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Revelation the seventh chapter beginning our reading in verse 13. 
 

And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are 
arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir, 
thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve 
him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall 
dwell among them.  They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.  For the Lamb which is in 
the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.1 

 
Now this is the fourth sermon in our mini series on life after death within the context of 
the larger series on the book of Revelation. And our plan in this series on life after death 
is to see what God’s Word, the Bible, says about questions such as, you know, why a 
good God would permit death to exist in the world. We have looked at hat question.  
What happens to people after they die?  Is there such a thing as reincarnation or do 
people... are just annihilated and the soul no longer exists?  Is there such a thing as 
purgatory?  Hell, heaven, is that real? Do the dead remember their life on earth?  Are they 
aware of what is happening on earth after they die? Can they communicate with the 
living or can we communicate with them and if so how would it be possible and are there 
really ghosts and if ghosts exist are they actually the spirits of dead people? 
 
Now to continue exploring we have already looked at several of those questions. To 
continue exploring what the Bible says about these things, please turn to Luke, the gospel 
of Luke.  And we are looking at chapter 16.   
 
Luke chapter 16 and we will begin with verse 19. And this, of course, is Jesus speaking.  
 

                                                
1 Revelation 7:13-17. 
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There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, 
and fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named 
Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed 
with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs  
came and licked his sores.  And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, 
and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and 
seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  And he cried and said, 
Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame.  But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime 
receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is 
comforted, and thou art tormented.  And beside all this, between us and 
you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence 
to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.   
Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to 
my father’s house:  For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, 
lest they also come into this place of torment.  Abraham saith unto him, 
They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.   And he said, 
Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead. 2 

 
Let’s make sure what it is we just read. Is it a parable?  Well, we have to know what a 
parable is to be able to identify a parable. A parable is defined as an earthly story with a 
heavenly meaning.  A parable has a moral lesson.  Whether or not the people or events 
were ever real in a parable is not the point.  The meaning of a parable doesn’t depend on 
whether or not it is a report of an actual event with real people.  
 
For example, in the parable we all know of the good Samaritan or the parable of the 
sower who threw some seeds on rocky ground and in good ground and on thorns and 
such.  The point of the parable is not whether it is describing people and events that 
actually happened. The point is the meaning or what we might call the moral of the story. 
The fact that it may never have happened is taken for granted as not being the point. It is 
not really relevant to what Jesus wants us to learn in a parable. 
 
Now Jesus didn’t always speak in parables. The Bible says he spoke many things in 
parables, but he obviously, if you know the Scriptures, he many times did not speaks in 
parables.  In fact at tone point he said, “Now I will speak plainly to you and I no longer 
will speak to you in parables.” 
 
To decide if the story of the rich man and Lazarus is a parable or not we have to, as I 
said, know the definition of a parable. A parable consists of at least four elements. These 
four elements have to be present to have a parable. Number one, a parable is a story from 
every day life. That is the every day life of the people who heard the parable, ok, first 
century Israel, things familiar to them. Secondly, it has ordinary events, circumstances 
that the people lived with every day such as plants budding and fruiting or buying and 
                                                
2 Luke 16:19-30. 
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selling or the relationships of masters and servants.  Number three, the characters are not 
important.  In Jesus’ parables they don’t have names.  It is the prodigal son and the father 
and the servant and this type of thing or a farmer or whatever. Number four, there is no 
attempt to identify the exact location where the parable supposedly happened. There is a 
couple of exceptions, the parable or the good Samaritan is one because the fact that he 
was a Samaritan who were hated by the Jews and they hated the Jews, that is the point. 
That goes to the point of the story that someone so hated would actually help somebody 
that they are supposedly hate so that that was important. But mostly where these things 
happen, supposedly happened is not the point, not even mentioned. 
 
And the purpose of a parable, really, as I said is to teach this moral lesson, not to make 
people imitate what happened in the parable.  For example, the parable of the good 
shepherd who leaves his 99 sheep to find the one lost sheep is not to instruct people in 
animal husbandry.  There is a bigger point than that.   
 
So if you apply these characteristics of a parable to the story of the rich man and Lazarus 
you will find it cannot be a parable.  It is certainly not a story from every day life. These 
are not ordinary circumstances that everyone is familiar with. They weren’t all familiar 
with heaven and hell and what goes on there. The scene is described in a lot more detail 
than parables and if it is to teach a moral lesson, well, that lesson is pretty obscure.  It 
seems to teach that we ought to do something, witness to our loved ones while we are still 
alive, maybe, ok.   
 
So what is this story?  There is another clue. It is the only one which Jesus told—as far as 
I know, unless you prove me wrong here—the only one I could find where people are 
named. They have names.  They were real people that were named Abraham and 
Lazarus.  And Jesus’ other parables or Jesus’ parables were about life on earth.  He 
doesn’t use other worldly settings in his parables. 
 
So the story of the rich man and Lazarus doesn’t have the characteristics that define a 
parable. It is not a parable. Described real events. It is describing the afterlife the way it 
really it is.   
 
Now, then we have to look at it a whole new way. Let’s think about what Jesus is 
teaching us. 
 
First of all, the rich man is the point I want to make. Don’t get the idea the rich man went 
to hell because he was rich and Lazarus went to heaven because he was poor. Lazarus 
went to heaven because he found favor with God and the rich man went to hell because 
he was evil and he rejected the way that God said you should live. 
 
Notice that although Abraham’s and the rich man’s bodies were dead, their spirits 
including their mental faculties are very much alive.  They are fully aware.  They know 
who they are. They know where they are. They know who the other persons are. The rich 
man knows who his brothers are.  He remembers. He knows, you know, how many 
brothers he has. He knows where they are and he knows that they are lost, spiritually lost. 
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Even though they are dead and even though the rich man’s spirit was in hell, he was still 
able to feel, reason, remember, communicate, love. He showed love for his brothers. He 
didn’t want them to be where he was.  He felt pain.  He felt thirst.  So just as Abraham 
was able to do all these things he new exactly where he was and why.   He knew that 
Abraham and Lazarus were in heaven and he had his memory.   
 
Abraham is a type of Christ in this and he talked with him about his sinful life on earth 
and the rich man agreed he deserved his punishment. He remembered his family. He 
knew of events on earth.  He was aware that his brothers were still unbelievers. He knew 
they needed to believe the gospel in order to go to heaven. Now that is light years ahead 
of what he believed when he was on earth, isn’t it?   
 
He begged Abraham, Christ, to save his brothers. He was able to formulate arguments, 
attempting to reason with Abraham to convince him to send witnesses to his brothers. 
 
So we learn that there was no break in consciousness when he died, no loss of memory, 
no los of what he knew. He was the same person he was on earth, except more so. In fact, 
he knew a lot a lot more in hell, didn’t he, then he ever knew when he was on earth.  
 
He knew the gospel was necessary to be believed.  And how can we possibly believe that 
this man in hell was more aware, more alive, more conscious than Lazarus in heaven with 
God? How can we believe that he is more so? 
 
Of course people are awake in heaven. The Bible teaches, as we have seen and we will 
continue to see, they know where they are. They remember their life on earth. They 
recognize and know the other people who are there and they even know what is going on 
on earth at this present time. 
 
Now remember when Jesus died on the cross he was resurrected into his glorified body, 
or his resurrection body, his glorified body.  The Bible calls it the first fruit of what we 
shall be like. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20, “Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept.”3 
 
Now this body which he was showing us the body we will have when we are resurrected, 
was he awake?  Did Jesus know where he was after the resurrection?  Did he go from 
place to place? Did he know his friends? Did he talk? Did he reason? The answer is yes 
to all those questions.  And more than even that he said in Luke 24:39 when he appeared 
to his disciples he said, “Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and 
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.”4 
 
Fascinating. I mentioned this last week.  
                                                
3 1 Corinthians 15:20. 
4 Luke 24:39.  



Page 5 of 11 
 

 
 
“It is I myself,”5 Jesus said.  
 
Just because his fleshly body had died it didn’t matter. He was still himself.  
 
Now the major theme of the rich man and Lazarus has to do with the last verse.   
 
“And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets [the Bible], neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”6 
 
The Bible alone is sufficient to bring people to repentance and salvation.  
 
Romans 10:17, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”7 
 
And Jesus said in John five: 
 

For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of 
me.  But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?8 

 
 
A friend of mine told me that he to go to a funeral service for a person who was 
obviously not a Christian.  His life was no testimony that he was ever a Christian and he 
said the... he wondered. The minister was a reformed minister and he had been asked to 
preach the sermon. And he wondered... and my friend is an elder in the church and he 
wondered how is this minister going to handle this? 
 
And the way the minister handled it said, “Well, if Joe could come back from the dead 
and stand here right now he would tell you that every word in this book is true.” 
 
And that is the testimony. That is the testimony. The Bible alone is sufficient to bring 
people to repentance and salvation.  And the major theme has to do with this last verse. It 
has to do with the Bible alone being sufficient.   
 
Now yet how many of us think that it is up to us to convince people to believe? You 
know, if I only had a good argument for their objections. If only I could show them what 
Jesus has done for me.  How many times have you heard that method of witnessing? 
 
Well, if you believe in Jesus, believe him when he tells you that the Scripture alone is all 
you need. You don’t have to have a theology degree or a degree in apologetics to be able 
to witness for Christ.  You need the Word of God. Your reasoning power and your 
rational arguments and your proofs from archaeology and science and your appeal to 

                                                
5 Ibid.  
6 Luke 16:31.  
7 Romans 10:17. 
8 John 5:46-47. 
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their emotions, your appeal to their experience, those are all worthless, ok?  Without the 
Word of God they are all worthless. You can’t argue someone into heaven. You can’t 
reason him there. You can’t love him there. You can’t even die and come back to 
convince them.   
 
As Jesus said, “If somebody doesn’t listen to the Bible it wouldn’t matter if someone 
came back from the dead to try to prove it to them. They still wouldn’t listen.” 
 
In fact, someone has come back from the dead, the Lord Jesus Christ, and many people 
still don’t believe him. 
 
So what the rich man in hell advocated has a parallel today in the evangelical world.  You 
may be familiar with... anybody ever hear of lifestyle evangelism? That a term you might 
know?  No?  Ok. 
 
Well, lifestyle evangelism says if you live a moral life people will be so impressed that 
they are going to be drawn to you and be converted to find out what your secret is. 
 
Now that has some truth to it.  We are to be shining lights, Jesus said.  Our good works 
are to be displayed before men.  
 
“Let your light so shine before men,” in Matthew five, “that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”9 
 
But simply living your life morally is not going to bring people to Christ.   
 
Mormons, think about Mormons. They are... people think, oh, well, they are, you know, 
they are among the most moral people, in quotes, around.  Yet they lead millions of 
people to hell.  
 
So millions of people who have lived to what the world appears to be a moral life maybe 
more moral to the world than the life that you and I lead, they are in hell. Why? Because 
God doesn’t decide who goes to heaven based on how many sins you commit versus how 
many good things you do.  Only one sin sends you to hell, the Bible teaches. So on that 
basis everybody... of hell would be everybody’s final destiny.  
 
No, living a moral life is not the ticket to salvation. Trusting in your moral life to save 
you is a ticket, as I have said, to hell. Only if you trust in Christ for his salvation that will 
ensure that you go to heaven and trusting him means receiving him as the Lord of your 
life and that means a day to day practical reality you do what he wants and you don’t 
always do what you want. 
 
He said in John 14:21, “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifest myself to him.”10 
                                                
9 Matthew 5:16.  
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And, again, in John 14 he said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”11 
 
So the one who loves Jesus will find himself more and more doing more good and less 
evil. It is called sanctification. But that is a result of his salvation by Jesus Christ. It is 
never its cause.  The good things you do are the result of the Holy Spirit living in you. 
Good works will never get you to heaven. It is trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for 
salvation. Good works come afterwards.  
 
Lifestyle evangelism is described by one of the most prominent authors in his book titled 
Lifestyle Evangelism, appropriately. He says, “Lifestyle evangelism, finding common 
ground and earning the right to be heard is the secret to lifestyle evangelism.” 
 
Now that is so wrong on so many levels, I don’t want to start another sermon. But first of 
all there is no common ground between a Christian and a non Christian that is to say an 
enemy of Christ.  Because of original sin we are all born with a corrupt love for ourselves 
and a denial of the lordship of the Creator.  And even our minds, our reasoning power, 
our emotions are corrupt. We are born with a corrupt reasoning power. 
 
Dr. Van Til used to talk about a man’s reasoning power is being like a fine table, 
expensive table saw and he has adjusted it perfectly with the dials and getting everything 
right to make the exact cut he wants to make. And he leaves the room and doesn’t realize 
that his five year old child has played around with the dials. So he comes back and tries 
to cut this board to this precise cut but it is off, but he doesn’t realize it because he 
doesn’t realize the child has played with the dials. So he thinks he is cutting exactly the 
way he should be cutting, but he is not. He is off. And that is what man’s reasoning 
power is. 
 
He thinks he is reasoning correctly, but sin has played with the dials and you can’t reason 
correctly even though you don’t even realize it. That is why we bow our reason to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the Word of God. That is the only foundation for true reason. 
 
So there is no common ground between the Christian and the unbeliever except the law 
of God written on his heart as the Bible teaches. He knows there is a God and he know 
she is guilty before that God.  
 
And this stuff about earning the right to be heard is just grotesque as though we are 
supposed to beg unbelievers that we might have a moment of their attention so we can 
meekly show them how moral we are and that is supposed to make them want to hear 
about Jesus Christ.  That is why the moral majority is such a repugnant term. No 
Christian calls himself moral in himself. 
 
So if you think you are going to convert people by impressing them about what a good 
person you are, you will make converts. It works, but they won’t believe the Bible. They 

                                                
10 John 14:21.  
11 John 14:15.  
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will be converted to lifestyle evangelism and they will put their faith in themselves and 
their own moral life rather than the Word of God.   
 
Ok. 
 
Now the rich man in hell believed in lifestyle evangelism. You know, he was... you might 
call him the father of televangelism.  In fact, he was even ahead of the televangelists of 
today. They can’t bring somebody back from the dead, but the rich man in hell said to 
Abraham, “Let’s do a spectacular miracle to convince people. Bring somebody back from 
the dead. That will convince them.” 
 
And that kind of evangelism is straight from the pit of hell. And that is where the rich 
man was who proposed it and the Lord represented by Abraham says, “No, the Word of 
God is sufficient. It is all anybody needs to be saved.” 
 
On this side of the cross, after the last apostle has long gone to heaven, there are no signs 
and wonders, no laying on of hands and falling backwards.  By the way, in the Bible that 
is always a sign of demonic forces at work this falling backwards.  No curing people of 
invisible maladies.  You know, oh, I couldn’t hear before and now, preacher, I can hear.   
 
No way to verify that, is there?   
 
The message of the gospel is sent through men and women and children, the elect whom 
God has chosen to proclaim and explain the Word of God to a fallen world. 
 
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”12 
 
I will stop there. So much for the mini sermon inside our mini series.  Let me just finish 
here with this part on Revelation.   
 
We have seen that the dead know what is going on the earth from the story of Lazarus 
and from the book of Revelation, what we read about the saints asking when they will 
receive justice.   
 
A lot of the news is not good and we saw this this past week at Virginia Tech and, you 
know, it is the worst tragedy, the worst shooting in American history, you know, until 
next month.  And so we, you know, it seems like the news mostly is not very good, pretty 
depressing. 
 
So, since we know there is no sorrow in heaven, how can it be that people in heaven 
know of events on earth. Wouldn’t they be sorrowful about them?  Well, please turn to 1 
Corinthians chapter 13.  In 1 Corinthians chapter 13 in verse nine it says: 
 

For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.  But when that which is 
perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.  When I was 

                                                
12 Romans 10:17.  
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a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but 
when I became a man, I put away childish things.  For now we see through 
a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I 
know even as also I am known.13 

 
Therefore, when those in heaven know what is happening on earth, they see it through 
God’s eyes, not human eyes.  They have perfect peace because they know that everything 
that happens is ordained by God and it is all part of his plan to bring all of creation under 
the rule of Jesus Christ. 
 
You know, that is where history is going.  All of creation before the last day will be under 
the rule of Jesus Christ. 
 
Take a look at Ephesians chapter two, please. In Ephesians chapter two verse nine says... 
I am sorry.  That is in chapter one, not chapter two.  
 
“Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
which he hath purposed in himself.”14 
 
Ok and it is the next verse. What is that mystery? 
 
“That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.”15 
 
And if you jump down to verse 20: 
 

Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set 
him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:  And hath 
put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to 
the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.16 

 
Hebrews 2:8 says, “Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put 
all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not 
yet all things put under him.”17 
 
Not everything is put under him yet, but that is the direction of history. That is where it is 
going. 
 

                                                
13 1 Corinthians 13:9-12. 
14 Ephesians 1:9. 
15 Ephesians 1:10.  
16 Ephesians 1:20-23. 
17 Hebrews 2:8.  
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So the saints in heaven know events on earth. They rejoice that the Lord is bringing every 
corner of creation including all the nations under the feet of Christ. That is why they are 
to either kiss his feet or to be crushed under them.  
 
Let’s look at Revelation chapter six please.  Revelation chapter six verses... three verses I 
want to look at, a parallel passage in many ways to our passage in Revelation 7:13-17 and 
to the story of the rich man and Lazarus. 
 
Revelation six verse nine. 
 

And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which 
they held:  And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, 
holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth?  And white robes were given unto every one of them; 
and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until 
their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfilled.18 

 
 
Now what can we learn this about life in heaven? A lot.  I am not going to spend a whole 
to lot of time on it, but some things to think about. Those who have been slain because of 
the Word of God and the testimony they maintained are still alive. They are the same 
souls that were on earth. They have the same self knowledge. They have the same 
individual. They are the same individual persons. 
 
As Jesus said, “It is I myself.”19 
 
They could say the same things.  You know, I am not a ghost. I am the same person you 
have always known. 
 
We also learn from this that people in heaven are separate individuals. Each was given a 
white robe, each one, and doubtless they retained their individual personalities, perfected. 
They have their memories of life on earth. They have memories of their loved ones 
because we know this because of verse 11, their knowledge, more than that their love for 
those who called their fellow servants and brothers still on earth. 
 
The saints in heaven know of and love the saints on earth.  They still know us. They still 
love us. We are all brothers and sisters in Christ with believers on earth and the ones that 
are in heaven. We are all part of the same family. Physical death can’t separate us. When 
we are heaven we will still be part of one family with the believers still on earth. 
 
Death is not a wall of separation. It is doorway of reunion. It is not a wall of separation. It 
is a doorway of reunion.  
                                                
18 Revelation 6:9-11. 
19 Luke 24:39.  
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Well, the Lord willing next time we will look at more of what we can learn from this 
passage in Revelation about what people are doing in heaven, what it is like when we die 
in Christ. We will go on from that, as we said, this is the individual... I mean, excuse me, 
the temporary heaven right now. Heaven is not finished yet. We die we go to this 
intermediate state of heaven, paradise as Jesus said. And we know that because he said to 
the thief on the cross, “To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”20 
 
But it is an intermediate state. And there will be at the end of time a new heaven created 
and, Lord willing, we will be discussing that, seeing what the Bible teaches about what 
life will be like in the new heaven and new earth. 
 
So please pray for those sermons to come, the basic idea that what we have looked at 
today is that people in heaven don’t need sleep or have aches and pains and all these 
other problems that we have on earth today. And it is not pie in the sky. They are not 
sitting on a cloud playing a harp. They are serving the Lord and they are praying for us 
and they are worshipping the Lord and they are concerned for us and for, not only for our 
salvation, but for what we do on earth to glorify God. And so it is our job not only to 
glorify God because he commands it, but we have a whole host of angels and a whole 
host of our brothers and sisters who are still alive in heaven thinking about us and praying 
for us and that is quite something to remember.   
 
Let’s go to him in prayer.  
 
 

                                                
20 Luke 23:43.  


