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[Sunday, May 22, 2016] 1John Series, 1John chapter 2, verses 12-14 – Craig 
Thurman 
 
(Read 1Jn.2.7-17) 
 
The old and new commandment: 
Not until the coming of the Person of the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ had 
there been a clearer revelation of love for God and for sinners.   
 

1Jo 3:16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life 
for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

 
Loving one another is an old commandment that found a new, personal 
expression in Jesus Christ.  
 
In the study of 1John we have been confronted with very difficult issues.  First, 
though we are compassed about with infirmity, weakness, or inclination to sin, we 
have an High Priest seated in the heavens with the Father who makes intercession 
to God for us.  He is there to help us in our time of need, and ready to forgive us 
should we fail.   
 
Second, we asked a very searching question: Can a Christian hate his brother?  
And the answer to that is, yes.  But that was not the question to ask in light of 
1Jn.2.9-11.  The question should have been: Can a Christian walk in the light and 
hate his brother?  To that, the answer is no.   
 

1Jo 2:9  He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness 
even until now. 

 
This is an amplification of 1Jn.1.6. 
 

To deny the necessity of abiding in Him: 
1Jo 1:6  If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie, and do not the truth … 
 

This states one of three great errors that troubled the early church, and still does 
to this day.  The other two are: 
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To deny the capacity to sin: the heresy of attaining to a state of sinless 
perfection in this life: 
1Jo 1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 
 
To deny sin when committed: 
1Jo 1:10  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. 

 
He that hates his brother is walking in darkness; that walk in darkness hath 
blinded his eyes. (2.9, 11)  We referred to two other places in God’s Word which 
teach that a child of God can become blinded to the things of Christ because of 
spiritual negligence; not applying oneself to growth in grace; not walking in the 
light.   
 

The only solution to spiritual negligence or slothfulness is: 
 

Giving all diligence, add: 2Pe.1.9, [5, giving all diligence (spoudh<n, 

acc. sing. of spoudh<, KJV, haste, business, diligence, care, 

forwardness, earnestness; the verb spouda<zw would add 

endeavoring)  
 
Buy, redeem; Re.3.17, (18, I counsel thee to buy [a]gora<sai, aor. 

infin. act. of a]gora<zw, which until Revelation is always translated 

with the English, buy, but here, also redeem, Re.5.9, thou … hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood.]  This purchase costs something 
dear to us …  But what we receive in return is precious. …gold tried in 
the fire; and white raiment.)  Redeem in in the N.T. is usually, 
a]polu<trwsij, meaning to purchase to set free. But here it is to 

purchase for yourself.   And what is it being redeemed?  That which 
we have let go of our lives for Christ.  Not eternal life, but our living. 

 
Ps.45.13  The king’s daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of 
wrought gold. (gold: the glories and riches of Christ: beaten, Ex.25.18; 
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wrought [embroidered], Ps.45.13; tried in the fire, Re.3.18; pure, Job 28.19; 
fine, Pv. 8.19; choice, Pv. 8.10; fine [precious], Job 31.24) 

 
Today we begin to come into the imperatives of this epistle.  There are seven of 
them. (2.15, love not the world; 2.24, let that therefore abide in you; 2.28, abide 
in him; 3.7, let no man deceive you; 3.13, Marvel not; 4.1, believe not every spirit; 
5.21, keep yourselves from idols) Three are in this second chapter.  
 

We read in verses 12 and 13 of little children, father, and young men.  The 
verbs associated with them are each in the perfect, indicative mood; a past 
experience that brought with it a present result which John either reminds 
them of or for which he commends them.   
 

New Testament Greek for Beginners, by J. Gresham Machen, D.D., 
p.187, ‘The greek perfect tense denotes the present state resultant 
upon a past action.’ 
 
A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament, Dana and Mantey, 
p.200, ‘It implies a process, but views that process as having reached 
its consummation and existing in a finished state.’ 
 

To emphasize the sense of the perfect indicative mood we could say, My 
little children, I write to you because your bear the results of those whose 
sins have been forgiven (perf. ind. pass); to you fathers, you bear the result 
of those who have known him; and to you young men, you bear the results 
of those who have overcome.  You are forgiven little children; you are 
fathers that know, and you are young men that overcome.  In other words 
these things are true in you who have continued in this church to this 
time. John is not flattering them.  He is telling them the truth.  To commend 
others for growth in the truth is not flattery.  Commendation is harmful 
when it is dishonest.  The general state of the church to which John writes 
was strong, and his letter is such so that they might continue opposing false 
doctrines and false ways.   
 
There are some things which John writes that could not possibly have been 
true until an apostacy had become manifest. (cf. 18, 19)  It seems that the 
timing of this letter followed such apostacy.  It is very likely that those who 
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had departed this body of believers had only done so recently, and the 
sting or sensabilities to this weighed heavily upon the minds of the faithful.  
All of those who follow the Lord and walk with His people in a N.T. church 
shall  be able to relate to this experience at one time or another. 

 
12 ¶  I write unto you, little children,  
 

I write, gra<fw, 1ps., pres. ind.  

 
little children, τεκνία, vocative plural;  

 
John addresses each of these because there is something presently 
relevant in their lives.  These are literally little children, as fathers are 
fathers, and young men are young men.  For example, in the next two 
instances of the term little children it cannot be interpreted to means just a 
term of endearment.  John writes to boys and girls, who have made known 
their faith in Christ.  John reminds them that their sins are forgiven. 
 
First of all, little children, τεκνία, 1Jn.2.12, is found 9 times in the New 
Testament.  Only in this text does it refer to boys and girls in Christ.  
However, in the second instance of the use of the term, which is at the 
close of verse 13, little children is not the Greek τεκνία, but paidi<on, which 

refers to children of various stages of growth.   46 out of the 50 times 
paidi<on refers to children.   Or, in other words, paidi<on, refers to adults 4 

out of the 50 times.  Finally, it is clear that Eph.6.1-3 addresses the same 
little children, with the Greek te<kna.  (KJV translates children (57), sons (5), 

daughters (1)), These are boys and girls of the faith of Christ being 
commanded by the apostle Paul to obey their parents in the Lord.  John 
addresses these as little children, and tekni<a /te<kna reveals that there is 

an understood relationship between he and them.  He is their elder brother 
and they are children in Christ.  That said, it is my conclusion that it is 
correct to approach this portion of Scripture as literally commending 
children, fathers, and young men who have made a public profession of  
faith in Christ, received biblical baptism, and who constitute the 
membership of the church to whom John writes. (cf. Albert Barnes, vol. 13, 
p.296)  My attempts to interpret these in a figurative sense have all failed.  
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There is no doubt that the Lord calls to Himself those that are just children, 
others as fathers, and still others as young men.  The things that John says 
fits how Christians ought to be at certain stages of life in Christ given their 
age and maturity.  We cannot ignore the ages of those who are in Christ. 
For example, children are children in understanding and generally grow in 
the Lord as they also grow in experience.  Again, we would expect that aged 
saints have learned certain truths and especially have gained certain 
victories over the flesh and against outter contradictions that would not 
necessarily be so well attained as yet in younger saints.   We have reason to 
expect a Christian father to act like a Christian adult in comparison to 
Christian children.   
  

    διὰ                                                               διὰ      τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ 
because your sins   are forgiven      you     for       his name’s sake. 
                                   or, be forgiven        because     of his name. 
 

are forgiven, ἀφέωνται, 3ppl, perf., ind., pass. of a]fi<hmi, to forgive; 

a]po< forth, from +  i!hmi, to send [Thayer]; the verb, , is found 9 times 

in the N.T. and is translated either be forgiven or are forgiven. (cf. 
Mt.9.2, 5; Mk.2.5; Lk.5.20, 7.47, 48; 1Jn.2.12) 

 
This is one of the few places in Scriputure in which little children receive 
specific encouragement or instruction from an apostle of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  There is every reason to believe that these constituted a part of the 
membership of the Lord’s N.T. church.  The fact that they are addressed in 
the epistles compels me to that judgment.  Otherwise the epistles would 
not be church epistles, but perhaps better family epistles.  But that is not 
the case. 
 

Barnes’ Notes, vol. 13, p.296, ‘… there were probably quite 
young children in the church in the time of the apostle John, 
for the word would naturally convey that idea.’ (bolding 
added) 

 
For good reason, we note that there is no example in N.T. Scripture of one 
child either coming to Christ or receiving biblical baptism.  I attribute this to 
the wisdom of God.  That the apostles directly addressed children with 
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admonitions from the Word of God as members of the Lord’s New 
Testament church implies a personal declaration of faith in Jesus Christ and 
biblical baptism.  There has been questions that have been raised in the 
past concerning children, their baptism and church membership.  This study 
has helped to settle that issue.  Every member, young and old, are received 
into the fellowship of a N.T. church in the same way. It is certain that some 
little children, whose age is unspecified, had come to faith in Christ, and 
were able to profess for themselves that truth. (vs. 13, they have known the 
Father), That upon their profession of faith received biblical baptism, and 
were received into the fellowship of the Lord’s New Testament church.  The 
epistle of John is written to those of the fellowship of a New Testament 
church.  (2.19, they went out from us, but they were not of us)  
 
The Lord communicates through John the apostle, Little children, your sins 
have been forgiven you.  This is in the perfect, indicative, passive voice.  
Sometime in the past, being little children, they had received the grace of 
God in the forgiveness of sins.  (Eph.1.7)  These may have never before 
thought about sin.  Perhaps they knew very little about what sin meant, but 
one day God revealed to that little one, that child, that they were forgiven 
of sin because Jesus died for them.  They didn’t know all that there was to 
know about salvation, but they knew that their sins were forgiven, and it 
was Jesus who did it. And in so many words, they came to Christ and told 
the saints that simple truth.  How could John have said this of them except 
they had made such a statement of faith?  Was John speaking of the 
potentiality of sins being forgiven them if they would trust Christ?  That 
thought is foreign to anything in the Scriptures.   
 
Then John, by the Holy Spirit, continued, that your sins are forgiven you for 
his name’s sake.  Like all of the children of God, even children did nothing 
to deserve receiving the forgivenss of sins.  Sins are forgiven because of His 
name’s sake.  It wasn’t because the child is so gifted in natural abilities; it 
wasn’t because he had such an innocent look about him or because she 
might have beautiful eyes;  it wasn’t because they are so well behaved or 
because they are not. 
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Ro 9:11  (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any 
good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might 
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 
 
Eph 2: 8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
 
Tit 3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost … 
 
Isa 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and 
our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 

 
Children, like all of us who were brought to Christ in faith, were sinners, lost 
and condemned by, and by nature subject to spend eternity separated from 
God in the torment of the flames of hell and a lake of fire through the 
endless ages of eternity.  But He saved that one, He made that one to know 
the forgiveness of sins because of His own name, His own glory, His own 
pleasure.  If we superimpose any other reason than this we err from the 
truth of the Word of God. 
 
We know that little children can and do come to Christ.  When Christ calls 
they will hear His voice and they will make it known to others.   
 
It is not that fathers and young men’s sins aren’t forgiven.  But forgiveness 
is among the most rudimentary experiences in our salvation.  It is called a 
first principle of the utterances of God [to us]; or, chief elementary 
utterances of God. 
 

He.5.12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need 
that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of 
God (στοιχεια της αρχης των λογιων του θεου); and are become such 
as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 
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principles, stoixei?a, nom. and acc. pl. noun of stoixei?on; 

KJV, elements, rudiments, principles; this is the rule, order, 
basis of our conduct: the chief rule of the utterance of God to 
us. 

 
13  For every one that useth  
                                   that is using 
  or,                 For all that pertains to 
                                              partakes of 
 

useth, mete<xwn, nom., sing., masc., part., pres of the root 

mete<xw, compound meta<, change + e@xw, to hold or possess; 

KJV, useth, partaketh, pertaineth, takes part  
 

milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness:  
 

unskillful,  a@peiroj, a] negative particle +  pei?ra KJV, 

assaying, trial; inexperienced, unproved, untried. 
 
for he is a babe. 
 

nh<pioj, sometimes in a good sense, Mt.11.25, thou hast 

revealed them to babes; and sometimes in a bad sense, 
1Co.3.1, And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto 
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 
 

There is nothing wrong with a baby being a baby.  But a parent becomes 
greatly concerned for their baby when they fail to show the normal signs of 
growth and maturity; so it is unnatural for a Christian to remain unskilled in 
the Word of righteousness.  As babes in Christ we ought to learn what it 
means and what it is to live for Christ.  We should mature to know the life 
of Christ. There is something wrong with a Christian adult that manifests a 
level of maturation which says he’s still on the baby’s bottle.   

 
There are some things that elemental Bible truths and Christian conduct.  
Members who have been of this church for more than 5 years and still 
struggling with issues of Pentecostal gifts, works for salvation, the 
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resurrection, what constitutes a proper baptism, what constitutes the false 
teachings of antichrists, etc., etc., are are still on the baby’s bottle.  These 
are inexcuseably babes in a bad sense.  Some very elemental principles 
have been taught again and again and again in this church, and we should 
have been able to build upon these teachings and move forward. 

  
He.5.14  But strong meat  
 

solid food, sterea> trofh< 

 
strong, sterea>, nom. sing. fem. of stereo<j; KJV, sure, 

strong, stefast. 
 
 meat, trofh<; KJV, meat, food 

 
belongeth to them that are of full age,  
             is for the full-grown. 
 

full age, telei<wn, gen. pl. of telei<oj; KJV, perfect, full 

age, men. 
 
                            e!cin                            

even      those who by reason of use      have their senses exercised to  
                         whose habit                                have  been exercised to  
 

have, exo<ntwn, gen. pl. m. pt. pres. 

 
exercised, gegumnasme<na, acc. pl. neut, part., perf., pass. of 

gumna<zw; exercised (4 times) 

 
dia<krisin 

discern                      both good and evil. 
       to distinguish 
 
He.6.1 ¶  Therefore leaving the principles (a]rxh?j, or, chief [points, 

understood] of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on (be borne or 
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carried on) unto perfection (full age); not laying again 1. the 
foundation of repentance from dead works, and 2. of faith toward 
God, 
2  3. Of the doctrine of baptisms, and 4. of laying on of hands, and 5. 
of resurrection of the dead, and 6. of eternal judgment. 
3  And this will we do, if God permit. 

 
If reading the apostle correctly, this is where a baby begins in his growth.  
This is the beginning place for little children.  And Paul writes that as 
teachers of the doctrines of Christ we will go back over these things again 
and again and again, but we must be carried on to a full age, showing the 
love of Christ, abiding in His doctrine, enduring suffering as a Christian.   
There is an expectation of growth for the children of God.  Little children 
should grow into young men, and young men into fathers.  Learning 
doctrine, like the three ‘R’s, reading, writing, and ‘rithmatic, is not all that 
there is to becoming full grown.  We are to experience growth in grace.  
How we possess doctrine says more about the reality of our faith than what 
we profess with our lips.   
 
12 Γράφω ὑμῖν, τεκνία, ὅτι ἀφέωνται ὑμῖν αἱ ἁμαρτίαι διὰ τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ 
 

13  I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the 
beginning.  
 

have known, ἐγνώκατε, 2ppl., perf., ind., act. of ginw<skw, to know; 

ἐγνώκατε, is used 4 times in the N.T. (Jn.8.55; 1Jn.2.13 [twice], 14 
and always translated have known.  Emphasizing the fact of 
accomplished familiarity with Christ.  This is the very same verb in 
verb used in relation to the little children. 
 

John commends the reality of the knowledge of these fathers in that they 
have gone down the road and walked in that light and loved these 
brethren.  
 

Barnes’ Notes, vol. 13, p.297, ‘The argument is, that they had been 
long acquainted with the principles of his religion, and understood 
well its doctrines and duties.’ 
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Their faithful continuance in a N.T. church relationship proves this to be so.  
Every child of God wants this to be so for themselves.  They’d love to be an 
old saint, counted faithful by Christ and a help to the church of which they 
are part.  To be gentle, quiet, godly, joyful, edifying, humble …cheerful in all 
weathers, these are those who have known Him.  John commends these 
who have continued for some time now, showing that they genuinely know 
Christ.   
 
It seems best, with reference to the phrase from the beginning, to stay with 
the letter of John and refer back to the instance where he first used it. 
  

1Jo 1:1  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled, of the Word of life … 

 
These fathers have known Him that is from the beginning.  It is this person 
called Jesus, to which John intensely keeps them focused.  John’s gospel 
teaches us that He is the eternal Word, God with the Father; the Lamb of 
God; the manna which came from heaven; the I AM who met with 
Abraham in his day; the resurrection and the life; the way and the truth; 
the very Son of God.  The truths concerning Jesus Christ are abundantly and 
unchangeably clear.  He has been for them the same from the beginning to 
this time.  And He will be the same tomorrow. 
 
There is at work in this day of the writing of this letter a deception that has 
been increasing in its intensity which focuses upon the person of Jesus 
Christ.  This letter prepares the children of God to recognize it and to 
oppose it by continuing in the truth, loving the brethren, abiding in Christ, 
and walking with God. These fathers are well acquainted with the truth of 
Christ’s Person.  There is in these a maturity in their profession because of a 
genuine interest in and thorough consideration of the Word of God.  While 
children of God will not deny the truth of Christ’s eternality, they must be 
instructed in those truths to be able to withstand the heresies that 
continually assault the Person of Christ. Those who are of years ought to 
know Him best doctrinally and practically.   
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I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one.  
 

young men, neani<skoi, voc. pl. of neaniskoj, and always translated 

as young man (10 times). 
 
the wicked one, τὸν πονηρόν, acc. sing. masc. of ponhro<j;   is used 

only three times in N.T. Scriptures (1Co.5.13, wicked person, literally 
meaning, wicked one; and here twice. 
 
ye have overcome, νενικήκατε, 2ppl., perf., ind., act. of nika<w, I 

overcome;  the verb, νενικήκατε, is used three times by John and 
only in this letter. (1Jn.2.13, 14; 4.4, and always translated have 
overcome);   
 

have overcome, nenikh<ka, 1ps., perf., ind., act. of nika<w, 

Jn.16.33. 
 

There is one against whom Christians are in conflict.  And from all 
appearances John says, you young men have overcome.  The present state 
of these young men is that they have overcome the wicked one.  They have 
a record, a testimony that says they are overcomers.  John brings this back 
up in just a moment. We want to hold this thought.  But faith is the victory. 
(1Co.15.57; 1Jn.5.4) A faith, which manifests in our current situation, our 
present conduct, our present choices, whatever it might be, has already 
overcome, conquered the world.  The truth is, we aren’t even defeated in 
death!   
 

Re 15:2  And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and 
them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, 
and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea 
of glass, having the harps of God.  

 
John commended these young men because they have overcome.   
 

I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father. 
 

little children, paidi<a, voc. pl. of paidi<on, (see below) 
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have known, ἐγνώκατε, 2ppl., perf., ind., act. of ginw<skw, to know; 

ἐγνώκατε, is used 4 times in the N.T. (Jn.8.55; 1Jn.2.13 [twice], 14 
and always translated have known.  Emphasizing the fact of an 
accomplished familiarity with Christ.  This is the very same verb used 
in relation to fathers (see above.) 

 
As we have mentioned already, at this point John uses another Greek word 
paidi<a, instead of tekni<a.  Here he commends the little children, paidi<a, 

because they have known the Father.   
 

Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, vol.5, p.638, ‘paidi<on, 

a diminutive of pai?j, “little child,” a. in age, …; new-born child, …; 

growing child, …; 
… 
Fig. a. of undeveloped understanding …’ 

 

As true as it is that they have received the grace of God in the forgiveness 
of sins through the death of Christ, they have also been able to 
communicate to others the truth that they know the Father.  Little children 
can, in their own words, intelligently communicate the truth of the grace of 
God at work in them, if we will let them.  By this we do know that they 
know Him, and after such a profession we should encourage them to follow 
on in obedience to Christ’s commands.  And so we have a little child who is 
of age enough to know that his sins are forgiven Him for Christ’s sake, and 
who knows the Father.  
 
Does this mean that children have an equal standing in Christ as children of 
God?  Yes.  Does this mean that children have an equal role in the N.T. 
church?  No, it does not.   Roles differ in a number of ways according to the 
gift of the grace of God given to each of us. There are superior roles and 
there are subordinate roles.  I did not say that there are superior roles and 
inferior roles.  These two statements are not saying the same things.  There 
is nothing at all wrong with being a woman or a child.  These are not 
inferior beings.  But God has ordered it so that men are of a superior role to 
women and children in family and church relationships.  A man is not better 
than a woman, but he charged with greater duties and therefore held more 
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accountable for those things that come under his rule than a woman or 
child is.  The woman’s role is subordinate to a man’s; and children are 
subordinated to fathers and mothers, adults. 
 
For example, men are to rule and lead in both their homes and church 
government. (1Co.11.9; 14.34) 
 

1Ti.3.4: proista<menon, part., pres., mid.; 3.12: ruling, 

proista<menoi, part., pres., mid. of root proisthmi, to stand forth; 

KJV, to be over (being proactive), ruling, maintaining)   
 
Women are to be subject to their husbands (Tit.2.5), silent in the church 
gatherings, not to be instructing the men in any fashion during the time of 
the saints’ gatherings; learning in quietness and asking questions of their 
husbands at home. (1Co.14.34, 35; 1Ti.2.11, 12)  That is not old-fashioned.  
That is the Bible.  God changes not, and neither does His Word.  But many 
Christians’ have a religion that is not of the Bible. 
 
So, children, and more-so Christian children, are to be subject to, obey their 
parents (Lk.2.51), and thereby honorthem. (Eph.6.1-3; Col.3.20) They are to 
be trustworthy and well behaved, and able to take correction.  (Tit.1.6; 
He.12.5) One of a number of issues that Scripture is silent to is children 
speaking.  In the Word of God the issue of children speaking is never a 
consideration.  They are to be be quiet in the presence of adults unless 
being spoken to. (Lk.2.46)  Children should be taught to speak when spoken 
to, and otherwise to be quiet in the presence of adults.  Especially so, 
children are to be quiet during the assembly of the saints.  Children, by the 
use of the Greek paidi<a, are as servants in a house of lords, meaning mom 

and dad,m grandfathers and grandmothers, uncles and aunts, and 
otherwise men and women.  (paidi<a, is derived from the Greek, pai?j, 

translated in the KJV Bible with the English words servant/man servant (11), 
child/children (7), son (3), maid (2), young man (1).  The term is not dou<loj, 

bond-servant/slave, but pai?j, a role of subordination.   

 
Ga 4:1  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth 
nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all … 
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Our roles as overseers, deacons, men, women, fathers, mothers, and 
children is arranged or ordered by the Lord in His Word for the home and 
the assembly. 
 
These little children who have known the Father, have an important role as 
a believer-priests in their homes, in the churches, and in their friendships. 
Let me remind you children who have profess faith in Christ that you are to 
be faithful to Christ. Complete your assigned tasks.  Don’t complain, 
grumble and back-talk.  You’re not the only one who has chores to do.  
Look at what dad and mom do all day.  Life is one long chore.  Your parents 
should have taught you already to make your beds, clean your rooms, and 
pick up after yourselves; to be sure that you do an excellent job in your 
school work.  Mow and trim the yard.  Pick up the rocks.  Learn to use the 
wheelbarrow, hough, rake, wash the clothes, cook meals, as you get older.  
(I don’t know why a parent would not start early with these kinds of basic 
lessons for their children.) … as unto the Lord.  That is how every child of 
God does anything regardless of his age.   
 
And finally, Be quiet in the presence of adults.  Learn to pray in private.  
Learn to steal away a moment or two a day to read through your Bible.  
John writes to you, You have known the Father.  He saw the evidences of it 
in them.  They acted like it and he commended them for it.   

 
13 γράφω ὑμῖν, πατέρες, ὅτι ἐγνώκατε τὸν ἀπ᾽ ἀρχῆς γράφω ὑμῖν, 
νεανίσκοι, ὅτι νενικήκατε τὸν πονηρόν γράφω ὑμῖν, παιδία, ὅτι ἐγνώκατε 
τὸν πατέρα 
 

          ἔγραψα 
14  I have written                                                 unto you, fathers,  
                                also,  I wrote, or did write 
 

I have written, ἔγραψα, 1ps., aor., ind., act. of gra<fw, I write; this 

verb in the aor., ind., is translated I have written (11), I wrote (6), did 
write (1).   
 

because ye have known him that is from the beginning.  
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have known, ἐγνώκατε, 2ppl., perf., ind., act. of ginw<skw, to know; 

ἐγνώκατε, is used 4 times in the N.T. (Jn.8.55; 1Jn.2.13 [twice], 14 
and always translated have known.  Emphasizing the fact of 
accomplished familiarity with Christ.  This is the very same verb in 
verb used in relation to the little children. 

 
Notice the difference in the verb tense here.  Not I write, but I have written.  
The Spirit of the Lord has moved the apostle John to write because they 
had something commendable.  And now, perhaps for emphasis, I have 
written what I wrote [above]; Or, if we take gra<fw in the order of 

appearance,  I write what I have written.   … and citing the same reason, 
because ye have known him that is from the beginning.   
 
There is no higher, no better, no greater knowledge than knowing Christ.  It 
seems that with every passing day, days into weeks, months and years that 
the knowledge of Christ becomes dearer to us than when we first believed.  
Why?  Because we can look back over the course of our lives and report 
from experience that He abides faithful.  These are those who can say, He 
has been with them every step of the way.  They’ve lacked nothing; all for 
His glory and their good.  What an encouragement this must have been to 
read these words from a fellowelder like John.  Especially in light of some 
difficult trials of late with the heretics and false teachings.  (cf. 2.19)  
 

     ἔγραψα                                                                              ἐστε             ἰσχυροί 
I have written        unto you, young men, because         ye are             strong,  
  wrote, did write                                                            pl. pres. ind.     powerful 
    aor. ind. act.                                                                                             mighty 
 

Again we see the different verb tense for write than used previously.  I have 
written what I wrote [above]…   

 
I have written, ἔγραψα, 1ps., aor., ind., act. of gra<fw, I write; this 

verb in the aor., ind., is translated I have written (11), I wrote (6), did 
write (1).   

 
ye are, ἐστε, 2ppl., pres., ind of ei]mi<, I am. 
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strong, ἰσχυροί, nom., pl., masc. of i]sxuro<j, an adjective, strong, 

mighty, boisterous, powerful; the noun would be power, might, 
strength. 

 
This commendation by the apostle John has nothing to do with buff young 
men.  He is not promoting a Christian bodybuilding club. 
 

1Ti 4:8  For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come. 

 
It is good stewardship to take care of or maintain our bodies. But this text 
refers to something that is not physical strength, though I would like to 
draw an analogy from the physical to the spiritual in the words ye are 
strong.  
 
Strength comes from exercise.  If we do not exercise our strength will be 
small.  It takes commitment to exercise.  Remember this: while it is said 
that it might take 30 days to establish a habit, I have found it only takes one 
to break it.  It is unhealthy not to have some form of exercise in our day.  
We should exercise to keep ourselves healthy.  We might not have the need 
every single day to walk long distances, or carry heavy loads, or climb or 
descend hills, but if we have a suitable exercise program our bodies will be 
able to accomplish the unexpected demands if we have been keeping up 
with the maintenance along the way. In other words, we won’t faint at 
every prospect of the extra demands for physical exertion. How much this 
applies to spiritual things.   
 
John commended these young men because they are strong. Was he 
flattering them?  No. Was he goading some lazy brethren into spiritual 
activity with a positive, spiritual pep talk? No. He was telling them the 
truth.  John told the truth.  Consider what he wrote to the seven churches.  
Yes, he wrote the words of the Lord Jesus to them.  And, if traditional 
church history is correct he would be meeting some of these same brethren 
again one day.  John, the beloved disciple told the truth. 
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3Jo 1:10  Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he 
doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content 
therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and 
forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church. 
 

These young men showed themselves to be able Christians.  What does 
that mean?  They were able to live Christlike. They stood by Biblical 
convictions.  What does that mean?  They believed that the Bible taught 
that they should be of a certain kind of behavior, that they should be a 
certain kind of son, brother, father, husband, church member, servant, 
master, and citizen … and they did it, being criticized, shunned, mocked, 
and separated from others’ company as a result.   How do I know this.  
Because that is what happens when you follow Christ.  Many of you have 
experienced the same things.  These young men overcame obstacles.  They 
trusted in God.  That is what I think of when John commends these young 
men for their strength.   

                                                     me<nei 

and the word of God                    abideth                      in you,  
                                                continues, tarries,  
                                                 dwells, remains 
 

abideth, me<nei, 3ps., pres., ind. of me<nw, to abide, remain, dwell, 

continue, tarry;  John uses this verb, 12 times in this epistle (1Jn.2.10, 
14, 17, 27; 3.9 14, 17, 24 [2], 4.12, 15, 16),  

 
and ye have overcome the wicked one. 
 

ye have overcome, same verb in verse 13, νενικήκατε, 2ppl., perf., 
ind., act. of nika<w, I overcome;  the verb, νενικήκατε, is used three 

times by John and only in this letter. (1Jn.2.13, 14; 4.4, and always 
translated have overcome) … 
 

Those who know Christ have one reason for not being strong: negligence.  
That word describes best why Christians fail to walk with God.   
 

De 2:7  For the LORD thy God hath blessed thee in all the works of thy 
hand: he knoweth thy walking through this great wilderness: these 



1John Series 

19 
 

forty years the LORD thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked 
nothing. 
 
Php 4:19  But my God shall supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 
 
1Ti 1:14  And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with 
faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 

 
14 ἔγραψα ὑμῖν, πατέρες, ὅτι ἐγνώκατε τὸν ἀπ᾽ ἀρχῆς ἔγραψα ὑμῖν, 
νεανίσκοι, ὅτι ἰσχυροί ἐστε, καὶ ὁ λόγος τοῦ Θεοῦ ἐν ὑμῖν μένει, καὶ 
νενικήκατε τὸν πονηρόν 
 
These words are written to encourage us to follow Christ regardless of age.   
It started with the the forgiveness of sins and Christ showing us the Father.   
 

Lu 10:22  All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man 
knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but 
the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him. 

 
Then we grow in grace and knowledge of Christ and overcome the 
adversary and strengthen in the Lord. 
 

Eph 6:10  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might. 
 

And then we come into old age. The battle isn’t over, but what has been 
seen and experienced of the faithfulness of Christ can be passed on to 
those coming along.  God is faithful.  He’ll never never fail us or forsake us. 
 

Is.43.2  When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee. 

 


