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How and why did Satan fall from heaven? Many people think (and I 

agree with them) that Isaiah 14 tells the story. Of course, Isaiah 14 is directly 
telling the story about the king of Babylon, as 14:4 makes clear. However, 
most commentators in the history of the church have recognized that more is 
going on there than just a description of the king of Babylon. Here are verses 
12-15: “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How 
you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! You said in 
your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my 
throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the 
north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like 
the Most High.' But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the 
pit.” Isn't it interesting that Satan wanted to make himself like God, and in 
the very act of attempting this, he became far less like God than he could 
ever was? The same thing happens with human beings. As one commentator 
says it, “Nothing makes a being less like God than the effort to be His equal, 
for he who was God stepped down from the throne of His glory to display to 
the wondering eyes of men the humility of God.” So, in order to be most like 
God, we must become humble, not arrogant. The penalty of arrogance is to 
be brought low. Constantly, the Bible tells us that God gives grace to the 
humble, but that He opposes the proud. This backdrop of the fall of Satan 
will introduce the third and fourth trumpets for us very well. 

Before we get into the substance of these trumpets, however, we need 
to look at the context. One thing we note right away from the first two 
trumpets is that these judgments are falling on nature. Every area of nature is 
going to be affected. In the first trumpet, there was a judgment on the land. 
In the second trumpet there was a judgment on the sea, or the salt waters of 
the earth. Now, in the third trumpet, we see a judgment connecting sky and 
water, this time the fresh water. In the fourth trumpet, we see a judgment on 
the heavens. Every area of creation is judged, such that the unbelievers will 
be put to much inconvenience, and many of them will die. Of course, none 
of these judgments are directly against human beings. We have to wait for 
the last three trumpets to see that. Still, these judgment affect human beings 
in many and various ways. Last week we saw how the idolatries of human 



beings are crushed when the idols we worship are destroyed. 
That brings us to the third trumpet. A great star falls from heaven, and 

falls into all the fresh water supplies of the earth, and makes a third of them 
bitter. This star is called wormwood. Wormwood is a plant of which an 
extract is often made. The extract of wormwood can be used in medicinal 
ways in small quantities, but is toxic when ingested in large quantities over a 
long period of time. Clearly, the large quantities are what John has in mind 
here, given the large scope of the waters affected by it. Wormwood 
eventually causes kidney failure and death. A shortage of water in this 
context usually points to a military siege. Here is a tie between the trumpets 
and the seals. When the four horsemen go out, they bring war to the earth. 
War always brings shortages of food and water. This is how the Old 
Testament describes it as well. In Jeremiah 9, the Lord tells the Israelites that 
they are going to be judged by foreign nations, and in the process, “I will 
feed this people with bitter food, and give them poisonous water to drink.” 
In chapter 23, the Lord repeats in the exact same words, “I will feed them 
with bitter food and give them poisoned water to drink.” This is what 
happens in wartime.  

So, when you take a drink of nice clean water, are you thankful for 
that? This trumpet tells us quite plainly that clear and pure drinking water is 
not something that we can ever take for granted. Just look at the ancient 
Egyptians, when all their water supply turned to blood. And we can usually 
simply turn on a faucet and get good water, or at the most, put it through a 
purifier, and we have it. Do not forget that it is a gift from God.  

Most commentators agree here that the star called Wormwood is 
another name for Satan, connected here particularly with Babylon. Satan is 
judged here and thrown down to earth, and in the process he makes the fresh 
water of the world bitter to the taste. Quite possibly John is telescoping 
several events into one small space. Obviously, Satan's fall from heaven 
happened a long time ago. The events that John describes here take place in 
the present and in the future. Visions often do this kind of telescoping: 
taking events from different eras of history and making them part of one 
vision. 

The fascinating thing about this particular vision is how self-
destructive evil is. Satan falls under his own weight, comes down to earth, 
has a crash-landing that then causes severe destruction in the world's fresh 



water supply. Evil is its own worst enemy. God has ordained that it be this 
way. The cross is only the most obvious example. The evil of the cross 
collapses under its own weight, as it were. All that remains is the good that 
God gets out of it. Satan thought he had triumphed greatly at the cross, only 
to realize that he had engineered his own permanent destruction by it. The 
one who digs a pit falls into it himself, as the proverb has it. Or, as Ravi 
Zacharias puts it, the problem with slinging mud at people is that you not 
only lose ground, but you also get your hands dirty. Another classic example 
comes in the book of Esther, where the wicked Haman tries to eradicate all 
the Jews in the world. He especially hates Mordecai, the Jew, and erects a 75 
foot-tall gallows in order to have Mordecai hanged on it. During the course 
of the story, however, the tables are turned. Haman's wicked plot turns on his 
own head, and he winds up being hanged on the gallows that he built in 
order to hang Mordecai! 

Evil does not always collapse on itself instantaneously, though, or as 
spectacularly as Haman's case. The reckoning might be delayed. William 
Brown tells the following story in his book, Making Sense of Your Faith: 

The story is told of a farmer in a Midwestern state who had a strong 
disdain for "religious" things. As he plowed his field on Sunday 
morning, he would shake his fist at the church people who passed by 
on their way to worship. October came and the farmer had his finest 
crop ever--the best in the entire county. When the harvest was 
complete, he placed an advertisement in the local paper which 
belittled the Christians for their faith in God. Near the end of his 
diatribe he wrote, "Faith in God must not mean much if someone like 
me can prosper." The response from the Christians in the community 
was quiet and polite. In the next edition of the town paper, a small ad 
appeared. It read simply, "God doesn't always settle His accounts in 
October."     

At one time or another, God will settle accounts. And in that settling of 
accounts, evil will ultimately and finally collapse under its own weight. We 
do not want to be underneath, trying to hold it up. The way for us to get out 
from underneath that huge weight is for Jesus Christ to lift it off our 
shoulders. Will we who are weary and heavy-laden come to the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Will we learn that His yoke is easy, and His burden is light? It is 
certainly no burden at all compared to the burden of sin. 



The fourth trumpet has to do with a partial darkening of the heavens. 
We do not know quite what this would look like. It might be that a third of 
the stars would cease to shine. Or it might be that all the stars become one-
third darker. It is difficult to imagine how a third of the sun could be struck. 
These difficulties push us in the direction of the symbolic value and meaning 
of these things. The principle here is fairly plain: cosmic disorder comes 
from spiritual disorder. The universe became a dying universe when man 
became a dying being at the Fall. The Fall is thus ultimately, and through the 
long ages of time, a reversal of the creation in some ways. The judgment 
here reflects that the current world order will have to go. Here we see a 
partial reversal of day 4 of the creation week. Day 4 was the day in which 
the sun, moon, and stars were called into being. Here in Revelation, they are 
dimmed. This trumpet also was prophesied in the Old Testament. Joel 2, in 
describing a plague of locusts (which we will see much more clearly in the 
fifth trumpet) says that one of the effects will be a darkening of the sun, 
moon, and stars: “The earth quakes before them; the heavens tremble. The 
sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining.”

At times like those, it will be all the more important for us to believe 
in Him Who is the Light of the World. Of course, the judgment of God is the 
same thing God uses to bring the new heavens and the new earth. The final 
chapters of Revelation tell us that the sun, moon, and stars will eventually be 
redundant, because the light of the world is the Lamb. Chapter 21:23 says 
this: “And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.” And then, in chapter 22:5 we 
find this: “And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or 
sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and 
ever.” Just as there was no sun, moon, and stars at all at the very beginning 
of it all, so there will be no sun, moon, and stars at the end of it all. The sun, 
moon, and stars themselves exist in this world because God wanted to 
delegate the task of light-shining. In the new heavens and new earth, there 
will be no need of such delegation.  

These two trumpets cannot possibly be the final judgment themselves, 
or even be happening immediately before. The first four trumpet judgments 
are all partial judgments. Only a third of anything is affected. A third of the 
angels become demons. A third of the light is gone. A third of the water 
becomes bitter. Everything continues to be described in thirds. Verse 13 is 



fairly clear that the earth hasn't seen anything yet. The eagle cries out three 
times (coincidence? I think not!), “Woe, woe, woe!” Anytime something is 
repeated three times in Scripture, we know that something extreme is about 
to come within our vision. This announcement of the last three trumpets sets 
them apart from the first four trumpets. We will see that the last three 
trumpets receive far more attention in the text. And they will be directed 
against people, not against the creation.

For the Christian, there is nothing to fear. There is a reason why the 
seven seals come before the seven trumpets: to tell us that our God protects 
us even in the midst of judgment. We will instead marvel at the infinite 
wisdom of our God who can bring good out of evil, and who makes evil 
collapse under its own weight. Truly, we have a God who is the light of the 
world, and who can carry our burdens.   


