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John 5: 25-29; “The Hour is Coming”, Sermon # 34 in the series – “That All  
May Honor the Son”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall on  

May 17th, 2015, in the Morning Worship Service. 
 
 

The evident theme of Jesus’ message, when He spoke to the Jews in this conversation, was that 
He was the Son of God; different from all other men.  What He was asserting to them was that 
He was their God made manifest in human flesh.  And they were fighting against this idea with 
all their strength.  These men were seeking a reason to kill Jesus because He was not submitting 
to the authority of the leaders and rulers of Israel; men who had placed their traditions above 
the truth of the Word of God.  They believed that Jesus had broken the 4th Commandment of the 
10 commandments: “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy”.  Jesus had healed a man who 
had been lame for 38 years on the Sabbath Day.  This conversation with the Jews began back in 
verse 17 when Jesus said to them, “My Father has been working until now, and I have been 
working.”  The Jews knew that He was claiming Deity in saying this, and that is why they were 
trying all the more to kill Him.  He had not only broken the Sabbath, in their minds, but He was 
calling God His Father, making Himself equal with God.  The whole point that Jesus was making 
with them was that He had been given authority by the Father to be the Savior of all of God’s 
elect people and the judge of all of mankind.  This was a point that these religious, but unsaved 
men, would not concede.   
       And yet, we see here, that Jesus strongly asserted these profound truths with great authority.  
Verily, Verily, I say unto you; truly, truly, I say unto you; most assuredly I say unto you, our 
translations say.  And so we must pay close attention to the truths that Jesus is speaking of here; 
because they are truths which are very basic to our faith.  It is fundamental to our faith that we 
understand the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, and that Christ is the One who will 
judge the living and the dead.  Here in these verses we see that it is the voice of the Son of God 
which raises the dead.  And so, 1st of all – We will look at the fact that it is the Voice of the Son of 
God which raises the dead spiritually.  2nd – We will look at the fact that it will be the Voice of 
the Son of God which will judge the living and the dead.  And 3rd – We will look at the fact that it 
will be the Voice of the Son of God which will raise all the dead physically at the same time.   
1st of all – We will look at the fact that it is the Voice of the Son of God which raises 
the dead spiritually.   
       Verse 25 says: “Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.”  Now I want you to notice the 
unusual wording here: “The hour is coming, and now is…”  There are a few questions that we 
need to ask ourselves in regard to these words.  What hour is Jesus talking about, that already 
was and yet it was still to come in the future? Well, the hour that Jesus was talking about was 
evidently “the hour” which takes place many, many times over the course of the whole gospel 
dispensation; when the voice of the Son of God is heard in the preaching of the word.  It is the 
hour when the Kingdom of Christ comes with power, conquering the hearts of all of God’s elect.  
This “hour” is the hour when any person hears the voice of Christ in the preaching of the Word 
of God, and is saved and brought into His kingdom. We could even say that his hour is the time 
period encompassing the whole of Christ’s earthly ministry, the Day of Pentecost, and all the 
gospel preaching done all through the Church age until Christ returns a second time to fully 
complete the work which He has begun in the lives of all those whom He has redeemed.  It is  
the hour of Christ’s Voice being heard at many particular points in the hearts of men.   
       The Kingdom of God was not only “at hand”, when Jesus spoke these words, but it had come 
when Christ began His ministry.  And yet, many people in that day did not understand the 
nature of that kingdom.  It is related in Luke 17: 20 – “Now when He was asked by the Pharisees 
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when the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, ‘The kingdom of God does 
not come with observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom 
of God is within you.”  It did not take a long time for the lame man to be healed, but in that hour 
he was made spiritually whole as well; he who was dead in his trespasses and sins.  The “hour” in 
which was healed of his infirmity was the same “hour” that he went from death to life spiritually 
speaking. That same kind of thing happened over and over during the whole time of Jesus’ 
public ministry.  The good things of grace and truth were at work in the hearts and minds of the 
people whom Jesus ministered to, because he would preach the word to them.  And that word, 
that voice, was accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit to regenerate their hearts, according 
to the will of God.  It certainly is true that a few of those who had physically died in that time 
period, such as the widow of Nain’s son, heard Christ’s strong voice.  Jesus spoke the words, 
“Young man, I say to you, arise.” “And he who was dead sat up and began to speak.”  He that had 
died was brought back to life again.  But these miracles of physical healing, as great as they were, 
were not only done in order to show all the people that Jesus had the power not only to heal the 
physical body, but He also had the power to save people from their sins, and give them spiritual 
and everlasting life.   
       That is exactly what happened here with this man who Jesus healed, who was lame.  Jesus 
healed his body, but He also gave life to his dead soul.  And so we should understand that Jesus’ 
work in saving people and building His Church begins, for every elect person, when Jesus’ voice 
is “heard” by them in the preaching of the word.  And it is by this means, that He raises them 
from the dead spiritually.  This work of spiritual resurrection, His speaking life into the souls of 
all of the elect, in God’s time and according to His appointment, continues all through this 
gospel age. And it will be brought to a final, and ultimate, and glorious conclusion, when at His 
2nd Coming, He will raise all the dead who have ever lived, bodily and physically. And all those 
who are “in Christ” spiritually, shall be glorified.  They shall be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, and they shall receive a glorified body which will be re-united with their soul 
which was made perfect at their death.  So, we now see what Jesus is saying here.  The dead who 
hear the voice of the Son of God are those who were spiritually dead in their trespasses and sins; 
but they are those whom God has chosen to save from before the foundation of the world.  
Having been chosen by the Father, they are those who hear the voice of the Son of God, at the 
hour of God’s appointment.  And most certainly, all those who spiritually have been given ears to 
hear, shall also receive this spiritual life, they shall be born from above by the Spirit of God, and 
they shall live forever.  
       And yet we must see that it is all-important that we respond to the gospel when it is 
preached to us and not simply think that Christ will save us without our repenting and believing 
the gospel.  Listen to Charles Spurgeon on this: “Yet while Christ speaks to the dead, power is 
communicated to them that they may have it and use it, call it their own, and exercise it. “The 
dead shall hear,” and, do notice it, “They that hear shall live.” You must not imagine that man is 
passive in the matter. What does it say, “Draw us,” and we will be drawn?  No, but “Draw us, and 
we will run after thee.” There comes an activity. I have heard some speak of faith, and 
repentance as the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Most truly, so they are, but why speak ye of these gifts 
as though the sinner had nothing to do to repent and to believe?  Always recollect that it is you 
who must repent and believe. The Holy Ghost will not repent for you. What should he repent 
about? He never did wrong.  And the Holy Ghost will not believe for you.  What should he 
believe for?  He is God himself.  The fact is, that the apostle has expressed it exactly, when he 
says, “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh in you, to 
will and to do of his own good pleasure.” Christ gives the voice, but the man hears. There is a 
something done; there is a something to be received.  It is no great act to hear a sound when it is 
made; it is no great act to receive mercy when it is presented; yet the hearing is a miracle, for the 
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dead hear; and the receiving by faith is a miracle, for none do this but those to whom it is given; 
yet it is done by man. Faith and repentance are gifts of God: the voice that saves is the voice of 
Christ, but the point of personal salvation is reached when the man actively hears and receives 
the truth.” (End of quote)  The application I hope is quite clear.  Make sure that you understand 
that faith and repentance are acts which you are responsible to engage in because they are 
commanded of you in the gospel.  Do not wait until you feel something that you think is grace 
being given to you before you respond; rather respond in faith and repentance realizing that you 
have a warrant to do so by the gospel command, and also because of the promise that God will 
give you grace as you trust in Jesus and obey the truth.  This lame man had no strength in 
himself to rise, take up his bed, and walk.  But he heard the voice of the Son of God and rose up.    
Now, 2nd – Let’s consider the fact that it will be the Voice of the Son of God which 
will judge the living and the dead. 
       In John 5: 26 and 27 says: “For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son 
to have life in Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the 
Son of Man.” Here we have another unusual statement coming from our Lord; a statement 
which does need some explanation.  For it is set between these two statements of our Lord’s 
about spiritual and physical resurrection.  Jesus is saying that even as the Father has life in 
Himself as God, even so, according to the express purpose and plan of God, He granted the Son 
to have life in Himself, as the Son of Man.  Indeed, it is because the Lord Jesus is the Son of 
Man, the only Mediator between God and men, that He needed this grant to be made to Him, to 
have life in Himself; because in His Deity He was already fully God and equal to the Father in 
every way before His Incarnation.  But in His becoming Incarnate, He needed to be granted this 
authority from the Father, so that He would have the right as the God-Man to execute judgment 
in the same way that the Father does; the Lord Jesus would be granted life in Himself to give to 
all whom the Father had chosen in electing love; and He would further be given the authority to 
execute judgment also, for the very same reason.  He will retain this authority which was granted 
to Him until the time of the end of the world, after He judges the world.  Then will come the time  
when He delivers up the kingdom to His Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all 
authority and power.”  “For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.”  “The last 
enemy that will be destroyed is death.” (1st Corinthians 15: 24-26) 
        But I hope that you will see that this authority which Jesus was given, was an authority over 
all flesh, whether they were already spiritually alive by His grace, or whether they were 
spiritually dead and needed it.  Turn with me over to John Chapter 16, verse 33.  Jesus has just 
finished talking to His disciples about what they could expect as they went out to preach the 
gospel.  They should expect tribulation while they were in the world. And so He says to them in 
verse 33 – “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.”  “In the world 
you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  It then says in verse 
1 of Chapter 17 -  “Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: ‘Father, the 
hour has come.” “Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him 
authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him.”  “I 
have glorified You on the earth.”  “I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.”  
“And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You 
before the world was.”  Here Jesus is uttering His great High-priestly prayer to God the Father 
concerning what He desired that the Father would do for all of His elect people.  And you can see 
that the Father had given Him authority over all flesh, to be able to give eternal life to as many as 
the Father had given to Him.  What may not be quite so apparent is that He was also given 
authority not only to give eternal life, but He was also given authority to be able to make 
judgments concerning all flesh; that is, everyone else who has ever lived, even those not given to 
Him.   
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       Our Lord Jesus Christ, as the Son of Man, has been given authority over all people; over all 
mankind in all generations. This would include the authority to make judgments in relation to 
everything and everybody at all times until the end of the world, and even beyond that, to the 
Last Judgment.  In the context of the verses that we are studying this morning, we need to see 
that the judgments which the Lord Jesus made included who it was, among the spiritually dead, 
who would be given grace to “hear” the voice of the Son of God and live forever.  It also included 
His ability and authority to make judgments in regard to all the unbelieving people that He 
spoke to and ministered to in the days of His earthly ministry.  Some applications are here in 
order.  If the Lord Jesus Christ has been given this kind of authority, should you not learn to see 
Him in this majestic way; that He has all power of judgment over your life.  Should you not 
submit to His righteous rule over you now, and learn how to serve Him with your life and 
strength while you have opportunity? I am well aware that you must have grace to submit to 
Christ; but what He has done, and the appointment to judge which the Father has given Him 
should show you that it is always good to remember that your Lord Jesus is your Judge as well 
as your Savior.  I do not say that He is your judge to condemn you, for that can never be, since 
He has suffered and died for you.  But He is the Great Evaluator of your life; He providentially 
orders things in your life which He knows will build character and cause spiritual growth in you.  
And, every day He sees all that He needs to teach you in order that you might grow more and 
more into His blessed likeness.   
       Indeed, while you live here upon the earth, I want you to remember that He is the Good 
Shepherd of your soul.  He will make you to lie down in green pastures, He will lead you beside 
the still waters, He will restore your soul.  He will prepare a table before you in the presence of 
your enemies and anoint your head will oil.  He will be with you when you pass through the 
valley of the shadow of death so that you will fear no evil.  His rod and His staff they will comfort 
you.  And you will confess along the way, along the path of righteousness which He is leading 
you on, for His name’s sake, that it is true; surely goodness and mercy will follow you all the days 
of your life and you will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  Hold fast your confidence in 
Him. He has given you life, and that more abundantly than you ever knew it before your 
conversion.  He has given you grace and He expects you to avail yourself of all the instruction 
that it brings. This grace that He has brought to you, it teaches you to deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present age, looking for the 
blessed hope and glorious appearing of your great God and Savior Jesus Christ.  He gave 
Himself for you so that you would never be condemned; and He ever lives to make intercession 
for you in this particular regard, that you might be godly and live for Him now.  Because, 
someday He is coming back again; and when He does, He will have you give an account of 
yourself to Him.  Live in such a way that yours will be a joyful account that you will give to Him.   
3rd – I want you to consider the fact that it will be the Voice of the Son of God 
which will raise all the dead physically at the same time.   
       Verses 28 and 29 say this: “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are 
in the graves will hear His voice and come forth – those who have done good, to the resurrection 
of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.” “The hour is 
coming” is used here again by our Lord, this time referring to a certain time when all of the dead 
will hear His voice and come forth.  And although 2 different kinds of resurrection are being 
described, they will both happen on the same day; at the same hour.  “Do not marvel at this; for 
the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice.”   This is a truth which 
our Dispensational Premillennial friends should take closer notice of.  When Jesus describes His 
work of raising the dead by His mighty Voice, He describes it happening at a certain hour.  All 
who are in the graves will come forth.  And there will be an immediate separation of those who 
have done good from those who have done evil.  The resurrection of the just will a resurrection 
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of life.  They will be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the sound of the trump.  
The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel and the 
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first.  Then those who are alive and remain 
until the Coming of the Lord will also be caught up with them in the air to be with their Lord.  
Then we will all descend to the earth together to judge the world with Christ.  Do you not know 
that the saints will judge the world?”, it says in 1st Corinthians 6: 2?  It will be at this time that 
the all the wicked dead will be raised to stand upon the earth for a final time.  They shall not be 
able to stand, however, in the judgment of that great Day. They will not come forth to a 
resurrection of life, but rather to a resurrection of condemnation.  Their sins will still be clinging 
to them and they will feel all the guilt and shame of the evil things that they have done.  The 
resurrection of the wicked will be a resurrection of condemnation.  But it will be good for us 
ponder in closing, to remember that the final judgment which Christ shall render on that Day 
when He returns.  Concerning both the wicked and the righteous, it will be made on the basis of 
their works; those who have done good and those who have done evil.  The fact that some 
billions of person will have resurrection bodies that are glorious, and others have resurrected 
bodies which are loathsome will make it evident who had faith and good works proceeding from 
that faith, and who didn’t.  
        But still there will be some who will not clearly understand how they came to have a good 
resurrection until Christ tells them.  The reason for this is because they did not clearly 
understand the basis of their salvation in Christ.  Salvation comes not by good works, but by 
faith in the Savior and the perfect works which He rendered to the Father in the keeping of His 
law perfectly.   But we must understand that salvation is proved by Christ Himself at the time of 
the Last Judgment from the good works which were done in relation to Christ’s people. The 
judgment of their works by Christ Himself will prove this to them and to the whole watching 
world.  Turn with over to Matthew 25: 31.  “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the 
holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.”  “All the nations will be 
gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his 
sheep from the goats.”  “And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.”  
“Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me 
food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took me in; I was naked and 
you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited me; I was in prison and you came to Me.”  “Then the 
righteous will answer Him saying, “Lord when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty 
and give You drink?”  “When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe 
You?”  “Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?”  “And the King will answer 
and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.”   
       “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; 
I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and 
you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison, and you did not visit Me.”  “Then they also will answer 
Him saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not minister to You?”  “Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to 
you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.”  “And 
these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  Let us 
understand in reading of these things we should prepare ourselves for the judgment that is 
coming.  It is true that ultimately the favorable statements of Christ the Judge toward righteous 
will be on the basis of what He has done for them by His grace, which led them to do good 
works.  But if we take to heart the thought that Christ is looking over all of our works to see 
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whether they are good, and whether they are done from a heart which is thankful for everything 
that He has done for us, we shall be able to rejoice at His Coming and not shrink back in shame.  
Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father in 
heaven.” 
 
 
 


