
 
“The Rapture of the Dead and the Living” 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

I. Why does God seek to teach us anything about a coming 

resurrection of dead saints and rapture of them together 

with the living? It is that our ____________________ 

for the dead would not be conducted in hopelessness 

(4:13). 

a. Christian hope is not ________________ faith, but 

faith based in the ____________________ events 

involving the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ (4:14a). 

b. Christian hope is based on the _________________ 

that if God’s Son came to die for believers and 

demonstrate His resurrection over death, then He 

will surely ________________ the work and return 

His people (4:14b). 

Romans 14:9; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

 

II.  Concerning the dead specifically, death does not 

________________ their experience of the resurrection 

and rapture (4:15). 

a. Jesus will tend to the dead _________________ and 

with _________________ (4:16). 

Proverbs 6:6-8; Matthew 24:29-31; 1 Corinthians 15:22-24 

b. Christians are to ____________________ one 

another that the living and the dead will be reunited 

in Christ and experience all of His redemptive work 

in the process (4:17-18). 

1 Corinthians 15:52-53; Ecclesiastes 9:10; 3:17; 12:13-14; Hebrews 9:27; Acts 

1:9-11; Revelation 1:7; Isaiah 25:6-9 

 
Questions for tonight: 
 
“Literal interpretation” of the Bible, as understood at Cornerstone, is literal 
within a literary, historical and cultural framework. Fellow Bible students might 
disagree on the interpretation of metaphors and figures of speech: 

1. Some would say that trumpets, voices of command and raptures are 
metaphorical figures for a stately and elative future for believers and 
that we are too simplistic when we look for literal events out of 
metaphorical expressions. A supporting text for them might be Joel 
2:28-32 which talks about God’s Spirit pouring out on mankind with 
the sun turned to darkness, the moon to blood and fire and columns of 
smoke upon the earth. They would then cite the Pentacost passage 
where Peter testifies in Acts 2:16-21, “ But this is what was uttered 
through the prophet Joel…” Was Joel 2 completely fulfilled by Acts 2 
and an example of how to use understand metaphor or should we 
expect more in terms of fulfillment of Joel 2? 

2. On the flip side of this question, some have no place for figures of 
speech like “sleep” for “dead.” Thus, some teach that believers do not 
“die,” but go into a pattern of soul-sleep.  

3. How do we know that concepts such as the death, burial and 
resurrection of Christ are not mythological teachings by the direct 
intention of the teacher intended to convey metaphors of greatness 
focused on Christ (one hint, preread 1 Corinthians 15:1-8). 

4. In what ways are future events such as resurrection of the dead, the 
rapture, judgment and the eternal state held in parallel fashion to the 
past events of death, burial and resurrection of Christ? 

 


