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Galatians 4:4-5 (NKJV) “4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” 
 
Hebrews 9:22b (ESV) “… without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” 
 
Genesis 4:4b-5a (NKJV) “4 And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering.”  
 
The way of Cain is the way of human works and merit. 
 
Ephesians 1:6 (NKJV) “to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved.” 
 
We who have experienced God’s mercy and grace and have been saved are saved not because we believe we are better than 
others or have more personal merit than others; we are saved because we believe we are bad, sinners, hopeless, meritless, 
and we have cast ourselves in humility at God’s feet looking to Him for mercy and grace to save sinners such as us. While we 
believe that we are infinitely better off than those without Christ, we are accepted by God because we confessed and truly 
believed that we were bad, hopeless sinners in need of a Savior.   
 
I.       The Compromise by Peter (vv. 11-13) 
 

Mark 7:18-19 (ESV) “18 And he said to them, ‘Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever 
goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, 19 since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?’ (Thus 
he declared all foods clean.)” 
 
Acts 10:34 (NKJV) “Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.’” 
 
Acts 15:19 (NKJV) “Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who are turning to God.” 

 
II.      The Confrontation by Paul (vv. 14-16) 
 

A. The Confrontation by Paul Was to Preserve the Unity of the Church (v. 14) 
 

1 Timothy 5:19-20 (ESV) “19 Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
20 As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear.” 

 
 

B. The Confrontation of Peter Was to Protect the Doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone (vv. 15-16) 
 

Romans 3:20 (ESV) “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in His sight, since through the law 
comes knowledge of sin.” 
 
Justification is the act of God whereby He declares the believing sinner righteous in Jesus Christ. 
 
Romans 5:1 (NKJV) “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 
 
Romans 8:33b (NKJV) “…It is God who justifies.” 
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#4 in Series, “Galatians: Living with Roots” 

 

   In reality, there are and always have been only two “religions” in existence. We read in Galatians 4:4-5 

(NKJV) “
4 

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law, 
5 

to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” The 

redemption referred to in verse 5 involved the pouring out of Christ’s life (shedding His blood) to satisfy 

the justice of God and to pay the wages for our sin. Several thousand years before Christ’s incarnation and 

just after sin came into the world, God instituted animal sacrifice to foreshadow and teach man the lesson 

that is summarized in Hebrews 9:22b (ESV) “…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of 

sins.” We can safely assume that God had instructed Adam and Eve about these blood sacrifices (Genesis 

3:21) and we can also safely assume that Adam and Eve passed these instructions on to their children. The 

slaying of an animal such as bull or goat or lamb never had the power to cleanse and forgive sin. They 

were simply symbolic acts that had to be accompanied by a humble and repentant heart in order to be 

accepted by God. Without repentance and faith these sacrifices were only meaningless rituals. In Genesis 

4 (the first chapter after sin entered the world) the sons of Adam and Eve – Cain and Abel – each brought 

an offering to the Lord. Contrary to God’s instructions, Cain brought an offering from the crops that he 

had raised by the his hard work while Abel in obedience to God brought an animal sacrifice which was a 

picture, a reminder, a type of the cross of Christ that would happen in the future. The Bible tells us in 

Genesis 4:4b-5a (NKJV) “
4 

And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 
5 

but He did not respect Cain 

and his offering.” The reason God accepted Abel’s offering was that it was accompanied by a contrite 

heart and faith that God would provide a way for his sins to be forgiven. In Cain and Abel and their two 

offerings, we see the two religions, the two ways men seek to come to God and be accepted by Him. 

There is the way of Abel that says we can come to God only by God’s grace through faith in the provision 

that He would make (or on this side of the cross, the provision God has made). The way of Cain was the 

way of human works and merit. Every person in history who has sought to be accepted by God on the 

basis of their own works, their own merit, the fruit of their own hands, some religious ritual, or a works 

system such as the five pillars of Islam, is following the grace rejecting way of Cain. Every world religion 

that seeks to merit acceptance from God or gods or to reach Nirvana through human works, rituals, 

meditations, or any other means are following the way of Cain and are rejected by God. Biblical 

Christianity stands alone in teaching and believing that we can only be accepted by God because He has 

poured out His love on us and granted us mercy and by sheer grace will save all who will turn from every 

other hope, repent of sin, and trust completely in Jesus Christ alone and His sacrifice to make us accepted 

by God. Ephesians 1:6 (NKJV) “to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us 

accepted in the Beloved.” Every cult and false church that claims to be Christian that says salvation is by 

grace plus our merit are deceived and are a part of the religion of Cain and will not be accepted by God. 

Someone may say, “Pastor, are you saying that biblical Christianity is the only way to be accepted by God 

and thus avert the wages of sin which is death – separation from God?” That is exactly what I am saying 

because that is what the Bible says in multiple places (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Ephesians 2:8-9). Someone 

may say, “That makes us sound bigoted and seems that we think we are better than others.” No, we would 

only be bigoted if we said only a certain type of people, certain ethnic groups, and a certain intelligence or 

education level could come to Christ in repentance and faith to be accepted by God. The Bible is very 

clear in that general call that “whosoever will may come”. Let me answer the accusation that those who 

believe as I have described think they are better than others. We who have experienced God’s mercy and 

grace and have been saved are saved not because we believe we are better than others or have more 

personal merit than others; we are saved because we believe we were bad, sinners, hopeless, meritless, 

and we have cast ourselves in humility at God’s feet looking to Him for mercy and grace to save sinners 



such as us. While we believe that we are infinitely better off that those without Christ, we are accepted by 

God because we confessed and truly believed that we were bad hopeless sinners in need of a Savior.   

   Let’s tie all this in to the book of Galatians. The Galatians had heard the Gospel of grace from the 

Apostle Paul. After Paul moved on to plant other churches, some false teachers came in and denied that 

Paul was a true Apostle and began to teach a false “gospel” that was a mixture of grace and works. These 

“Judaizers” were in the spiritual linage of Cain, teaching that we are accepted by God through our works. 

Some of the people in the churches of Galatia were beginning to waffle on the issue of grace and were 

buying the lies of these false, grace denying teachers who were trying to destroy what Paul had built. Paul 

is writing to the churches of Galatia defending his apostleship and sternly calling the Galatians back to the 

Gospel of grace. He is saying, “You must be rooted in grace and live in line with the Gospel that you have 

heard”.  

   In the passage that we are looking at today, Paul is recounting to the Galatians an incident that he 

experienced in Antioch and uses it to illustrate and teach how important it is to remain rooted in grace not 

only as it related to salvation but also to living the Christian life.  

 

I.       The Compromise by Peter (V11-13) 

   It was in Antioch that the first primarily Gentile church was planted. We are told that this is the city 

where the disciples of Jesus were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26).  For a time Paul and Barnabas 

served as co-pastors in Antioch. Peter had come to Antioch for an extended visit. Let me try to explain 

what happened that put Paul and Peter into a place of conflict. In the mid-eastern culture, eating with 

someone was very important (it still is to some extent today). In that culture, eating with someone implied 

your acceptance of them. Under the Old Testament dietary laws, God set the nation of Israel apart from 

other people groups. They were a separate people. Under the new covenant, the dietary laws were no 

longer in effect. Jesus told His disciples in Mark 7:18-19 (ESV) “
18 

And he said to them, ‘Then are you 

also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile 

him, 
19 

since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?’ (Thus he declared all foods clean.)”. 

Peter had also been given a vision in Acts 10 that showed him that the dietary laws were no longer in 

effect under the New Covenant. This vision from God prepared Peter to open the Gospel to the Gentiles 

by going into the home of a Roman soldier – Cornelius. After the vision, Peter said in Acts 10:34 

(NKJV) “Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.’”  

   When Peter came to Antioch, he began eating with the Gentile converts. The tense that is used in verse 

12 indicates that Peter was continuing to eat with them; it wasn’t just one meal. This was really big 

because Peter was widely thought of as the leader of the Apostles. His acceptance of the Gentile 

Christians must have been very affirming and encouraging. But then word came that some of these 

Judaizers were coming to Antioch. They claimed to be from James, the brother of Jesus and the 

recognized leader of the church at Jerusalem. The claim that they officially represented James (and by 

implication the church at Jerusalem) was false. James at times had trouble (as Peter did) giving up the 

dietary and separation laws of the Old Covenant, but he had been very clear at the Jerusalem Council 

(Acts 15) that the Gentiles could be full members of the church without becoming Jews (circumcision). 

He said in Acts 15:19 (NKJV) “Therefore I judge that we should not trouble [context tells us this means 

troubling them to become Jews and keep the ceremonial, dietary, and special feast days of the Jews] those 

from among the Gentiles who are turning to God”. When Peter got word that these Judaizers were 

coming, he changed. The grammar in verse 12 implies that he began gradually drawing back from eating 

with the Gentiles. When these self-righteous, joy killing, Gospel distorting Judaizers got to Antioch, Peter 

had completely pulled away from the Gentiles.  

   What does this sad episode tell us about Peter and perhaps about us? Even though Peter was the admired 

and respected leader among the Apostles and the churches, he was still a man who struggled with sin and 

the flesh – his old programming. Peter was a little hard to figure out. At times he seemed like the epitome 

of bravery and at other times he manifested cowardice. Think about when the temple police and the 

Roman soldiers came to arrest Jesus; Peter was ready to take on the whole group of several hundred 



armed men. He pulled out his sword and whacked one man’s ear off! That doesn’t sound like a coward. 

Yet, only a few hours later he was so afraid that he denied Christ to a servant girl. Peter here in Antioch 

was so afraid of rejection and the accusation that he wasn’t a true Jew that he pulled away from these new 

Gentile believers. His problem in pulling away from the Gentiles was not theological. Peter gave in to the 

desire of the flesh to be a people pleaser. Peter was afraid of being ridiculed and maligned in Jerusalem. 

The bottom line is that Peter was afraid of losing prestige with a group of self-righteous racist hypocrites 

whose doctrines were heretical. Before we get too hard on Peter, who of us has not given in to that 

temptation at times? We are all tempted to be more concerned with what people think about us than we 

are concerned with pleasing God. I have personally repented of that sin more than a few times!  

   What does this confrontation show us about Paul? As we saw a couple of weeks ago, probably more 

than any person that ever lived, Paul had no fear of man. He was not a people pleaser. He was willing to 

openly confront the leader of the Apostles because there was a lot at stake. I pray for us that we have a 

fear of God that is so strong that we will have no fear of man. I pray for such a strong passion to please 

God that we could care less whether or not we please man. In this incident that Paul is recounting to the 

Galatians, we see that Paul was totally committed to protecting the Gospel. In his mind, nothing was more 

important than that.  

   One of the reasons that Peter’s pulling away from the Gentiles brought such a swift and blunt response 

from Paul was that Peter’s hypocrisy affected others. Hypocrisy is infectious. We see in verse 13 that the 

rest of the Jews so looked up to Peter that they followed his hypocrisy and separated themselves from the 

Gentiles. Paul was shocked that even Barnabas, the man known for his encouragement was sucked into 

their hypocrisy. We need to see this horrible consequence of our fear of man and hypocritical actions; it 

affects others.  

 

II.      The Confrontation by Paul (V14-16) 

   Because Peter’s compromise distorted the Gospel, Paul had to act quickly and decisively. This is a 

theme throughout the book of Galatians – the Gospel must be kept pure at all costs. When we are no 

longer rooted in the Gospel, we have no good news to proclaim. We degenerate into a false religion. The 

most common way the Gospel is perverted is by mixing law and grace. The group Peter and those who 

joined him in his hypocrisy were compromising with were promoting a false religion.  

A.   The Confrontation by Paul Was to Preserve the Unity of the Church (V14) 

   When I speak of unity in this context, I am not referring to peace and calm in the church. I am referring 

to something much more basic than that. The unity I am referring to is the unity between various areas 

where the world separates people – areas like race, economic levels, or background. There was to be no 

Jewish church and a separate Gentile church. The church universal and the individual local church is to be 

open and welcoming to all who are in Christ. When we see a church for only certain ethnic groups (races 

– in reality there is only one race. The human race) or economic groups we have subverted the unity that 

God planned for His church. For obvious reasons we have churches designed to reach people of certain 

language groups for communication purposes, but those churches are not closed to others who know 

Christ. 

   Notice several things about Paul’s rebuke of Peter here. The word translated “straightforward” means to 

walk straight. Peter and those who followed him in his hypocrisy were not walking in a way that was 

straight with what they knew to be true about the Gospel. The Gospel is for all and there must be no 

separation along racial or economic lines. Let me be crystal clear with something. The reason that we 

have satellite congregations in several mobile home parks and in the government subsidized housing 

communities in the inner city is not because we don’t want them here. It is because we are going to where 

the people are and any who want to come here are more than welcome to come. If you come on a normal 

Sunday night, you will see many from the inner city here.  

   Notice that Paul’s confrontation with Peter was public. Why didn’t Paul pull Peter aside and confront 

him privately? There were many more than Peter who were involved in this hypocrisy. There was also 

Barnabas and all the other Jews in the church. Here is a principle. The sin that is public must be dealt with 



publically. This was not as some have mistakenly surmised a personality conflict between two strong 

willed leaders. This was a battle for the Gospel and the unity of the church. Every believer in Antioch and 

probably many unbelievers knew of the separating of Peter from the Gentiles. Paul’s correction must be 

public. Your confession and repentance needs to be as wide as the knowledge of the sin. There is a special 

responsibility to deal publically with the sin of leaders of the church. 1 Timothy 5:19-20 (ESV) “
19 

Do 

not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
20 

As for those who 

persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear.” I believe that Paul had 

no desire to publically humiliate Peter in front of others. His motive was to correct Peter and stop a 

serious sin from becoming grounded in the church that would destroy the God given unity of the church.   

B.   The Confrontation of Peter Was to Protect the Doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone (V15-16) 

   When Paul squared off with Peter, he was dealing with something that was way bigger than a social 

problem of who one eats with. Paul saw this confrontation as a defense of the Gospel. Most theologians 

would probably agree that the cardinal doctrine that dwells under the umbrella of the Gospel is the 

doctrine of justification by faith. Peter, Barnabas and the other Jews with them at Antioch believed this 

doctrine, but their behavior was not in line with it. Paul was saying, “Peter, I am rebuking you because 

you are violating the Gospel by your behavior. Your behavior is communicating a works righteousness 

system of legalism that contradicts the Gospel and its key doctrine – justification by faith.”  

   In verse 15, Paul is saying that even though he and Peter are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners, they 

like the Gentiles are sinners in need of being justified. The law was never given to justify sinners. The law 

was given to show sinners their need for a Savior. Romans 3:20 (ESV) “For by works of the law no 

human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.” In reality, Paul 

is saying that when it comes to justification, it is obtained by sinful Jews and sinful Gentiles the same 

way. Let me define this key doctrine of the Gospel – Justification. Justification is the act of God 

whereby He declares the believing sinner righteous in Jesus Christ. This definition forms the 

foundation of much of what we will study in the remainder of the book of Galatians. First, notice first that 

justification is an act, not a process. There are no degrees of justification. You are justified or you are not. 

Romans 5:1 (NKJV) “Therefore, having been [literally, having once for all been] justified by faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”. If we were justified by works it would be an 

ongoing process. Second, we see that justification is an act of God. Romans 8:33b (NKJV) “…It is God 

who justifies.” Third, we see that God “declares” the believer righteous – accepted by God. In other 

words, it is not the result of God observing our life and seeing that we have met some quota of good 

works and then He acknowledges us as being righteous. God declares us righteous, in right standing, 

accepted in Him because of what Christ has done on our behalf.  

   Verse 16 tells us how this declaration of righteousness is received – it is not by the works of the law, but 

by faith in Jesus Christ. When Peter and the other Jews stopped eating with the Gentiles, they were 

stepping back into the law and causing confusion about justification by faith alone and not by the works 

of the law.  

CONCLUSION 

   I left one thing out in that definition of justification. Justification is the act of God whereby He declares 

the believing sinner righteous in Jesus Christ. Those who are accepted by God are those who have 

humbled themselves and confessed that they are sinners and have no merit by which they can be 

considered righteous, accepted by God, or given right standing before God.  

   The Gospel is worth fighting for. The Gospel is more important than harmony between two 

Christians. Some things are so important that they cannot under any circumstances be compromised. 

One of those things is the Gospel. 


