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 We’re in the midst of a brief study through the book of 
Hosea, and we launch this morning into the second part of this 
book.  We’ll go much more quickly through the second part of the 
book than we did the first part of it.  Hosea basically has these two 
sections: chapters 1-3, and then chapters 4-14.  In chapters 1 and 3 
we learn of Hosea the prophet and the very unique assignment God 
gave to him.  God told Hosea to go and marry a prostitute, for this 
would be an appalling but accurate picture of God’s marriage to 
Israel.  Hosea had a very unique calling in his prophetic ministry, 
and the message of this book is unique still today in how it 
portrays the Lord and His relationship to His people.  What we see 
in this book is that God loves His people the way a husband loves 
his wife.  And not only that, but God loves His people even though 
His people have been like Gomer.  They have abandoned their 
husband and have become prostitutes, going after other lovers, and 
even falling into slavery in their radical rebellion.  But God 
continues to show steadfast love toward His adulterous wife.  This 
is the amazing Gospel message of the book of Hosea.   
 We’ve seen these things very vividly in chapters 1-3, and 
now we’ll spend just a few more weeks tracing this through the 
remainder of the book.  Hosea and Gomer are no longer part of the 
story in chapters 4-14, but the imagery of marriage and adultery 
remains.  There are still references to Israel’s whoredom and 
adultery and prostitution.  These are the shocking illustrations of 
what Israel has done in serving their idols.   
 As we’ve already seen in the early chapters of the book, 
there is severe discipline for sin, but there is also abundant grace.  
And that’s what we continue to see throughout the book.  There are 
very harsh warnings against sin.  Immorality and corruption and 
godless living are denounced in the strongest of terms.  And at the 
same time there is still the tender love of God that shines through. 
 We’re going to cover 4 chapters this morning, just making 
some big picture observations from a few places in these chapters.  
First, we’ll look at God’s accusations against His people.  Second, 
a call to repentance.  Third, a glimmer of hope.  And finally, a 
warning against empty repentance.   

The prophecies throughout this book of Hosea can seem 
somewhat disconnected at points.  The transitions are abrupt.  But 
in these points that we’ll look at, we do see the Gospel message 
coming through.  God is a holy God who demands righteousness.  
We have fallen far short of God’s righteous standard, and we 
deserve His punishment because of our sin.  God has been gracious 
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and merciful to send His Son to live and to die and to rise again on 
our behalf.  And those who repent of their sin and hope in Jesus 
will be saved.  That’s the Gospel.  Let’s see how it shines through 
in these chapters of Hosea. 
 
God’s Accusations against His People (4:1-2) 
 The language suggests a courtroom setting.  These are 
charges that the Lord is bringing against Israel.  There are first 
charges concerning things that are absent that should be present.  
And then there are charges concerning things that are present that 
should be absent.  We might think of this in terms of sins of 
omission and then sins of commission.  There are things the people 
should be doing, should be pursuing, should be fostering within 
themselves and in their community.  And when those things are 
neglected and ignored, God condemns that omission as sin.  What 
does it say here that has been neglected?  Faithfulness and 
steadfast love, and knowledge of God.   
 The grave charge that Hosea’s ministry was meant to 
communicate to Israel was that she had been unfaithful to her God.  
She lacked faithfulness and steadfast love.  God is perfect in these 
attributes, and He shows them abundantly to His people.  When the 
Lord appeared to Moses in Exodus 34, He described Himself in 
this way, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.”  God 
abounds in steadfast love and faithfulness, but His people had not 
reciprocated.  They, like Gomer, had run off to join themselves to 
others.  Israel had gone to serve and worship idols. 
 It’s also described here that there is no knowledge of God 
in the land.  This is closely connected with their unfaithfulness and 
lack of steadfast love.  Just like Gomer had left Hosea, and 
therefore would not have had communication with him, Israel had 
done the same.  Israel did not have an intimate knowledge of her 
God, nor was she knowledgeable of what God demanded of her.  
This lack of knowledge would be her downfall.  As verse 6 says, 
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” 
 These charges brought against God’s people should cause 
us to sit up and listen.  These are charges we need to be attentive 
to.  It might be that we mainly think of sin in terms of sins of 
commission.  We’ll get to some of those in a moment.  But have 
you ever thought about your lack of knowledge of God as a sin?  In 
our apathy toward God, in our laziness toward studying the Bible, 
in our lack of discipline when it comes to prayer and Bible 
memorization, we are sinning against God by failing to pursue 
Him as we ought.  And we are making ourselves susceptible to all 
kinds of destruction.   
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 We need to be constantly striving for a deeper knowledge 
of God.  Our current study in Sunday School right now is the 
attributes of God, and that would be a great place to start.  We 
want to know who God is.  What is He like?  And then we also 
need to know His commands for us.  We need to have that 
knowledge of God as well.  Not only who He is and what He is 
like, but also what does He require of me.  In His love toward His 
people, how does He instruct us to live?  We desperately need to 
have a growing knowledge of God. 
 Verse 2 quickly moves to sins of commission.  Here are the 
kinds of things that flow from a people who do not know God.  
“There is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing 
adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed.”      
  

These indictments could certainly be brought against our 
nation as well.  Not that our nation is God’s chosen people.  Israel 
does not equal America.  Let’s not make that mistake.  But even 
within the church, these indictments could be made.  Israel does 
point to the church, God’s people.  And there is much that goes on 
in so-called churches that is every bit as deserving of these words 
as Israel was.  So as we study this we should see the need not only 
for our individual repentance, but also for wide-scale repentance 
throughout the church nationally and globally.  There is disregard 
for truth.  There is a minimizing of sin.  There are churches and 
denominations that condone abortion and condone homosexuality.  
There is adultery and stealing and lying.  This is evidence of moral 
decay and theological decay, and it shows our need for repentance.   

These are all sins that can be forgiven by Christ.  The aim 
is not to just point fingers at those who are “out there.”  We’re all 
sinners.  The point, rather, is to call us to repentance—all of us 
here, and all who would wear the name Christian.  We need to 
know God and His holiness.  We need to know His commands to 
us.  And we need to pursue obedience and righteousness.  
Otherwise we will be destroyed.    

I want to point out another verse (5:4) that references this 
lack of knowledge, and it also makes an important point about sin 
and depravity.  This is the sad picture of God’s people turning 
away from Him and going after idols.  It’s the same thing that was 
illustrated in Gomer’s life as she abandoned Hosea, became a 
prostitute, and eventually found herself enslaved so that her only 
way back home was for Hosea to come and redeem her—to buy 
her out of her slavery and take her home with him.  The same thing 
is true of Israel.  They have sold themselves to false gods, and they 
are unable to turn around.  They are so engrossed in their idolatry 
that they cannot free themselves from that bondage. 
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 This is something very important that we need to see about 
sin.  Let’s not ever fool ourselves into thinking that we can play 
around sin, that we can indulge in just a little sin, that we’ll be able 
to pull back before we cross the line.  Sin will enslave you.  Sin 
will put handcuffs on you and drag you down to the dungeon.  And 
individuals who may have once made a profession of faith, and 
may have been regular attenders at church, maybe even members 
in good standing, will find themselves in a dark prison cell with no 
ability to escape.  Maybe it begins with prayerlessness, and 
sporadic Bible reading, and very little accountability with others.  
Then the enticement of some secret sin presents itself.  And the 
thought goes through your mind, “Nobody will ever know.”  And 
before you know it, you’re a prisoner.   
 Beware, brothers and sisters.  Beware of taking even the 
slightest step down that path.  It’s like quicksand.  You will not 
take too many steps before you find yourself in over your head.  
You won’t be able to return, at least not of your own doing.      
 
A Call to Repentance (5:15 – 6:3) 
 This leads to the second thing I want to observe in these 
chapters, and that is a very clear call to repentance in 5:15 – 6:3.  A 
call to repentance is what this whole book is about.  It’s what 
Hosea’s whole ministry was about.  And here’s one place where it 
is spelled out in detail.   

After further charges and warnings and indictments, we 
come to these verses at the end of chapter 5 and the beginning of 
chapter 6.  
 This is what I pray for in our church.  I often pray for 
revival among us—revival in my own life, and revival throughout 
this body of believers and throughout Pittsburgh.  As I envision 
what that might look like, I believe this would be a major 
component of it.  Sincere, heartfelt, repentance that bears fruit.   
 Chapter 5, verse 15 describes what the Lord is waiting for, 
what He desires of us, and what He delights to respond to with 
grace and love.  He wants us to acknowledge our guilt and seek 
His face.  He wants us, in our distress, to earnestly seek Him.  
Now, the initial roadblock here is that we have such a hard time 
admitting that we have any problems.  “Oh, it’s my wife’s fault.  
Or it’s my husband’s fault, or my kids’ fault, or my parents’ fault, 
or my employers’ fault, or the city’s fault, or the government’s 
fault.  There are problems all around me, and they sure get on my 
nerves.  But me, personally, there’s nothing wrong with me.”  
That’s how we’re wired to think.  And as long as we’re thinking 
that way, true repentance will not be a reality in our lives. 
 Acknowledge your guilt!  Acknowledge that you are the 
problem.  Yeah, there may be problems around you as well.  But as 
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far as you and God are concerned, you’re the problem.  You need 
to own up to that fact.  If you don’t, your pride will remain a 
barrier between you and God forever.  Acknowledge your guilt, 
and come to God in distress.  This is another thing we don’t like to 
do because of our pride.  We don’t ever want to appear in distress.  
We always want to appear to others and even to God as though we 
have things together.  Things are under control.  We can manage.  
We don’t need anyone’s help.  Do you know how God responds to 
that attitude?  He resists it.  He opposes it.  James 4:6, “God 
opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  Do you want 
God’s grace?  Do you want His blessing and kindness to be poured 
out on your life?  Then you have to come to Him honestly, 
transparently, humbly.  You have to come to Him in distress.   
 This is where each of us has to take a serious look in the 
mirror and be totally honest with ourselves.  We may want to come 
to church and act like we don’t have any problems.  But even as 
we want to give that impression, we don’t really believe that, do 
we?  If we’re honest, wouldn’t we all say, “Yeah, I have some 
serious issues”?  We’re all pretty messed up.  My issues may not 
be the same as your issues, but we all have our issues of sin that 
should cause us acknowledge our guilt and seek the Lord earnestly.  
We need to come to Him in distress, because we are in distress, 
whether we realize it or not.  We’re in serious trouble due to our 
sin, and the only place to run for help is our gracious God.   
 Chapter 6, verses 1-2 put true repentance into words.  This 
is how God’s people will speak when they come to that point of 
real, heartfelt repentance that bears lasting fruit.  They will say, 
“Come, let us return to the Lord.”  That’s repentance, to turn away 
from sin to the Lord.  They have been going away from the Lord 
after idols.  Repentance is to leave those idols and return to the 
Lord.  And then there’s also this recognition that the Lord’s 
discipline has been for a good and loving purpose.  “He has torn 
us, that he may heal us; he has struck us down, and he will bind us 
up.”   
 In verse 3 there’s the reversal of what was said earlier 
about knowledge.  There was no knowledge of God in the land, 
and the people are destroyed for lack of knowledge (4:1, 6).  But 
now the people say, “Let us know; let us press on to know the 
Lord.”  These are the things that happen in a person’s life when 
God is working in them real repentance.  There is deep grief over 
sin, and there is deep desire to know God.         
 
A Glimmer of Hope (6:2) 
 Let’s look next at the glimmer of hope that also shines 
through in an interesting way in these verses.  Verse 2 says, “After 
two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that 
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we may live before him.”  As Hosea preached this, the 
understanding would have been that God would quickly revive His 
people at whatever point they repented.  God would respond to 
repentance with revival.  Where they had been dead, as it were, 
under God’s punishment, there would then be life.  God had torn 
them, struck them down, but once repentance came, there would be 
healing and binding up.  God would raise His people from the 
dead, so that they might live in His presence.   
 There’s an interesting connection with this verse in the 
New Testament.  In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul is writing about the 
resurrection, and he says this about the resurrection of Christ, “For 
I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he 
was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.”  
When Paul refers to Christ’s resurrection on the third day being in 
accordance with the Scriptures, he must be alluding to this verse in 
Hosea 6:2, because this is the only Old Testament verse that talks 
about resurrection on the third day.  There’s also Jonah who was 
three days in the belly of the fish, and that’s symbolic as well 
(Matthew 12:40).  But Hosea 6:2 explicitly mentions resurrection 
on the third day.  This is one indication of the link between the 
history of Israel and the life of Christ.1  We’ll see this connection 
again in Hosea 11:1 where it says, “out of Egypt I called my son.”  
And that verse is quoted in Matthew 2:15 when the angel of the 
Lord told Joseph to take baby Jesus and Mary and flee to Egypt.  
Jesus was also 40 days in the wilderness, just as Israel was 40 
years in the wilderness.   
 The profound connection between Hosea 6 and 1 
Corinthians 15 seems to be that Jesus is the one who dies and rises 
again in the place of His people.  The punishment that we deserve, 
Jesus takes upon Himself.  And then He rises on the third day, so 
that we might live with Him.   
 And that, my friends, is very good news.  It’s good news 
for those who will repent.  It’s good news for those who will 
humble themselves and acknowledge their guilt and realize they 
are in serious trouble and turn to the Lord and seek Him earnestly.  
When that happens, God is quick to forgive.  He loves to forgive.  
He forgives immediately and eternally.  Those sins will never be 
held against you.  Think of it!  The things you have done in your 
life, the wicked thoughts that have gone through your head, the 
horrible bitterness and craving for revenge and hatred of others and 
propping yourself up as better than everyone else, and the list 
could go on and on.  All of those things you have said, and done 
and thought, those things that should send you straight into the pit 
                                                
1 See Duane Garrett, Hosea, Joel, page 159. 
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of hell . . . Jesus took that guilt upon Himself and went to the cross 
to experience hell in our place. 
 Please don’t continue on in your rebellion.  Please don’t 
stray down that wicked road of idolatry.  Repent, and continue 
repenting.  Cling to Jesus, and continue clinging to Him.           
 
A Warning against Empty Repentance (6:4-6; 7:13-16) 
 The last point that I want to close with is a helpful contrast.  
In chapter 6 and also at the end of chapter 7 we find a warning 
against empty repentance.  This is helpful because some of you 
may want to think that real repentance is happening in your life, 
when in reality you are just going through the motions.  You’d like 
to repent on your own terms.  You’d like to repent in a way that 
enables you to maintain your idols.   
 6:4-6 immediately follows the description of true 
repentance, but now God is lamenting the fact that this true 
repentance is not actually happening yet.  Instead, there is just the 
outward appearance of spirituality, but it’s empty.  Their love 
toward God is fickle and fleeting, like a morning cloud and like the 
dew that goes early away.  They sacrifice to Him.  They make their 
burnt offerings.  But they’re just going through the motions.  What 
God really desires for His people is steadfast love and knowledge 
of Him.   
 Jesus used this verse in chastising the empty religion of His 
day.  When Jesus’ disciples were plucking heads of grain on the 
Sabbath, and the Pharisees accused them of breaking the law, Jesus 
told them, “I tell you, something greater than the temple is here.  
And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not 
sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless.  For the 
Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath” (Matthew 12:6-8).  The 
Pharisees were missing the point.  They were so focused on the 
letter of the law that they missed the One who came as the 
fulfillment of the law.  And they were so proud of their outward 
religious rituals that their hearts had grown cold toward God.  
Don’t be enamored by outward expressions of spirituality.  That’s 
not what matters.  Those things are not a legitimate indicator of 
whether there is true love for God or true knowledge of God or 
true repentance and faith. 
 7:13-16.  Notice in verse 14 that they do not cry to God 
from the heart.  They do cry out.  They even wail.  They go so far 
as to gash themselves, similar to the priests of Baal in 1 Kings 18 
who were competing with Elijah.  When Baal did not answer them, 
it says that “they cried aloud and cut themselves after their custom 
with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them” (1 
Kings 18:28).  It’s a gruesome scene, and it shows how twisted 
religious fervor can become.  Hosea is describing a similar scene.  
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There is wailing.  There is cutting.  And this may in some ways 
have the appearance of repentance, as perverse as it may be.  Verse 
16 even uses the word indicating repentance.  “They return, but 
not upward.”  The next line helps to explain this.  They are like a 
treacherous bow.  They are not shooting straight.  They are making 
these extravagant and emotional religious efforts, but it’s totally 
missing the mark.  This is empty repentance. 
 And as the rest of verse 16 warns, their empty repentance, 
their lack of repentance, their continuing rebellion, will result in 
punishment.  They will return to their captivity in Egypt, as it 
were—Egypt there serving as a symbol of captivity.  They would 
soon be overtaken by Assyria and taken into exile.       
 Here’s the closing application for us.  Don’t let repentance 
be only in your words.  It must be from the heart.  And when it’s 
from the heart it will be accompanied by a change in attitude and 
in actions.  When there is true repentance, the folks around you 
will know it.  Your spouse will know it.  Your family will know it.  
Your friends in the church will know it.  And that’s what I pray for 
among us.   

Don’t use religion as a way of covering up your sin.  Israel 
was still very religious.  But they were using their religion in the 
service of idols.  Maybe that’s exactly what you’re doing.  You’re 
still coming to church, maybe even attending a small group and 
praying with others, but it’s not to know God better, it’s not out of 
a deep love for God, Himself.  It’s simply so that you’ll look good 
in the eyes of your friends.  It’s so that you can feel good about 
yourself, that you are so spiritual.  Let’s take off the mask, pull 
back the façade, and truly repent before God.  It’s humbling to do 
this, but it will bring great freedom and peace and joy. 


