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“What it Means to be Reformed”; Session #76, Solus Christus - “The Heavenly 
Intercession of Christ”, prepared by Pastor Paul Rendall for  

the Adult Sunday School Class on May 22nd, 2016. 
 

 
 
Look with me at Hebrews 7: 20-25 – “And inasmuch as He was not made priest without an 
oath (for they have become priests without an oath, but he with an oath by Him who said to 
Him: “The Lord has sworn and will not relent, ‘You are a priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek, by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant, because they 
were prevented by death from continuing.”  “But He, because He continues forever, has an 
unchangeable priesthood.”  “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come 
to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”   
 
Gill on Hebrews 7: 25 – “seeing he ever lives to make intercession for them”:  
“Christ ever lives as God, He is the living God; and though He died as man, He is risen from the 
dead, and will not die again, but lives for evermore; and He lives as Mediator and Redeemer, and 
particularly as a priest; one branch of whose office it is to intercede for His people: this he does 
now in heaven; not by vocal prayer and supplication, at least not as in the days of his flesh; or as 
if He was supplicating an angry Judge; nor as controverting, or litigating, a point the court of 
heaven; but by the appearance of His person for them; by the presentation of His sacrifice, 
blood, and righteousness; by declaring His will, that such and such blessings be bestowed on 
such and such persons; and by recommending the prayers of His people, and removing the 
charges and accusations of Satan: the things He intercedes for are, the conversion of His that are 
in a state of nature; the consolation of distressed ones; fresh discoveries of pardoning grace to 
fallen believers; renewed strength to oppose sin, exercise grace, discharge duty, and bear up 
under temptations, and deliverance out of them; perseverance in faith and holiness, and eternal 
glorification; and He intercedes for these things; not for all the world, but for all the elect, even 
though transgressors; and He is very fit for this work, as the following verse shows; he is the one 
and only Mediator; and He is a very prevalent intercessor, He always succeeds; and He does this 
work readily, willingly, cheerfully, and freely; and all this proves him to be able to save; for 
though the impetration (the obtaining) of salvation is by his death, the application of it is owing 
to His interceding life; had He died and not lived again, He could not have saved to the 
uttermost; his life is the security of his people’s, and He lives for them, and as their 
representative; the blessed, effects of which they constantly enjoy.” 
 
Hebrews 6: 17-20 – “Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise 
the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things in which 
it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold of the hope set before us.”  “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, where the forerunner has entered for 
us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”   
 
 
Thomas Boston says: “Christ is pleading now for His people in heaven, in His exalted state.”  
“When He had offered up Himself a sacrifice on the cross, He ascended into the Most Holy 
Place, and there prosecutes the same suit that He had commenced on earth.” 
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Hebrews 9: 24 – “For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies 
of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us….”   
 
John Owen says: “This praying of Christ at present is no other but such as may become him 
who sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high. There must, therefore, needs be a great 
difference, as to the outward manner, between his present intercession in heaven and his 
praying whilst he was on the earth, especially at some seasons. For being encompassed here with 
temptations and difficulties, he cast himself at the feet of God, with “strong cries, tears, and 
supplications,” Hebrews 5:7. This would not become his present glorious state; nor is he liable or 
exposed unto any of the causes or occasions of that kind of treating with God. And yet at another 
time whilst he was in this world, he gave us the best estimate and representation of his present 
intercession that we are able to comprehend. And this was in his prayer recorded John 17. For 
therein his confidence in God, his union in and with him, the declaration of his will and desires, 
are all expressed in such a manner as to give us the best understanding of his present 
intercession. For a created nature can rise no higher, to express an interest in God, with a 
oneness of mind and will, than is therein declared. And as the prayers with cries and tears, when 
he offered himself unto God, were peculiarly typed by the fire on the altar; so was this solemn 
prayer represented by that cloud of incense wherewith the high priest covered the ark and the 
mercy-seat at his entrance into the most holy place. In the virtue of this holy cloud of incense did 
he enter the holy place not made with hands. Or we may apprehend its relation unto the types in 
this order: His prayer, John 17, was the preparation of the sweet spices whereof the incense was 
made and compounded, Exodus 30:34. His sufferings that ensued thereon were as the breaking 
and bruising of those spices; wherein all his graces had their most fervent exercise, as spices 
yield their strongest savor under their bruising. At his entrance into the holy place this incense 
was fired with coals from the altar; that is, the efficacy of his oblation, wherein he had offered 
himself unto God through the eternal Spirit, rendered his prayer as incense covering the ark and 
mercy-seat, — that is, procuring the fruits of the atonement made before God.”  Taken from 
Owen’s Commentary on the book of Hebrews, chapter 7: vs. 23-25. 
 
Thomas Boston goes on to say (Vol. 1 of his Works, Pages 468-472) :  
 
“Christ’s intercession lies in the following things: 
 
1st – In His appearing in heaven in His people’s nature, and on their account.”  
“After He had shed His precious blood on the earth for the expiation of the their sin, He rose 
again from the dead, and ascended into heaven as their Advocate and Intercessor, that, by the 
virtue of His meritorious sacrifice, He might answer all the charges brought in against them, and 
sue out (plead their right to) all the good things that belonged to them.” (That is, based upon His 
own sufferings for them)   
 
Romans 5: 10 – “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of 
His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”  
 
John Owen says: “So great and glorious is the work of saving believers unto the utmost, that it 
is necessary that the Lord Christ should lead a mediatory life in heaven, for the perfecting and 
accomplishment of it; “He lives for ever to make intercession for us.” — It is generally 
acknowledged that sinners could not be saved, without the death of Christ; but that believers 
could not be saved without the life of Christ following it, is not so much considered. See Romans 
5:10, 8:34, 35, etc. It is, it may be, thought by some, that when he had declared the name of God, 
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and revealed the whole counsel of his will; when he had given us the great example of love and 
holiness in his life; when he had fulfilled all righteousness, redeemed us by his blood, and made 
atonement for our sins by the oblation of himself; confirming his truth and acceptation with God 
in all these things by his resurrection from the dead, wherein he was “declared to be the Son of 
God with power;” that he might have now left us to deal for ourselves, and to build our eternal 
safety on the foundation that he had laid. But, alas! when all this was done, if he had only 
ascended into his own glory, to enjoy his majesty, honor, and dominion, without continuing his 
life and office in our behalf, we had been left poor and helpless; so that both we and all our right 
unto a heavenly inheritance should have been made a prey unto every subtle and powerful 
adversary. He could, therefore, no otherwise comfort his disciples, when he was leaving this 
world, but by promising that “he would not leave them orphans,” John 14:18; that is, that he 
would still continue to act for them, to be their patron, and to exercise the office of a mediator 
and advocate with the Father for them. Without this he knew they must be orphans; that is, such 
as are not able to defend themselves from injuries, nor secure their own right unto their 
inheritance.” 
 
2nd – In presenting the memorials of His death and passion as a moving plea on 
their account.”  “This was typified and prefigured by the High Priest’s carrying the blood of the 
sacrifice into the Most Holy Place, and presenting it before the Lord.”  “He was not to go in 
before the mercy-seat without it; and there was no interceding but by virtue of it.”  “So the whole 
power and efficacy of Christ’s intercession is founded upon His meritorious sufferings.”  “His 
soul that was bruised and made an offering for sin, and His body that was wounded and broken 
upon the cross, are daily presented before God, and will remain in the divine presence forever, 
as an eternal memorial of His bloody sufferings.”  “This has a powerful efficacy in prevailing 
with God.”  Hebrews 9: 11-15 
 
3rd – “In presenting His will and desire to the Father on their behalf not in a 
humble and supplicatory manner, in the way of charity, but by a claim in the way 
of justice.”  “He now pleads that His people may be put in full possession of all the blessings 
which were purchased for them by His bloody death.”  Isaiah 53: 10-12  Romans 8: 31-39 
 
4th – “In His presenting His people’s prayers and petitions unto God and pleading 
that they may be accepted and granted for His sake.”  Their prayers and religious 
performances are both impure and imperfect; but His precious merit, applied by His powerful 
intercession, purifies and perfects them.”  “The skillful Advocate puts them into form and 
language suited to the methods of the court of heaven, and by His great interest there procures 
them a speedy hearing.”  1 John 2: 1 and 2 
 
5th – “In His answering all the bills of indictment which are brought in against 
them.”  “Many times a believer is brought in as an arraigned criminal before the divine tribunal, 
where Satan appears as the accuser, brings in the charge of sin, pleads the righteousness of the 
law, solicits for judgment upon his accusations, and for the execution of the curse due to the 
crime.”  “The justice of God calls for vengeance, and conscience thunder out nothing but hell and 
wrath.”  “Now while the believer is in these dismal circumstances, Christ steps in and answers 
the charge.”  “He pleads the efficacy of His merit against the greatness of the believing sinner’s 
crimes, and His satisfaction to justice by the death of the cross against all the demands and 
challenges of the law.”  “And thus the sentence of condemnation due unto the sinner for his sin 
is averted, and a sentence of absolution (a freeing from blame or guilt; release from 
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consequences, obligations, or penalties) is pronounced, upon the merit and plea of this powerful 
intercessor.”  Zechariah 3: 1-9 
 
 
 
 


