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Romans 3:9-20 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 12 

 
Introduction: 
 
     This section of the third chapter of the Book of Romans brings us the end of the section 
on condemnation. Dr. C. I. Scofield titles this paragraph in his reference Bible as “The final 
verdict: the whole world guilty before God” (Scofield, The Scofield Reference Bible – Notes; 
1917, page 1194). 

     I propose this to you; if you tell me your view of mankind as a whole from Romans 3:9-
20, I will tell you your view of God. The depravity of man is something that not many wish 
to speak on and even less want to believe what the Bible has to say about it. The major 
problem of mankind today is that they really have no clue as to who God is. He does not 
wish to agree with God in relation to human condemnatory sin. People over the last few 
decades are being programmed to think that it is not your fault.  

     Dr. John MacArthur states: “Men like to believe they are basically good and that belief is 
continually reinforced by psychologists, counselors, and a great many religious leaders” 
(MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8; 1991, Page 177). 

     Most churchgoers of today even have a warped sense of their own goodness in 
comparison to the Holiness of God. If we were to ask people in the churches of America 
today; how do you think God views mankind in general? We would get some of the craziest 
answers because of ignorance in what the Word of God says about our own condition. 
Some of these various responses might be: 

1. Well you know that God is love, and He understands that no one is perfect. 
 

2. We must do the very best we can; if we make a mistake but still try, God will 
overlook that. 
 

3. God love the sinner but hates the sin, in the end it will all work out and everyone 
will be ok.  
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    My friend the Bible does not teach anything of the sort. God is love, but He is Holy, Just 
and Righteous as well. He will not just overlook sin and in the end everything will be ok. He 
will righteously judge sin and punish the sinner. Even though most do not want to admit 
this, the Biblical truth is that all humanity is guilty before God and apart from faith in His 
Son, the LORD Jesus Christ; we will be condemned by God.  

Romans 3:9-20 

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one. 

13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of 
asps is under their lips: 

14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 

15 Their feet are swift to shed blood: 

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 

17 And the way of peace have they not known: 

18 There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin. 

     MacArthur states that Paul’s charge against mankind begins with two basic questions. 
“The first is simply, What then? The idea is, “What is the point of further testimony?” Paul has 
already condemned the immoral pagan, the moral pagan, and then both the moral and the 
immoral Jew. Anticipating what some of his readers would think, his second question asks 
rhetorically, Are we better than they? That is, “Do we have a better basic nature than those 
who have just been shown to be condemned? Are we made from a different mold, cut from a  
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different piece of cloth than they?”  (MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary – Romans 1-8; 1991, Page 179). 

     “What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews 
and Greeks that they are all under sin” (NKJV – Romans 3:9). Paul says that they (referring 
to we) are all under sin. This is the doctrine of total depravity. Like I said before, tell me 
your view of mankind as a whole from Romans 3:9-20 and I will tell you your view of God. 

     “All men are on the same footing before God when it comes to a matter of sin. Jew and 
Gentile, Oriental and Occidental, red and yellow, black or white – there is no difference. All 
men are sinners in the sight of God” (Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository 
Commentary; 2002, page 55). 

Romans 3:9 

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 

     This is precisely the point of verse 9. All humanity is sinful. If a person has not trusted in 
Jesus Christ for salvation, he is lost. He is not good; he is doomed. Notice what Paul does 
next. He proves to both the Jew and Gentile that this is no new idea. Because God told us 
these things in the Old Testament. “Paul strings together a series of OT quotations that indict 
the character (vv. 10-12), the conversation (vv. 13, 14), and the conduct (vv. 15-17) of all men. 
Nine time he uses words such as “none” and “all” to show the universality of human sin and 
rebellion” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 2006, page 1664). 

     Do you remember what we covered last week concerning the testimonies against man’s 
guilt and condemnation?  

We have the testimony of Moses: “And Jehovah saw that the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” 
(ASV – Genesis 6:5). 

We have the testimony of Job: “Then Job answered and said: 2 “Truly I know that it is so: But 
how can a man be in the right before God? 3 If one wished to contend with him, one could not 
answer him once in a thousand times” (ESV – Job 9:1-3). 

We have the testimony of Bildad: “How then can man be justified with God? or how can he be 
clean that is born of a woman?” (KJV - Job 25:4). 
 
We have the testimony of David: “God looks down from heaven upon the children of men, 
To see if there are any who understand, who seek God. 3 Every one of them has turned aside; 
They have together become corrupt; There is none who does good, No, not one” (KJV - Psalm 
53:2-3). 
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We have the testimony of Isaiah: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (KJV – Isaiah 53:6). 
 
We have the testimony of Jeremiah: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?” (KJV – Jeremiah 17:9). 

     You are not a sinner because you sin, you sin because you are a sinner. Fallen and 
depraved, this is God’s view of mankind and Paul reminds us that this is nothing new.  

Romans 3:10-18 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one. 

13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of 
asps is under their lips: 

14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 

15 Their feet are swift to shed blood: 

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 

17 And the way of peace have they not known: 

18 There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

The Character of Humanity: 

     Paul is doing nothing more here but quoting Old Testament Scripture. “The fool has said 
in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; 
There is no one who does good. 2 The LORD has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men 
To see if there are any who understand, Who seek after God. 3 They have all turned aside, 
together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one” (NASB – 
Psalm 14:1-3). 

     “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done 
abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good. 2 God looked down from heaven upon the 
children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God. 3 Every one of 
them is gone back: they are altogether become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one” (KJV – Psalm 53:1-3). 
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     Verses 10, 11, and 12 of Romans chapter three indict the character of all mankind. “Look 
at the course of life in the phrase doeth good. We talk about men doing good, and yet God says 
that “There is none that doeth good,” meaning as a course of life (not speaking of single acts). 
There is not one man of whom it can be said, as a course of life, that “he doeth good.”” 
(McClain, The Gospel of God’s Grace – Romans; 1973, page 95). There is none that doeth 
good. 

The Conversation of Humanity: 

     Paul moves from the character of humanity to our conversation in verses 13 and 14. 
“Their throat is an open grave, they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps is under 
their lips.” 14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”(RSV – Romans 3:13-14). Once 
again, not a new way of thinking but an Old Testament quote. “For there is no faithfulness in 
their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they 
flatter with their tongue” (KJV – Psalm 5:9).  

     Dr. J. Vernon McGee states: “When God looks down at you my friend, He doesn’t say what a 
sweet, fine little boy or girl you are. God says you smell like an open grave! Someone, I think it 
was Mel Trotter, said, “If we could see ourselves as God sees us, we couldn’t even stand 
ourselves!” Well, that is what Paul is saying here” (McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary 
Series, Volume 42; 1991, Page 62). 

     Paul says we are condemned by our very conversation, our speech. Jesus told us why: 
“But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person” (ESV – 
Matthew 15:18). Notice what the four items that Paul refers to here in these verses. The 
throat, the tongue, the lips and the mouth – an open grave. This is how God sees man 
without the imputed righteousness of His Son by faith. Guilty, without excuse! 

The Conduct of Humanity: 

Romans 3:15-18 

15 Their feet are swift to shed blood: 

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 

17 And the way of peace have they not known: 

18 There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

     In verses 15 through 17 the Apostle Paul is actually quoting Isaiah 59. “Their feet run to 
evil, And they make haste to shed innocent blood; Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; 
Wasting and destruction are in their paths. 8 The way of peace they have not known, And 
there is no justice in their ways; They have made themselves crooked paths; Whoever takes 
that way shall not know peace” (NKJV – Isaiah 59:7-8). 
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     Because the natural heart is not good, there is none that doeth good.  

Mark 7:21-23 

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, 

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 
foolishness: 

23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

     Verses 10-12 show mankind a sinner by his character. Verses 13-14 show mankind a 
sinner by his conversation, our very speech condemns us. Now Paul is closing the argument 
here showing that we are all sinners by our conduct. If left to himself in his own devices 
man will self destruct.  

     None of us are innocent. We sin by our speech, our own lips reveal our depravity. We sin 
by our actions because that is who we are outside of Christ. Mankind is spiritually dead and 
depraved; this is his nature.  

Ephesians 2:2-3 

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince 
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as 
others. 

     We are sinners by nature, by birth and by choice. There is none that doeth good, none 
righteous no not one. Like I said before, if you tell me your view of mankind as a whole 
from Romans 3:9-20, I will tell you your view of God. In fact based off of those verses I can 
pretty much examine your entire doctrinal statement as to what you believe concerning the 
Sovereignty of God. My friend we must know who we are in relation to God. In order to 
know where we are going we must know where we are starting from.  

     This is the depravity of man, and a sinner must see himself as God sees him and then he 
must agree with God. Then we will be moved to fear the LORD, for who He is and what we 
are because we all stand guilty before His Righteousness. None can compare, there is none 
that doeth good. 

 



7 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 

 

Romans 3:19-20 

19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin. 

     All mankind is accountable before God because all are under the Law. The Jews received 
the Law from Moses, they have the Oracles of God in written form. Yet the Gentiles are 
without excuse as well. Because they have the works of the Law written upon their hearts. 
“Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another” (KJV – Romans 
2:15). 

     So therefore by the Law, every mouth may be shut up, because no one has a defense, we 
are all guilty before a Holy God. This is our condition without Christ. Reconciliation cannot 
be made through any means other than Him. Not in the Law, your religion, or your good 
works. “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by 
the law is the knowledge of sin” (KJV – Romans 3:20).  

     This is how Paul closes the section in Romans on Condemnation. He wants the entire 
human race to know that we are all guilty before God. And there is only One we can turn to, 
and that is Christ Jesus the LORD.  

     “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Outside of Christ every mouth will be 
stopped, because all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  
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