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Kingdom Living, Part 6 
 
One soon discovers that as a Christian, walking with Christ means spiritual warfare.  In fact, the Bible is 
filled with allusions to and exhortations stating this truth. 
 

2 Corinthians 10:3, “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh.” 
 
Ephesians 6:12, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” 

 
Zechariah prophesied of the ultimate triumph of God’s people in the last days: 
 

Zechariah 10:5, “And they shall be as mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of 
the streets in the battle: and they shall fight, because the LORD is with them, and the riders on 
horses shall be confounded.” 

 
Whether you realize it or not, we're soldiers engaged in a very important battle. In light of this we rightly 
ask this:  What specifically is our calling?  As soldiers of Christ, to what have we been commissioned? 
 
I hope you see that the answer to this is all important.  How many times in warfare has a platoon lost lives 
for no reason, battling for ground which in the end is unnecessary?  O they took a strategic position only 



 
 

to discover that it was worthless? 
 
Accordingly, what a shame it would be to engage in the battle of the Lord only to discover in the end that 
you have been beating the air!  Truly, we want our lives to count- as well as our struggles. 
 
In light of this, we must know the battle to which we have been called and commissioned.  We need to 
know the TARGET or the objective of the battle.  And the text at which we are looking helps in this 
regard.  This is Saul's commissioning whereby God instructed the King as to the calling that rested on his 
life. 
 
And yet as we have seen, this passage is far more than just Saul's commissioning.  This passage serves as 
a shadow of the Messianic Kingdom of which you and I are members and thus this  passage contains 
OUR commissioning as well.   
 
What is the service to which we have been called in Christ?  Where ought the battle to rage in our lives? 
 
We are going to answer these questions as we pick up where we left off last time.  From 1 Samuel 10:7 
we saw that the general calling that rests on each of our lives as soldiers of Christ's Kingdom related to 
the kingdom of God in general. 
 

1 Samuel 10:7, “And let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, that thou do as occasion serve 
thee; for God is with thee.” 

 
Last time we examined this passage in general, considering its implication both in the life of Saul and in 
the life of all Kingdom citizens. Herein we saw that the exhortation coincides with an ethic found in 
Scripture. 
 

Psalm 37:4, “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” 
 
Psalm 21:1-2, “The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD; and in thy salvation how greatly shall 
he rejoice!  Thou hast given him his heart’s desire, and hast not withholden the request of his lips. 
Selah.” 
 
Psalm 145:18-19, “The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in 
truth.  He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save 
them.” 
 
Romans 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 

 
What is the ethic? 
 
Simply stated the ethic is this: In the Kingdom of God, we are called to 
 

• Live by grace and then do what we want!   
• Delight in God and then serve according to our conviction!   
• Come to know our calling and then do what is on our heart! 

 
Again, God doesn't want automatons!  It is as Martin Luther put it:  After teaching about the grace of 
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Christ which saves us from our sin, a disciple queried him, “Master Luther. Now that I am saved, what 
ought I to do?”  Luther hit is on the head, “Do what you want... but the question is, 'What do you want?'“ 
 
As a Christian if there is a time in your life when you don't want to serve God, or uphold His word, honor 
Him, obey Him, or glorify Him THEN the obvious implication is that you are not living by grace!   From 
this perspective we understand the role of law in the life of the child of God is to be “a lamp unto our feet 
and a light unto our path” (Psalm 119:105). 
 
In Christ we do not view the law as that which is necessary in order to be found pleasing to the Lord, or to 
enter the Kingdom of God, or to be saved.  Rather, we understand that it describes the heartbeat of the one 
saved by grace.  Truly, grace instructs us to live according to God's word.1   Thus if the desire is not there 
to uphold God's law, one must take it as an indication that he is not living by grace. 
 
In light of this we are not surprised to discover that the service required of Saul as an anointed man, set 
apart unto God for His purpose, was nothing less than doing what the occasion required  and grasping 
what he found in his hand's reach.  Saul was to act upon the impulse of a heart commissioned by God unto 
the work of His Kingdom. 
 
How did “this calling” work its way out in Saul's life? 
 
The answer to this would determine the kind of king he would be. Accordingly, notice “this calling”/the 
TARGET at which Saul was to aim. 
 

1 Samuel 10:7, “And let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, that thou do as occasion serve 
thee; for God is with thee.” 

 
We have looked at this passage for its general considerations.  Now let us consider this command as it 
applied specifically to Saul.  
 
What specifically did “the occasion require” of Saul?   
 
Here brothers and sisters we are at the mercy of Hebrew prose which generally does not state the obvious, 
but rather prefers to demonstrate it.  Recall that the closest genre in our day to Hebrew prose is stage play 
or the theater.  If you've ever watched a play, you know that seldom if ever are the good guys and bad 
guys declared to be as such by the narrator.  Rather through the dialogue and flow of the story the 
protagonist and antagonists are revealed as such. 
 
Well that's how Hebrew narratives are written.  The buzz word for this in theological studies is “Scenic 
Narratives.”  Dr. V Philips Long described it this way: 
 

“But what do we mean when we say that a narrative is scenic? Although a narrative and a play are 
not the same thing, 'scenes' in both artistic media do share a number of common features, so that it 
is helpful in visualizing what is meant by a narrative scene to recall the chief characteristic of the 
more familiar theatrical scene. In a dramatic script [as well as in Hebrew narratives], a scene 
normally begins with stage directions identifying and locating the players on the stage and 'setting 
the scene', viz. stating when, where, and under what circumstances the events of the scene are to 
be imagined as taking place. If specific props are singled out for attention, this is usually because 

                                                 
1 Compare Titus 2:11-14 
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they will have some mimetic or symbolic significance or will be required by the action of the 
scene... The effect of such narration is to give the reader a sense of immediacy; he feels that he is 
there watching the episode unfold rather than viewing it from a spatially and chronologically 
distant vantage point.”2  

 
Thus, when we read an Old Testament narrative, we do so as the audience whose job it is to make 
judgments as to who is right and who is wrong, and who is the good guy and who is the bad guy.  Dr. 
Robert Rayburn wrote this: 
 

“The narrator very often does not tell you exactly what he wants you to think about a person or 
what that person said or did. He will rely on your discernment, though he will often give 
indications in the text as to how we ought to judge matters that we are reading about... [As such, 
the book of] Samuel will show more than it will tell. You will find out more about Saul by 
watching what he does and listening to what he says than from any evaluation of his character 
provided by the narrator.”34 

 
Accordingly there is no question that an Old Testament Jew reading this passage would have understand 
what was meant by, “...do what the occasion requires.” You must see that the text is not being vague here; 
rather it is showing us what God means! 
 
In light of this, let me place the command given to this newly anointed king, i.e., “to do what the occasion 
required” in its Biblical context so that we might read this passage as an informed audience. 
 
Yet as I do this it is helpful to understand the flow of the next couple of chapters. 
 
Following his anointing, Saul returned home to the life he enjoyed before he met Samuel.  Yet things had 
been set in motion, and so toward the latter part of 1 Samuel 10, Saul is publicly anointed.  Once again, 
Saul returned to his life as if nothing had happened. 
 
But then the threat of the Ammonites came.5  After crushing this threat, Saul is anointed for the second 
time6  and the people are given an exhortation in 1 Samuel 12.  Following this grand occasion, Jonathan 
took out the Philistine garrison stationed in Gibeath and war ensued between Israel and the Philistines.7   
Then we read of Saul's moral failure and the rejection of his line as the family which would rule on the 
throne of Israel.8 And from 1 Samuel 16 on the focus of the book shifts to David. 
 
With that consider what our passage is “showing.”   What constituted the “occasion required” in Saul’s 
life was for a very specific purpose.  
 

1 Samuel 9:16, “To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, 
and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he may save my people out of 

                                                 
2 Dr. V. Philips Long, The Reign and Rejection of King Saul: A Case for Literary and Theological Coherence, Society of 
Biblical Literature (1989),  ISBN-10: 1555403921 pages 22-23 
3 Dr. Robert Rayburn, taken from his sermon note on 1 Samuel, Emphasis mine. 

4. Taken from his sermon notes on 1 Samuel. Emphasis mine. 

5 Compare 1 Samuel 11 
6 Compare 1 Samuel 11:14-15 
7 Compare 1 Samuel 13 - 14 
8 Compare 1 Samuel 15 
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the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because their cry is come unto me. 
 

God's stated purpose for raising up a king at this time was the deliverance of His people from the 
Philistines.  Saul was chosen by God and anointed that he might remove the Philistine presence from 
Israel! 
 
Secondly (and this is something we would not know without research, but ALL Jews at the time would 
have known on account of their culture), in the ancient Near East, kings were not made; rather, they were 
recognized on account of their valor and success in battle.  That is why in almost every nation at this time 
when a king died, the rightful heir was NOT immediately accepted as king.  Instead, civil war regularly 
broke out as the next leader emerged on account of his being victorious over all others aspiring to the 
throne. 
 
So, in the ancient Near East, kings were not elected; they were confirmed through war!9  And that 
brothers and sisters is what God was setting Saul up for here.  Notice that without any demonstration of 
Saul's ability to be king via battle, Saul's anointing was disputed.  After Saul was publicly anointed for the 
first time we read this: 
 

1 Samuel 10:27, “But the children of Belial said, How shall this man save us? And they despised 
him, and brought him no presents. But he held his peace.” 

 
There was very little time between the private anointing of Saul and his public anointing.  And yet this 
would not have been a problem had Saul somehow fought and won a battle for Israel.  Yet as there was no 
battle waged between Saul's private and public anointing, from the people's perspective it would have 
appeared that Saul just arrived on the scene.  They would ask:  Who is this man?  And what makes 
Samuel think that he is qualified? 
 
Ah, but bring forth a victory for Saul in battle, and everything changes. 
 

1 Samuel 11:11-12, “And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the people in three companies; 
and they came into the midst of the host in the morning watch, and slew the Ammonites until the 
heat of the day: and it came to pass, that they which remained were scattered, so that two of them 
were not left together. And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that said, Shall Saul reign over 
us? bring the men, that we may put them to death.” 

 
Do you see the role that battle held in the ascension of Saul as King? It was fundamental! 
 
Accordingly, notice what Samuel did following Saul's conquest. 
 

1 Samuel 11:14-15, “Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the 
kingdom there.  And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before the 
LORD in Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace offerings before the LORD; and 
there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.” 

 
If you are keeping record, you will note that this was Saul's SECOND public anointing!   

                                                 
9 The book of Judges bears this out as well. The pattern for becoming a judge at the time of the Judges was designation, 
demonstration, confirmation through battle. 
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Why the multiple anointings? 
 
BECAUSE SAUL'S FIRST ANOINTING TOOK PLACE WITHOUT A BATTLE AND SO IT WAS 
DISPUTED!  The implication is that when God brought Saul to the holy city of Gibeath where the 
Philistines had the audacity to station a garrison of men and then after all the signs and miracles, God told 
Saul, “Do what the occasion requires.”  God was commanding Saul to attack the Philistine Garrison 
because this would have established Saul as king in the eyes of the people! 
 
And that brings us to a third observation:  The destruction of the Philistine garrison of our text was a 
turning point in Israel's relationship with the Philistines! 
 
Before Jonathan's routing of this garrison, Israel was enslaved and so oppressed by this evil nation.10  
After Jonathan's victory, the Philistines once again declared war on Israel11  with the result that God 
delivered Israel from the Philistine threat and in the process established Israel as a sovereign nation.12  
 
 It clearly was God's plan to use the destruction of this garrison to establish not only Saul's authority to be 
King, but also Israel's sovereignty.  While Saul enjoyed victory over the Ammonites and so became the 
undisputed King of Israel, it wasn't until the garrison at Gibeath was destroyed that the remaining 
instructions which Samuel gave to Saul in 1 Samuel 10:8 were set in motion.13  
 
What was it that Samuel commanded Saul in his commissioning?  After Saul presumably did “what the 
occasion require” Samuel’s instruction was this: 
 

1 Samuel 10:8, “And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, behold, I will come down unto 
thee, to offer burnt offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace offerings: seven days shalt thou 
tarry, till I come to thee, and shew thee what thou shalt do.” 

 
Well, after what battle did Saul himself know to wait seven days?  
 
It wasn't after the Ammonite victory of chapter 11, but after the destruction of the Philistine garrison 
referenced in 1 Samuel 10:5-7. 
 

1 Samuel 13:8, “And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed: 
but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him.” 

 
The implication here is that Saul himself knew that the destruction of the garrison was part of his 
commissioning by God. See, Saul didn't go down to Gilgal following the conquest of the Ammonites.  .It 
was only after the Philistine Garrison was removed that 1 Samuel 10:8 picked back up! 
 
From all of this I hope you see that when Saul was commanded to approach the garrison in Gibeath and 
there “do what the occasion requires,” the clear implication was that God had commissioned this man to 
destroy the Philistine Garrison! This was God’s will for His king.14  Clearly this was how the King of 

                                                 
10 Compare 1 Samuel 13:19-23 
11 Compare 1 Samuel 13:3-4 
12 Compare 1 Samuel 14:14; 20-23 
13 Compare also 1 Samuel 13:5-8 
14 Compare 1 Samuel 9:16. 
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Israel was to be proven and so elected.15  And this is what set in motion the remaining instructions that 
Saul received at his commissioning.16  
 
From this we therefore conclude that the destruction of this Philistine Garrison would have been on the 
heart of any genuine king!  And this is what any real King would have done.  Joyce Baldwin, among 
many voices proclaiming the same, wrote, “Mention of the Philistine presence there gives a reminder of 
the threat that Saul is to remove...”17  
 
Now, that Saul came to Gibeath, received the gifting of the Spirit of God, saw all the signs of his 
anointing come true, and then simply he 
 

• Went home, 1 Samuel 10:14-16.  
 **and** 

• Returned to his work in the fields, 1 Samuel 11:5. 
 
These actions indicate without a shadow of a doubt that Saul was not a real king.  (Now, don’t 
misunderstand- he was the king; it is that he was a sham)!   
 
And that brings us to the clear message of this text!  Kingdom Living involves serving God from the heart 
 It requires us to know the grace of God and act according to it.  It requires us to delight in God and then 
strive to serve Him.  And where the passion to “do His good pleasure” is lacking, at that moment so also 
is the faithful servant of God! 
 
And thus this text, more than any other passage, demonstrates the kind of King the people received in 
Saul.  Saul was not one who delighted in God or in doing God’s will.  Rather when time and God's eternal 
plan converged such that the moment was right to raise up a king, Saul's true nature was revealed for what 
he really was: an imposter... a pretender! 
 

How to Measure a Christian 
 
How does this relate to us as citizens of God's Messianic Kingdom? 
 
There no doubt are many applications which arise from this text when it comes to our lives! However, I 
only want to address two of them. 
 
The first is that genuine, authentic Christianity is measured NOT by what we do or how we look, but by 
what we desire!   
 

1 Samuel 16:7, “But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height 
of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.” 

 
Accordingly, as a shepherd of people's souls I am not so much concerned by the actions or conduct of a 

                                                 
15 Compare 1 Samuel 11:14-15 
16 Compare 1 Samuel 10:8; 13:8 
17 Joyce Baldwin, Tyndale Old Testament Commentary, 1 and 2 Samuel : An Introduction and Commentary, Intervarsity Press 
(September 2006), ISBN-10: 0877842582 page 91 
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person, you know the externals18: 
 

• How they dress.   
• Their speech.   
• Their conduct.   
• Even their lack of conformity to God's word. 

 
What concerns me, and what ought to concern you, is what goes on in the heart. 
 

• Are you saddened when you fall short of God's glory?   
• Does it bother you when you sin?  
• Do you mourn over your sinfulness?   
• Or do you fret only when you get caught? 

 
Just as a real king would have delighted in God and then come to the Philistine Garrison and endeavored 
to destroy it, so also a real Christian is someone who will delight in and so purpose to do God's will.  The 
genuine servant of God will be marked NOT by attaining  
 

• Some level of moral purity (for that can be too easily faked) 
• An external facade of holiness or humility. 

 
But a Christian will be marked by a heart that  
 

• Grieves its own sinfulness!  
• Loves Christ!   
• Longs to do God's will! 

 
Arthur W. Pink put it this way: 
 

“Just as the sinner's despair of any hope from himself is the first prerequisite of a sound 
conversion; so the loss of all confidence in himself is the first essential in the believer's growth in 
grace.” 

 
Horatius Bonar, commenting on the woman who washed Christ's feet with a costly perfume, said this: 
 

“Is there no silent lesson here for us? It is not labor, nor suffering, which get the highest 
commendation from Jesus. It is love- pure, warm, ungrudging, loyal love! It is this which gets the 
Master's 'Well done.' He can do without the others- but not without this.”19  

 
So as you consider your walk with Christ and your service in the Kingdom, let us understand that an 
authentic Christianity leaves a person with a genuine desire to serve the Lord.  Great feats of moral 
victory may come and go in his life, but, as it depends upon us, NOT LOVE FOR CHRIST AND HIS 
WILL!  This more than anything else must be our focus... passion... life! 
 
Accordingly brothers and sisters, and flowing from this, secondly: 
 

                                                 
18 This does not mean that the externals are not indicative of the interals. 
19 Horatius Bonar, Bethany and Its Feast   
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• Do you know what we ought to be about as anointed men and women?   
• Do you understand now what constitutes the battle to which we have been called?   
• Do you see now the warfare which is not “beating the air”?   
• Do you see the TARGET? 

 
Out of love for Christ our calling is to destroy the garrisons which THE Philistine have had the audacity 
to erect in our lives!   
 

2 Corinthians 10:4-6,  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong holds;)  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ; And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.” 

 
Notice that  

1. We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, 
2. And we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,  
3. And we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete. 

 
This constitutes the calling which God has placed on our lives as anointed soldiers in His Kingdom.  The 
objective of the warfare in which we currently are engaged (the target.) is threefold with the first leading 
to the other two. It is  
 

1. Taking out the high-places of this life. 
2. Striving to serve the Lord from the heart.   
3. Working toward the same in each other's lives. 

 
From this it should be obvious that the destruction of the high places is a pivotal calling in our lives (as it 
was in Saul's).   
 
So what are the high places referenced here?  
 
The text says that they are “speculations and lofty things raised up against the knowledge of Christ.”  
 
What are these? 
 
There are only a few ways to “raise up a lofty thing against the knowledge of Christ,” in fact, really only 
one. That is to approach God on your own merit, and not that of Christ's!  It is to stand before God 
“naked”, without the righteousness of Christ.  It is to down-play or even deny the necessity of His cross 
work.  It is to think that what you do as a Christian could somehow place God in your debt.  It is to base 
your relationship with God on what YOU DO and not on what CHRIST HAS DONE! 
 
THESE ARE THE HIGH PLACES IN THE LIFE OF THE CHILD OF GOD WHICH WE HAVE BEEN 
CALLED TO DESTROY! 
 
And thus this day we receive a commissioning somewhat similar to Saul's.  And the question we must ask 
ourselves, the issue which more than anything else will define us as servants of Christ, is, “What are we 
going to do about this high place?” 
 
Like Saul: 
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• Will you shrink back? 
• Will you shrug your shoulders and go home? 
• Will you simply go back to work tomorrow morning as if nothing happened today? 

 
Or will you take seriously your calling and crucify any and all lofty things which in your life have been 
raised up against Christ? 
 
Oh Christian, we are servants of Christ.  Make no mistake about it, just as Saul was a king in Israel so we 
are servants.  Yet in contrast to Saul, may our regency be known NOT for the great things we will do in 
Christ's name BUT for the moments in our lives where we took out high places and so exalted Christ! 
 
This is the Service to which we have been called. 
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About Bethel Presbyterian Church  
 
The Bethel Presbyterian Church Ministry of the Word is published regularly.  
 

VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian Church 
meets at Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The telephone 
number of the church is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each Sunday. 
Bethel Presbyterian Church is a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web.  The recording for this sermon and these notes 
can be found at   Kingdom Warfare .  The web address for all sermons at Bethel Presbyterian Church can 
be found out as follows: http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on May 20, 2007.  Greg is the preacher at Bethel Presbyterian 
Church. 
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