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SERMON: All Christians Are Spiritual
TEXT:  1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Introduction

  A.  What indicates that someone is “spiritual,” walking closely to the Lord, under the leading and filled with
the power of God’s Holy Spirit?  Some people would say, if you are a deacon or elder/pastor you must
be spiritual.  If you can preach up a storm, give insightful and inspiring Bible lessons, if you have the
power to heal people or deliver people from demonic influences by your prayers, you must be a spiritual
person.

  B.  This issue is precisely what Paul is addressing in 1 Corinthians 12-14 in response to questions and issues 
raised by the Corinthians in their letter to Paul.  Paul began addressing their various questions and    
arguments beginning in chapter 7.

1 Corinthians 7:1 Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is good for a man not to touch a

woman.

1 Corinthians 7:25 Now concerning virgins I have no command of the Lord, but I give an opinion as one who by
the mercy of the Lord is trustworthy.

1 Corinthians 8:1 Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge
makes arrogant, but love edifies.

1 Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.

  C.  The Corinthians were not asking Paul for a manual to on how to discover one’s spiritual gifts.  People    
within the church and coming from outside the church were promoting themselves as being “spiritual,”   
and even more spiritual than others (including Paul), and therefore worthy to be elevated and considered  

 authoritative because the a particular spiritual gift they were manifesting.  

  D.  Early in his letter Paul exposes the self-deception of such persons, and rebukes them. 

1 Corinthians 2:15 But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one. For W HO 16 

HAS KNOW N THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE W ILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ. 3:1

And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. I 2 

gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet

able, for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not 3 

walking like mere men?

I.  Spiritual gifts, ministries, and effects do not indicate spirituality.

  A.  Paul refers to speaking in “tongues” 21x in chapter 12-14 and nowhere else in this letter. It appears that        
    some in Corinth were suggesting their own elevated spirituality by their particular use of  “tongues”      

(glossa)  in the church, even when there was no interpretation to edify the body. 

1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. For one 2 

who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but in his spirit he

speaks mysteries.

1 Corinthians 14:12 So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of

the church.  Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 13

  B.  Those persons displaying their spiritual gifts to elevate themselves rather than to edify the body were in    
fact not spiritual, they were “nothing.”



1 Corinthians 13:1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I 2 

have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

  C.  One can imagine the logic with which Paul’s opponents might have appealed to the Corinthian   
congregation - “The speaking in tongues or prophesying by the power of the Spirit must indicate the         

  Spirit savingly indwells me, that I am close to God, that I am qualified for elevation in ministry.      
Spiritual gifts must indicate that I am a ‘spiritual person,’ and therefore, the more I display the Spirit’s    
gifts, the more spiritual I must be.”

  D.  But we must be careful not to conclude that manifestations of the Spirit in a person, such as speaking in   
tongues or prophecy, are necessarily evidences of one’s being close to God or even approved by God,     
“spiritual,” saved.  For example, ... 

      1.  “Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness” (2 Peter 2:15), was an unsaved    
diviner during Israel’s wilderness wanderings, later slain by the Israelites (Joshua 13:22).  He     
nonetheless was enabled by the Spirit of God to prophesy blessings upon Israel.

Numbers 24:2 And Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw Israel camping tribe by tribe; and the Spirit of God

came upon him. 3 He took up his discourse and said, "The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor, and the

oracle of the man whose eye is opened; 4 The oracle of him who hears the words of God, who sees the

vision of the Almighty, falling down, yet having his eyes uncovered, 5 How fair are your tents, O Jacob,

your dwellings, O Israel!  ... 17 "I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth

from Jacob, a scepter shall rise from Israel, and shall crush through the forehead of Moab, and tear down

all the sons of Sheth.”

      2.  The Spirit of God’s enabling Balaam to prophesy on behalf of God was no more indicative of Balaam       
   being a “spiritual man” (as opposed to a “natural man, 1 Cor 2:14-15), than it was of Caiaphas, the high   
   priest, who schemed to have Jesus put to death.

John 11:49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, "You know nothing at

all, 50 nor do you take into account that it is expedient for you that one man die for the people, and that

the whole nation not perish." 51 Now he did not say this on his own initiative, but being high priest that

year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but in order

that He might also gather together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad.

  E.  Jonathan Edwards rightly concludes in his “Religious Affections,”  “It was not by men’s having the gifts of  
 the Spirit, but by their having the virtues of the Spirit, that they were called spiritual, as is apparent by      
 Galatians 6:1,”

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one

in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

      1.  Notice that those who are “spiritual” are described as those who are to have a “spirit of gentleness.”     
Edwards goes on to observe, “Meekness (gentleness) is one of those virtues which the apostle had just    
spoken of, in the verses next preceding, showing what are the fruits of the Spirit.”

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

      2.  So whether or not one is “spiritual” is indicated, not necessarily by one’s possessing the gifts of the      
Spirit, but by one’s possessing the virtues or fruit of the Spirit, Who testifies to us that Jesus is Lord.

  F.  Evidently some, who were elevating themselves above Paul or discounting Paul were comparing their or 
others’ displaying of tongues in public with Paul’s lack of such display.



1 Corinthians 14:18 I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all;  however, in the church I desire to speak 19

five words with my mind so that I may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue.  Brethren, 20

do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.

  G.  Paul challenges anyone claiming to be spiritual to acknowledge what he says as having the authority of an   
apostle, a spokesperson of Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 14:37 If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write

to you are the Lord's commandment.

II.  Confessing Jesus as Lord indicates spirituality.

1 Corinthians 12:2 You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, however you were

led.  Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus is accursed"; and no 3

one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.

  A.  Paul is speaking under the inspiration of Christ’s Spirit and therefore, is speaking on behalf of Jesus, who    
taught us that people could call Him “Lord” with an insincere heart.  Such persons have no part in Him,
through they put forth as evidence their exercise of what we might call “spiritual gifts,” - prophesying,
casting out demons, working miracles.

Matthew 7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who

does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not 22

prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  "And 23

then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU W HO PRACTICE LAW LESSNESS.'

  B.  But all who are born again by the indwelling Spirit of God have by that Spirit had their eyes and hearts    
opened to see and receive the Christ they confess as Lord.  The Spirit only works such sincere    
confessions in the hearts of God’s elect.  “Jesus is Lord” became the standard confession of Christianity
in the early church.

Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him

from the dead, you will be saved;  for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the 10

mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.

  C.  So submitting to the Lordship of the crucified, risen, reigning, returning Lord Jesus Christ is the true    
indicator of who is spiritual.  Therefore, all Christians are spiritual.  Such submission includes obey His
command to love Him with all our heart, mind, and strength, and to love one another as He has loved us.

Conclusion

  A.  As we gather around the Lord’s Table, all who eat the bread and drink the cup are pledging anew their love  
  and loyalty to Jesus as Lord.

  B.  May all who eat and drink these symbols of Christ’s sacrificed body for His church do so with a sincere    
heart before the Lord.

  C.  The goal Paul’s instruction set before us today is to produce such sincerity of faith and love:

1 Timothy 1:5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere

faith.
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