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Message #62              Matthew 17:24-27 

 

To understand this passage, we must understand the Jewish background.  It took a lot of money 

to run the temple in Jerusalem and God made provisions for this in the O.T. Law.  It has always 

amazed me that people will applaud individuals or corporations who will donate millions of 

dollars to put up some new building on a college campus that mocks God; but if a person uses 

his money to put up a nice church that glorifies God, they will say all the church wants is money. 

 

At the temple there were daily morning and evening sacrifices which included a year-old lamb at 

every sacrifice.  There were wine, flour and oil offerings.  The incense which was burned and the 

oil to operate the lighting system took a lot of money.  One writer observed just the robe of the 

High Priest would have cost a “king’s ransom” (Barclay, p. 168).  God knew it would take a lot 

of money to run His temple so He made abundant provisions for it.  In Ex. 30:13-14, it was 

required that every Jew over age twenty must pay an annual temple tax of one-half shekel.  

Barclay observed “In the days of Nehemiah, when the people were poor, it was one-third of a 

shekel” (Vol. 2, p. 168).  One-half shekel was equal to two Greek drachmas.  That is precisely 

what is referred to in this passage.  This tax was equivalent to about two days’ pay.  So every 

year, every male over twenty was required to bring two days’ pay to the temple to maintain its 

operations.  This was in addition to the regular offerings.  Now the method of collection was 

very systematic.  On the first of the month, Adar, which is our March, it was announced that the 

tax was to be paid.  On the 15
th

 day of March, booths were set up in every town and village 

where the taxes were collected.  If the tax was not paid by the 25
th

, it had to be paid directly to 

the temple.  This scene takes place in March.  What we have are temple authorities going to Peter 

to ask whether or not Jesus would pay this tax.  There is an important lesson to see from this 

passage. 

 

JESUS CHRIST  PAYS  A TEMPLE TAX SO THAT HE AND HIS DISCIPLES WOULD 

NOT BE OFFENSIVE. 

 

Truth is this whole scene is offensive to Him.  It occurs after His transfiguration.  Had Israel 

come to terms with Jesus Christ, they would have been bringing Him everything rather than 

asking Him for a tax.  The temple was His temple and His Father’s temple.  He said that when 

He was 12 (Luke 2:49).  He is the focal point of everything in the temple.  They should have 

given Him all of their wealth, but instead they want Him to give them some money. 

 

PART #1 – Christ  returns  to Capernaum.  17:24a 

 

Capernaum was a dud of a city when it came to Jesus Christ.  He was better received in Gentile 

lands than in Capernaum.  We may recall that Christ said that the people of Capernaum would all 

go to hell (Matt. 11:23-24). 
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PART #2 – Christ is challenged to pay  taxes  in Capernaum.  17:24b-25a 

 

The tax collectors do not have the integrity to go directly to Jesus Christ and ask Him to His face, 

so they corner Peter.  Diabolical people always do their talking behind the back of the person 

they are out to destroy. 

 

PART #3 – Christ  responds  to the challenge to pay His taxes.  17:25-27 

 

(Response #1) - Jesus asks  Peter  what he thinks.  17:25a 

 

(Response #2) - Jesus asks  Peter  whether earthly kings collect taxes from sons or strangers.   

                              17:25b-26 

 

Peter responded from strangers, not sons.  No king taxes his own son.  Here Jesus was being 

taxed for a temple which was owned by His Father. 

 

(Response #3) - Jesus tells  Peter  to pay the tax.  17:27 

 

Jesus did not want to be a bad example to others when it came to keeping the Law, even though 

technically He did not have to pay this tax because the temple was His Father’s temple. 

 

Now the way he tells Peter to get the money for taxes proves the temple is His.  He tells Peter to 

go out to sea and catch a fish and open its mouth and in the mouth will be a coin (στατηρα), 

which is equivalent to four drachmas, which would pay the tax for both Jesus and Peter. 

 

This is interesting in several ways: 

 

First, Peter would get the money to pay the tax doing something he loved to do–fish. 

Second, it shows the deity of Jesus Christ in being able to direct one fish in an entire sea to Peter 

with money in it. 

Third, it shows that Jesus Christ was not opposed to fishing or, we might add, hunting. 

Fourth, it shows that God will provide so we may pay our taxes. 

Fifth, it shows we have a Christ-like example to follow in that we are to pay our taxes. 

Sixth, it shows that Christ never violated any law of any kind. 

Seventh, it shows how important it is not to do things that can offend others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


