
34:5-7  

And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter. Now his sons were with his livestock in the 

field; so Jacob held his peace until they came. What is he thinking? How did he keep his peace? 6 Then 

Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him. 7 And the sons of Jacob came in from 

the field when they heard it; and the men were grieved and very angry, because he had done a disgraceful 

thing in Israel. There was no patch of land known as “Israel.” This is probably another pro-leptic speech. It is 

called that by the author before it was called that in actual, real time. This is evidence that somebody post-

Moses added this pro-leptic title as Moses died before there was an “Israel.” This land is not theirs yet (verse 1, 

10-11), so it is not acceptable to say that some part of that land was “Israel.” It should ultimately be noted that 

this is a moderator’s comment. The sons of Jacob were upset that this was taking place in the land that was 

promised to them. “You are going to rape our sister in our own land?!” On the other hand, Exodus 9:7 helps us 

see that this could simply be shorthand for “in and among the people of Israel/Jacob.” In either case, neither 

they nor their land was then called “Israel” so in both cases, it is a label given by the writer rather that than that 

which was attached at that time. by lying with Jacob’s daughter, a thing which ought not to be done.  

 

34:8-10  

But Hamor spoke with them, saying, “The soul of my son Shechem longs for your daughter. Please give 

her to him as a wife. 9 And make marriages with us; give your daughters to us, and take our daughters to 

yourselves. Probably, Jacob had more than one daughter. This was often summarized in Genesis 5 as “they had 

sons and daughters.” With the age of only one woman in the whole Bible (Sarah), understating the number of 

women being born should be no surprise. 10 So you shall dwell with us, and the land shall be before you. 

Dwell and trade in it, and acquire possessions for yourselves in it.”  

 

34:11-12 

Then Shechem said to her father and her brothers, “Let me find favor in your eyes, and whatever you say 

to me I will give. 12 Ask me ever so much dowry and gift, Basically he’s saying “name your price.” and I 

will give according to what you say to me; but give me the young woman as a wife.”  

 

34:13  

But the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father, and spoke deceitfully, because he had 

defiled Dinah their sister. The word in verse 2 is a different Hebrew word. This word is mostly a sexual 

reference to “deflowering.” 14 And they said to them, “We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one 

who is uncircumcised, The only folks we know so far who in Genesis are practicing this are the Hebrews (or 

“sojourner”). for that would be a reproach to us. 15 But on this condition we will consent to you: If you 

will become as we are, if every male of you is circumcised,  

 

34:16-17  

then we will give our daughters to you, and we will take your daughters to us; and we will dwell with you, 

and we will become one people. 17 But if you will not heed us and be circumcised, then we will take our 

daughter and be gone.” This would have been a big deal with the economy if Jacob would pick up and leave 

town. There was probably a lot of trade already happening between these two peoples. 

 

34:18-21  

And their words pleased Hamor and Shechem, Hamor’s son. 19 So the young man did not delay to do the 

thing, because he delighted in Jacob’s daughter. There must be a level of expectation for He was more 

honorable than all the household of his father. 20 And Hamor and Shechem his son came to the gate of 

their city, and spoke with the men of their city, saying: We have also seen Lot at the gate of his city in 

Genesis 19 and when Abraham bargained with the men for the Cave of Macphelah in Genesis 23. 21 “These 

men are at peace with us. Therefore let them dwell in the land and trade in it. This is more than getting a 

daughter for Shechem. “This is good for your wallets.” This was about a love of money again. For indeed the 

land is large enough for them. Let us take their daughters to us as wives, and let us give them our 

daughters.  



 

34:22-23 

Only on this condition will the men consent to dwell with us, to be one people: if every male among us is 

circumcised as they are circumcised. 23 Will not their livestock, their property, and every animal of 

theirs be ours? Only let us consent to them, and they will dwell with us.” They are both planning to deceive 

the other. Jacob’s sons will prove to have hidden agenda while these men were about to make a trade agreement 

over the lust of the rich guy’s son.  

 

34:24-25  

And all who went out of the gate of his city heeded Hamor and Shechem his son; every male was 

circumcised, all who went out of the gate of his city. 25 Now it came to pass on the third day, when they 

were in pain, How much pain? So much pain that they couldn’t fight off two men. that two of the sons of 

Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, each took his sword and came boldly upon the city and killed 

all the males.  

 

34:29-30 

and all their wealth. All their little ones and their wives they took captive; and they plundered even all 

that was in the houses. Think about the author being emphatic at this absolute slaughter. This is a sad day in 

Shechem. Multitudes of mothers and daughters are looking at their dead brothers and fathers and grandfathers. 

Now they’re being taken from their homes. Taking in the entire scene…30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and 

Levi, Genesis 29:29-31 show these were the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 sons of Jacob and Leah some twenty years ago (at 

least). You may remember Leah had six sons for her husband. This is all we see until here. We need to know 

that in this same passage of Genesis 30 we have Dinah being mentioned so that chapter 34 doesn’t surprise us. 

“You have troubled me by making me obnoxious among the inhabitants of the land, among the 

Canaanites and the Perizzites; why talk about them? There are so many other nations mentioned in lists. 

Looking for these two as a pair in Genesis takes us to only one other place. Genesis 12, 285 years previous to 

this episode (Abram was 75 in chapter 12; 100 when Isaac was born; Isaac was 60 when Jacob was born; Jacob 

is at least 100 years old in this story), speaks of Abraham returning from Egypt and finding strife with the 

herdsmen of the land. The lesson may very well be that Jacob was concerned about how these folks who knew 

his grandfather would think well of him. and since I am few in number, they will gather themselves together 

against me and kill me. I shall be destroyed, my household and I.” This seems rather under-scaled of a 

response to all these calamity by Jacob. He has a reason to be fearful, but these words don’t grasp this gravity. 

Genesis 49 will show that he had a special disdain for this action of these two boys. It is on his mind in some of 

his last thoughts. He actually rebukes Reuben and then moves on to talk about the wrath of these two boys in 

49:5-6 for their collapsing the walls of a whole city (moved around their defense). At the end of Genesis 47:28 

we find that Jacob lived 147 years. If he was 97 when he left Laban then he has this on his mind for almost 

another half century! After all this, it seems odd that the priests would come from one of these angry boys 

(Levi). 

 


