
John (72): Five Descriptions of Jesus' Triumphal Entry                  Hymns 118, He is King, 173 

 

Having been anointed by Mary in Simon the Leper's house, John informs us that "many of the Jews" from 

Jerusalem came to Bethany, not so much to see Jesus, but Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the dead (v9), and 

yet, in v10 we are told the Jewish leaders, the chief priests—"plotted to put Lazarus to death" v11—"because 

on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus..."  

 

V12—"On the next day"—that is, on that day after He was anointed by Mary—one of greatest difficulties in 

preaching through the gospels, is harmonizing the various events into a single timetable—from v1 we learn 

our Savior was anointed by Mary "six days before the Passover"—assumedly, on the next day, our Savior 

enters Jerusalem—thus, very likely, our Savior was anointed on Saturday, enters Jerusalem on Sunday, is 

crucified on Friday (Passover), and raised from the dead on the next Sunday...  

 

Historically, most baptist have not given much thought to what's commonly called "the church calendar"—that 

is, the celebration of traditional holy days, such as Christmas and Easter—but in some traditions, the Sunday 

before Easter is celebrated as Palm Sunday—it commemorates Jesus' Triumphant Entry in Jerusalem as a 

Humble King... 

 

Palm Sunday begins what's commonly called the Holy Week—and while we reject that title, we certainly 

agree that this week is without doubt the most blessed and important week in the history of the world—and 

thus—John gives over the remainder of his gospel from this point onward, to largely describe the next seven 

days...  

 

Now, as we shall see—our Savior's Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, is marked by contrasts—[1] He enters the 

city with Hosannas in His ears, and yet with tears in His eyes, and [2] He enters the city as King of Israel, and 

yet, He enters as the Lamb of God—who would take away the sin of the world... 

 

I.    Five Descriptions of Jesus' Triumphal Entry  

 

A. It was jubilant—vv12-13  

 

1. Verses 12-13—"The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem, took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: Hosanna! 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD! The King of Israel..." 

2. [1] There are palm trees (branches), v13—"[many] took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 

Him..." 

3. Lev.23:40—"And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of beautiful trees, branches of 

palm trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the LORD 

your God for seven days..." 

4. Furthermore—the Jews often waved palm branches before conquering kings or rulers who returned from a 

victory... 

5. William Hendriksen—"The multitude waved palm-branches in token of rejoicing and of triumph. Now at 

last victory seemed assured, for if this Jesus was able to raise from the dead a man who had been in the 

tomb four days, where were the limits to his power. Under such a leader one could even shake off the yoke 

of the Romans..." 

6. [2] There are Hosannas—"[they] cried out: Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

LORD..." 

7. The word "Hosanna" is merely the Greek word put into English—the word literally means—"Save us, 

now..." 

8. The word isn't so much a petition as a proclamation—they were shouting in gratitude that deliverance had 

come... 

9. This statement is taken from Ps.118—a Psalm that was traditionally sung at the Feasts, and especially the 

Passover...     
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10. Ps.118:26—"Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the LORD..."   

11. Now—it's going to be very evident, that many if not most of these people, desired salvation from Roman 

rule... 

12. They desired a national or political deliverance—they failed to realize their need for salvation from their 

sins... 

13. Jn.6:15—"Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to make 

Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone..." 

14. They wanted to make Him a political King who would deliver them from Roman oppression, but not sin 

and Satan... 

15. As we are going to see—our Savior is a King and He has come to bring salvation, but not from Roman 

tyranny... 

16. Our Savior's kingdom is NOT of this world—it is a spiritual kingdom, that first delivers from spiritual 

enemies... 

17. [3] There is the King of Israel—"Blessed id He who comes in the name of the LORD! The King of 

Israel..." 

18. Matt.21:9—"Hosanna to the Son of David"—that is, David's greater Son, who's come to claim David's 

throne... 

19. Now—brethren, King David ruled over a physical kingdom and city, which was the physical nation of 

Israel...  

20. Christ rules over a spiritual kingdom and city, in which is the spiritual nation of Israel, the new and 

heavenly Jerusalem... 

21. Thus—although Christ enters a physical city, He sits on NO physical throne, because His kingdom is NOT 

of this world... 

22. Rev.7:9-10—"After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all 

nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white 

robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, Salvation belongs to 

our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb..." 

23. I suggest this vision, provides insight into our Savior's Triumphal Entry—let me briefly suggest a few 

things... 

24. [a] The identity of true Israel—"a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, 

peoples, and tongues..." 

25. [b] The identity of true joy—the great multitude is described as standing before the throne with palm 

branches... 

26. [c] The identity of true salvation—the great multitude cries out—"Salvation belongs to our God who sits 

on the throne, and to the Lamb..." 

27. In other words—this is salvation that comes from God, and is purchased or obtained by Christ, the Lamb 

of God...   

 

B. It was foretold—vv14-15 

 

1. Verses 14-15—"Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: Fear not, 

daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt..." 

2. John tells us—"Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it"—that is, the colt brought to 

Him by His disciples... 

3. Lk.19:30—"Go into the village opposite you, where a you enter you will find a cold tied, on which no one 

has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here..." 

4. John informs us, that Jesus riding upon a young donkey (colt)—"as it is written"—he then quotes 

Zechariah 9:9...  

5. Zech.9:9—"Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is 

coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a 

donkey..." 

6. [1] He is a just King—"He is just"—that is, righteous in His character and thus rule—He is a righteous 

King... 
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7. Oh brethren, let us never lose sight of this fact—ultimately speaking, Christians are citizens of a heavenly 

city...  

8. Regardless how unjust and unrighteous our earthly ruler is—we are presently ruled by a gracious and just 

King... 

9. [2] He is a Savior King—"and having salvation"—that is, He is coming to secure salvation from their 

enemies... 

10. This phrase sheds light upon our Savior's Triumphal Entry—He entered the city in order to secure 

salvation... 

11. Elsewhere, both in the Old and New Testament, our Savior is described as salvation itself—He is our 

salvation... 

12. Thus by "having salvation" the prophet means—He Himself has come to secure it, and He Himself applies 

it... 

13. Jesus Christ HAS salvation—it is His by right, He earned it, and my dear friends—He alone can bestow 

it...  

14. [3] He is a lowly King—"He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of 

a donkey..." 

15. From the other gospels we learn, our Savior sent His disciples ahead of Him into a village to retrieve a 

young donkey...  

16. From this village, our Savior would ride the remaining few miles into Jerusalem, riding a young donkey or 

colt... 

17. RC Sproul—"The donkeys people ride in the Holy Land are noting like the donkeys we breed in the US. 

They are much smaller, so that grown men have to bend their knees as they ride so that their feet don't hit 

the ground. The donkey Jesus rode was of this small type, and it was young, too. So instead of riding the 

steed of a military victor or of a king, Jesus entered Jerusalem on this lowly donkey..." 

18. Now—I trust, this action was highly symbolic—it was intended to teach beautiful and important spiritual 

truth... 

19. He did not enter the city on a large white horse, as if He were entering the city prepared for war or for 

battle... 

20. But—the fact that He entered upon a donkey, illustrated the fact that He was a LOWLY and HUMBLE 

King... 

21. This is what Zechariah says—"lowly and riding on a donkey"—that is, He came as the Humble, Servant 

King...  

22. The book of Revelation describes His second coming very differently—He shall ride upon a white horse 

of war... 

23. But His first coming was very different—for He did not come to make war, but peace—not to destroy, but 

save... 

24. Thus—the fact that our Savior entered Jerusalem on a donkey, depicts Him as a HUMBLE and LOWLY 

King...  

25. Martin Luther—"This is the reason why Christ entered Jerusalem as he did, without worldly pomp, meekly 

riding on a donkey. Thereby he not only wanted to fulfill the words of the prophet, but also to point out the 

manner and character of his kingdom, so that we may never be deluded into thinking that he came to earth 

to help us became rich and heap up treasure, when actually he came so that we might be delivered from sin, 

death, and the devil, and become truly rich in the life beyond..." 

26. Thus—our Savior enters Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, in order to fulfil OT prophecy written 500 yrs 

before... 

27. [a] Jesus publically sets Himself forth as Messiah—this particular event marks a transition in our Savior's 

life...   

28. Up to this point, our Savior repeatedly denies His hour has come—and thus, He often conceals His 

identity...  

29. Jn.7:4—"If You do these things, show Yourself to the world (his Messianic works)...My time has not yet 

come..." 

30. But—all of this would now end—for our Savior now intends to reveal Himself openly and publically for 

all to see... 
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31. Michael Bentley—"Zechariah predicted that the Messiah would enter Jerusalem in triumph. The Messiah 

was the anointed servant of God who would deliver the people from their bondage. The Messiah was the 

one all the Jews were waiting for...When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the first 'Palm Sunday' he was 

declaring to all that he was God's anointed one, and that he had come to bring freedom..." 

32. [b] Every OT prophecy will be literally fulfilled—every single prophecy will be fulfilled just as God 

promised... 

 

C. It was wilful—vv13-15 

  

1. By this I mean—our Savior willfully and purposefully enters Jerusalem, full-well knowing what awaited 

Him...   

2. Our Savior was in no way deceived by the excitement and external homage, the residents of Jerusalem 

paid... 

3. Furthermore, He know full-well, that He entered the city, not to sit upon a throne, but to be hung upon a 

cross... 

4. Matt.16:21—"From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and 

suffer many things from the elder and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day..." 

5. Thus—the question I want to answer at this point is—knowing what He knew, WHY did He enter the city 

willingly... 

6. Jn.19:1-3—"Hail, King of the Jews" vv14-15—"Behold you King! But they cried out, Away with him, 

away with Him! Crucify Him...We have no king but Caesar..." 

7. [1] He entered Jerusalem in obedience to His Father—His Father promised Him a throne that followed His 

cross... 

8. Throughout John's gospel, our Savior repeatedly confesses—He has come into this world to do the will of 

the Father... 

9. Thus our Savior had to go into Jerusalem—nothing could keep Him from it—because of loving obedience 

to His Father...  

10. AW Pink—"Why, then, did the Lord Jesus send for the ass, mount it, and ride into the royal city?...The 

answer, in a word, is, because the Scriptures so required! Here, as ever, it was submission to His Father's 

Word that prompted Him. Loving obedience to the One who sent Him was always the spring of His 

actions..." 

11. [2] He entered Jerusalem in fulfilment of Passover—that is—He entered the city as the Lamb slain for 

sinners... 

12. It's very important to remember the entire context is that of the Passover, one of three OC feasts celebrated 

in Jerusalem... 

13. There were hundreds of thousands of people in the city, which necessitated tens of thousands of lambs for 

sacrifice...   

14. In fact—most commentators suggest that as our Savior rode into Jerusalem, flocks of sheep entered with 

Him... 

15. These of course were being lead into Jerusalem to their death—they would be killed as sacrifices for 

Passover... 

16. But dear brethren—along-side these lambs was the LAMB OF GOD—who would offer Himself as our 

sacrifice...  

17. Perhaps I can put it like this—our Savior entered Jerusalem as a King and Lamb—to die for the sins of the 

world...  

18. JC Ryle—"The time had come at last when Christ was to die for the sins of the world. The time had come 

when the true passover Lamb was to be slain, when the true blood of atonement was to be shed, when 

Messiah was to be 'cut off' according to prophecy, when the way into the holiest was to be opened by the 

true High Priest to all mankind. Knowing all this, our Lord purposely drew attention to himself. Knowing 

this, He placed Himself prominently under the notice of the whole Jewish nation..." 

19. [a] This is good news for saints—oh dear brethren, we here behold, a beautiful reminder, of His love for 

us...  

20. Oh my dear brethren, let us not overlook the main point—Christ entered that city because He loved His 

people... 
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21. JC Ryle—"He was a willing Sufferer in order to procure redemption for a lost and ruined soul. He had 

undertaken to give His own life as a ransom, that we might live forever, and He laid it down on the cross 

with all the desire of His heart. He did not bleed and suffer and die because He was vanquished by 

superior force, and could not help Himself, but because He loved us, and rejoiced to give Himself for us as 

our Substitute. He did not die because He could not avoid death, but because He was willing with all His 

heart to make His soul an offering for sin..." 

22. [b] This is good news for sinners—we behold in this scene, testimony of our Savior's willingness to save 

sinners...  

23. [i] It was PUBLIC—that is—our Savior enters the city in full view of masses, that all would see His 

intentions... 

24. [ii] It was TEARFUL—by this I mean, Luke tells us something that our Savior did just prior to entering 

the city... 

25. Lk.19:41-42—"Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, If you had known, even 

you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your 

eyes..."  

26. Oh dear friends, surely this is an amazing thought—the King of kings, entering the city with tear-filled 

eyes... 

27. But oh dear Savior—what is the reason for these tears—It was because He knew what their rejecting of 

Him meant... 

28. Oh my young friends, never think that our beloved Savior doesn't really have any desire for sinners to be 

saved... 

29. We refer to this incident as His Triumphal Entry, but it would be just as accurate to describe it as His 

Tearful Entry... 

 

D. It was misunderstood—v16 

 

1. V16 is a commentary of John, which is also a confession of sorts, for remember what he says is true of 

him also... 

2. In other words—the disciples as a whole failed to realize the full significance of His entrance into 

Jerusalem...  

3. And in particular—it's likely the disciples failed to understand the relation of Zechariah's prophecy until 

afterwards... 

4. It's for this manner, likely, that John quotes Zechariah in vv14-15—as remember, he's writing after the 

events...  

5. V16—"His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they 

remembered that these things were written about him and that they had done these things to Him..." 

6. That is—it wasn't until His resurrection and gift of the Spirit, did they understand the significance of 

Zechariah's prophecy... 

7. Jn.14:26—"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 

things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you..."  

8. Notice—the Spirit will do two things—"He will teach you all things" and "bring to your remembrance all 

things that I said to you..." 

9. In other words—the Spirit would interpret the events of Christ's life, so as enable them to record it in the 

NT... 

10. Thus—the disciples were slow to understand the glorious fact—that Christ's CROWN came after His 

CROSS... 

11. This was a fact that the Jews eternally stumbled over, and it was something the disciples were slow to 

learn... 

12. [1] True Christians are often slow to learn—remember, these are not enemies of Christ but friends of 

Christ...  

13. I trust most of us know true Christians who have a lot of growing to do—not only in practice but also in 

doctrine... 

14. [2] True Christians are often slow to learn it's all about the cross—again and again our Savior told His 

disciples about the cross... 
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15. Everything He did, from the very beginning, all pointed toward Jerusalem, and the old rugged and 

shameful cross... 

16. [3] True Christians are often slow to learn the CROSS precedes the CROWN—again, this is a tough 

lesson... 

17. There is a sense in which, every Christian must follow Him into Jerusalem, if they are to follow Him into 

paradise...  

 

E. It was rejected—vv17-19 

 

1. From  verses 17-18, we learn that those who witnessed Lazarus' resurrection, continued to bear witness of 

Him throughout Jerusalem... 

2. This led the Jewish leadership, v19 to say among themselves—"You see that you are accomplishing 

nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him..." 

3. In other words—they began to bicker among themselves, that their strategy to silence Him, wasn't all that 

effective... 

4. Obs.—Sinners want a king of their own making, and reject Christ who died for sinners and sits as 

Sovereign... 

5. [a] A social Savior—that is, the world doesn't reject a Jesus that has come to fix all the social issues of our 

day... 

6. [b] An unjust Savior—by this I mean, the world doesn't reject a Jesus that saves everyone in anyway they 

desire...  

7. I call this an "unjust Savior" because it contradicts the just and righteous character of Christ, who always 

and only saves sinners justly... 

8. [c] A powerless Savior—by this I mean, the world doesn't reject a Savior that doesn't also demand 

allegiance... 

 

 


