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John 14.   
 
On January the 14th, 1856 pioneer missionary David Livingstone was in turmoil. He had 
journeyed to a very dangerous region of Africa that was controlled by savage tribes and 
he well knew the danger that he was in.  In fact, he wrote in his journal that night that it 
was likely that he would be knocked on the head, he put it, by the native warriors the next 
day which as a euphemism for the fact that he may very well be killed.   
 
He was torn as to whether or not he should make a hasty retreat in the night or whether he 
should stay and continue on in his journey.  And so he turned in the Scriptures that night 
for comfort and direction.  And he went to Matthew chapter 28 and verse 20, the last 
phrase of the Great Commission which says, “And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.”1 
 
And he wrote in his journal about that promise, “It is the word of a gentleman of the most 
sacred and strict honor and that is the end of it.” 
 
David Livingstone stayed that night and God protected him the next day and he would go 
on to serve his Lord for many more years.  David Livingstone trusted in the promise of 
Christ’s presence.  
 
In our text this morning Jesus made the same promise to his distressed disciples.  Note 
verses 18 through 20.  He says: 
 

I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.  Yet a little while, and 
the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live 
also.  At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I 
in you.2 

 
Now to really preach this message this morning I have to, first of all, deal with a matter 
of interpretation.  And I am going to plead for your attention. This is a dreary, sleepy kind 
                                                
1 Matthew 28:20. 
2 John 14:18-20. 
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of a day.  And it really does affect the way people pay attention.  And I would encourage 
you to stay with me and to try to understand what the Lord was saying to his disciples 
that night and what he is saying to us.   
 
The matter of interpretation is this. When the Lord says in verse 18, “I will come to 
you,”3 what did he mean?  Did he mean, “I will come to you as in the Second Coming?”  
Did he mean, “I will come to you as in I will rise from the dead and I will come and see 
you?” Or did he mean, “I will come to you in the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost?” 
 
There are wonderful scholars and believers through the centuries who have held to all 
three positions.  What does a preacher do when he comes to a text like this that is capable 
of more than one interpretation?  Well, he digs in. What I do is I try to find out the best 
arguments for each position and try to weigh them one against the other and see which 
one prevails.  I am not going to give you all of my findings, but I am going to give you 
the cream of it.   
 
The first one is, is this a reference to his Second Coming?  The only thing really 
supporting that is going all the way back to verse three of this chapter where the Lord 
says, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again.”4  There is that 
expression, “And receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”5 
 
Well, this view is very difficult to maintain because the Lord is not talking about the 
Second Coming here. That would be to introduce something alien to the discussion.  
 
The second view which many fine scholars, men that I respect very, very highly hold to is 
that this is only referring to the Lord’s resurrection appearances. 
 
Remember, after the Lord was raised from the dead on Easter Sunday he appeare4d to his 
disciples at least 10 times over a period of 40 days before his ascension into heaven. And 
there are many preachers and expositors and Bible professors who think that is what he is 
talking about here, that they, indeed, would see him again. He would indeed come to 
them because they would see him in a matter of days. 
 
Now the primary arguments are the following.  Number one, Jesus says, “I will come to 
you,”6 and that sounds very personal.  And they would say, “This can’t be the Holy Spirit 
because there are three persons in the trinity and he specifically here, ‘I will come to 
you.’7” 
 

                                                
3 John 14:18.  
4 John 14:3.  
5 Ibid.  
6 John 14:18.  
7 Ibid.  
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Another argument they would use is that in verse 19 he seems to refer to a visible 
manifestation of himself when he says, “Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no 
more; but ye see me.”8 
 
And also at the end of verse 19 he says, “Because I live, ye shall live also.”9 And that 
certainly sounds like the resurrection.   
 
And the fourth argument would be that in chapter 20 of this very gospel, when the Lord 
does appear to his disciples three times it is described as a coming, using the same term 
that is used here. It is found in chapter 20 verses 19, 24 and 26.  
 
But there are many fine, sound Bible scholars who are unconvinced by these arguments 
and they would suggest that this is simply a reference to the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
And they would say that—and let me just say this is a strong argument—the context here 
is all about the coming of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Look with me.  Notice this for yourself. I want you to notice how verses 16 to 17 read 
into verse 18.  He says, “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter.”10 
 
We discovered last week that is the Holy Spirit.   
 

...that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the 
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but 
ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.   
 
I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.11 

 
And it is also in the context following this passage in verses 25 and 26.  He says: 
 

These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. [verse 
26] But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.12 

 
Now, as far as the matter in verse 19 of them seeing him no more, of the world seeing 
him no more, but they would see him, those that would hold that this is the Holy Spirit 
would suggest that he has already talked about the fact that the world doesn’t know or 
doesn’t see him in one sense and probably this passing verse, 21, he will say, “He that 

                                                
8 John 14:19.  
9 Ibid.  
10 John 14:16. 
11 John 14:16-18.  
12 John 14:25-26. 
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hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 
shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.”13 
 
Obviously that has to be a spiritual manifestation because he says, “You will see both the 
Father and the Son,” and you can’t see the Father because John 4:24 says that he is Spirit.   
 
And as for the argument that this has to be a reference to the person of Christ because he 
says, “I will come to you,” in Romans chapter eight and verse nine and in Philippians 
chapter one and verse 19 the Lord speaks of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Christ, the 
Spirit that makes known Christ.   
 
And a fourth reason to see this as the Holy Spirit here is that you think about it logically.  
If he says... if he means the resurrection appearances and he says, “I am not going to 
leave you comfortless, I will come to you,”14 well, he only came to them for a short 
period of time and then he left again and went to his Father then. 
 
So he abandoned them again.  But, yet he says in verse 16, “That he may abide with you 
for ever.”15  And the whole context of the passage is that he is giving comfort to his 
disciples saying, “I am going to come to you.”  And the implication is, “I am going to be 
with you forevermore.” 
 
So if it is a reference to the resurrection appearances, it wouldn’t be forever more because 
he went back to his Father.   
 
Now I can tell by the glazed over look on your faces that I am more interested in this than 
you are.  But there may be a few souls out there that are actually trying to figure out what 
the Scripture is saying.  You know this, that God has included passages of Scripture on 
purpose that require us to dig and to dig and to dig and to dig and to dig to find out what 
he means. 
 
So I have mentioned to you three interpretations.  Only two are really up for the running 
you might say.  That is, is this the post resurrection appearances in reference here or is it 
the coming of the Holy Spirit?   
 
I think—and I am not a compromiser here, but I think the Lord is intentionally 
ambiguous because he is referring to both.  I think in comforting his disciples he is 
talking about the fact that they will receive comfort from his soon to be resurrection 
appearances and by the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit that will come at Pentecost. 
And there are many fine scholars who think that indeed that is the case.  In fact, in 
chapter 16 we are going to see he seems to also combine those two.  
 
And this would not be a unique phenomenon. Those of you who know your Bible 
prophesy well know that there are verses in the Old Testament where it would speak of 

                                                
13 John 14:21. 
14 John 14:18. 
15 John 14:16.  
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the First Coming of Christ and the Second Coming of Christ in the same context and they 
are put one against the other. And the Old Testament saints probably never knew that 
distinction and it is only because we have the New Testament perspective that we can 
say, “Oh, that would be referring to this coming and this part here is referring to that 
coming.”  He talks about them, the prophet does, as one. 
 
I think you have the same phenomenon here.   
 
All right. 
 
Let’s get to the relevance of this.  
 
You might be here this morning and your life is in turmoil.  You might be a believer and 
yet you are plagued with problems that have drained you of all spiritual energy.  The fact 
of the matter is what you need is the presence of Christ in a powerful way in your life.  
And what you need to do is you need to cling to the four promises the Lord gives in his 
Word that night to his disciples.   
 
I want to preach to you this morning on, “Christ promises his presence to his disciples.”  
He promises them that his presence will go with them, that he will be with his people.  
And I want us to look at these four promises now. 
 
First of all, would you notice with me that Christ promises if you are his child that he will 
not abandon you?  Look with me at verse 18.   
 
He says, “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.”16 
 
It is important. You might want to even make a note in your Bible if you do that, that the 
word “comfortless” is the Greek word orfanov (or-fan-os’).  We get our English word 
“orphan” from it.  He is saying, literally, “I will not leave you an orphan.” 
 
And this would have not seemed to strange to the disciples because he assumed almost 
the role of a father with them though he was their peer, about the same age.  Yet he 
sometimes speaks to them as little children.  
 
In fact, in the upper room just moments earlier in chapter 13 and verse 33 he says, “Little 
children, yet a little while I am with you.”17 
 
And so now, in essence, he is saying as a father figure before them, “Little children, I will 
not leave you as orphans. I will come to you.”  
 
And I want to suggest to you that what happened to the disciples literally happens 
spiritually to believers in all ages.  Let me explain. 
 
                                                
16 John 14:18.  
17 John 13:33.  
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We know from the gospel record how the disciples felt after the crucifixion of Christ. 
They weren’t sitting around waiting for his soon coming. They weren’t waiting for the 
resurrection. They were distressed. They were hiding behind locked doors. They were 
afraid. They were disillusioned. That Saturday between his death and resurrection must 
have been the longest day of their lives.  They didn’t know what their future held. They 
had given three years of their life to following this itinerant preacher and now he is dead.  
And his promise of a coming kingdom seems to have been completely evaporated.  They 
felt as if they were orphans who had been abandoned by their leader.   
 
In fact, I would not be surprised if the very words he said only some 12 to 24 hours 
earlier came back to haunt them when he said, “I will not leave you [as orphans]:  I will 
come to you.”18 
 
I wonder if they discussed among themselves, “What did he mean by that?  Why would 
he say that?  I mean, look, guys.  We are we are orphans now. We are all alone here in 
this room.” 
 
And so they felt as if this promise was not fulfilled.  But we know that resurrection 
morning came and he did come to them.  And they would see him with their own eyes. 
 
And then in another sense he would come to them again at Pentecost and would empower 
them and they would come to understand even more of who he was and what he was 
doing in the world.   
 
Now I think this is very relevant for us.  And don’t think I am doing abuse to the 
Scripture to say throughout every Christian’s experience and if you have been a Christian 
you know for 20 or more years and this has never happened to you, please tell me about 
it.  But I think that every Christian who is a believer long enough will experience times in 
their life where they will feel as if the Lord has abandoned them.  
 
It may be a crisis that brings on that.  Or it may just be a really dry spiritual desert in their 
life.  But there are times in the experience of a believer when that is the case. And you 
don’t have to go any further than your Bible to see that.  Go to the book of Psalms 
sometimes.  Look at the way the psalmist pours out his heart and he is pleading because 
he wants to see God as he had seen him in the sanctuary. He wants to experience God as 
he did once before. But now his heart seems listless and cold and dry.  And he pleads for 
God, as it were, to come again.  
 
And this has been the experience of saints throughout the centuries.  If you read Church 
history, if you study biography, if you read the writings of other believers like the 
Puritans who often spoke of the dark night of the soul when it seemed as if God had 
withdrawn his presence from a believer, not that the Lord truly had abandoned them, but 
it felt as if they were abandoned. That is the distinction I am making because the Lord has 
promised in Hebrews 13:5-6, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”19 
                                                
18 John 14:18.  
19 Hebrews 13:5.  
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And he will never leave or forsake his only child, the believer.  In fact, I am going a little 
bit off my message here, but the only person that God the Father ever abandoned was his 
Son when he was on the cross.  He will not abandon us. He will not abandon you.  But 
there will be periods of times in your life where you will feel as if he has abandoned you.  
And you might be in that situation this morning. You might remember a time in your life 
when you knew you were walking with the Lord, when you sensed his presence, when it 
was exciting and there was joy and peace in your heart and it is not like anything like that 
today.   
 
Well, you need to cling to this promise. The Lord says he will come to you.  He will 
refresh your heart if you seek him. He will give you a sense of his presence again.   
 
Would you notice with me that Christ promises that he will reveal himself to you?  Look 
at verse 19. 
 
“Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me.”20 
 
Now he uses this expression, “Yet a little while,” several times in the upper room 
discourse and it seems rather nebulous. And do you know what? If it seems that way to 
you, that is exactly the way it seemed to the disciples. 
 
I want you to notice—just turn with me to chapter 16 where the same discussion is going 
to come up again.  Look with me at John chapter 16. I am just going to read verses 16 
through 18.    The Lord says: 
 

A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye 
shall see me, because I go to the Father.  Then said some of his disciples 
among themselves, What is this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye 
shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me: and, 
Because I go to the Father?  They said therefore, What is this that he saith, 
A little while? we cannot tell what he saith.21 

 
So they were scratching their... “What does he mean by this?  It seems very nebulous.” 
 
And the fact of the matter is that everyone who has ever felt abandoned by God wants to 
know when it will be over.  And the answer from God’s perspective is, “In a little while.” 
 
God will come in his time when his purposes have been accomplished.  
 
So we see that this will only happen in God’s timing. Secondly, this will only happen for 
believers.   
 

                                                
20 John 14:19.  
21 John 16:16-18.  
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He says, “The world,” in verse 19, “seeth me no more.”22  And I think again that he is 
kind of going with a dual meaning here.  There is very much a physical sense in which 
the world would see him no more. They had seen him now for about 33 years.  But in the 
next day he was going to die on the old rugged cross, he was going to be buried in a rich 
man’s tomb and they wouldn’t see him again. 
 
But the disciples would see him again because he would appear to them in various 
locations.   
 
You may say, “Well, that may have been great, but what about me?” 
 
Well notice the other side of that meaning in verse 21.   
 
“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to 
him.”23 
 
And that is a term that is very similar to a visible manifestation of Christ, not that you are 
going to see a vision of him, but that he is going to be as real there in your midst, in your 
heart in your life as if he was there physically.  But this only happens for believers.  We 
are going to look at verses 21 through 23, Lord willing, in a couple of weeks.  And we are 
going to take our time with that. 
 
But let me just say this is something that you can enjoy today.  You can enjoy the 
presence of Christ in your life.  The Lord desires that of his children. This is one of the 
great benefits of being a child of God. 
 
As the hymn writer put it: 
 

He walks with me and he talks with me, 
And he tells me I am his own.  

 
Can you identify with that?  
 
Do you have the presence of the Lord in your life on a daily basis?   
 
So what did Christ promise the disciples in that fateful night?  He promised that, first of 
all, he would not abandon them and he promised that he would reveal himself to them. 
And, thirdly, I want you to notice that he promises that he will empower you. 
 
He says, “Because I live, ye shall live also.”24 
 
This is a clear reference to the resurrection of Christ.   

                                                
22 John 14:19.  
23 John 14:21.  
24 John 14:19.  
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Now in 1 Corinthians chapter 15 the apostle Paul talks about the consequences if Christ 
never rose from the dead. He says that our faith is vain and we are yet in our sins and our 
hope is gone.  But he goes on to say, “But now is Christ risen from the dead.”25 
 
Have you ever thought about what is the relevance of the resurrection of Christ in your 
life? Well, it is manifold. There are many consequences of that.  One of the consequences 
is that we have power to live the Christian life.  
 
There are many verses in the epistles that say this.  Listen to Romans 6:4.  “That like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life.”26 
 
Let me ask you this morning.  Are you walking in newness of life?  Are you living the 
resurrected Christian life or are you living like a corpse?   
 
There are many Christians that are living like a corpse.  Oh, they are children of God.  
They are believers. They are trusting in Christ for their salvation, but there is no peace.  
There is no joy. There is no power. There is no sense of his presence.  They are living 
almost as if he didn’t really rise from the dead.  
 
I want you to see how this is brought out again and again in the epistles.  Turn with me, if 
you would, please, to Ephesians chapter one.   
 
The book of Ephesians contains some wonderful prayers.  One is in verse 16 and 
following where he says, “[I] Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in 
my prayers.”27 
 
And then he goes right into a prayer praying these things for the Ephesians believers. And 
in verse 20 he says, “Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and 
set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places.”28 
 
And he is praying there, going up to verse 19 that they would experience, “the exceeding 
greatness of his power to us–ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power.”29 
 
And he says here the same power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead is the same 
power that animates the life of a believer, that is the power of the Holy Spirit.   
 

                                                
25 1 Corinthians 15:20.  
26 Romans 6:4.  
27 Ephesians 1:16.  
28 Ephesians 1:20.  
29 Ephesians 1:19.  
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Let me show you this again.  Turn with me to that wonderful chapter, Romans chapter 
eight.  Look with me in Romans chapter eight.  And I ask for you to look with me at 
verses 11 and following.  Romans chapter eight verse 11. 
 

But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he 
that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken [or make alive] 
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.  
For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.30 

 
The only way to really live the Christian life is to live through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, that same power that raised Christ from the dead.   
 
So Christ promises that he will empower you. You may feel week and dead and 
powerless in your Christian life. Christ has made provision for you in the Holy Spirit for 
you to live the risen, resurrected life. 
 
Fourthly, would you notice with me the fourth promise is that Christ promises that he will 
dwell with you.  Look with me back, please, at John chapter 14 and verse 20. 
 
It reads, “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.”31 
 
Now the first question is: What did he mean by “at that day”?  What day is he referring 
to?  Well, the answer of that is it depends on what interpretation you started out with. If 
you think these are all about the post resurrection appearances, then the day is obviously 
the day of resurrection.  If you think this is talking about the Holy Spirit then you believe 
this is the day of Pentecost. If you think, as I do, that the Lord has both comings in mind 
when he uttered these words to comfort the disciples, I think it is not referring and this 
term is not complying to a 24 hour day, but it denotes a general period of time when the 
Lord does something special.  And I think what it is referring to here is that during that 
time period between his resurrection and at his, at Pentecost, that he at that day they 
would come to a much fuller knowledge of who he is, of who his Father is and of who the 
Holy Spirit is that dwells within. 
 
Now, again, he is going to take up this same discussion later in this evening and so I want 
you to turn with me at chapter 16 of John, John 16 verses 19 through 22 and I want you 
to notice the similarity here.  And I think this clarifies what he is saying here a little bit 
more. 
 
John chapter 16 and verse 19. 
 

Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, 
Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall 
not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me?  Verily, verily, I 

                                                
30 Romans 8:11-13. 
31 John 14:20. 
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say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: 
and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.  A 
woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but 
as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the 
anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world.  And ye now therefore 
have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and 
your joy no man taketh from you.32 

 
Now that seems to be a clear reference to his resurrection appearances.  That they would 
be sorrowing that he was dead, but that he would come and their joy would be just 
boundless when they recognized they had a living Savior.   
 
But now look with me at verse 23.  And there is that same expression that we saw in 
chapter 14.   
 

And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.  
Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that 
your joy may be full.  These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: 
but the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but 
I shall shew you plainly of the Father.33 

 
And if you tie in that with what he is saying earlier, the way he would reveal more clearly 
to them was through the Holy Spirit who is the Spirit of truth.  
 
So, again, putting all of this information together is this.  On the resurrection day the 
disciples’ sorrow was turned into joy. The gospels all record this astounding 
transformation in their lives.   
 
But he is going on here to say that in that day, in this time period, their prayer life would 
be different. They wouldn’t be coming to him as they did before physically asking him 
for something or for direction or for guidance, they would ask the Father in his name. 
And all of that would be possible because of the coming Holy Spirit.   
 
Now turn with me back, if you would, one last time to John 14 and verse 20.  He is going 
to bring up this matter, again, of the mutual indwelling which is very hard for us to get 
our arms around. Remember, we looked at that in chapter 14 verses 10 and 11 before 
where he talked about, you know, you are in the Father and you are in me and I am in 
you.  And you try to visualize that and it is just very, very confusing.  
 
He is going to say that again. He says, “And you will know,” what will they know?  
“That I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.”34 
 

                                                
32 John 16:19-22. 
33 John 16:23-25. 
34 John 14:20.  
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And the Lord is going to give some additional pictures to help them understand that. He 
is going to say in the next chapter, “I am the true vine.”35  It is all about, “I am the vine, 
ye are the branches.”36 And he is going to illustrate that truth of abiding and of dwelling 
by using these agricultural analogies for them to better understand what he is talking 
about. 
 
And so I believe that this indwelling, this mutual indwelling that he is speaking of is, 
again, only possible through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  Notice what he says up in 
chapter 14 verses 16 and 17.   
 
He says in verse 17, “Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall 
be in you.”37 
 
And now looking down at verse 20, “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, 
and ye in me, and I in you.”38 
 
So it is only through the indwelling Spirit that we can experience the presence of Christ 
today.   
 
If you are not sure that is right, turn with me back, please, this is the last passage I will 
have you turn to, to 1 John chapter four.  
 
Remember earlier I mentioned to you in a previous message that the best way to 
understand what John means is to look at what he says in others of his writings because 
he repeats himself so much.  If you look with me at 1 John chapter four and verse 13, 
notice what it says here.  This is parallel to what he is saying. 
 
He says, “Hereby know we that we dwell in him.”39 
 
Remember, that is what he says you are going to know in a fuller way. 
 
“And he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.”40 
 
So let me ask you this morning.  Are you experiencing the comfort that comes with the 
presence of Christ because you are filled with the Spirit? 
 
You may ask, “Well, how in the world would I not enjoy that?  What is it that keeps a 
believer from enjoying the presence of Christ?” 
 

                                                
35 John 15:1.  
36 John 15:5.  
37 John 14:17.  
38 John 14:20.  
39 1John 4:13.  
40 Ibid.  
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Again, don’t misunderstand me.  The Lord never abandons you. But that doesn’t mean 
that you enjoy his presence. Just a like a child, his relationship with his father will not 
change no matter what he does.  But depending on how he has behaved himself and how 
he has responded to his father’s authority, the enjoyment of his father’s presence is going 
to be different. His father is there regardless, but the enjoyment of that presence is 
contingent.  
 
I want you to notice with me in John 14 one final point.  I mentioned what is it that could 
possibly keep a believer from enjoying the presence of Christ as mediated through the 
Holy Spirit? I want you to notice what serves almost as book ends around this passage.  
Look with me at chapter 14 verse 15.  
 
“If ye love me, keep my commandments.”41 
 
Now look at verse 21. 
 
“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to 
him.”42 
 
That is one of the joys of walking in fellowship with the Lord is that when we obey him, 
when we love him as we ought, we have a fuller experience of his presence.   
 
So might point to you is that one of the reasons why we feel like orphans at times in our 
Christian lives is because we are not obeying his commandments.  We are not doing what 
he wants us to do.   
 
You know, one of the saddest testimonies to a lost and dying world are miserable 
Christians.  And I wish I could say that they are far and few between, but that is not the 
case.  I know that there are trials that come into every one of our lives, difficulties, 
disappointments, heartaches.  But I also know that there are many, many Christians who 
live a miserable existence and they have no sense of the Lord’s presence. They cannot 
identify with the hymn writer as we sang today, “Blessed assurance Jesus is mine.” 
 
The words seem hollow. The talk of the joy that comes from fellowship with Christ 
seems strange. And I think sometimes they may regard it as kind of hype or 
salesmanship, you know, it is not really completely accurate.   
 
No, it is true. It is real.  You can have that wondrous experience of walking with the Lord 
in the light of his Word.  But you have to have a life that is characterized by love and 
obedience and trust and faith and submission to his will.   
 

                                                
41 John 14:15.  
42 John 14:21.  
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One of the reasons we feel like orphans is because we are hiding from God.  We have run 
away from home. We have run away from our God. He hasn’t left us, but we have left 
him.  And we suffer the consequences.   
 
The Bible says that, “In his presence is fullness of joy.”43 
 
Let me ask you, Christian friend, are you experiencing this fullness of joy?  Not that 
everything is perfect in your life, not that you don’t have health problems and you don’t 
have financial concerns and you don’t have worries and problems, but you have a sense 
of joy and peace that you are right with God and whatever happens, you are going to be 
his child forever and his Spirit is empowering you and enabling you to witness and to 
face life’s challenges.  You are living the risen life, that newness of life, that abundant 
life that Christ promised.   
 
If you are not, the chances are not—I don’t want to say it is necessarily this way because 
sometimes the Lord tests us and he removes a sense of his presence to teach us lessons—
but usually when we lose a sense of his presence, it is because we have intentionally 
walked contrary to his Word.  And we are suffering the consequences.  
 
Are you enjoying the presence of Christ in your life?   

                                                
43 Psalm 16:11.  


