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Colossians 3:18 
 

Wives, submit to your husbands, 

as is fitting in the Lord 
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Submission 
When you hear “Wives submit to your husbands”, does a negative or 

positive connotation come to your mind?  

• Many things can shape our perspective of submission: your current 

marriage, your parents marriage, culture (tv, movies) 

• We must make sure Scripture shapes our understanding (Col 3:18, Eph 

5:22-24, 1 Peter 3:1-6) 
 

God has established a Biblical Order for the family: 

• Ephesians 5:22-23 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 

23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of 

the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.  

• When was this order in the family established? 

• 1 Timothy 2:12-13 I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise 

authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 13 For Adam was 

formed first, then Eve 
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Submission 
God’s Biblical Order is not grounded in any superiority of the husband or inferiority of the wife 

• Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no 

male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

• 1 Corinthians 11:3 But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the 

head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God. 

• Men and women are equal in value/dignity, but distinct in role and responsibility 

(family/church). The husband is the head of the home and the wife is to submit to her 

husband. The roles for wives and husbands are established by God according to His good 

will and plan, and any rejection of them is a rejection of God’s will and word.  

What does it mean to submit?  

• Submission begins with an affirming and honoring of God’s design for the husband to be 

the head of the home 

• Submission: to submit one’s control, a voluntary yielding to a recognized authority (God, 

husband) 

• To what extent should a wife submit? Ephesians 5:24 Wives should submit in everything to 

their husbands 

• The only exception here is if the husband is asking the wife to clearly disobey the Lord 

(Acts 5:29) 

• You may have a right understanding of submission, you may affirm a wife’s responsibility 

to submit, but this still is not submission 
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Submission 
What will submission look like?  

1 Peter 3:1-6 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do 
not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 
when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not let your adorning be 
external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you 
wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable 
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. 5 For this is 
how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their 
own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, 
if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 

• If your husband is not leading/struggling to lead, he will not be won by your words 
(and this is NOT an excuse for not submitting) 

• Submission is seen in conduct: respectful and pure  

• What will respectful and pure conduct look like? It’s not the braiding of hair, 
jewelry or clothes, but in the adorning of heart (gentle and quiet spirit)  

• Are you marked by respectful and pure conduct, seen in a gentle and quiet spirit 

Ephesians 5:22-24 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the 
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is 
himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should 
submit in everything to their husbands. 
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Submission 
Colossians 3:18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord 

• Submission to your husband is fitting (consistent) for a Christian (according to 
His will & Word)  

• Ephesians 5:4  Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, 
which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving.  

 

Struggle with submission is ultimately a lack of faith in God 

• If you usurp your husbands headship, you are saying to God “I know a better 
way (me leading)” 

• There is help for the struggle in submission: 1 Peter 2:21-23 For to this you 
have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, 
so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who 
judges justly. 

• For the glory of the gospel, and through the power of the gospel, may the Lord 
help all the wives grow in their submission to their husbands, as is fitting in the 
Lord  
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