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Message:   Discerning the Lord’s Will, Part 3
TEXT:       Ephesians  5:15-17

Introduction

  A.  We continue for a third week in Ephesians 5:15-17, seeing how God commands to us to understand His
will.

  B.  While people make decisions based on emotions, intuition, what other people will think, what everyone     
else says or does, interpreting providence, tara cards, mystics, fleeces, etc., God commends to us the way 

  of wisdom.  Decisions are to be based on wisdom.

Ephesians 5:15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the most of your

time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

  C.  The way of wisdom can be summarized as follows:

      1.  Spiritual Wisdom

Colossians 1:9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask

that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you will

walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing

in the knowledge of God;

  a.  Decision making principle:  holiness

1 Thessalonians 4:3   For this is the will of God, your sanctification (holiness); 

  b.  Means of guidance:  Scriptures

2 Timothy 3:15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you

the wisdom  that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

      2.  Observational or Common Wisdom

Proverbs 6:6   Go to the ant, O sluggard, Observe her ways and be wise, 

Ecclesiastes 10:10 If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its edge, then he must exert more strength.

Wisdom has the advantage of giving success.

  a.  Decision making principle:  Expediency

  b.  Means of guidance:  observation, research, consultation, accepting God’s Providence

  D.  God not only commands us to make wisdom the basis of our decisions, but to avoid folly as our basis of      
        making decisions. 

Ephesians 5:15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the most of your

time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

  E.  And so God would have us expose foolish, folly based decision making by the light of His Word.

   Ephesians 5:11  Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them . ...   But13 

all things become visible when they are exposed by the light .... 



I.  Don’t let human consensus, counsel, even from believers with good hearted intentions, trump the    
Word of God.

1 Chronicles 13:1  Then David consulted with the captains of the thousands and the hundreds, even with

every leader.  David said to all the assembly of Israel, "If it seems good to you, and if it is from the LORD our 2 

God, let us send everywhere to our kinsmen who remain in all the land of Israel, also to the priests and Levites

who are with them in their cities with pasture lands, that they may meet with us;  and let us bring back the ark of 3 

our God to us, for we did not seek it in the days of Saul."  Then all the assembly said that they would do so, for 4 

the thing was right in the eyes of all the people.

1 Chronicles 13:7 They carried the ark of God on a new cart from the house of Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio

drove the cart.  David and all Israel were celebrating before God with all their might, even with songs and 8 

with lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbals and with trumpets.  W hen they came to the threshing floor of 9 

Chidon, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark, because the oxen nearly upset it.  The anger of the LORD burned 10 

against Uzza, so He struck him down because he put out his hand to the ark; and he died there before God. 

1 Chronicles 15:13  "Because you did not carry it at the first, the LORD our God made an outburst on us, for we

did not seek Him according to the ordinance."  So the priests and the Levites consecrated themselves to 14 

bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel.  The sons of the Levites carried the ark of God on their shoulders 15 

with the poles thereon, as Moses had commanded according to the word of the LORD . 

II.  Don’t play fleece games with God.

Judges 6:36   Then Gideon said to God, "If You will deliver Israel through me, as You have spoken,  behold, I 37 

will put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground,

then I will know that You will deliver Israel through me, as You have spoken."  And it was so. W hen he arose 38 

early the next morning and squeezed the fleece, he drained the dew from the fleece, a bowl full of water.  Then 39 

Gideon said to God, "Do not let Your anger burn against me that I may speak once more; please let me make a

test once more with the fleece, let it now be dry only on the fleece, and let there be dew on all the ground."  God 40 

did so that night; for it was dry only on the fleece, and dew was on all the ground. 

III.  Don’t try to interpret Providence, coincidences, and be careful of open (or even closed) doors.

Ecclesiastes 11:5   Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are formed in the womb of the

pregnant woman, so you do not know the activity of God who makes all things. 

Psalm 32:8  I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon

            you.  Do not be as the horse or as the mule which have no understanding, whose trappings include bit and  9 

bridle to hold them in check, otherwise they will not come near to you.

IV.  Don’t assume your feelings, intuition are infallible just because you prayed about it.

Jeremiah 17:9   "The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; W ho can understand it? 

V.  Don’t seek God’s will assuming that when we have acted wisely, circumstantial outcomes will always   
be perfect or meet our expectations.  

  A.  God’s “perfect will” is definitely that we be perfect, not necessarily our circumstances.

Ecclesiastes 7:14   In the day of prosperity be happy, but in the day of adversity consider-- God has made the

one as well as the other so that man will not discover anything that will be after him .  I have seen 15 

everything during my lifetime of futility; there is a righteous man who perishes in his righteousness and there is a

wicked man who prolongs his life in his wickedness. 

VI.  Don’t choose to marry on a basis other than wisdom.

  A.  God’s will is that believers within the boundaries of holiness - that believers marry other believers who are  
   not bound in God’s eyes by a previous marriage.



1 Corinthians 7:39  A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be

married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 

Luke 16:18   "Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries one

who is divorced from a husband commits adultery. 

  B.  God is just as please with you if you are married or unmarried.  Don’t let anyone suggest that you are being  
  disobedient if you don’t marry.  Choosing to remain unmarried is a choice within the boundaries of     

God’s holiness.

1 Corinthians 7:40  But in my opinion she (the widow) is happier if she remains as she is; and I think that I also

have the Spirit of God. 

1 Corinthians 7:25  Now concerning virgins I have no command of the Lord, but I give an opinion as one who by

the mercy of the Lord is trustworthy.  I think then that this is good in view of the present distress, that it is good 26 

for a man to remain as he is.  Are you bound (engaged) to a wife? Do not seek to be released. Are you released 27 

from a wife (fiancee)? Do not seek a wife.  But if you marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she 28 

has not sinned. Yet such will have trouble in this life, and I am trying to spare you. 

  C.  Don’t bypass wisdom, including holiness and expediency, based on the cultural fable, “you’ll know when    
  he/she is ‘the one’”.

      1.  First, the remarriage of widows and widowers in the Lord demonstrates that there is more that one      
potential mate for any of us.

      2.  Second, while through wisdom we can be confident of choosing one who will be pleasing to both the    
Lord and to us, we cannot know for certain who will be our spouse until we are pronounced man and     
wife.  We don’t know for certain that we or our fiancee will live to our wedding day, or that Jesus won’t  

  return first.  We won’t know that we will be married until we are married.

James 4:13  Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year

there and engage in business and make a profit."  Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. 14 

You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.  Instead, you ought to say, "If 15 

the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that."  But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is 16 

evil.  Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.  17 

VII.  Don’t assume that because in God’s extraordinary mercy a foolish decision “worked out” that such   
folly is to become a paradigm for decision making by God’s people.

Ecclesiastes 7:15  I have seen everything during my lifetime of vapor; there is a righteous man who perishes in his

righteousness and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his wickedness. 

Matthew 5:45 ... your Father who is in heaven ... causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

VIII.  Don’t give priority in life to seeking non-moral decisions over holiness.  

  A.  Major on what’s major.  Spend your strength on pursuing holiness - conformity to the image of Jesus.

Matthew 6:31   "Do not worry then, saying, 'W hat will we eat?' or 'W hat will we drink?' or 'W hat will we wear for

clothing?'  "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 32 

things.  "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  "So 33  34 

do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 



Conclusion

  A.  Since all choices, even the seemingly small ones, are opportunities to walk in regard or disregard for the
Father’s exalting Jesus Christ as Lord, and purposing to sum up all things under His headship, since all
of our thousands of daily decisions express faith or a lack of faith in Christ the Lord, since we must all
stand before the judgment seat of God to give an account to Christ ...

  B. Therefore ...

Ephesians 5:15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the most of

your time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

  C.  Walk in the Way of Wisdom.  Since ...

Proverbs 2:6 ... the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. 

      1.  Pray to God to fill us with His wisdom as we seek it in His Word.

      2.  In all decisions, seek first God’s righteousness - His moral will, as revealed in His Word.

      3.  Within the boundaries of His moral will, use expediency.

      4.  When faced with 2 or more opportunities that are both moral and expedient, God gives us the freedom to  
   do what is in our hearts.

      5.  Be confident of God’s favor, but not of perfect circumstantial outcomes in this life.

      6.  Entrust your soul to the sovereign care of our Creator, who works all things together for good to those    
who love Him, to all who receive His Son, Jesus Christ, as Lord.
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