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KJV – Genesis 43:1-34 

 

“Joseph Preserves His Brethren” 

Introduction: 
 
     Hosea 5:15 states: I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my 
face: in their affliction they will seek me early. In this context the verse is speaking of Israel, however 
this verse holds true for us as well. God will not bless anyone until they come to the place where 
they acknowledge their sin and guilt and make things right as we will see in this evening’s lesson. 
 
     When we have done something wrong in the past and have truly repented of it, we may expect 
that God in His abundant grace will not only forgive us but lead us into a wonderful new level of His 
grace and blessings. This is exactly what we see with Joseph’s brothers. They have repented and 
there was a obvious change in them which led to reconciliation. Those who have truly repented will 
be willing to submit to the demands of godly leadership, no matter what the personal sacrifice or 
cost.  
 
Genesis 43:1-3 

1 And the famine was sore in the land. 

2 And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the corn which they had brought out of Egypt, their 
father said unto them, Go again, buy us a little food. 

3 And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my 
face, except your brother be with you. 

     The famine was sore in the land. This famine does continue and eventually Joseph’s brothers run 
out of food again. Joseph’s brothers did not know that he was their brother; all they knew was that 
he feared God and that God was Sovereignly overseeing all of these negative events to bring these 
boys to repentance.  

     Israel, Jacob, and his entire family would be in the midst of the famine until they all personally 
got things right with Joseph. Sin within a family, large or small, can result in the suffering of the 
entire family and God’s people who have done wrong will be in a famine until they come to 
repentance.  

Genesis 43:4-10 

4 If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee food: 
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5 But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the man said unto us, Ye shall not see my face, 
except your brother be with you. 

6 And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother? 

7 And they said, The man asked us straitly of our state, and of our kindred, saying, Is your father yet 
alive? have ye another brother? and we told him according to the tenor of these words: could we 
certainly know that he would say, Bring your brother down? 

8 And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go; that we may 
live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also our little ones. 

9 I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him 
before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever: 

10 For except we had lingered, surely now we had returned this second time. 

     Jacob had rejected Reuben’s offer to guarantee the safety of Benjamin in Genesis 42:37-38, but 
Judah’s offer would be accepted.  

     Jacob could not figure out why they had told Joseph about Benjamin, which he considered a bad 
or an evil thing for them to do. But Judah steps forward and offers a suretyship for young 
Benjamin’s safety, security and preservation.  

     Reuben had offered his own two sons to his father, their lives if he was not able to return 
Benjamin, but Judah in the promise of the suretyship offered himself as the guarantee. People who 
are trustworthy are willing to put themselves on the line; they don’t offer the services of others, 
they offer themselves. 

Genesis 43:11-15 

11 And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so now, do this; take of the best fruits in the land 
in your vessels, and carry down the man a present, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, 
nuts, and almonds: 

12 And take double money in your hand; and the money that was brought again in the mouth of your 
sacks, carry it again in your hand; peradventure it was an oversight: 

13 Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man: 

14 And God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may send away your other brother, and 
Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved. 

15 And the men took that present, and they took double money in their hand and Benjamin; and rose 
up, and went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph. 
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     Jacob does consent to Judah’s surety for Benjamin. Israel trusted Judah more than the others. 

- Reuben had been involved in incest and defiled his father’s bed. 
- Simeon was ruthless but he was being held in Egypt. 
- Levi was also ruthless with the circumcision and slaying of an entire village. 

     Judah was somewhat innocent of the episode with Joseph as we see from Genesis 37:26 What 
profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood?  Even with his own lustful sin and failure he 
was an honest man of integrity as seen from Genesis 38:26 And Judah acknowledged them, and said, 
She hath been more righteous than I; because that I gave her not to Shelah my son. And he knew her 
again no more. 

     Jacob’s agreeing to let Benjamin go ended with a prayer for the brother’s and Benjamin’s safety 
and with a cry of being a helpless victim of circumstances. Pessimism had apparently set into his 
heart and deepened after the loss of Joseph and he was still feeling the effects of his sons sins 
twenty years later. 

Genesis 43:16-25  

16 And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler of his house, Bring these men home, 
and slay, and make ready; for these men shall dine with me at noon. 

17 And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought the men into Joseph's house. 

18 And the men were afraid, because they were brought into Joseph's house; and they said, Because of 
the money that was returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he may seek 
occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and our asses. 

19 And they came near to the steward of Joseph's house, and they communed with him at the door of 
the house, 

20 And said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to buy food: 

21 And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we opened our sacks, and, behold, every man's 
money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and we have brought it again in our 
hand. 

22 And other money have we brought down in our hands to buy food: we cannot tell who put our money 
in our sacks. 

23 And he said, Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given you treasure 
in your sacks: I had your money. And he brought Simeon out unto them. 

24 And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, and gave them water, and they washed their feet; 
and he gave their asses provender. 
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25 And they made ready the present against Joseph came at noon: for they heard that they should eat 
bread there. 
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     Notice when these boys went back to Egypt they came in to see Joseph, but Joseph ordered the 
overseer of his house to take the ten men to his home.  

     Joseph’s brothers were afraid because they thought this had something to do with the money 
that was put back in their sacks and they informed the steward of the house of this. But he informed 
them: Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given you treasure in your 
sacks: I had your money. And he brought Simeon out unto them. Those who want God’s blessing must 
stop covering their sin.  

     Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but who so confesseth and forsaketh 
them shall have mercy. 

Genesis 43:26 

26 And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was in their hand into the house, 
and bowed themselves to him to the earth. 

     It is here once again that Joseph’s boyhood dream had become a reality. 

Genesis 43:27-32 

27 And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is 
he yet alive? 

28 And they answered, Thy servant our father is in good health, he is yet alive. And they bowed down 
their heads, and made obeisance. 

29 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, Is this your 
younger brother, of whom ye spake unto me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son. 

30 And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon his brother: and he sought where to weep; and 
he entered into his chamber, and wept there. 

31 And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained himself, and said, Set on bread. 

32 And they set on for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat 
with him, by themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that is an 
abomination unto the Egyptians. 

     Joseph had heard the news of his father and seen his little brother and his heart did yearn for his 
brother and he left the room to weep.  

     Certain Egyptian customs kept the Egyptians sensitive to the social stigma attached to sharing a 
meal table with foreigners.  
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     Discrimination prevailed at another level too; Joseph had to eat alone, his rank putting him ahead 
of the others and giving him his own meal table and place setting alone. 
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Genesis 43:33-34 

33 And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his 
youth: and the men marvelled one at another. 

34 And he took and sent messes unto them from before him: but Benjamin's mess was five times so 
much as any of theirs. And they drank, and were merry with him. 

     They were seated at the table in accordance with Egyptian custom by order of birth. Now this 
was startling to them and they marveled at one another. How could he have known the order of 
their birth?  

     Yet they were still blinded to who Joseph really was because they honestly thought he was dead. 
And if by some reason he could be alive, they knew that there was no possible way he could be a 
person of such immense influence and authority.  

     The food was brought into them, each man his own mess, yet Benjamin’s food was five time 
greater than any of the others. This was another part of the test that Joseph had for them. 
Favoritism shown to Rachel’s son silently tested their attitudes; any longstanding envy, dislike or 
animosity could not have been hidden or easily masked, yet none surfaced. 

     Over 20 years before, Joseph had been the favorite of his father, Jacob. These same brothers who 
were before envious and hateful were now eating in his house. Now Joseph is putting them to the 
same test by purposely favoring Benjamin and carefully noticing that their reaction is not that of 
envy or hate, but they were merry with him, they were happy. Something was truly different about 
these ten boys, their actions had been changed because of repentance.  

     Our God longs for His people to acknowledge their guilt and come to repentance. He longs to 
bless His children but repentance is required and when it is real it will produce a long term change 
as it did in these ten boys, which is clearly displayed twenty years later. 

 

 


