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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 5-25-14 PM 

“THE RICHES OF HIS GRACE” 

EPHESIANS 2:6-10 

#8 in Series, “The Christian’s Wealth, Walk, and Warfare” 

 

   Since grace is so central in the book of Ephesians, I want us to spend some time focusing on grace 

before we get into the text. Grace is never an obligation of God, but is freely given by Him to those He 

chooses. Exodus 33:19b (NKJV) “…I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have 

compassion on whom I will have compassion." A short definition of grace is “God’s favor freely given to 

those who do not deserve this favor.” [Wayne Grudem]. As we will see later in this message, since grace, 

by definition is unmerited, there is only one human attitude appropriate as an instrument to receive such 

grace and that is faith. Romans 4:16a (NKJV) “Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to 

grace…” Faith is the one human attitude or response that is the opposite of depending on oneself. By 

definition faith is the trust in or dependence on another. Faith rules out self reliance. As we will see in this 

message, grace and faith together completely rule out pride. Where pride and self-sufficiency dwell, grace 

and faith move out.   

   It is this glorious grace that is magnified in Ephesians 2:6-10. Before this message is over I am praying 

that you are so overwhelmed with the grace of God that you will say with the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 

1:6a (NKJV) “to the praise of the glory of His grace…”,  

 

I.       Where God’s Grace Seats Us (V6) 

   The tense here (aorist) indicates that this is not speaking of being bodily with the Lord in Heaven after 

we physically die. It is something that is real right now for those in Christ. This is referring to the doctrine 

of our union with Christ (as we saw in the AM message). Let me share a quote from Dr. Martyn Lloyd-

Jones concerning our union with Christ. “This [truth of our union with Christ] is the marvel and mystery 

of our salvation, and it is the most glorious thing that we can ever contemplate. The Son of God, the 

Second Person in the eternal Godhead, came down from heaven to earth; He took unto Him human 

nature, He joined human nature to Himself, He shared human nature; and as the result of His work we 

human beings share His life and are in Him, and are participators in all the benefits that come from Him.” 

[Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, God’s Way of Reconciliation, page 76]. This union with Christ means that we 

are so identified with Him (in Christ) that wherever He is, we are and whatever He has done, we are 

counted as having done it with Him. He was crucified and the old us was crucified with Him (Galatians 

2:20). When He rose from the dead, we were in union with Him and we were raised also (Romans 6:5). 

We are enveloped in Christ! We are in union with Christ in every aspect of redemption. When He 

ascended into Heaven and was seated at the right hand of the Father’s throne, Ephesians 2:6 tells us that 

we are seated with Him. When the Bible speaks of Jesus being “seated” it refers to two things. First, to be 

seated means that the work is done. Salvation’s work is done and Jesus sits down at the right hand of the 

Father. Second, sitting also speaks of resting. Jesus sits because salvation’s work is done; we sit with Him 

resting in that finished work as our hope for salvation. 

   Let’s go a little further in this union with Christ, this being seated together in the heavenly places in 

Christ. What does it mean in our daily life? Let me give you several things that it means. First, it means 

that we no longer belong to this world. Before we were united to Christ, we were of this world Ephesians 

2:2a (NKJV) “… you once walked according to the course of this world…” Before a person is united 

with Christ, their mind is blinded and they adopt the world’s way of thinking. Their world view is warped, 

and being conformed to the world they know nothing of a biblical worldview. The person who has not 

been united with Christ is confined to this world because that is all he knows and it is all he can know. 

Once we have been united with Christ, we are no longer of this world. Galatians 1:4a (KJV) “Who gave 

himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world…” The one “in Christ” is still 

physically alive in this world system, but he is not of this world. We read in 1 John 5:4a (ESV) “For 

everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world.” Non-Christians are controlled by this world 
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system and its values. Those values keep changing, and the non-Christian changes with them whether it is 

in areas of sexual promiscuity, homosexuality, abortion, and even what truth really is. The world says 

there is no absolute truth so you form your own reality. Those of the world start accepting that. Christians 

who have been united with Christ are as 1 Peter 2:11 (NKJV) calls them, “… sojourners and pilgrims…” 

in this world. While the world may tempt those in Christ, they realize that they are outside the world and 

not of it. The outlook, the worldview, the concept of truth, and the values of the one who has been united 

with Christ is no longer determined by the world. Those seated together in the heavenly places is Christ 

are no longer friends of and under the control of the world.  

   Second, those in union with Christ and seated in Him in heavenly places are no longer under the 

dominion of Satan and his kingdom. Before we were made alive in Christ and united to Christ we walked 

Ephesians 2:2b (NKJV) says “…according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now 

works in the sons of disobedience”. We were not only controlled by the world’s values, we were 

controlled by the one who controls the world’s values. We were under the kingdom, the control, the 

power, the dominion of Satan. Those who are not in Christ are so blinded that they don’t even know that 

they are his captives. When a person is born again and trusts in Christ, Satan is defeated. Acts 26:18 

(NKJV) “to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to 

God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith 

in Me.” What a glorious verse. We are raised up and seated together in the heavenlies in Christ and that 

means that we are overcomers of the world and the god of this world – Satan.    

   Third, because we are in union with Christ and seated in the heavenlies with Him, we are no longer 

under the wrath of God. We were told in Ephesians 2:3 (NKJV) that we “…were by nature children of 

wrath, just as the others.” The world is “passing away” (1 John 2:17) the ultimate end of those of the 

world is the wrath of God, but those who are seated in the heavenlies in Christ have escaped the wrath of 

God. Oh how glorious is our union with Christ!  

   Fourth, we belong to the Kingdom of Christ. This truth is not some day in the sweet by and by, but it is 

right now because we are in union with Christ. Colossians 1:13 (NKJV) “He has delivered us from the 

power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love”. Philippians 3:20 (NKJV) 

“For our citizenship is in heaven…” The kingdoms of this world are doomed to destruction, but God’s 

kingdom never fails or fades or is defeated. Heaven is now our homeland because we are in Christ Jesus. 

We are aliens and pilgrims here headed home and we are never at home in this present world. 

   I have not exhausted this subject! We could go on and on with what it means to be united with Christ, 

identified with Christ, in Christ, but how glorious it is that we are no longer of this world, no longer under 

the dominion and kingdom of Satan, no longer under God’s wrath, but under the favor of His grace, and 

that in Christ we have citizenship in Heaven and have all of our real needs met while we are here on 

foreign soil. Oh what glorious grace! 

 

II.      What God’s Grace Shows Us (V7) 

   Why has God lavished such amazing grace upon us – grace that made sinners who were dead in 

trespasses and sins alive? Why has He lavished grace on us in setting us free from Satan, from our own 

flesh, and the wrath of God? It was to display His glory! We tend to think of everything in terms of 

ourselves. Most would say that God did all of these things because He loved us, had compassion on us, 

and wanted eternal bliss for us with Him in Heaven for all eternity. That is a truly a secondary motive of 

God, but the primary motive is His glory. That word “show” in verse 7 is translated “display” in the 

HCSB. I think that is the best translation. This grace of God in saving us put the attributes, the 

perfections, the beauty, the glory of God on display before man and angels (fallen and unfallen) for all 

eternity. We could say that every saved person is a trophy in God’s trophy case displayed to reveal His 

glory. His grace and kindness toward us is not primarily about us; it is about Him. Again I quote 

Ephesians 1:6a (NKJV) “to the praise of the glory of His grace…”. Don’t ever lose the perspective 

that it is all about God! 
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III.     How God’s Grace Saves Us (V8-10) 

   This great salvation is not based on our merit, but on His mercy. It is not in the goodness of man, but in 

the grace of God. It is not a reward for the righteous; it is a gift for the guilty [from Adrian Rogers].  

   There are three VERY important prepositions used in verses 8-10 that we need to be sure that we 

understand. A preposition is a word that connects a noun or a pronoun to another word. The preposition 

“by” means “by means of”. Salvation is by means of God’s grace. The preposition “through” refers to the 

channel of an act. The words, “through faith” mean that faith is the channel through which God’s grace 

that brings salvation comes. The preposition “for” in verse 10 means “unto”, or “for the purpose of”. The 

facts of salvation are that anyone who is saved is saved by means of God’s grace at work in their life and 

the channel through which salvation flows is faith. When we are saved, it is always, without exception, 

unto or for the purpose of good works that glorify God.  

A.   God Saves Us by Grace (V8a) 

   We have already dealt with this truth extensively through this message. Let me say the same thing I’ve 

already said in different words by giving two other descriptions of grace. The first description is, “Grace 

is the inexhaustible supply of God’s goodness whereby He does for us what we could never do for 

ourselves.” [Tony Evans]. Second, “Grace is unmerited, undeserved favor which arises entirely from the 

gracious character of God and comes to us not in response to anything in us, but comes to us in spite of 

ourselves.” [Martin Lloyd-Jones]. The idea of thinking that we could ever do anything to merit salvation 

is ridiculous in light of this passage that is in agreement with all the rest of Scripture. The best quote that I 

ever saw on this subject was by Charles Spurgeon. “You might as soon yoke a gnat with an archangel as 

think of your going to help Christ save you. To join a filthy rag from off a dunghill with the golden 

garments of a king or queen cannot be permitted. Christ will be everything or else He will be nothing. 

You must be saved wholly by mercy, or else not at all. There must not be even a trace of the fingers of 

self righteousness on the acts and documents of divine grace.” [Spurgeon Quotes, Page 88].  

B.   God Saves Us through Faith (V8b) 

   It is not faith that saves us; it is Christ and his finished work on the cross that saves us. Faith is the 

channel through which that finished work of Christ is applied to us. At least 100 times in the New 

Testament we read that faith in Christ is the channel through which God’s salvation comes into a life and 

we are saved. Something that has often confused people is that sometimes the channel through which 

salvation comes is faith, sometimes it is repentance, and sometimes both are mentioned. For instance, the 

command to repent is not even found in the Gospel of John. John over and over tells us to “believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ” to be saved. “Believe” is the verbal form of the noun “faith” in the Greek. But in other 

passages, people are told to repent and be saved and faith or believing is not mentioned. Acts 3:19 

(NKJV) “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing 

may come from the presence of the Lord”. Then there are places that both words are used. Acts 20:21 

(NKJV) “testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” The solution here is very simple. Repentance and faith are like two sides of the same coin. When 

it comes to salvation, you cannot have true repentance without faith and true saving faith is impossible 

without repentance. They are a “package deal” and the naming of one assumes the other. Theologian 

Wayne Grudem puts it best: “Scripture puts repentance and faith together as different aspects of the one 

act of coming to Christ for salvation. It is not that a person first turns from sin and next trusts in Christ, or 

first trusts in Christ and then turns from sin, but rather that both occur at the same time. When we turn to 

Christ for salvation from our sins, we are simultaneously turning away from the sins that we are asking 

Christ to save us from. If that were not true, our turning to Christ for salvation from sin could hardly be a 

genuine turning to Him or trusting in Him” [Wayne Grudem, “Systematic Theology” Page 713]. Faith is 

the act of completely trusting and relying upon Christ to save us on the basis of His finished work on 

Calvary’s cross.  

   Allow me to deal with another area before we move on. Notice the phrase in verse 8, “it is the gift of 

God”. What does that refer to? Is it referring to faith or grace or both? Scholars disagree. The grammatical 

evidence points to the interpretation that it is referring to faith, but the evidence is not 100% in that 
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direction. If it is referring only to “grace” it would seem to be redundant. Grace by its definition is a gift 

of God. It is either referring to grace or faith or both. I believe that it is referring to both. The whole of 

salvation is not of works and so it is a gift of God. We saw earlier that sometimes repentance is used 

instead of faith and the Bible is very clear that repentance is a gift that God grants to a person (2 Timothy 

2:25 and Acts 11:18). We cannot say, “I was saved by my faith”. No, even the faith is a gift of God, and if 

it was my faith then it is partly of myself that I am saved. What does verse 8 say? It says, “not of 

yourselves”. Remember that we were dead in trespasses and sins. How can a dead man work up faith? I 

love the old hymn written by Augustus Toplady in 1775 or 1776, entitled “Rock of Ages”: 

Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfill the law’s demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, 

Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and thou alone.  

C.   God Saves Us for Good Works (V9-10) 

   Verse nine reinforces the truth of verse 8 just so there is no misunderstanding. Salvation is not of works. 

If it was, we would have reason to boast. Let me ask you a question. Does your idea of how you became a 

Christian give you any grounds to boast? If so, I can tell you that you are not a Christian! The apostle Paul 

was speaking of salvation when he said in Romans 3:27a (NKJV) “Where is boasting then? It is 

excluded…” The gospel excludes human pride and boasting. We are saved only when we humble 

ourselves and admit that we have no merit. One little boy came forward in a service to profess his faith in 

Christ. One of the altar counselors talked with him and asked him if he was saved. The little guy said 

“Yes sir I am. I did my part and God did his part and now I am saved”. That didn’t seem quite right to the 

counselor so he asked the boy to explain. He said “I did the sinning and God did the saving”. He was 

right! That leaves us without any reason to boast because all we did was the sinning. One man put it this 

way, “If you come to God swaggering like a prince, you’ll go away like a beggar; if you come to God like 

a beggar, you’ll walk away like a prince” (Adrian Rogers).  

   In verse 10, we are told that while salvation is not of works, it is for good works. The word 

“workmanship” in verse 10 is the Greek word that we get the word “poem” from. It refers to a created 

masterpiece. We who have been saved by grace through faith become new creations in Christ. We are 

God’s masterpiece and now with a new nature, we have a desire, even a compulsion for good works that 

will glorify God. Our motive is not to earn salvation or keep salvation; our motive is to glorify the God 

who has saved us by grace and made us a new creation. He already has specific good works for each of us 

that He has ordained (prepared) for us that we in doing them in His power might glorify Him. I pray often 

that God will reveal the good works that He has ordained for me to walk in.  

CONCLUSION 

   Oh, the greatness, the riches of God’s grace! Have you received this marvelous gift? Are you walking in 

the same grace that saved you? (3190) 

 

 

 

    


