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What Gifts Does God Value from Us? 

Leviticus 27:1–34 

May 25, 2014 
Sermon Outline 

Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon 

1. What is a Vow? 
The basic effect of a vow or dedication was that the person or 
object was given over to God, which would normally mean that 
he, she or it was at the disposal of the priests and the sanctuary.1 
(bold mine) 

2. What do you think would be a nice gift 
to give God? 

B. Why Make a Vow? 
1. Awe, Fear, and/or Gratefulness 

Jonah 1:16 
16

 Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and 

they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows.  

2. Times of Trouble 
Psalm 66:12–14 

…
12

 you let men ride over our heads; we went 

through fire and through water; yet you have brought 

us out to a place of abundance. 
13

 I will come into 

your house with burnt offerings; I will perform my 

vows to you, 
14

 that which my lips uttered and my 

mouth promised when I was in trouble.  
 

1 Samuel 1:10–11 
10

 She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord 

and wept bitterly. 
11

 And she vowed a vow and said, 

“O Lord of hosts, if you will indeed look on the 

affliction of your servant and remember me and not 

forget your servant, but will give to your servant a 

son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of 

his life, and no razor shall touch his head.”  

                                                 
1
 Carson, D. A., France, R. T., Motyer, J. A., & Wenham, G. J. (Eds.). 

(1994). New Bible commentary: 21st century edition (4th ed., p. 157). 
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C. Vows “Set Apart for God’s Special Use” 
Proverbs 20:25 
25

 It is a snare to say rashly, “It is holy,” and to reflect 

only after making vows. 

 

II. Regulation of Vows 2 (Deuteronomy 23:21–23) 

Key Idea 

God loves a cheerful generous heart which is a 

reflection of His own. 

A. Vowing of Animate Objects (27:2b–13) 

1. Vowing people (monetary value of service; poor) 

…we should not imagine that human beings were given a cash 
value in themselves, but rather that the valuation was an 
estimate of the useful work they could have done. 3 

Buying oneself out of the commitment was a costly business, for 
it is estimated that on average a person only earned about one 
shekel a [week]. It would therefore cost nearly a whole year’s 

wages to redeem a male in the prime of life.4 [Read Here] 

2. Vowing animals 
a. an animal that may be offered as an 

offering (Lev. 7:16 - Eaten before the LORD) 

b. an unclean animal (redeemed @20%) [Read Here] 

B. The Vowing of Inanimate Objects (27:14–25) 

1. Houses (redeemed @20%) [Read Here] 
2. Property 

a. owned property (value; redeemable until 

Jubilee) 

b. leased property (value paid at Jubilee) [Read Here] 

C. The things that could not be used to pay a 
vow (27:26–33) [Read Here] 

                                                 
2
 I am following the outline by Ross, A. P. (2002). Holiness to the Lord: A 

Guide to the Exposition of the Book of Leviticus (p. 491). 
3
 Carson, D. A., France, R. T., Motyer, J. A., & Wenham, G. J. (Eds.). 

(1994). New Bible commentary: 21st century edition (4th ed., p. 157). 
4
 Eveson, P. H. (2007). The Beauty of Holiness: The Book of Leviticus Simply 

Explained (p. 391). Darlington, England: Evangelical Press. 
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1. Firstborn 
2. Devoted things (not redeemed nor ransomed) [Read Here] 
3. Tithes (redeemed but not exchanged) [Read Here] 

 

III. Application: Generosity for God’s Glory 
A. God Values Honesty 

Matthew 5:33–37  
33

 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of 

old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to 

the Lord what you have sworn.’ 
34

 But I say to you, 

Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is 

the throne of God, 
35

 or by the earth, for it is his 

footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the 

great King. 
36

 And do not take an oath by your head, 

for you cannot make one hair white or black. 
37

 Let 

what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more 

than this comes from evil.  

 

B. Gospel Driven, True Generosity 
1. Freely, cheerfully given 

2 Corinthians 9:6–7 
6
 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully. 
7
 Each one must give as he has 

decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  

2. Comes from above… 

2 Corinthians 9:8–15 
8
 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 

that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 

you may abound in every good work. 
9
 As it is 

written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to 

the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 
10

 He 

who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 

will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
11

 You 

will be enriched in every way to be generous in every 

way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to 
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God. 
12

 For the ministry of this service is not only 

supplying the needs of the saints but is also 

overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 
13

 By 

their approval of this service, they will glorify God 

because of your submission that comes from your 

confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity 

of your contribution for them and for all others, 
14

 

while they long for you and pray for you, because of 

the surpassing grace of God upon you. 
15

 Thanks be 

to God for his inexpressible gift!  
 

C. The Love of God Perfected 

1 John 2:1–6 
1
 My little children, I am writing these things to you 

so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we 

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous. 
2
 He is the propitiation for our sins, and 

not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 
3
 And by this we know that we have come to 

know him, if we keep his commandments. 
4
 Whoever 

says “I know him” but does not keep his 

commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 
5
 

but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of 

God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in 

him: 
6
 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in 

the same way in which he walked.  

Key Idea 

Through the freely given, generous gift of Jesus, 

God’s love creates in us this same generous heart that 

desires to serve our neighbor and glorify our God. 

D. But I am not a Generous Person 
1. Do You Know God’s Grace? 
2. Trust & Obey/Repent & Believe 

 


