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“Do Spiritual Privileges Guarantee Spiritual Success?” 

1 Corinthians 10:1-12 
 

INTRO: 

 

 To understand the connection between Chapters eight and nine and this passage, we 

need to remind ourselves what we have already learned about the Corinthians. We know that 

they thought themselves an exceptionally privileged and spiritual church because they had an 

abundance of spiritual gifts. The spiritually proud were the folks who asserted their “right” to 

eat meats offered to idols in the pagan temples even at the expense of other weaker Christian’s 

spiritual growth. 

 

 That is why here in chapter 10 Paul turns from the subject of rights to point out that 

spiritual privileges do not guarantee spiritual success. This principle is illustrated by the Children 

of Israel in their wilderness wanderings. 

 I. The Great Spiritual Privileges They All Enjoyed (v. 1-4) 

II. The Great Spiritual Failure They All Became (v. 5-12) 

 

I. The Great Spiritual Privileges They All Enjoyed (v. 1-4) 

 

A. Paul always kept in mind the complete picture of God's plan of the ages. To Paul, the 

Jews and their Old Testament experiences were a significant part of the church’s heritage. 

The Jews enjoyed tremendous God given privileges. Paul enumerates some of these 

privileges here. First, they had enjoyed God's miraculous provision.  

“For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers that our fathers were all under 

the cloud, and all passed through the sea.” (1 Corinthians 10:1) 

 

1. The Children of Israel first met the cloud as they departed from Egypt. God gave the 

cloud to be His visible presence to His people. The cloud guided them -- when it moved, 

they moved. It protected them -- it moved between them and the Egyptian army at the 

Red Sea.  And it also provided illumination for them – the cloud morphed into a pillar of 

fire by night. 

 

2. Second, they all passed through the sea. This of course is the triumphal moment of 

the crossing of the Red Sea. The crossing of the Red Sea marked the moment that Israel 

was cut off forever from Egypt. The Sea opened and they walked in Egyptian slaves.  

They emerged on the other side the people of God. The Egyptian pursuit was forever 

destroyed at the Red Sea. No longer was there an army to come after them. No longer 

would they look over their shoulders for Egypt's power was destroyed. 
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B. The Children of Israel were also led by God's chosen leader – Moses.  

“All were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” (1 Corinthians 10:2) 

 

1. The concept of their being baptized into Moses does not focus on the water in the 

Sea or the cloud. Being baptized talked about their change of headship. They went into 

the Red Sea still under Pharaoh. They emerged on the other side under Moses. 

 

2. At the Cross the power of Satan was broken so at the Red Sea the power of Egypt was 

broken. Pharaoh would never again rule over these Jews. God was now their King. God's 

man, Moses was now their leader. He had a direct channel to God, Himself. 

 

C. Third, they enjoyed had God's supernatural provision.     (1 Corinthians 10:3–4) 

“All ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they 

drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.”  

God provided daily food in the manna He sent from heaven and the water He provided from 

the rock. 

 

D. Israel enjoyed tremendous Spiritual privileges as they wandered in the wilderness. The 

question is did their great privileges mean that they were spiritual and guarantee their 

spiritual success? 

 

II. The Great Spiritual Failure They All Became (v. 5-12) 

 

A. Rather than taking advantage of the blessings that God gave, Israel used her privileges as 

opportunities for sin and became an example of great spiritual failure.  

“Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were 

overthrown in the wilderness.” (1 Corinthians 10:5) 

Why did this happen? Did the Lord fail them? Did they fail God? 

 

B. As far as Paul is concerned, the Old Testament has something to teach us folks of the 

church age.  

“Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as 

they did.” (1 Corinthians 10:6).  

What follows here is a list of Israel's failures. 

 

C. The Children of Israel failed spiritually despite their privileges because they indulged in 

idolatry (v.7).  
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“Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, ‘The people sat down 

to eat and drink and rose up to play.’”  

Although the living God provided so miraculously every day for them, when the test came, 

they fell back into idolatry. Even if God made Himself visible to us, we still would have 

trouble trusting Him. Verse 7 specifically refers to the account in Exodus 32. Israel was 

barely out of Egypt before she is "backslid" into idolatry. 

 

D. Israel also fell into sexual sin.    (1 Corinthians 10:8)  

“We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three 

thousand fell in a single day.”  

This happened in Numbers 25:1-9. We live in a time when sexual sin is no longer seen as 

evil. God has not changed His mind about this, we must not either. 

 

E. Israel also tempted Christ.    (1 Corinthians 10:9) 

“We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by 

serpents,”  

Time and time again they put God to the test. They demanded more than God had chosen 

to give. They were not satisfied with God's provision. God had not been good enough to 

them, or so they thought. 

 

F. Finally, Israel indulged in the sin of murmuring.    (1 Corinthians 10:10) 

“Nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer.” 

They murmured about everything. Murmuring is dissatisfaction with God's Sovereign will 

for our lives. It ultimately blasphemes God. 

 

G. Let us then learn from their failure (v.11,12).   

 

1. “Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were 

written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.”  

These things were not recorded so that we could pity those who did not have the insight 

and privileges that we enjoy.  

 

2. This is the reason why he warns them to beware of spiritual pride.  

“Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.”  

He who thinks he is strong enough not to fail in trials or succumb to temptation is 

frequently the one who does. 


