than the other creatures (“in our image, after 
our likeness”). God gave man work to do (“replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 
dominion”). But there must be something more. 

 
Ecclesiastes 5:18  Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to 
drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of 
his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion. 

 
Ecclesiastes 8:15  Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under the 
sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide with him of his labour 
the days of his life, which God giveth him under the sun. 

 
God gives man not only physical life, but also the duration of that life. But there must be 
something more. 

 
Genesis 2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 

 
Job 12:7-10  But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and 
they shall tell thee:  8  Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea shall 
declare unto thee.  9  Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the LORD hath 
wrought this?  10  In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of 
all mankind. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:20-21  All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust 
again.  21  Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast 
that goeth downward to the earth? 
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There is something more. God didn’t just give mankind a physical life, but also a spiritual life. 
Man and woman then are different than the plants and animals, having a kind of spiritual life 
that the plants (and particularly) the animals do not have. This is a common false teaching of 
our age. We are not simply another order of the animal kingdom. We are separate and apart 
from the animals, both physically and spiritually. 
 

Matthew 6:25-32  Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, 
or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than 
meat, and the body than raiment?  26  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much 
better than they?  27  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?  28  
And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, 
neither do they spin:  29  And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these.  30  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, 
and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith?  31  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.  

 
Jesus states tells his disciples that mankind is better than the plants and animals. Our lives are 
different than their lives. The life we have, both physical and spiritual, is better than their lives. 
But Jesus tells his disciples one more thing about their life. If it is from God and continues 
because of God, then it should be lived for God. 
 

Matthew 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you. 

 
But we have a problem. We can’t seek God without God’s help because we, without God, are 
dead to God because of our sin which was passed down to all men from Adam and Eve. Sin 
separates us from God. How then can we be made alive to God? 
 

Romans 5:6-12, 18-21  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly.  7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man 
some would even dare to die.  8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9  Much more then, being now justified by his 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.  10  For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his 
life.  11  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
now received the atonement.  12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:   
 
18  Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by 
the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.  19  
For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous.  20  Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But 
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:  21  That as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

 
Paul describes another kind of life that God gives: eternal life or heavenward life. There is 
temporal life, which all men are given, and there is eternal life that God’s elect are given by and 
through Jesus Christ. All life, then, is life from God: physical, spiritual, temporal, and eternal. 
 

Luke 20:38  For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him. 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
5/17/2015 
L.B.C.o.F. Chapter 2, Part 2, r 

 

4 

 

Ephesians 1:3-6  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  4  According as he hath chosen us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in 
love:  5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will,  6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he 
hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

 
Ephesians 2:1-10  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;  2  
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  3  Among whom 
also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the 
flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.  4  But God, who 
is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,  5  Even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  6  And hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  7  That in the ages to 
come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ 
Jesus.  8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  
9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

 
We see then the work of God in Jesus to turn us from spiritual death to spiritual life. This is a 
work of God’s grace, mercy, and love, not a work we have a capability to accomplish. It is only 
after the work of God has taken place that we can do good works as God has purposed for us. 
This is the new eternal (heavenward) life in and by Jesus. 
 

John 5:19-27  Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son 
can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these 
also doeth the Son likewise.  20  For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that 
himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.  21  For as 
the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth 
whom he will.  22  For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son:  23  That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth 
not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.  24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.  25  Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.  26  For as the Father hath life 
in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;  27  And hath given him 
authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 

 
The Father and the Son both are the possessors of all life. They choose who they will to receive 
eternal (heavenward) life and, when chosen, to have it in abundance. 
 

John 10:10b I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly. 

 
All life given by God is intended to produce something. Biblically, the produce of new life in 
Jesus is called fruit. It has been the same from the beginning. God commanded the plants and 
the animals to be fruitful. God also commanded mankind to be fruitful. Eternal life, given by the 
Father in the Son and revealed by the Holy Ghost, produces fruit in lives of God’s children.  
 

John 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 


