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“SENT OUT IN THE LOVE OF GOD” 
2 THESSALONIANS 3:5a 

 
2 Thessalonians 3:5a (NKJV) “Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God…”    
 
“…His love is an incomprehensibly vast, bottomless, shoreless sea before which we kneel in joyful silence and from which the 
loftiest eloquence retreats confused and abashed. Yet, if we would know God and for others sake tell what we know, we must 
try to speak of His love. All Christians have tried, but none has ever done it very well. I can no more do justice to that awesome 
and wonder-filled theme than a child can grasp a star. Still, by reaching toward the star the child may call attention to it and even 
indicate the direction one must look to see it. So as I stretch my heart toward the high, shining love of God, someone who has 
not before known about it may be encouraged to look up and have hope.”                                                                �A. W. Tozer 
 
“…the love of God in our culture has been purged of anything the culture finds uncomfortable. The love of God has been 
sanitized, democratized, and above all, sentimentalized.”                                                                                   �Dr. D. A. Carson 
 
 
 
I.       God’s Love Is Holy 
 

Romans 5:8 (NKJV) “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
Romans 5:9 (NKJV) “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
Him.” 

 
 
 
II.      God’s Love Is Giving  
 

John 3:16 (NKJV) “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” 
 
Galatians 2:20b (NKJV) “… the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
 
1 John 4:10 (NKJV) “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.” 
 
2 Corinthians 9:15 (NKJV) “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 
 
Romans 8:32 (NKJV) “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also 
freely give us all things?” 
 
Romans 8:28 (NASB) “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those 
who are called according to His purpose.” 

 
 
 
III.     God’s Love Is Emotional  
 

Psalms 7:11 (NKJV) “God is a just judge, and God is angry with the wicked every day.” 
 
Zephaniah 3:17 (NKJV) “The Lord your God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with 
gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing.” 



Isaiah 62:5b (NKJV) “…as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” 
 
Isaiah 63:9 (NKJV) “In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them; in His love and in His 
pity He redeemed them; and He bore them and carried them all the days of old.” 
 

 
IV.      God’s Love Is Unchanging (Immutable) 
 

James 1:17 (NIV) “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who 
does not change like shifting shadows.” 
 
Malachi 3:6a (NKJV) “For I am the Lord, I do not change.” 
 
His love no end or measure knows, 
No change can turn its course, 
Eternally the same it flows 
From one eternal source. 

    �Unknown 
 

 
V.       God’s Love Is Eternal  
 

1 John 4:8b (NKJV) “… for God is love.” 
 
John 3:35 (NKJV) “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand.” 
 
John 14:31a (NKJV) “But that the world may know that I love the Father…”   
 
Matthew 27:46 (NKJV) “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ 
that is, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’”  
 
Jeremiah 31:3 (NKJV) “The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: ‘Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.’” 
 
John 13:1b (NKJV) “…having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.” 
 
1 Corinthians 13:8a (NKJV) “Love never fails.”  
 
Lamentations 3:22 (ESV) “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end.” 
 
Romans 8:35-39 (NKJV) “35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: ‘For Your sake we are killed all day long; we are accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter.’ 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am 
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor 
height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 
 
 

 
VI.      God’s Love Is Inexhaustible 
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   2 Thessalonians 3:5a (NKJV) “Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God…” 
In my opinion, the subject of the love of God may be one of the most difficult subjects in the whole Bible. That will 
probably surprise some, because we have been taught that it is simple. We teach children from infancy, “Jesus loves 
me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so”. That is true and we taught it to our children and I encourage you to teach 
it to yours, but we need very early on to start teaching them what that means. Most people who talk about the love 
of God have no clue what it really means. A. W. Tozer also speaks of the difficulty in understanding the love of 
God: “…His love is an incomprehensibly vast, bottomless, shoreless sea before which we kneel in joyful silence 
and from which the loftiest eloquence retreats confused and abashed. Yet, if we would know God and for others 
sake tell what we know, we must try to speak of His love. All Christians have tried, but none has ever done it very 
well. I can no more do justice to that awesome and wonder-filled theme than a child can grasp a star. Still, by 
reaching toward the star the child may call attention to it and even indicate the direction one must look to see it. So 
as I stretch my heart toward the high, shining love of God, someone who has not before known about it may be 
encouraged to look up and have hope” [A. W. Tozer, “The Knowledge of the Holy”, Page 105]. Dr. D. A. Carson 
said this about the love of God in today’s culture: “…the love of God in our culture has been purged of anything the 
culture finds uncomfortable. The love of God has been sanitized, democratized, and above all sentimentalized” [An 
article by D. A. Carson, “On Distorting the Love of God” www.wccc.net]. Those two quotes summarize my 
thoughts as look at this topic of the love of God.  
   The approach I want to take as we think about sending not only these graduates out in the love of God, but 
sending all of us out into a love deprived world, is to look at six characteristics of the love of God. These 
characteristics exhaust the subject of the love of God about as much as a taking a tea cup of water out of the 
Atlantic Ocean exhausts the Atlantic’s water supply. But perhaps as Tozer said, my feeble efforts may call your 
attention to the love of God and motivate you to dig deeper on your own.  
 
I.       God’s Love Is Holy 
   The word “holy” when applied to God is often misunderstood. The word “holy” literally means “set 
apart”. When we say that God is holy, we are saying that He is totally set apart from everything else and 
there is nothing like Him. When we say that God’s love is a holy love, we are saying that it is a one of a 
kind love; it is in a class of its own. There is no human generated love that can compare to the love of 
God. Human love can be touching, but it is based on a natural relationship (parent for a child), on the 
worthiness of the one being loved (“I love him because of all he has done”), or a benefit the one loving 
receives. Human love sometimes says, “I enjoy acts of love toward those in need because it makes me feel 
so good about myself.” God’s love is altogether different. It is a holy, set apart from every other kind of 
love. God loves because of who He is not because of anything in us. Romans 5:8 (NKJV) says, “But 
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
   There is something else that we mean by calling God’s love a holy love. It never overlooks sin. After 
He tells us that He demonstrated His love toward us while we were yet sinners, He tells us in the next 
verse how He can do that and still be holy in the sense of being set apart from sin. Romans 5:9 (NKJV) 
“Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” 
Jesus shed His blood to propitiate (satisfy) the wrath of a holy God and gave us His righteousness that we 
might be justified – declared righteous before this holy God. God’s love is not a sappy sentimentalism; it 
is holy! Graduates, you are going out into a world, a culture that views God’s love as little more than 
good natured indulgence and a warm sentiment toward His weak and stumbling creation. The love of God 
as our culture perceives it overlooks sin and rebellion and says, “It’s OK, I love you and I understand.” 



No! God loves us too much to overlook sin. His love is a holy love that enables us to be forgiven and 
released from the slavery of sin that we “might be holy as He is holy”. 
 
II.     God’s Love Is Giving 
   Often, God’s love is connected with giving. John 3:16 (NKJV) “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
Galatians 2:20b (NKJV) “…the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 1 John 4:10 
(NKJV) “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent [gave] His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.” Because He is love, He eternally gives to bring about good for His children. The 
greatest gift of His love was God the Son, Jesus. 2 Corinthians 9:15 (NKJV) “Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable gift!” But His giving didn’t stop with His gift of His Son. Romans 8:32 (NKJV) “He who 
did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us 
all things?” God’s love is always giving. We need to understand that His giving is always for our good 
and sometimes what is good for us is not pleasant and not something we would choose. Romans 8:28 
(NASB) “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose.” Often in His love for us He allows painful, heartbreaking 
things that He gives for our ultimate good to sanctify us and conform us to the likeness of his Son.  
 
III.     God’s Love Is Emotional 
God’s love is not just emotional, nor is it driven by emotion, but it is accompanied by emotion. Here is 
what I mean; we are the objects of God’s affection. I am totally convinced that a part of being created in 
the image of God is that we are creatures with emotions. The Bible often speaks of emotions related to 
God. Psalms 7:11 (NKJV) “God is a just judge, and God is angry with the wicked every day.” But it is 
not just negative emotions like anger that we see ascribed to God. When it comes to his children, listen to 
these emotion packed verses referring to the outflow and results of God’s love: Zephaniah 3:17 (NKJV) 
“The Lord your God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness, He 
will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing." Isaiah 62:5b (NKJV) “…as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” Isaiah 63:9 (NKJV) “In all their 
affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence saved them; in His love and in His pity He 
redeemed them; and He bore them and carried them all the days of old.” I don’t want you to see God’s 
love as a cold emotionless thing. It is an emotional love.  
 
IV.      God’s Love Is Unchanging (Immutable)  
   Since God is love and God is unchanging, God’s love is unchanging. We are told of God in James 1:17 
(NIV) “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, 
who does not change like shifting shadows.” Malachi 3:6a (NKJV) "For I am the Lord, I do not 
change…” Because his love is perfect, it cannot increase or diminish. When His children sin, God’s love 
chastens, disciplines, and scourges, but it does not change. All are still loved with the same unchanging 
love. An unknown poet said: 
His love no end or measure knows, 
No change can turn its course, 
Eternally the same it flows 
From one eternal source. 
   You never have to look toward heaven and wonder if God still loves you; He always has and He always 
will. 
 
V.       God’s Love Is Eternal 
    God’s love goes back to eternity past. Before the time dimension was even created, God’s love existed 
between the members of the Trinity. 1 John 4:8b (NKJV) “God is love.” The fact that God IS love is 
evidence for the Trinity. If “God is love”, then He has always loved, even before He created the heavens 



and the earth and mankind. Love demands an object. How was that eternal love manifested before 
creation? It was manifested in the love of the Father for the Son and the Son for the Father and love by 
and for the Holy Spirit. John 3:35 (NKJV) “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His 
hand.” John 14:31a (NKJV) “But that the world may know that I love the Father…” There is a love 
within the Godhead that we can’t even begin to comprehend. This love of God that is eternal explains the 
real agony of the cross. It was not primarily the physical suffering of the coming cross that caused Jesus 
to sweat drops of blood. The agony of the cross was that the Son of God would be forsaken by the Father 
as He took our sin. Matthew 27:46 (NKJV) “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’" This was 
the true agony of the cross. 
   When we look into eternity future, God’s love for His children will never cease. Jeremiah 31:3 
(NKJV) “The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: ‘Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.’” It was said of Jesus (who perfectly manifested the love 
of God) referring to His disciples the night before his crucifixion in John 13:1 (NKJV) “…having loved 
His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.” 1 Corinthians 13:8a (NKJV) “Love never 
fails…” Lamentations 3:22 (ESV) “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come 
to an end”. For God’s love to be temporary, someone or something would have to separate us from that 
love. Romans 8:35-39 (NKJV) “35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: ‘For Your sake we 
are killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.’ 37 Yet in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor 
any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” Since nothing can separate us from His love, it is eternal.  
 
VI.      God’s Love Is Inexhaustible  
   This sixth characteristic of God’s love logically follows the fact that it is eternal. If God’s love is 
eternal, it must be inexhaustible. God’s love is inexhaustible in two ways. We can never exhaust its 
meaning and it never runs dry. Eph 3:19 says that this divine love “passes knowledge”. It is inexhaustible 
also in the sense that it never runs dry. We never have to worry about God one day saying, “Sorry, but I 
am fresh out of love”. Some would say that the greatest human words written about the love of God were 
written by F. H. Lehman in 1917 entitled “The Love of God”. He understood something of the 
inexhaustibility of the love of God.  
The love of God is greater far 
Than tongue or men can ever tell; 
It goes beyond the highest star, 
And reaches to the lowest hell. 
The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 
God gave His Son to win;  
His erring child He reconciled, 
And pardoned from his sin. 
 
Could we with ink the ocean fill,  
And were the skies off parchment made,  
Were every stalk on earth a quill, 
And every man a scribe by trade, 
To write the love of God above 
Would drain the ocean dry. 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 
Though stretched from sky to sky. 



 
CONCLUSION 

   The motive for everything that God does is His glory. A major facet of His glory is His love. In all his 
dealings with us, God’s motive is to display his glorious love. His creation of the earth demonstrates his 
great love as he gave us all that we need physically. His creation of these bodies that Psalm 139:14 says 
are “fearfully and wonderfully made”, display His great love. The greatest display of His glorious love 
was at the cross where the Son of God sent by the Father took our sins and then received God’s just wrath 
for those sins. For those who have received God the Son and have been adopted into the family of God, 
everything that God allows and causes is motivated by His glorious love. The pain we go through, the 
heartache, the happy times, the sad times, are all caused to work together for the good of conforming us to 
the image of His Son that He might be glorified (Romans 8:28-29). Then, as He brings us to be with Him 
forever, we will be living demonstrations before the heavenly hosts of His love. 
   I long for you graduates to go out from here enthralled with the love of God. Oh that all of us could 
leave here consumed with the glorious truth that the God who is love loves us. May we never forget that 
this amazing love is holy, giving, emotional, unchanging, eternal, and inexhaustible. My prayer for you is 
2 Thessalonians 3:5 (NKJV) “Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God…” 


