
1 

 

Luke 7.36-50 

Who Is This, Who Even Forgives Sins? 

 

“The safest road to Hell is the gradual one--the gentle slope, soft 

underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, without 

signposts...  Your affectionate uncle, Screwtape.” 

 

So wrote C.S. Lewis.  And it’s undoubtedly true.  The safest road to 

hell is indeed the gradual one.  The one that allows you to deceive yourself 

into thinking you deserve God’s favor.  The one that lets you to float 

through a life of ease without giving much consideration to the realities of 

death and judgment. 

 

People often need to be struck by the weight and misery of sin 

before they can receive the free mercy offered in the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

And that’s just what we see in our story today from the end of Luke 7.   

 

This sinful woman understood her need and found forgiveness and 

healing in Jesus.  And she poured her heart out to him in love.  And the 

main point of the story is really encapsulated in verse 47—the one who’s 

forgiven much, loves much.  While the one who’s forgiven little, loves little.   

 

 

1. The Approach of the Woman (verses 36-39) 

Now, the story is set at the home of a Pharisee named Simon.  It’s 

kind of ironic, isn’t it, that right after what Jesus said in verse 34 about the 

Pharisees accusing him of being a glutton and a drunk, here in verse 36 he’s 

invited to a dinner party at a Pharisee’s house.  

 

But we’re never told why Simon invited Jesus.  As the scene’s 

immediately intruded in verse 37 by the abrupt entrance of this woman.  

Luke describes her as “a woman of the city, who was a sinner.”  It’s not 

stated directly, but the implication is that she was a prostitute. 

 

But how could she have such free access to this party at the home of 

a Pharisee?  Well, because it was a common practice when a famous 

teacher was one of the guests to have the party open for people to listen in 

on the conversation.  
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But this particular woman is a notorious sinner.  She’s unclean.  And 

she’s not just listening in or standing off to the side.  But she jumps right in 

the middle of everything with this dramatic show of affection for Jesus.  

This would’ve been quite a startling moment for everybody!        

 

Now, remember, Jesus just told the crowds in verse 34 that the 

Pharisees accused him being a friend of sinners.  So here’s a chance for him 

to clear himself of that charge.   

 

It’s a perfect opportunity for him to demonstrate his zeal for ritual 

purity and social decorum, and rebuke this woman for intruding on this 

meal and for touching him! 

 

But, of course, he does nothing of the kind.  Rather, he accepts her 

actions and allows her to do what she came to do, without saying anything 

negative about her.  And Simon the Pharisee is scandalized.  

 

Luke tells us that after she entered the room, she stood behind Jesus.  

Because the customary position for eating at meals was for the guests to 

recline in toward a low table with their feet out.   

 

Now, picture this scene.  The guests are all reclining around the table.  

And this woman comes into the room and is behind Jesus, at his feet.  She 

has this flask of expensive perfume.   

 

She’s weeping.  And as she weeps, she lets down her hair, wets Jesus’ 

feet with her tears, wipes them with her hair, and kisses them.  And then 

she finishes by anointing his feet with her perfume. 

 

Her actions are provocative, aren’t they?  They could’ve even been 

interpreted as erotic, especially given who she is.  You can see why the 

initial reaction might be shock.   

 

But Simon’s main concern isn’t so much with the woman—he’s sure 

he already knows who and what sort she is.  But his main concern is with 

Jesus—his ritual purity and his identity. ….   So, he says to himself, verse 39,  

"If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort 

of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner."  
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You see, no self-respecting religious Jew—let alone someone who 

presumes to be a teacher of the law—would ever allow themselves to be 

embraced by someone they know is unclean.   

 

And so, Simon now thinks he has Jesus pegged.  “He really is a fraud, 

like the other Pharisees said he was.  Eating and drinking with tax collectors 

was one thing.  But now this!  This is just too much!” 

 

Either he does know who this woman is, and he’s just a sinner like she 

is.  Or he doesn’t know and therefore isn’t a prophet at all. 

 

But, as we’ve been seeing for the past couple weeks, Jesus of 

Nazareth was in fact much more than simply a prophet.  

You see, Simon was right.  If Jesus was merely a prophet, he should 

have been concerned about being defiled by touching the unclean.   

 

But Simon’s mistake wasn’t that he expected too much of Jesus.  It 

was that he expected too little.  Because Jesus was more than a prophet.  

He’s the one who came to take away our uncleanness and make us clean.    

 

I mean, Jesus has knowingly touched the unclean before, hasn’t he?  

There was the leper in chapter 5, toward whom Jesus stretched out his 

hand and touched.  And earlier in this chapter, he touched a bier with a 

corpse lying on it. 

 

And each time, Jesus wasn’t defiled, but the unclean was made clean!  

The leper was cleansed.  The dead man rose and started talking.  Jesus took 

away their defilement and wasn’t defiled himself. 

 

And so, If Simon had known who Jesus was and what he offered, he 

would’ve been rejoicing at this woman’s show of affection.  He would’ve 

recognized this as a demonstration of true repentance and faith. 

But he didn’t get it.  And his judgment was immediate and 

unmerciful, both toward the woman and toward Jesus.   

 

And it was valid if based purely on the assumptions he and the other 

Pharisees operated with.  But, of course, those are assumptions Jesus has 

been challenging since chapter 4. 
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You see, what Simon didn’t realize was that Jesus knew exactly who 

and what sort of woman this was.  He knew her far better than Simon 

could’ve ever hoped to know her.  But he let her touch him, accepted her 

repentance, her faith, and her embrace.  And he forgave her. 

And, because of who HE is, Jesus wasn’t defiled through contact with 

this sinful woman.  But rather, he cleansed her. 

   

Because his righteousness is infinitely greater than all our sin.  His 

purity is infinitely greater than all our defilement.  And when we go to him 

in faith and repentance, all our sin and death is swallowed up by his 

holiness and life.   

 

2. The Parable of the Moneylender (verses 40-43) 

And Jesus knows exactly what Simon’s thinking.  But Simon doesn’t 

know Jesus knows.  Because he’s already discounted the possibility that 

Jesus is a prophet! 

But not only did Jesus know who and what sort of woman this was 

touching him.  He also knew who and what sort of man Simon was.   

 

And so, He says, “I have something to say to you, Simon.”  And Simon 

responds, “Say it, teacher.”  And then Jesus tells this story about these two 

guys who owe money to the same moneylender.  The one owes 500 

denarii, while the other owes 50.   

 

Now, a denarius was about a day’s wage.  So, we’re talking here 

about two guys who each owe a decent amount of money.  But there’s a 

pretty substantial difference between the two totals.   

To put it in our terms, the one guy owes somewhere around 

$100,000, while the other owes around $10,000.    

 

Now, imagine you’re someone with very little debt.  You’re living in 

an apartment or a house that’s paid off.  Your car, if you have one, is paid 

off.  No student loans.   

 

You just made a few major purchases last month.  And so your credit 

card bill is a few thousand dollars more than it normally is.  Your job may 

not be great.  But you’re able to cover your regular expenses fairly easily.  

So, you could handle that bill yourself. 
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But then, some rich guy comes along and says, “Hey, I’ll take care of 

that for you!”….  Well that’s really nice.  You’d be pretty thankful.  But it 

wouldn’t really be life changing, would it?  

 

But, imagine you’re someone with a load of debt.  You’re paying off 

your mortgage, student loans, car payments.  And you’re being crushed 

under the weight of it all.  You’re just scraping by for life’s essentials.  You 

have no idea what you’re going to do.  As it seems now, there’s no way you 

could ever pay off everything you owe. 

 

Then somebody comes along and pays off all that debt, down to the 

very last penny.  For the first time since you were in college, you feel free!  

Your life has been completely changed! 

 

How much more appreciation do you think you’d have than the 

person whose debt was just their monthly credit card payment?  There’s 

nothing you could do to adequately express how you’d feel.  You’d never 

come close to forgetting it, would you?  

 

That’s what Jesus is trying to get across here to Simon.  This woman’s 

many sins were forgiven.  And now, look at this exuberant display of 

affection she’s pouring out to Jesus.   

 

She knew she owed him a great debt.  But she also knew his message 

was free forgiveness no matter how great the debt was.  And her life was 

entirely changed. 

 

And we see in verse 43 that Simon got the point entirely.  Jesus asks 

him, Which of those two people will love the moneylender more?  Simon’s 

response: The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt." And 

Jesus said to him, "You have judged rightly."   

 

3. Love and Forgiveness (verses 44-50) 

Then comes the application.  Note well verse 44: “Then turning 

toward the woman he said to Simon, "Do you see this woman?”   

 

He’s talking to Simon.  But his focus is still entirely on the woman.  

“Do you see this woman, Simon?....  Look at her…..  Do you see her as she 
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really is?... As I see her?...  As a human being who’s just shown her faith by 

her love?” 

 

Now, in that culture, it would’ve been customary to greet a guest 

with water for their feet, a kiss on the cheek or hand, and anointing their 

head with olive oil.   

 

These were basically unwritten rules of first century hospitality.  But 

here, apparently, Simon didn’t do any of those things for Jesus.   

I entered your house, Simon, and you gave me no water for my feet, 

but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 

You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she hasn’t stopped 

kissing my feet. You didn’t anoint my head with oil, but she anointed 

my feet with expensive perfume. 

 

I entered your house, Simon, and you showed me no honor.  And in 

your house, this woman you consider an unclean sinner, has shown me 

supreme honor. 

 

You see, Simon hasn’t even acted in line with his own standards of 

social decorum.  We can’t help but think back to 6.37—“Judge not, and you 

will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, 

and you will be forgiven.”  

 

Now, given the parable Jesus just told, it might seem at first glance 

that Jesus is saying this woman was more in need of his forgiveness than 

Simon.  But is that really what he’s saying? 

 

Well, no.  Because Jesus at times stated people’s own perception of 

themselves as though it was true, in order to demonstrate that it really 

wasn’t.   

 

Like back in chapter 5, when the Pharisees complained about Jesus 

eating with tax collectors and sinners, Jesus responded by saying in verses 

31-32, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 

sick. 
32

 I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance." 
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On a strictly literal understanding of the words, you might think Jesus 

was saying that he didn’t come to call the Pharisees to repentance because 

they really were well and didn’t have to repent.   

 

But, of course, the point was exactly the opposite.  The Pharisees 

desperately needed to repent.  But they saw no need to.  They presumed 

themselves to be well and righteous, when in reality they weren’t. 

 

That’s what’s going on here in chapter 7.  It’s not that the Pharisee 

just needed to be forgiven a little and so could get away with just loving 

little.  The point’s that he didn’t understand nearly how much he needed 

forgiveness.  While this woman did.   

 

That’s why it’s often easier for people whose sins have left them 

broken to receive the free grace of the gospel.  Because God has brought 

them to a point where they can taste in a very real way the true misery and 

bitterness of sin.  While the self-righteous go on deceiving themselves.   

 

Then, in verse 47, Jesus declares firmly that this woman’s sins were 

forgiven.  “Therefore, I tell you, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven--for 

she loved much.”   

 

Now, think about what this should’ve communicated to Simon the 

Pharisee.  This woman was most likely a prostitute.  Just like the nation of 

Israel, which throughout its history committed spiritual adultery against the 

Lord over and over and over again.   

 

Recall the Lord’s indictment against his people in Jeremiah 3: 

You have played the whore with many lovers; and would you return 

to me? declares the LORD. Lift up your eyes to the bare heights, and 

see! Where have you not been ravished? By the waysides you have 

sat awaiting lovers like an Arab in the wilderness. You have polluted 

the land with your vile whoredom.  

 

And Simon the Pharisee should’ve seen himself in the story of his 

people.  Their sins—his sins—were many.  And they were suffering for 

those sins.  They were in exile.  They needed to return to the Lord and 

receive his forgiveness. 
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And that forgiveness was freely offered in Jesus.    Because Jesus is 

the one who came as the true Israelite, the second Adam, to taste the exile 

of death for his people and bring to them the blessing of God’s kingdom.   

 

And the Lord was present then and there to forgive—eating and 

drinking in Simon’s house!  The one requirement to receive that blessing 

and enter into the Kingdom is repentance and faith in him.    

 

This Jesus is the One with authority on earth to forgive sins!  Simon, 

you and your people have committed adultery against the Lord.  I know 

who and what sort of man you are, Simon.  Will you turn and be forgiven?  

This woman has…..  Will you?    

 

So then, in verse 48, Jesus turns to the woman and speaks directly to 

her: “You sins are forgiven.”  She almost certainly heard Jesus say it to 

Simon.  But she needed to hear it herself, too. 

 

Because It’s one thing to hear about forgiveness.  It’s another thing 

to hear it declared directly to you.  That’s why every Sunday morning our 

services include a confession of sin and declaration of pardon—we need to 

personally hear those words—your sins are forgiven. 

 

And then in verse 49, we see the people’s response: “Who is this, 

who even forgives sins.”  This of course isn’t the first time Jesus forgave 

sins.  He forgave the sins of the paralyzed man back in chapter 5, too.  

When the Pharisees accused him of blasphemy, and said, “Who can forgive 

sins but God alone?” 

 

Here in chapter 7 the response is amazement.  But it doesn’t seem 

quite as skeptical.  “Who is this?!  Does he really have the authority to say 

and do what he just said and did?” 

 

And that could be why Jesus reiterates the woman’s restored status a 

second time in verse 50.  As the story concludes with him saying to the 

woman, “Go in peace.  Your faith has saved you.”  In this way, Jesus 

indirectly answered the people’s question…. 

 

“Who is this?....  Who am I?  I’m the one who came to save you.  I’m 

the one who came to give you peace.  I’m the Messiah.  The Deliverer.”   
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Note well the similarity of the people’s question here with the one 

raised by John the Baptist in the last scene, verse 19—“Are you the one who 

is to come, or shall we look for another?”  Here in verse 49—“Who is this, 

who even forgives sins?” 

 

The question with which the whole scene is taken up, once again, is 

the identity of Jesus.  Is he?...  Or isn’t he? 

Like John, they’ve heard the stories.  And they’ve now seen what 

Jesus came to do.  Sinners are hearing the good news about the forgiveness 

of sins, being restored, and responding in faith, repentance, and love. 

 

And now, these people are left with the question: What will you do?  

Will you follow this One who’s come as your Deliverer?  Will you lay aside 

your assumptions about what is and is not acceptable, about who is and is 

not worthy to receive God’s favor?   

 

Will you embrace this woman back into your community with the 

same sort of love and acceptance shown her by Jesus?  Or will you not?  

Will you repent and go to him for forgiveness yourself.  Or will you not?  

 

And those are the same sorts of questions the Lord would have us as 

the readers ask….  As you look at this story, Who is it that you really want to 

be like? 

 

Do you want to be like Simon the Pharisee?  Respected by men, seen 

as righteous, holding a place of honor?  He has a nice house.  A lot of 

friends.  Many of us would love to be like that, wouldn’t we? 

 

Is that all you’re living for?....  I mean, Simon seems like he has it all, 

doesn’t he?  Judging by the assumptions of this present age, yes, he does.   

 

But he’s the only one in this story who walks away with an 

ambiguous future….  Jesus is the Lord…..  The woman is forgiven…..  Simon 

remains unrepentant…..   What about you?  

 

Or do you want to be like this woman?  Despised and cast out by 

respectable society.  But strong and courageous in faith and love. 
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I mean, Look at her boldness!  She knew she’d be judged, 

condemned, mocked, reviled.  But she poured herself out in love to Jesus 

regardless of what people might think or say?   

Do you want to be like that?  I hope you do. 

 

Because it’s this notoriously sinful woman who’s the one in our story 

that receives blessing and salvation.  While respectable Simon did not.  

Sure, there’s still opportunity for him to repent and be forgiven. 

But that won’t happen unless he follows the example of this woman’s 

faith and love by repenting and following Jesus. 

 

You see, Simon is an example of a child of “this generation” that 

Jesus talked about in the last section.  But the woman is an example of a 

child of wisdom, mentioned in verse 35. 

 

And we, once we receive the Lord’s forgiveness, are to be like Christ 

is here.  Not, of course, in the sense of having people kneel down and 

anoint our feet.   

 

But in the sense of being the place where the broken and outcast 

come for forgiveness and healing.  If this woman came into our midst 

today, what would our response be?   

 

Jesus gave her a new status.  Cleansed her.  Forgave her.  Accepted 

her.  And it was the responsibility of the people in the community to accept 

her, too.   

 

You see, accepting the socially outcast in love is indicative of how 

much we’ve been forgiven.  The church ought to be the place where those 

cast aside by the world are embraced in love.  We love much because we’ve 

been forgiven much.   

 

So, we must accept people like this woman, and anyone who comes 

into the church broken for mercy and forgiveness.   

 

Why? ….   Because we’re no different than she is.  Your sins may be 

more “respectable” than hers before men.  But they’re certainly not more 

“respectable” before God! 
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People may think you’re the cat’s pajamas.  But God knows your 

heart.  The Lord Jesus knows intimately who and what sort of person you 

are.   

 

But thanks be to God, brothers and sisters, that there’s healing and 

forgiveness with Jesus, to all who fall before him in repentance and faith.  

And if you’re united to him by faith, though your sins are many, you’ve 

been cleansed, restored, forgiven. 

 

So, if you’ve been forgiven much, then go in peace, and love much.       


