
FAITH AND AFFLICTION 

 

Introduction – Mike asks me what is on my mind and heart. He asked this right after I got back from mom’s funeral. 

1 Corinthians 

a. Issues of Leadership 

1. Correction for rebellion in the church 

2. Sexual Immorality 

3. Marriage 

4. Idolatry 

5. Ministries in the church 

6. Lord’s Supper 

7. Spiritual Gifts 

b. Written to put the church back in order 

c. Written to Call the rebellious minority to repentance 

2 Corinthians 

a. Written 1 year after 1Cor 

b. Response to the reaction of the 1st letter 

c. Issue was Paul’s Authenticity 

d. New plan of the rebellious was Character Assassination 

*PLAY HEE HAW VIDEO HERE* 

I. The Face of Affliction 

A. The Presence of Affliction 1:5-7 

1. We share in the sufferings of Christ 1:5 

This is directly in the face of those who would say that to trust Christ as our Lord is to enter into 

a life without pain or hardship. Some say to be a true Christian is to always be sure of 

tomorrow’s finances and that we will live a life without poverty or trial. They would say that we 

will always be in a place of comfort. The “Health and Wealth” gospel, according to this letter, fits 

into the category of false teachings by false apostles. 

2. We share in the comforts as well 

The Lord doesn’t always leave us in the position of affliction. We share in the comforts of Christ 

as well, and by so, offer hope to others that are in affliction. We must understand that we are 

never “under” the control of the afflictions or those who would inflict afflictions.  

3. We lend to the comfort of others 

The manner in which we approach these afflictions encourages others to be strong and 

courageous as well. Sometimes we can take on a burden just for the sake of relieving someone 

else. 



B. The Purpose of Affliction 

1. To cause us to rely on God (1:9) 

The fact that Paul states that he actually thought he was afflicted to the point of death gives us a 

glimpse of the depth of what he was going through. I wonder if many of the things we label 

“afflictions” today would even classify as such to Paul. 

For Paul to give cause to rely on God also alludes to that which he relies on himself in some 

cases at least. How often do we work things out, make things happen and try to fix our situation 

without relying on or even asking God for direction, let alone His overcoming power? 

2. To bring us to a posture of prayer (10, 11) 

God brought Paul, Timothy and other ministry partners through whatever it was that Corinth 

had heard about. Not only were they delivered from that, but they trusted God to deliver them 

from the next one that was coming in the future. There is no greater hope than to rely on the 

One who raised Christ from the dead to deliver you from affliction as well.  

We can no longer let Hollywood or anything other than the scriptures and the Holy Spirit to 

form our theology over difficult issues. “It says this, but I believe...” 

 

C. The Project of Affliction 
*Slide of Mom’s Hands* 

1. Courage. Most people would have caved in and given up long before with such 
obstacles as Mom. They would have hidden themselves from life, public and social 
places, etc. They would have stayed in bed rather than push past the pain, get up each 
morning and face the challenges of another day- again and again. It took great courage 
and focus to perform even the simplest of tasks. It took courage to battle everything 
from driving a car to holding a fork and knife. It took courage to seat her own self on a 
piano or organ bench in front of others. Courage to face 35 plus surgeries. Courage to 
dress for the day. 
 

2. Perseverance. This trait is often lost on the culture of today.  Mom persevered, pushed 
forward, and stayed the course throughout the strongest of waves and immense 
challenges. She, though sorely tempted, continuously never quit. Her calling and 
motivation gave her the resolve to continue; to work 2 ½ or 3 years on a single crochet 
project, like the Lord's Supper tapestry here, or a bedspread or other project. With those 
hands, gnarled and twisted, she would focus on the end goal and persevere to the finish. 

 
3. Faith. Hebrews defines faith as the very essence of existence. Mom relied upon God for 

the course of each day. Even with the question of “Why?” presenting itself at every 
challenge, she, rather than succumbing to the temptation to turn away from faith, 
become stronger as it was the very fabric of her soul. Even in the church she would serve 
whenever, wherever and in whatever capacity she was afforded: cooking, playing the 
piano or organ, teaching, crocheting ornaments. She found her strength from her 
relationship with the Lord and found solace and encouragement from the scriptures. It 
was literally her daily bread. 

  



4. Long Suffering. How can any of us begin to comprehend the depth of this? In a culture 
that finds it convenient to blame or make excuses for lack of performance, Mom 
endured so much to reach the goal given to her by God. Every day was a volume itself 
giving testimony to the long suffering enduring character of Mom. For her, the goal of 
serving Christ by serving others was her calling. Christ was worthy of the longsuffering 
and even the pain. Most of us could only shake our heads in amazement as she would 
push through pain...one more time. Often times we would find ourselves embarrassed 
and ashamed at our own indifference in the light of her life. There is, in our estimation, 
no greater model for long suffering than what we have seen in Mom. 

 

5. Love. I can't think of any greater example of this than in her crocheting. With every 
hook, every loop and every pattern she communicated love. Every afghan, every doily, 
every ornament, bedspread, tapestry; she worked tirelessly to finish whatever she 
started in order to hand it to someone she loved. To see this picture of these hands that 
she considered ugly work and produce such things of intricacy and beauty is no less than 
a wonder. We can't comprehend the extent of the hurdles her disease presented her in 
functioning as a wife and a mother. At the very least she had to be creative in both 
manner and method that she approached each. I remember when those hands would 
prop open my jaws and introduce Tobasco Sauce into my mouth as a deterrent to 
cussing. As I comment on that, we all are having memories of her creativity. Even these 
were acts of love, preserving us for higher callings as well. Whether it was pecan or 
chocolate pies, or my favorite - wacky cake - she pushed the walls of pain back for the 
love of her family, friends and God. 

 
 
 
That brings us back to the question of “Why,” but from Mom's eyes rather than ours. Why? Why endure, why 
persevere, why serve and love and not quit? She penned the answer in the bible given to me at my high school 
graduation. She wrote “Seeing you all grow makes me proud to have considered the raising of my children my 
highest calling in Christ!” 
 
READ 2 Cor 11:12-29 
 
To Know God as Lord. 
To Know His plan is eternal and this life is temporal. 
To Know your calling and focus on that. 
To consider this life and its challenges worthy of every effort for Christ. 
 
Mom, as reflected by the Poet Frost, chose the road less traveled and in so doing modeled character and 

accomplishment beyond this world's standards of measurement. And for us, for all who were privileged to know Mom, it 

has made all the difference. 

 
1 Cor 12:7-10 
 
What is your calling? 

 


