
The Call to Supreme Devotion 
The Cost of Following Christ 

Luke 14:25-33 
 
Good morning, everyone.  I want to thank all of you for being here today and especially for the efforts that have gone into 
helping us honor our fallen and wounded, as well as our veterans and those serving our country now.  I’d like to begin with 
a quote from former President Dwight D. Eisenhower to troops on D-day. 
 

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force! 

You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have striven these many months. The 

eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere, march with 

you. In company with our brave Allies and brothers-in-arms on other Fronts, you will bring about the 

destruction of the German war machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny over the oppressed peoples of 

Europe, and security for ourselves in a free world.  

Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well trained, well equipped and battle-hardened. He will 

fight savagely. 

But this is the year 1944! Much has happened since the Nazi triumphs of 1940-41. The United Nations 

have inflicted upon the Germans great defeats, in open battle, man-to-man. Our air offensive has 

seriously reduced their strength in the air and their capacity to wage war on the ground. Our Home Fronts 

have given us an overwhelming superiority in weapons and munitions of war, and placed at our disposal 

great reserves of trained fighting men. The tide has turned! The free men of the world are marching 

together to Victory!  

I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less 

than full Victory! 

Good luck! And let us all beseech the blessing of Almighty God upon this great and noble undertaking.  

As we know, that day proved to be successful but costly.   

The service of our nation’s military is worth honoring.  Our nation’s service men and women put themselves at risk 
physically, emotionally, spiritually, and psychologically - really in every way.  Some lose their lives.  Some lose limbs.  
Some lose a piece of their souls; and even sometimes return home trying to regain their own sense humanity.  Those who 
serve, do so pledging their willingness to put themselves on the line in harm’s way so that many never have to. 
 
At the conclusion of boot camp very young men and woman recite the creed of their branch of service pledging a devotion 
that is hard to imagine they can fully understand at the time.  It is both an admirable and necessary part of their initial 
training.  Rehearsing it over and over again so that they may recite it from memory, I am sure, is designed as a way of 
subtly but surely move them towards the understanding of the price some will eventually pay and all must be willing to 
pay.  As a parent, that moment is a moment of pride, to be sure.  But it also places a seed of unnerving wonder beneath 
the surface of our smiles, our joy, and our happiness for a young son or daughter.   
 
They pledge to put their lives, dreams, futures, and even their dearest relationships behind their country and her citizen’s 
best interest.  And anything that is worth something to you is worth sacrificing for.  So today let it be said that if you have 
served, are serving or if you have released a loved one into our nation’s military service, we thank you and we appreciate 
your service to our country. 
 
From the Revolutionary War up to the present day our nation’s military have made payment with blood and bought and 
preserved our freedom.  It is truly upon all who live reaping the benefits to make the most of the freedom we have.  To live 
and enjoy good lives.  To love and be loved.  To prosper ourselves and work for the prosperity of all.  To bless and be 
blessed.  These are the ways we can best thank our fellow countrymen who have served. 
 
Today I want all of us to consider the opportunity we each have, because of our freedom, to serve and to sacrifice in 
behalf of not one nation, but all nations as followers of Jesus Christ.  And, thankfully, it is a service which does not wound, 
maim, steal away life, limb and soul.  The enemy is spiritual and those we are called to battle for are people of every 
nation, tribe and tongue. 
 



You may or may not know or have thought about the similar readiness or preparedness Jesus calls for from anyone who 
wishes to follow Him because it’s not a call to fight or to defend.  It’s not a call to arms or to war.  But it is, nevertheless, a 
call to serve honorably and sacrificially in behalf of others.  It is a call to die in such service – first to self, also to the things 
of this world, and in some cases, as we have seen in recent international news reports, it does involve the actual losing of 
one’s life.   
 
I think it is appropriate today to recognize that followers of Jesus Christ around the world are in harm’s way to varying 
degrees simply by responding affirmatively to the call of Jesus to follow Him and to advance His kingdom.  It occurs to me 
that people who have served nobly and proudly in our military for something they believe is worth sacrificing for, may now 
serve in ways that do not damage their own souls or psyche’s, or inadvertently hurt their families.   
 
If you have a bible with you please turn to Luke 14.  We’re going to read a passage commonly described as the cost of 
discipleship, but I’ve titled the message “The Call to Supreme Devotion.” 
 
It’s important to note the time of when Jesus said what we are about to read.  Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem.  And He 
will die there.  He will suffer and die there.  He would not die with a gun in his hand and He would not take any lives as He 
laid down his own.   
 
He would be surrendering himself to execution to save the lives of millions around the world and throughout time.  But 
because He seems to be a threat to influential and powerful people, they want Him dead. 
 
He does not seek to save his own life.  He does not seek to withdraw or retreat from his fate.  The bible says “He set his 
face resolutely toward Jerusalem” and He began the journey that He knew would end in horrific suffering and death but 
one that would save the lives of many.   
 
For those who have served in danger of losing their lives you can find in Christ a comrade, no a commander, who knows 
about facing the fear of death.  For those who have been tortured in prison camps, in Jesus Christ you can find a 
commander sympathetic to being bound and beaten by merciless prison guards.   
 
Not to diminish in any way, but rather to raise our appreciation for what He did – He did not go to Jerusalem knowing 
death was a risk, or knowing that is was possible He wouldn’t come back.  He knew He would die and He knew it would 
be a death in which the suffering would be intense, personal, inhumane and torturous.   
 
And, as my all-time favorite T-shirt slogan declares:  He didn’t tap out.  Jesus didn’t retreat.  When the pain got 
excruciating He didn’t say uncle.   
 
And He also knew that those who follow Him and who would be associated with His name would have to be ready to risk 
their lives as well. 
 
Here is what He said (this is a paraphrased version for the sake of limiting the necessary explanation and remaining 
concise and succinct): 
 

Luke 14:25-33 (ERV)   

25 Many people were traveling with Jesus. He said to them, 26 “If you come to me but will not leave your family, 

you cannot be my follower. You must love me more than your father, mother, wife, children, brothers, and 

sisters—even more than your own life! 27 Whoever will not carry the cross that is given to them when they 

follow me cannot be my follower. 

28 “If you wanted to build a building, you would first sit down and decide how much it would cost. You must 

see if you have enough money to finish the job. 29 If you don’t do that, you might begin the work, but you would 

not be able to finish. And if you could not finish it, everyone would laugh at you. 30 They would say, ‘This man 

began to build, but he was not able to finish.’ 

31 “If a king is going to fight against another king, first he will sit down and plan. If he has only 10,000 men, he 

will try to decide if he is able to defeat the other king who has 20,000 men. 32 If he thinks he cannot defeat the 

other king, he will send some men to ask for peace while that king’s army is still far away. 



33 “It is the same for each of you. You must let go of everything you have to follow me. If not, you cannot be 

my follower. 

Many people think that following Christ is about being nice, non-competitive, soft, etc.  Nothing could be further from the 
truth.  In most parts of the world becoming a Christian, especially if you have to convert from something else like Islam or 
Hinduism or ancestor worship, is looked upon as a capital offence. 
 
Becoming a Christian, being publically baptized, publically professing faith in Jesus Christ and sharing Jesus with others 
is not for the soft, the squeamish, or the self-indulgent.  It’s for those who want to live and potentially die for a cause of 
great worth to their God and the world in which we live. 
 
It’s for the courageous.  It’s for those who do not shrink back from challenge.  But it is for those who are honest with 
themselves about their own weakness, sin, and hopelessness. 
 
And Jesus does not shrink back from requiring any of us who would follow Him to lay down, or at least hold loosely, 
everything important and serve His kingdom and His mission with supreme devotion. 
 
Consider that gravity of what Jesus called for… 
   
 
Requirement #1: Supreme Devotion to Jesus over all other Relationships and People 
 
Soldiers leave their wives behind, their children behind and their parents.  Everybody important to them takes 2nd seat to 
responding to their call to serve their country and her people.  We could learn something from that in our following Christ. 
 
Jesus does the same.  The first reading had been tamed down.  Here is how it reads more literally. 
 
26"If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and 

sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. 
 
He uses this kind of wording to make people hear with a sharper ear.  He does not intend to be taken literally but 
figuratively.   
 
In the Middle East, even today, if you convert to Christianity that very decision is a decision in many cases to be cut off 
from your family.  You will not be welcome among any family gathering and your biological parents may never speak to 
you again.  If they do, it will be a very secretive thing.   
 
Jesus was saying to would-be followers - to recruit candidates, “If you want to follow Me you need to be prepared for what 
is going to happen to your connection with your family.” 
 
And Jesus may lead us to a particular mission that takes us away from family ties.  It may put distance between you and 
your parents or between you and your adult children. 
 
But this is what following Christ involves. It is a far-reaching decision of devotion to put your faith in Jesus Christ.  This is 
not a decision of what religion label you will wear or of what you will do on some Sunday mornings.  This is a decision of 
devotion. 
           
Requirement #2: Supreme Devotion to Jesus over one’s Own Life 
 
27"Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 
 
This was really a radical eye opening thing to say.  The cross was an instrument of torture and execution.  Jesus says 
carrying our own cross is required if we are going to be His disciple. 
 
Was He meaning that all disciples must be crucified?  No.  Did He mean that every disciple must carry around an actual 
wooden beam?  No.  This is metaphor. 
 
In the previous verse He said we must be willing to “hate…our own life” in addition to that of our family.   
 



He has at other times said to His disciples “take up their cross daily…”  That helps some.  This is not talking about 
execution.  Because that is something others do to you.  This is what you do willingly to yourself.  “Take up your cross”  
“Carry your cross”.  This is a decision we make.   
 
And apparently a follower of Christ must make this decision every day.  Not to become a follower, but to follow. 
 
This is not about dying physically because you can only do that once.  This is about us dying to ourselves.  Dying to living 
for yourself.  Dying to your own goals.  Dying to your dreams.  Dying to what you want.  Following Christ means it’s all 
about His will from now on.   
 
We are henceforth devoted to the interests of God and others ahead of ourselves. 
 
We can die to ourselves in this way now because of what is waiting for us later.  Jesus is worth it; and the life to which He 
calls us is worth it. And the future He has for us is worth it. 
 
This is radical in our world, but it’s the most natural thing in the world to do given who Jesus is.  You see, once we come 
to terms with who Jesus is and we believe that He is the Son of God, and that serving Him is the most meaningful and 
rewarding thing a person can do with their life, we will know that it’s worth it.   
 
And all of life and its meaning will one day come down to what we have given our lives for: The peace, forgiveness and 
eternal rest of peoples of every race, tribe and tongue or for our own personal happiness, comfort and pleasure.  When 
we stand before an almighty eternal God, we will come before the commander and chief of heaven and give an account.   
 
Did we pick up our cross and follow Jesus; or did we do our own thing? 
 
So supreme devotion to Jesus over family, over ourselves and for some Americans the next one is a different kind of 
hard.   
 
Requirement #3: Supreme Devotion to Jesus over Possessions                                 
 

33"So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.  
 
When a soldier ships off to basic they leave everything they have behind.  They’re going to get different socks, shoes, and 
military clothing.  They cant take their phones, their computers, pictures, trophies or anything like that.  And whatever they 
may accumulate, if they are activated, it gets left behind. 
 
When a man or woman comes to Jesus Christ our bodies, our talents, our gifts, our futures, our relationships, and our 
STUFF becomes HIS.  WE must give up all our possessions.  This doesn’t mean it all goes into the trash or is sold off at a 
garage sale.  It doesn’t mean giving it to the church.  What it does mean is we are surrendering ownership rights of all we 
are and all we have to our Lord and Master.  We are talking about supreme devotion. 
 
When we do this we also may be giving up the possibility of owning certain possessions.  Not because we won’t be able 
to afford it, but because somethings just don’t fit into the new priorities we have as followers of Christ.  What I mean is 
this.  Being a follower of Jesus just isn’t compatible with extravagant material acquisition.   Following Christ changes your 
priorities and your decisions.   
 
The world’s stuff can get in the way of pursuing God’s kingdom.  It keeps people from tithing, giving to missions; from 
helping others in dire need.  It gets in the way of serving because possessions can tie up people’s time; material stuff 
messes with our minds and the basis of our identity and value. 
 
Mark 4:19  warns that the worries of the world, the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for more things enters in and 
chokes the word and it becomes unfruitful. 
 
How interested was Jesus in worldly goods and all that the world had to offer Him?  If it’s Jesus we’re following then it 
makes sense that He would call us to be pretty low priority on material things. 
 
Satan tempted Him with all that the world could offer Him and He turned it down.  He had given up any drive and desire 
for possessions and while here He didn’t buy in to what the world around Him bought into. 
 
The Apostle Paul in a letter to His young apprentice used the analogy of a soldier’s devotion to call His young friend to this 
kind of devotion. 
 



2 Timothy 2:3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets 

involved in civilian affairs--he wants to please his commanding officer.  

So no, following Jesus Christ is not for the soft or the cowardly.  Not if they realize what the cost may be.  It’s for those 
who after knowing the truth can’t allow themselves to deny the truth.  It’s for those who once discovering who Jesus is and 
what He has done for them, can’t ignore and pretend the cross didn’t happen.  It’s for those who are willing to live in this 
world with heaven as our reward in order that others may discover His peace and forgiveness. 
 
It’s for those who desire to love God first and others second and themselves after that.  For the honor and glory of One 
greater than ourselves.  And for a mission objective.  
 
Conclusion:  So let me ask you.  Are you ready to serve in a cause greater than even America?  Are you ready to 
take a pledge of devotion to Jesus that requires us to take up our cross,  to love Him more than even our own 
family, and to lay aside our aspirations for wealth and material things?  Because, if so, we are welcome to follow 
Him.  If not, we are unfit to serve. 
 
 
His call is to people … 
 
Who Believe He is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
 
Regardless of color; regardless of age; regardless of gender, IQ, education, or nationality.   
 
His call is to people of every race, nation, tribe and tongue to bow their knee and honor Him as Lord, as Messiah, and as 
King of the kingdom of God. 
 
He calls people of all other religious persuasion to repent and be baptized confessing yours sins to God.  His call to them 
is to convert no matter the cost.  Because the cost is even higher not to. 
 
Believe on the Lord Jesus and be saved from your sins the bible says. 
 
Today is a day we have sought to honor those who do and have done hard things, made brave sacrifices, and serve their 
nation and their fellow man.   
 
And I hope today you understand that, military or not, we can all respond to the call to serve our loving and courageous 
King who died in our place. 
 
Who will you serve? 
 
 


