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I. Introduction.

II. Jesus heals the leper.  v. 12-13    

A. This man’s condition is desperate – a living death.  v. 12a
1. He is covered with leprosy. 
2. Lepers were regarded as accursed of God. 2 Ki. 5:27 Nu. 12:9-10  2 Chr. 26:16-23
3. The Law is of no help to this man.

a. The Law diagnoses him as unclean and excludes him. Lev. 13:42-46 Num. 5:2-3
b. The Law has a provision for recognizing that a leper has been healed, but

there is no provision in the Law to heal leprosy.  Lev. 14:1-32

B. Our condition (spiritual leprosy) is equally desperate – a living death, under God’s
curse. Eph. 2:1-3  Ro. 7:24 1:18ff   Isa. 1:5-6
1. In our case the corruption is inward and spiritual (not outward/physical).
2. The Law is of no help to us.  Rom. 3:20 8:3-4  Gal. 2:16

C. The leper boldly approaches Jesus. v. 12b  Mark 1:40
1. He is determined to be cleansed of his leprosy.  
2. He humbles Himself, falling on his face before the Lord. 5:8  17:16  Mt. 8:2
3. He believes that Jesus is able to cleanse him.
4. How much does he understand about Jesus? 

D. What the leper does is a picture of how sinners come to Jesus for cleansing.
1. Do you want to be clean?  5:31-32 
2. Humble yourself before the Lord. v. 12 5:8  Acts 4:12  Rom. 10:9
3. Believe that He is able to cleanse you.  1 Tim. 1:12-17  Rom. 4:5  

E. Jesus cleanses the leper.  v. 13
1. How will Jesus respond to such a bold request?  17:12 
2. Jesus has great compassion on those who humbly seek cleansing.  Mark 1:41 
3. Why does Jesus touch the untouchable leper?  7:14,39 18:15 22:51
4. The healing is instantaneous and complete. 
5. He Who is clean cleanses him who was unclean.
6. Contrast Jesus’ healing ministry with so-called healers today.

F. Jesus cleanses us.
1. He has compassion upon filthy sinners.  Ezek. 18:31-32  Mt. 23:37  2 Pe. 3:7
2. Jesus will never turn away those who come to Him for cleansing.   John 6:37       

Mt. 11:28-30
3. Jesus is touched by our infirmities.  Isa. 53:2-6  Rom. 8:3  John 1:14

a. The Son of God entered into our lost condition by becoming one of us. Ro. 8:3
b. One day men will turn their faces away from Him.  Isa. 53:2-3
c. He bears the curse of our iniquities.  Isa. 53:4-6   Gal. 3:13   2 Co. 5:21
d. Jesus reaches out His hand to filthy sinners who seek Him.

4. His work of spiritual cleansing is instantaneous and complete.  1 Jo. 1:7
5. Jesus transforms those whom He cleanses.  Phil. 1:6  2 Cor. 5:17  Rom. 6:11
6. Jesus has compassion upon all the troubles of His people. Heb. 4:14-16



III. Jesus silences, sends and slips away.  v. 14-16

A. Why does Jesus send the former leper to the Priest?  v. 14b
1. Jesus is fulfilling the Law.  17:14 2:21-24  Lev. 14:1-32
2. The Priests should realize that this remarkable healing is a sign that the Messiah

has come. 7:22 4:47 24:47 John 5:39 7:6
3. False religions misuse this text to claim that we need to go to their priests. 1 Ti. 2:5
4. Has the New Testament given us ceremonies by which we commemorate our

cleansing from sin?  Mt. 28:18-20  1 Co. 11:23-26  
5. Application: after you are cleansed you are expected to keep God’s law.  Jo. 14:15  

  1 John 2:3-4  Eph. 2:10  Phil. 2:12

B. Why does Jesus command the healed man not to tell anyone else? v. 14a Mark 1:43-45
1. Jesus does not want a premature crisis.  John 6:15  
2. Mark records that the former leper did not obey Jesus.  Mark 1:45  Pr. 3:5-6
3. This is an example of a command in Scripture which applies to a particular

situation, but we are called to do the opposite in our day.  Acts 1:8 

C. As the news spreads, the crowds press upon Jesus all the more. v. 15,29 6:17 7:11 8:4  

D. Jesus withdraws for private prayer. v. 16  3:31-32 4:42 6:12,28 9:18,28-29                    
1. Ironically, Jesus has to (like a leper) be exiled to desolate places.  Jo. 11:54
2. Though Jesus was very busy with a fruitful ministry, He was diligent about

private prayer. 
3. How much more, then, do we need time alone with God. 
4. Do you know how to pray?  11:2-3  Matthew 6:9-13

a. Adoration.  
b. Confession.  
c. Thanksgiving.
d. Supplication (requests) – spiritual and material.

IV. Hard questions.
A. Do bad things happen to people because of personal sin? 2 Kings 5:27  Num. 12:9-10 

John 9:1ff  2 Tim. 4:20  Phil. 2:26-27  Js. 1:2ff  Job 1-2  Heb. 12:5ff
B. What hope can we offer to those who are suffering? 22:42  John 3:16 6:37  1 Jo.  5:14

1 Pet. 2:24  Rom. 8:18  2 Co. 4:16-18 

V. Concluding applications.
A. Do you want to be cleansed?   
B. Do you share Jesus’ compassion for those who are suffering? 

Discussion questions
1. What did leprosy symbolize in the Old Testament?
2. How does the cleansing of the leper correspond to our spiritual cleansing?
3. How does Jesus differ from modern so-called faith healers?
4. Why does Jesus tell the cured man to go to the priest?
5. Why does Jesus tell the cured man not to tell others about his healing?
6. Why was it important for Jesus to slip away by Himself for prayer?

How does this apply to us?
7. Why does God allow people to suffer?
8. What hope can we offer those who experience terrible pain in this life?
9. How could you use this passage to speak to someone who thinks that he or she is too sinful

for God to save?


