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Scripture Reading:  II Corinthians 13: 

“11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. Be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and 

the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All the saints greet 

you. 14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, & the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. Amen.” 

 

"Blessed by the Father, the Son 

& the Holy Spirit” 
This morning we begin ordinary or normal time in the Church calendar which will take us back to Advent! 

 This first Sunday is often called Trinity Sunday where we focus on that great doctrine regarding 

the nature of God! 

After the sermon we will sing St. Patrick’s Breastplate and before communion we will recite the 

Athanasian Creed… 

So one might expect a DEEP and very theological sermon to go with such heavy lifting… 

 But this morning I want to be very pastoral in my approach to this central doctrine of Christianity! 

My inspiration for this came from two recent events.  The first was on my last visit to Oregon City where 

Pastor Gordon Murray gave a short five minute Gospel presentation during a Sunday music program. 

There he briefly shared some insights into the parables of Jesus that I want to flesh out a bit here this 

morning. The other came at our Wednesday night Bible study where Francis Schaeffer spoke about the 

involvement of all the Persons of the Trinity in our Sanctification which is where our morning text came 
from.   So I trust I can do these men justice and be a blessing to all of you at this important time of the year. 

I want to begin and end with our text, and more specifically the last verse in our text which may be so 

familiar that we often can read or hear it without giving much thought to the profound truths that it 

reveals…  At verse 14 we read:  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, & the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.” 

This is often used as a benediction and when it is, it should truly bless us! 

Dr. Schaeffer used this verse in his Bible study to stress how our new birth puts us in a new relationship 

with all Three Persons of the Trinity and that a “our relationship is never mechanical and not primarily 

legal” [which is a dangerous thing to say in some reformed circles!]  Of course he goes on to explain what 

he means by saying, “It is personal and vital.  God the Father is my Father: I am united and identified 

with God the Son; God the Holy Spirit dwells within me.  The Bible tells us that this three-fold 

relationship is a present fact, just as it tells us that justification and Heaven are facts.” 

In other words, Dr. Schaeffer is saying that just as we as Christians can know that our sins are forgiven 

because of the work of Jesus in history & just as we can know that we will spend eternity with Jesus 

because of His work… 

 We must also know that we have REAL life with Him, our Triune God,  in our everyday lives. 

As Paul tells us with this powerful benediction, we have the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 

of God [the Father], & the communion of the Holy Spirit with us in the here and now! 
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 The Persons of the Godhead are with us on our good days AND our bad days! 

 They are with us in our times of joy and our times of sorrow! 

 They are with us in the big things AND they are with us in the small things. 

If we are honest with ourselves, we know that we are better at trusting God in the big things then we are 

with the small stuff…  [great prayer v. saying grace]  However, it is the habit of thinking we can handle 

this or that little thing that often causes us to forget God over time. 

 So what does it mean practically to have the Three Persons of the Trinity working with us and for 

us in our everyday lives? 

Well that brings me to the insight that Pastor Murray shared…  In his presentation he used the three 

parables found in the 15th chapter of the Gospel according to Luke. 

He shared something that I did not touch on in my series from Luke and this can remind us about the 

importance of staying in the Word of God, always studying, listening and meditating on what God has 

revealed.  When I preached on this chapter I rightly focused on how Jesus used the three parables given 

to challenge the Pharisees He was speaking to… 

Luke 15:1 “Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to [Jesus] to hear Him. 2 And the 

Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3 So He spoke 

this parable to them, saying:” 

These proud religious leaders refused to rejoice at the coming of and the work of Jesus to save people 

from their sins and so Luke records three famous parables that are unique to His Gospel account: 

 The lost sheep, the lost coin and the Prodigal Son. 

In all three cases we see lost sinners restored with much rejoicing on earth and in heaven. 

 That was the proper exegetical approach to take and why my focus was there. 

But we can also learn some other comforting things from these parables that relate to how God works 

with us as His people and that is what Pastor Murray shared: He, I believe rightly, saw the Persons of the 

Trinity and their work in these parables and Lord willing we can as well this morning… 

 The first is the parable of the lost sheep… 

4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in 

the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it 

on his shoulders, rejoicing.  

6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, 

for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ 7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.” 

 So yes, there is much rejoicing on earth and in heaven when someone comes to Christ and that 

was the lesson those proud Pharisees needed to learn! 

But if we are looking to identify one of the Persons of the Trinity here Who would it be? 

 Yes, the answer is Jesus, and it is pretty easy because we know that He came to seek and save 

those who were lost and is known as the Great Shepherd! 

 When we read Psalm 23 we see Jesus caring for us as His sheep! 

Even as Christians we are prone to wonder and we take comfort in knowing that Jesus seeks us out and 

brings us back into the fold… 
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I Thessalonians 5 : “23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole 

spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you 

is faithful, who also will do it.” 

And we know that the Great Shepherd will lose none who are His: John 10: “27 My sheep hear My voice, 

and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 

neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater 

than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and My Father are one.” 

This gives us great comfort knowing that if we wander off, Jesus, in agreement with His Father will seek 

us out and find us! 

 The second parable that Jesus tells is similar and involves the woman who loses a coin… 

8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, 

and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbors 

together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!’ 10 Likewise, I say to you, 

there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 So here again we see great joy both on earth and in heaven as just one a sinner repents! 

But which Person of the Trinity should we see working here? 

 Yes, the Spirit of God Who as we learned on Pentecost Sunday shines light and sweeps clean as 

part of His work of growing the Kingdom! 

Just as we often need God the Son to be the Great Shepherd that brings us back into the fold, we need the 

Spirit to clean up the mess we have often made of things in our lives! 

He does this by convicting us of our sin which lead us to repentance! 

 Then He sweeps the house clean  and He brings light to whatever situation we find ourselves in by 

opening up the Scriptures and teaching us God’s wisdom. 

 Again from Paul’s 2nd letter to the Thessalonians, “2:13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always 

for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through 

sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 14 to which He called you by our gospel, for the 

obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 And finally we come to perhaps one of the most famous of the parables!  

Known often as the parable of the Prodigal Son, which is certainly the story that is told, but it can also be 

seen,  as the parable of the Two Lost Sons which follows the parables about  the lost sheep & the lost coin. 

Now Jesus makes it very personal with sons rather than sheep or coins and we see both quiet and open 

rebellion, which God deals with… 

11 Then [Jesus] said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 

‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not 

many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his 

possessions with prodigal living.” 

 Here we are reminded that God does not treat us like robots even in our sanctification, but rather 

expects us to walk faithfully with Him and if we chose not to do so there are serious consequences! 

A rebellious son squandering his inheritance comes as no surprise, but then we see the loving hand of 

God using a natural disaster to bring this son back to his father… 
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14 “But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 

15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed 

swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave 

him anything.  17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 

bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to 

him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”’ 20 “And he arose and came to his father.  But when 

he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and 

kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am 

no longer worthy to be called your son.’22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe 

and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here 

and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found.’ And they began to be merry.” 

Again we see great joy when a sinner repents and a grand celebration… Which I will speak about a bit 

more when we come to the Lord’s Table.  But this morning we are considering the work of the Persons of 

the Godhead, so again who do we see in this parable. 

 Yes, pretty easy:  We see the work of God the Father! 

 God the Father is a loving father Who draws us to His Son Whom He sent to save us from our sins 

and comforts us with the Spirit! 

The Apostle Paul summarizes this in Romans chapter eight: 

Romans 8:  “12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 

13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 

body, you will live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  15 For you did 

not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear,  

but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears 

witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint 

heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.” 

But here we should also remember the main thrust of this series of parables was to convict those 

hardened Pharisees who were troubled by Jesus spending time with sinners… 

And so while it is easy to see the partying son as a rebel in need of the Father’s love and forgiveness… 

 We must also remember that the quiet and proud son who stayed at home also needed the 

Father’s love! 

25 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and 

dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, 

‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the 

fatted calf.’  28 “But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with 

him. 29 So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never 

transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might 

make merry with my friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood 

with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’ 

Just as we saw in the other parables where the shepherd and the woman went searching for the lost sheep 

or coin, here we have the father going and pleading with this son who has fallen prey to the sin of 

discontent and is now lashing out at his loving father instead of joining in the celebration of life! 

 



5 

 

And what does his father plead? 

 He reminds this son of his standing in the family and all that he has! 

31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we 

should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is 

found.’” 

We are not told what happened with this older brother, but our hope and prayer is that as with 

Nicodemus and some of the other religious leaders, he came to embrace his loving Father and join in the 

celebration over the return of the brother that was lost! 

So I trust you can see now why I thought Pastor Murray was correct and wise, to see the work of the 

Persons of the Godhead here in these parables. 

We have a loving Father who has prepared our home and given us all that we need, a loving Son of God 

who came and found us in our lost estate and paid the ransom for our sin so we might return home and 

we have a loving Spirit of God who sweeps the house clean and gives us the light by which we are to live! 

So let me close by returning to our text which I trust we will never hear again without stopping to ponder 

all that it means… 

14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, & the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. Amen.” 

Clearly we see the Persons of the Godhead here giving us Grace and love and communion! 

And what does it mean for our lives? 

Well , the result of believing what the Apostle states here comes in the verses just prior as Paul was 

bidding them farwell… 

11b  “Become complete.” 

How can we be complete without the work of God?  It should ALWAYS remind us that we add nothing 

to the work of God! 

“Be of good comfort,” 

Good comfort comes when we are content, not looking to the world for satisfaction as the one son did,  

nor forgetting all that God has provided as the other Son had! “be of one mind,” The major consequence 

of the fall was separation or death:  Man was separated from God, from his wife, from the creation and 

even from himself both in life and in death! To be of one mind means unity or the opposite of those 

separations… 

So we should rejoice that the Persons of the Godhead have restored our relationship with them,  

Our relationship with other people can be restored and our relationship with creation is being restored 

with the coming of the new heavens & new earth!  

“live in peace;” which means that every time we get upset with ourselves or our parents or our husband 

or wife, or a brother or sister in Christ or even our neighbors and God… 

 We are to remember that we serve the God of peace and that the work of all the Persons of the 

Godhead have restored that peace! 

Which is why Paul can then confidently say, “ and the God of love and peace will be with you.” 
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Just as the shepherd went after the lost sheep, just as the woman found the lost coin and just as the 

Father was there for BOTH sons, so we can know that the God of peace and love will be with us, and not 

us alone, but us as God’s people, the Body of Christ… 

“12 Greet one another with a holy kiss.  13 All the saints greet you.” 

So having reflected on the work of each Person of the Godhead on this Trinity Sunday and staring down 

the corridor of Ordinary time in this second half of the Year of our Lord, 2016, let us be those that 

rejoice as we see God working in our lives and the lives as others, remembering that Jesus said, if you 

love me keep my commands, but also reminded us that His yoke is easy and His burden is light because it 

is God, Father Son and Holy Spirit, doing His work in us! 

Communion Meditation:   Luke 15:20 

“And he arose and came to his father.  But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had 

compassion,  and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’22 “But the 

father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and 

sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this 

my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.” 


