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JESUS TEACHES & SENDS THE APOSTLES OUT  
 
Mark 6:1-13 
 

And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples 
follow him. 2 And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the 
synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From whence 
hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which is given unto him, 
that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands? 3 Is not this the 
carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and 
Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him. 
4 But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own 
country, and among his own kin, and in his own house. 5 And he could there 
do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and 
healed them. 6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round 
about the villages, teaching. 7 And he calleth unto him the twelve, and began 
to send them forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits; 
8 and commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, save a 
staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse: 9 But be shod with 
sandals; and not put on two coats. 10 And he said unto them, In what place 
soever ye enter into a house, there abide till ye depart from that place. 11 And 
whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake 
off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, 
It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, 
than for that city. 12 And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 
13 And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, 
and healed them (KJV). 
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JESUS RETURNS HOME 
 
Mark 6:1 
 

And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples 
follow him (KJV). 

 
Jesus left Capernaum along with His disciples and travelled about twenty miles to 
Nazareth. The scene Mark portrays for his readers is one in which the teacher leads a 
group of students on a public mission. Even though Jesus was born in Bethlehem he was 
raised in Nazareth. He had spoken in the Nazareth synagogue on the Sabbath before (Luke 
4:14-30). In the Luke incident he walked away from the Jews who tried to kill Him.  
 
Mark 6:2 
 

2 And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: 
and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From whence hath this man 
these things? and what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such 
mighty works are wrought by his hands (KJV)? 

 
Jesus was again invited to teach in the local synagogue. As we have seen the synagogues 
outside of Jerusalem were led by prominent members of the community such as Jairus. 
Jesus being a well-known and popular speaker had no difficulties in gaining a forum in the 
synagogue on the Sabbath. As usual during His teaching many were astonished at what He 
said. They could not understand the high degree wisdom he had and they could not 
explain the miracles He was performing in their midst. His detractors did not express a 
wholesome amazement at the teaching and the miracles. Their questions that came out 
regarding His actions were disparaging at best and hostile at worst. They expressed the 
idea that there were only two sources of His actions God or Satan (Mark 3:22). 
 
Mark 6:3 
 

3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, 
and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were 
offended at him (KJV). 

 
Continuing with their view of the incredulity of His teaching and miracles they reasoned 
that this is just a carpenter. Further they knew that He was just one of Mary’s children and 
the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon, Mary’s natural children by 
Joseph. They even noticed that His sisters were in the synagogue too. However, it is quite 
clear that they were offended at him. Jesus was teaching as one who had an intimate 
understanding of and relationship with God. By His miracles, virgin birth, fulfillment of 
the Mosaic Law as well as the many prophesies He fulfilled with His life He affirmed His 
deity. Nevertheless they viewed Him as just a laborer from their hometown. In their view 
He surely did not deserve any accolades for this unusual teaching and these miracles. 
When they said that He was the son of Mary they were reminding the listeners of His 
unusual birth occurring during Joseph and Mary’s engagement period. Typically, a man in 
Israel would be described as a man’s son except as an insult (Judges 11:1-2; John 8:41; 
9:29). Interestingly since they could not explain Him they sought to reject Him and His 
works. There is an interesting spiritual principle at work here. Their physical knowledge 
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of Him and His early life prevented them from having any spiritual knowledge of Him. 
They reasoned that with this knowledge of His early life there is no reason that He should 
have turned out any different than the rest of His family. Their deep offense at Him caused 
them to disbelieve who He was and therefore not believe on Him. In every age it is 
difficult for one of humble birth to excel in society. The social forces that attempt to keep 
on in the status of their birth hold them back. Later His family would accept Him.  
 
Mark 6:4 
 

4 But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own 
country, and among his own kin, and in his own house (KJV). 

 
Jesus realizing what His detractors were doing made reference to a commonly know 
proverb which was found in sources outside Judaism as well as within. This statement is 
made in all four Gospel accounts (Matthew 13:57; Luke 4:24; 13:33; John 4:44). Another 
example is from the first century Greek scholar Plutarch, in which this statement is found 
in his work titled Moralia, in the section sub titled “Exile,” 7.13; Jesus knew that a 
prophet is not appreciated at home. He clearly spoke of the three spheres in which the 
prophet would be rejected, his hometown, relatives and his own house. According to John 
7:5, Jesus’ own brothers didn’t believe in him during his ministry until after His death and 
resurrection. James His half-brother became the bishop of the Church as Jerusalem and 
wrote one of the epistles in the New Testament (James 1:1). Judas (Jude) was the author of 
the epistle of Jude (Jude 1:1). Those closes to Him such as Judas Iscariot even betrayed 
Him.  
 
Jesus was reflecting on the treatment the Old Testament prophets (Hebrew Neve’em) were 
given and the parable that frequently appeared in rabbinic literature. He clearly aligned 
Himself with the Old Testament prophets who suffered ridicule, were not listened to, and 
sometimes even put to death for speaking inconvenient truth. It makes people very 
uncomfortable to hear truth that is contrary to their lifestyle. For example Jeremiah was 
thrown into a pit for preaching against the depraved way in which the Israelites were 
living. Elijah was being hunted down by Queen Jezebel and had to hide out in the desert. 
Frequently those who hear the truth of the Scriptures clearly spoken are offended by it and 
seek to eliminate the one speaking as if that stops the truthfulness of the message. It might 
temporarily stop the message from going out but it does not stop truth. Truth can be 
maligned, ignored or denied but it stands nevertheless incontrovertible.  
 
Matthew 5:12 
 

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were before you (KJV). 

 
JESUS LIMITS HIM MINISTRY 
 
Mark 6:5-6 
 

5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a 
few sick folk, and healed them. 6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. 
And he went round about the villages, teaching. (KJV). 
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Jesus saw so few people who had faith that He would not perform many miracles in His 
hometown. As the text explains He laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. 
Faith is the conduit through which, the wonderful works of God can be achieved. God 
always stands ready to impart His blessings including spiritual salvation to a wicked and 
perverse world. Unfortunately only a small number will ever place their faith in Him to 
receive His blessings. In Nazareth only a few had faith to come to Him for healing. In so 
far as the biblical records go He never again returned to Nazareth. Jesus was amazed at the 
hardness of their hearts, which caused their unbelief and refusal to accept the Gospel. This 
is one of the mysteries of God’s Kingdom, which has its roots in the doctrine of election. 
That is, why some of those who have every opportunity to believe do not, and some who, 
like the Gadarenes demoniac, would never be expected to believe but do. No one can 
predict who will be insiders and outsiders. This is why the Gospel must go out to all. In 
the next section of Scripture we will see the methodology that Jesus gave His apostles for 
spreading the Gospel message. It accounts for the various types of receptions it would 
receive. It all stems from the parable of the sower when Jesus told how the Word went out 
and the different hearts it would go into. Jesus marveling here is indicative of how many 
human hearts will turn to the evil one instead of the truth especially in His hometown. 
This is a fair representation of the hardness of the Israelites in their blindness. The world 
wants spectacular displays of divine favor in order to begin to consider the claims of Jesus. 
However, Jesus came to us as God in the flesh for the initial purpose of His personal 
sacrifice. He was fully human and fully divine. The world does not want only a carpenter, 
only a son of Mary, only another one of the Nazarene children who has grown up and 
returned to teach them. This reaction of the people of Nazareth is typical of the world. The 
world says, “God you come to me on my terms and I might believe you.” Instead God 
came to us as a lowly servant bringing salvation to the entire world. He made is very 
obvious who He was and it is up to us not Him as to whether we accept Him or not. 
Nevertheless Jesus did not deny them the Gospel as the text says He went round about the 
villages, teaching. 
 
THE APOSTLES ARE SENT OUT 
 
Mark 6:7-9 
 

7 And he calleth unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and 
two; and gave them power over unclean spirits; 8 and commanded them that 
they should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, 
no money in their purse: 9 But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats 
(KJV). 

 
Mark begins the account of the apostles being sent out and then inserts the parenthetical 
story of King Herod executing John the Baptist. John’s martyrdom heightens the tension 
of getting the Gospel out to the world and emphasizes the fact that it is dangerous. Jesus 
made it quite clear that the world would hate us because it hated Him. Satan is the prince 
of the power of the air and has exerted a huge influence over this world. We should expect 
much opposition to the Gospel and ourselves as Christians. Any disciple of Jesus must be 
prepared to meet death for following Him. In the twenty first century America this is hard 
to accept with our comfortably safe lives.  But we can see the rise of the new caliphate in 
the Middle East with its stated mission of conversion of Christians and Jews or death to 
us. 
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Jesus sent His apostles out in pairs, which was a common practice in first century Israel 
(Mark 11:1; 14:13; John 8:17; Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15). Sending the disciples in pairs 
conformed to Jewish custom (Ecclesiastes 4:9–10) and due to the Jewish roots of 
Christianity it was continued in the early church. Traveling in pairs had positive 
advantages. One, it provided company and common counsel, and Two, it augmented each 
partner with complementary gifts as well as providing for their safety. It also affirmed the 
authenticity of the message to their hearers. This was in accordance with the Mosaic Law. 
 
Deuteronomy 19:15-20 
 

15 One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, 
in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of 
three witnesses, shall a matter be established. 16If an unrighteous witness rise 
up against any man to testify against him of wrong-doing, 17then both the men, 
between whom the controversy is, shall stand before Jehovah, before the 
priests and the judges that shall be in those days; 18and the judges shall make 
diligent inquisition: and, behold, if the witness be a false witness, and have 
testified falsely against his brother; 19then shall ye do unto him, as he had 
thought to do unto his brother: so shalt thou put away the evil from the midst 
of thee 20And those that remain shall hear, and fear, and shall henceforth 
commit no more any such evil in the midst of thee. 21And thine eyes shall not 
pity; life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot (ASV 1901). 

 
So if one of the two or three was a false witness the others would be less likely to also be 
knowing what fate would befall them for lying. It was in essence a system of checks and 
balances to make sure the person with the message was accurate and true. 
 
Now Jesus in keeping with the urgency of the message implored His apostles to travel 
light. He did not want them to be burdened down with excessive baggage, which would 
detract from the message and the number of people they would reach. They were only to 
take a walking stick and common footwear (sandals). They were to depend upon God for 
their food and shelter, which would be provided by the Jewish households who accepted 
the message through faith. We also see in the second half of this message of the sending 
out a special commission to bring back a report (Mark 6:30). 
 
Mark 6:10-11 
 

10 And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into a house, there 
abide till ye depart from that place. 11 And whosoever shall not receive you, 
nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a 
testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city (KJV). 

 
If an apostle had found a home willing to accept them and extended an invitation to stay 
Jesus said to inquire as to who is worthy. The dependence they placed upon others for 
their wherewithal would come from people who knew the Gospel. Matthew’s account 
explains. 
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Matthew 10:11 
 

11 And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, inquire who in it is worthy; 
and there abide till ye go thence (KJV). 

 
Worthy means a believer who had already put their faith in Jesus. That person would be 
certain to invite them to set up a home base for their evangelistic outreach efforts. It was 
most appropriate to impose on the hospitability of many others or look for the most 
attractive quarters. He wanted them to settle into the home of a believer which would give 
them safe, comfortable living lodging. Their dependence upon others was for good reason. 
 

1. It showed that the Messiah was not here to offer wealth to the His followers. 
2. It gave the disciples a reliance on the power of God to provide for them. 
3. It involved the population in the evangelistic outreach so they could see first hand 

the outworking of the Gospel message and its power. 
 
Rejection was also to be expected as many would not listen to or accept their message. In 
this case they were not to argue but simply ignore their detractors and move on. He told 
them to,  “shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them.”  Interestingly 
this was a practice that devout Jews would exercise when leaving Gentile regions to 
display a sense of disassociating themselves from the undesirables. So by doing this, the 
apostles knew that they were in essence aligning the unbelieving Jews with pagans 
because of their rejection of the Gospel message. This directive from Jesus let them know 
that it was not their fault that the message was rejected. Not all manuscripts have the 
additional admonition regarding Sodom and Gomorrah. Clearly Sodom and Gomorrah 
were destroyed for extreme sinfulness and the rejection of God’s Word. The same happens 
to one who leaves this earth without the eternal security of salvation in Christ Jesus. Jesus 
is speaking of the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15) where all the 
unbelievers of all of human history will be judged for the degree of punishment they will 
receive for all of eternity (Matthew 11:20-24; Luke 12:47-48; John 19:11; Psalm 139:16; 
Revelation 3:5 Psalm 69:28). 
 
Mark 6:12-13 
 

12 And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 13 And they cast 
out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them 
(KJV). 

 
The apostles did exactly as Jesus had instructed them to do. They met with great success 
in these first evangelistic efforts by showing the population repentance for sins, anointing 
the sick with oil, casting out demons and healing them. The anointing of oil was one, 
because of its medicinal properties (Luke 10:34; James 5:14) and two, its symbolic value 
indicating that the disciples acted by Jesus’ authority and power, not their own. 
 
NEXT WEEK: MARK: KING HEROD KILLS JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Please call or e-mail with any questions or comments 
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