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Excuses, Excuses

Last Sunday was Pentecost Sunday, which also ushered in the last 
and longest season of the church year.  Through Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Lent and Easter we have focused on all the aspects of the 
ministry and the call of Jesus Christ.  We’ve spent almost all of our time in 
the New Testament today we begin a journey through a portion of the Old 
Testament.  In the New Testament God’s love is revealed through His Son, 
our Savior Jesus Christ, in the Old Testament God’s love is revealed 
through His creation, His covenant and His action on behalf of His people.

Our journey today begins in Exodus with God’s people, the children 
of Israel in the land of Egypt.  What were they doing there?  Four hundred 
years earlier their ancestor Jacob, who God had called, Israel, had brought 
his family to Egypt to escape the effects of a terrible drought in the 
Promised Land.  Where was this Promised Land?  It’s the area that we 
know call Israel.  It is a land that God had promised to Jacob’s father, 
Isaac, and to his grand father, Abraham.  It was part of the covenant that 
God had made with Abraham.  He told Abraham to walk in His ways if 
Abraham did this God would bless him and his descendants with land and 
with the Savior.  So when Jacob left that land to go to Egypt it was difficult.  
He was leaving the land that God had promised but you know the story.  
The famine was bad and his son Joseph, who his eleven other sons had 
sold into slavery, was the second in command in Egypt.  He had stored up 
food and could care for his father and family.  In fact Pharaoh himself gave 
them some of the choicest land to live in, which was well suited for raising 
sheep.  That’s the background of our story today; now the problem.

It’s a problem that we usually don’t think of as a problem, it’s 
described in Exodus 1:7, “The Israelites were fruitful and multiplied greatly 
and became exceedingly numerous so that the land was filled with them.”  
Now why is that a problem?  The very nest verse tells us why, “Then a new 
king who did not know about Joseph came to power in Egypt.”  Uh oh this 
can’t be good.  “Look he, said to his people, the Israelites have become 
much too numerous for us come we must deal shrewdly with them or they 
will become even more numerous and if war breaks out will join our 
enemies, fight against us and leave the country.”  But there’s’ more, “So 
they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor and 
they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh but the more 
they were oppressed the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians 



came to dread the Israelites and worked them ruthlessly.  They made their 
lives bitter with hard labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in 
the fields; in all their hard labor the Egyptians used them ruthlessly.”  But 
wait there’s more, the people keep multiplying, things keep going against 
Pharaoh and so Pharaoh gave this order to all his people, “Every boy that 
is born you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live."  Now that’s bad.  
What did that lead to?

It led to Moses being born, put in that basket, floated down the Nile, 
being adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter, getting in trouble, fleeing to the land 
of Midian but what else happened?  Well we see in chapter 2:23-25, 
“During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in 
their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery 
went up to God.”  They prayed and, “God heard their groaning and he 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob.  So 
God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them.” This is 
where we begin our journey.  God, the God of covenants, hears the cry of 
His people and is concerned so he selects Moses to be the deliverer of His 
people.  He gets Moses’ attention in a unique way.  Moses was shepherd, 
hew as tending to his flock of sheep, he saw a brush fire for a shepherd this 
could be disastrous.  H goes to put out the flames but upon arriving at the 
scene he sees that its not quite a brush fire it is a bush fire but the bush 
does not burn up, in fact, the bush speaks.  It calls his name and says, 
“Moses, Moses.”  Now Moses is one sharp cookie eh realizes this must be 
a special occasion and this must be God because only God could do this 
so he responds very simply, “here I am.”  God tells him, “Do not come any 
closer.  Take off your sandals for the place you are standing is holy 
ground.”  Then He said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”  God tells him I’m God now show 
some respect, take off your shoes and we see Moses hid his face because 
he was afraid to look at God. Moses is terrified but god continues, “I have 
indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying 
out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their 
suffering.  So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the 
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  And now the cry of the 
Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are 
oppressing them.”  That’s the story god has seen and God’s going to act 
and then he tells Moses the plan, “so now, go. I am sending you to 
Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt."  This leads to the 



very first excuse, Moses responds, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh 
and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?"  Basically he’s saying I’m nothing I 
can’t do this.  But that leads God to “the guaranty” and God said, “I will be 
with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: 
When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on 
this mountain."  Notice God says sign, a sign to the Hebrew people was 
visible proof of God’s action what was the proof God was speaking of?  
Basically he’s saying to Moses You’ll know I’m behind you because you’ll 
be back here with all the people.  That’s how you’ll know.

Moses you’re right who are you?  But that’s not the important thing.  
What’s important is that I am God I’ll be with you and I’ll see to it that this 
happens.  Of course Moses jumps up and says, “Awesome let’s do it Lord!”  
Actually no we now see one of the greatest aspects of the Bible its 
truthfulness.  It shows God’s people for who they are sometimes glorious 
and sometimes filled with inglorious splendor.  This would be Moses he 
now embarks on a defense of why he can’t do this thing God has called 
him to.  His defense is a whole list of excuses the first thing is suppose they 
ask me your name and when he says this he’s referring to the leaders of 
Israel because God tells him to go to the leaders of Israel and tell the 
leaders of Israel, “God sent me I’m here to deliver you.”  But Moses’ first 
thing is I can’t go what if they ask me your name I don’t know your name I 
can’t tell them so I can’t go.  To which God’s response is, “I am who I am.  
This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' 
"Which leads to the second question, “what if they don’t believe me? God 
gives him three signs "What is that in your hand?" "A staff," he replied. The 
LORD said, "Throw it on the ground.” Moses threw it on the ground and it 
became a snake.  Do this before the leaders of Israel they’ll believe.  Just 
in case that’s not enough "Put your hand inside your cloak." So Moses put 
his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was leprous. "Now put it 
back into your cloak," he said. So Moses put his hand back into his cloak, 
and when he took it out, it was restored. Do this in front of the leaders of 
Israel and they will believe you.  If they don’t believe the staff then they’ll 
believe this but just in case I am a God, trinity Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
I’ll give you a sign so that we’re well represented here.  “Take some water 
from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the 
river will become blood on the ground."  

Well, Moses comes right back with another problem, “I have never 
been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your 
servant. I am slow of speech and tongue."  God responds back, “Who gave 
man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or 



makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD?  God is saying to Moses I told you 
I’d be with you I’m the one who gives you the ability to speak in the first 
place.  God continues, “Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you 
what to say."  Which leads to the final excuse, which is brutally honest.  
Moses said, “O Lord, please send someone else to do it."  There’s the 
honest thing I don’t want to go please send someone else.  God’s 
response, “Then the Lord’s anger burned against Moses and he said, 
"What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well.”  
God is angry He has called Moses and Moses has fought Him very step of 
the way and finally God is angry, not a good position to be in.  But He still 
works with Moses He gives him Aaron to help him speak.  

Some things just don’t change in life.  In our Gospel Jesus calls three 
men to be His disciples.  All three respond with excuses.  Just like Moses 
they had this wonderful opportunity.  God promised Moses He would be 
with him the disciples had Jesus right there they knew Jesus would be with 
them but yet they make excuses.  It’s a funny thing or maybe a tragic thing.  
Aren’t we in the same boat?  Aren’t we like Moses?  Aren’t we like the 
disciples?  God has called us to love Him with all our heart, soul and mind.  
God has called us to love our neighbor as ourselves.  God has called us to 
go and make disciples of all nations.  Yet don’t we make many excuses for 
why we can’t? Yet we have the same promise Jesus said, “I will never 
leave you or forsake you,” in that great commission he said, “I am with you 
always to the very end of the age.”  In the weeks ahead we are going to 
look at what God did with Moses, Miraculous things, imagine what could 
God do with you.

In our Savior’s name, Amen.


