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EXULT IN GOD’S UNDESERVED GRACE 

(SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2014) 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 6:1-8; 2 Peter 3:1-9 

INTRODUCTION 

There are many challenging passages in Scripture; there are many things we do not 
understand as much as we would like. 

There are also a good number of passages where conservative, Bible-believing Christians 
do not hold the same interpretation. 

We look at the same passage, apply the same basic rules of interpreting God’s Word, and 
yet we don’t end up with the same result. 

Why is that? 

The answer is that we are fallible men and women. This means we are going to have 
differences. 

Now thankfully, true Christians have much more in common than we do in our 
differences. 

This means we have to be careful in how we deal with our differences and make sure we 
are focused on that which is most important. 

And even in the passages where we have differences, we can still seek unity by showing 
humility. 

I mention these comments because the opening verses of Genesis 6 are a great challenge 
to interpret. 

I cannot promise to fully resolve some of these difficulties. I don’t want the difficulties to 
keep us from appreciating what we can understand. 

Throughout Scripture we find a number of related themes. 

First, we must never forget the intense spiritual war all true believers face. Satan, our 
defeated enemy, still seeks to destroy the message of the gospel and pervert the true 
Church of Jesus Christ. 

Second, we live constantly in the reality of man’s rebellion. The evil that flows from the 
heart of man is so very great. 
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Third, we find our comfort knowing that God does rule even when it seems that we are 
forgotten. He will bring judgment. If he has shown you mercy in redeeming you from the 
power of sin and His wrath, will He not continue to show His care for you? 

Exalt in God’s grace given to you a sinner in a vile, rebellious world. 

 

We will look at the opening 8 verses of Genesis 6 in two parts: verses 1-4 and verses 5-8. 

 

GEN. 6:1-4 – WAR AGAINST GOD’S ORDER AND PURPOSES 

Gen. 6:1 Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the 
earth, and daughters were born to them,  2 that the sons of God saw the 
daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of 
all whom they chose.  

Gen. 6:3   And the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for 
he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”  4 There 
were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God 
came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the 
mighty men who were of old, men of renown. 

As I mentioned last week, the flood can be dated to approximately 1,656 years after 
creation. 

It is very possible that in verse 3, the mention of 120 years refers to the coming judgment 
of the flood. 

Not that we have to try to date every verse in the Bible, but verse 1 and the opening 
verses of this chapter likely describe the time some 1500 years after creation and leading 
up to the time of the flood. 

Verse 1 refers to the time when men began to multiply on the face of the earth. 

From what we learn in Genesis 5, the life spans of people at this time were very long.  

We could only assume this meant you could have a lot of children when you are able to 
live until 900 and more. 

Some 1500 years after creation, we very well could imagine a time of incredible 
population growth. 
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This was as God intended but what we clearly see in this chapter is a perversion of God’s 
order and will for His creation. 

You see at the end of verse 1, the phrase “and daughters were born to them.” Why is this 
phrase mentioned? 

I think it is given to prepare the way for verse 2. There is also a connection with Genesis 5 
where throughout the text there is the mention for 9 of the patriarchs that they had both 
sons and daughters. 

Verse 2 then describes a situation where the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that 
they were beautiful, and took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. 

You might read this and say, well isn’t that basically how much of the world operates?  

A man sees a woman who is beautiful, he tries to win her approval, and then he seeks to 
marry her.  

I think we are to see something very wicked rather than the common playing out of a love 
story. 

Look carefully at verse 2 and think back to Genesis 3. 

There are several key words used in verse 2 found in Genesis 3:6 

Listen to part of Genesis 3:6 as you look at verse 2. 

Gen. 3:6   So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate. 

What are the key words? Saw, good/beautiful, and took. 

I think the connection between these two verses means that what is being described in 
verse 2 is not something good or normal.  

Verse 2 is describing something that goes against God’s order and commands. 

The question is, what is being described here? 

This is where we get into the very difficult interpretation of identifying who are the sons 
of God. What is the serious rebellion presented here? 

You don’t find the phrase sons of God used very often in the OT. 

It is used two times in these opening verses. 

Three times in Job the expression is also found where it refers to angels. 
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Job 1:6   Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 

Job 38:7  When the morning stars sang together,  And all the sons of God 
shouted for joy? 

Now in the NT, the phrase is used to speak of those who have been redeemed by God’s 
grace. 

Matt. 5:9  Blessed are the peacemakers,   For they shall be called sons of God. 

Gal. 3:26   For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 

So should we interpret the sons of God referring to angels or to those God has called as 
His people? 

A third interpretation that seeks for Biblical justification is that the word god (Elohim) can 
in some cases be used to refer to kings or other powerful rulers. 

We see this in Exodus 21:6 where the word judges is literally the word elohim and also 
Psalm 82:1. 

Psa. 82:1  God stands in the congregation of the mighty; He judges among the 
gods. 

The context of Psalm 82 seems to suggest the word gods is referring to earthly rulers. 

So as we go back to Genesis 6:2 and look at the phrase sons of God, how are we to 
understand this? 

Is it referring somehow to the line of Seth, those who were of the chosen line, and yet they 
fell into great sin by marrying those who are called the daughters of men? 

Or should we follow a very ancient interpretation that Genesis 6:2 describes rebellious 
angels somehow taking on human flesh and marrying earthly women? 

Or is Genesis 6:2 speaking of the attempts of wicked and powerful men to establish 
themselves as mighty tyrants who sought to expand their power in part through having 
many wives and many children?1 

                                                
1 See Meredith Kline, “Divine Kingship and Genesis 6:1-4,” WTJ 24:2 (May ’62), 187ff. 
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One of the great difficulties is that each of these interpretations is in the present held by 
very respectable, Bible-believing scholars, each of whom can make very compelling 
arguments. 

John Calvin had a very decided opinion here as he favored the interpretation of mixed 
marriages – the godly line with the ungodly. 

He thought the interpretation that the sons of God could refer to angels is “abundantly 
refuted by its own absurdity; and it is surprising that learned men should formerly have 
been fascinated by ravings so gross and prodigious.” 

As I mentioned earlier, I think such a view is dismissive of the insights of other godly men. 

Here is a case where we have to be cautious in dismissing outright the careful opinions of 
those who are also seeking to be faithful to God’s Word. 

I will share one other related position and that is the sons of God refer to angels, but the 
way that they took and married other women was through demonic possession. 

Henry Morris suggested this opinion in his commentary. 

What is interesting is that we do see angels in Genesis and other places who are able to 
take on human appearance.  

An example would be the destruction of Sodom in Genesis 19. 

Clearly other parts of Scripture also show the power of demons in terms of possession. 

What seems to be the simplest view is that verse 2 is describing the horrible consequences 
of godly men marrying women they should not have. 

But this interpretation does have some difficulties in explaining all the details presented 
here. 

Without trying to take any these positions, I want to emphasize what we should see in 
common in all the positions which is a Satanic attempt to destroy God’s order and rule 
over the earth. 

And what we can say is that coupled with the rebellion present already in the heart of 
man, the attempt of the devil was very successful. 

The perversion throughout the earth was so very great that God determined to bring a 
most fearsome judgment. 

As I stated last week, living to 900 for the faithful in the line of Seth, was likely a very 
difficult calling. 

What we must also see is that God does not always bring judgment quickly. 
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In God’s perfect and eternal plan, the degree of wickedness on the earth can be so very 
great to the point where it seems that God does not care or that God cannot do anything 
in the face of such evil. 

The Apostle Peter warned his first readers and he warns us of such a spirit among the 
wicked. 

2 Peter 3:3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking 
according to their own lusts,  4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? 
For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning 
of creation.” 

Peter goes on to say that they forgot the account presented here in Genesis 6 concerning 
the flood. 

In the face of incredible evil, you are not to forget this one thing, Peter says. 

2Pet. 3:8   But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day 
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.  9 The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, 
not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

Genesis 6:3 also speaks of God’s great patience and yet also perfect judgment. 

In the face of great evil, Yahweh, the LORD, declared, “My Spirit shall not strive with 
man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” 

Does this phrase speak of man’s lifespan reduced from incredible ages into the 900’s to a 
still very long life span of 120? 

This interpretation can make sense even of what we see today.  

Another interpretation that I mentioned earlier, is that this 120 years refers to the coming 
of the flood. 

John Calvin understood the language of not striving to speak of God being finished with 
His pleading. The only thing left for me to do is to strike with lightning.2 

Indeed we can say that God was incredibly patient and yet there would be a limit to His 
great forbearance. 

God’s patience is not because He unable to act more quickly but is for our benefit. God is 
patient in order to bring in the full number of His elect. 

                                                
2 John Calvin, Sermons on Genesis 1-11, 551. See also p. 546. 
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Verse 4 continues to describe the rebellion of this pre-flood period. 

The NKJV and other older versions translated the Hebrew word nephilim as giants. Other 
modern translations just transliterate. 

This word nephilim or giants is used only one other place in the OT in Numbers 13:33. 

Num. 13:33 There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the 
giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their 
sight.” 

The first part of verse 4 seems to be indicating that whatever the nephilim were in terms of 
their physical size or prowess that they did not live only at this time but also lived after the 
flood.  

We would obviously have to say that the nephilim after the flood did not have any 
connection by blood to the ones who lived before. 

We know certainly at the time of David that he and others did battle with massive, 
powerful men, 7.5 feet in size and greater. 

The term “mighty men” is later also used of David’s elite warriors.  

Closer to the time of this passage we read of Nimrod in Genesis 10 who is called a mighty 
hunter. 

The end of verse 4 says these were men of renown. Literally they were men of the name. 

This interestingly is what the rebellious builders of the city and tower of Babel were 
seeking. “Let us make a name for ourselves.” 

So whatever interpretation you want to identify with for verse 2, what we can see in these 
opening verses are patterns of rebellion that are not just found here alone. 

Men in their rebellion against God, whether they be directly or indirectly inspired by 
Satan, will seek to build their power through physical might and in other ways in order to 
build a name for themselves. 

What should make us shudder as we think of the rest of the flood account is that God only 
saved 8 people out of all those living at that time. This was a time of unimaginable 
rebellion. 

 

2. GENESIS 6:5-8 – GOD DOES NOT SIT UNCONCERNED IN THE FACE OF GREAT 
EVIL. 
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Gen. 6:5   Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  
6 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was 
grieved in His heart.  7 So the LORD said, “I will destroy man whom I have 
created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds 
of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.”  8 But Noah found grace in the 
eyes of the LORD. 

This account has been written to compare the actions of rebellious men with those of our 
Sovereign God. 

In verse 2, the sons of God saw the beauty of the daughters of men. 

But here in verse 5, Yahweh, the LORD, saw the ugliness of man’s heart and actions. 

The words of verse 5 also call to mind the account of creation where God saw the 
goodness of all that He had made. 

Verse 5 is another powerful testimony to the depravity of man. 

God saw not only the evil actions of men and women but could see the very heart of man. 

The word intention is not a common word in the OT. It can also be translated as 
imagination or inclination. 

This word in Hebrew, yester, would later become a very important term to describe our 
sinful, human nature.3 

Man has been created with the amazing gift of imagination. The plans that men can have 
can be truly astounding. 

Here the focus is on the evil of man’s imagination. 

One translation here reads, “every scheme his mind thought of” was only evil 
continually.4 

Verse 6 is one of the deepest verses in Scripture. 

The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth. 

The word sorry is the same verb, though a different form, as the verb comfort used in 
Gen. 5:29. 

He was grieved in His heart. 

                                                
3 NET Bible note, s.v. Genesis 6:5. 
4 HCSB. 
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The verb grieved is related to the verb toil of Gen. 5:29. 

Further connecting these two verses is the word made in Gen 6:5 and the word work in 
5:29. 

One commentator has written: ‘The hopes that Lamech set on his son were realized in a 
manner far different from that which he had imagined.’5 

Scripture is very clear that God does not change like we do. God is completely sovereign. 
He has an eternal plan that will never be frustrated. He does not discover something that 
surprises Him in the slightest. 

Verse 6 needs to be carefully understood lest we shape God in our own image. 

This verse is a needed reminder to us that God is greatly concerned about the heart of 
man and his actions. 

Think about this way, if you are moved by the reality of evil, then how much more does 
God perfectly respond to evil? 

I think we rightfully call the language of this verse figurative, it is anthropopathic, but still 
it is a reminder to us that God does not sit unconcerned in the face of evil. 

John Calvin here wrote: 

Meanwhile, unless we wish to provoke God, and to put him to grief, let us learn 
to abhor and to flee from sin. Moreover, this paternal goodness and tenderness 
ought, in no slight degree, to subdue in us the love of sin; since God, in order 
more effectually to pierce our hearts, clothes himself with our affections. 

The words of verse 7 contain one of the most sobering words of judgment in all of 
Scripture. 

The judgment of the flood is the second greatest judgment in Scripture, second to the 
judgment that Jesus Christ bore on the cross. 

It is a judgment that foreshadows the eternal judgment that will begin with the return of 
our Lord. 

Why did God determine to wipe out both man and beast? Why did God include creeping 
things and fowls of the air? 

What were they guilty of committing that they were also destroyed? 
                                                
5 Cited by Derek Kidner, Genesis: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 1 of Tyndale Old 
Testament Commentaries. IVP/Accordance electronic ed. (Downers Grove: InterVarsity 
Press, 1967), 91. 
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The best answer is that all the creatures of the earth were given to man as part of his area 
of dominion. When God determined to judge man, everything associated with man was 
properly to be removed. 

The evil of man was so great that only a total wiping out of all that God had made was 
appropriate. 

We see this reflected all throughout history in other fearsome judgments God has brought, 
though none can match this determined judgment. 

I know we are so familiar with this story, but verse 7 should fill your heart with awe and 
reverence. 

Verse 8 then presents such a beautiful contrast. 

But Noah found grace in the eyes of Yahweh. 

We observe that up to this point we really know nothing about Noah other than the hope 
of his father Lamech expressed in his very name, Noah. 

The grace that Noah found is nothing that Noah earned. 

The word grace is not as common in the OT as we might think. Moses and perhaps 
Abraham are the only other figures in the OT who we read found grace in the sight of 
God. 

It is the NT where we much more commonly read of the grace of God. 

Clearly the message of grace is not just a NT teaching. 

It powerfully has its foundation here. 

In the midst of a completely rebellious, violent, detestable world, God chose to show His 
grace to Noah, a grace that included the earthly protection of several other members of 
his family. 

Exalt in God’s grace given to you in vile, rebellious world. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Eph. 6:10   Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might.  11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil.  12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take 



Page 11 of 11 - 5/25/14 

up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. 

The spiritual battle we face is so much greater than any of us fully realize. 

The evil of this world is still so very great. 

We know that God’s purposes will be accomplished. 

It is in the realization of your weakness, continued sinfulness, and insignificance that the 
words of the WSC perhaps take on a new meaning. 

Your chief end is still to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

 

Prayer 

Hymn: 253 

 
 

Benediction – 2 Peter 3:17-18 

You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from 
your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;  but grow in the 

grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now 
and forever. Amen. 

 


