
32:21  

So the present went on over before him, So there was a Jabbok crossing and a Jordan crossing in this story. 

Many think this was a play on words on “Jacob.” Don’t forget this was a potentially huge tangle in the 

wilderness so this is not out of the question that this encounter was of such magnitude that they just named the 

river after the event. but he himself lodged that night in the camp.  

 

32:22  

And he arose that night and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven sons, and crossed 

over the ford of Jabbok. The order of march is spelled out in the next chapter, first few verses. It is rather 

humorous. We hope they don’t all die….but if they do, let’s have a preferred order of death. Leah is going to 

get a very clear signal that she is not the favorite with Leah bringing up the rear.  

Jabbok is probably playing on the name “Jacob.”  

 

32:23-31a 

23 He took them, sent them over the brook, and sent over what he had. 24 Then Jacob was left alone; and 

a Man wrestled Hosea 12 indicates this was “an angel.”
1
 The only reason we know it’s an Angel is because 

Hosea said so. with him until the breaking of day.  

 

25 Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his hip; and the 

socket of Jacob’s hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him. One must wonder what God is teaching 

Jacob in this his second recorded wrestling match (the first of which being with his brother in chapter 26). 

26 And 
x
He said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.” This is a testament to his strength, much like his moving 

the stone on the well in chapter 31. Really, think about how well an infant can grab and grasp another person’s 

foot. Jacob could. 

 

But he said, “I will not let You go So “wrestling” could be simply defined as hanging onto a garment with 

desperation. unless You bless me!” Again, Hosea 12 says he wept as well. Moreover, Hosea 12 says there was 

much “waiting” in this episode. 

This, by the way, is a hint that Jacob knew he was wrestling a heavenly angel. You don’t usually ask an 

adversary to bless you. 
 

27 So He said to him, “What is your name?” He said, “Jacob.” Do you remember Genesis 27, Isaac asked 

him “Who are you,” and Jacob lied. Here is a moment which throws Jacob back to a moment of honesty. It 

seems, then, that this wrestling match serves as a reminder of what it means to cause turmoil in the life of 

another person. Moreover, Jacob thinks that his biggest need here is safety from Esau when it’s really a change 

of heart—from that of a liar and supplanter to that of a favorable man with God (as seen in the new name of the 

next verse).
2
 

 Isn’t this questioning exactly what Jesus did for Peter on that beach in John 21? Perhaps, Peter is 

thinking about his denials and the, humanly speaking, role he had in the death of His friend Jesus. He’s asked 

questions again to provoke a different outcome.  

 

28 And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but 
9
Israel; for you have struggled with God 

and with men, and have prevailed.” Beginning with Esau during their births (Genesis 25). 29
 
Then Jacob 

asked, saying, “Tell me Your name, I pray.” Exodus 6:1-3 tells us that the name of “God” was not known 

until Moses. So if it is the proper name of Creator God that Jacob was seeking, he’s not going to get it. Exodus 

6 tells us his name “Jehovah” was not revealed to anybody before Moses. 

And He said, “Why is it that you ask about My name?” And He blessed him there.  

                                                             
1The same angel he saw in chapter 28 at Bethel.  
x Luke 24:28 
2The clarity of this statement is in thanks to my fellow pastor at Sandy Ridge Baptist Church, Zach Smith.  
9 Lit. Prince with God 



 

30 So Jacob called the name of the place 
1
Peniel: “For I have seen God face to face, Here is the 2

nd
 hint that 

Jacob knew he was wrestling a heavenly agent.  

This has much in common with the naming of the well by Hagar in Genesis 16. They named an 

occurrence with the angel of the LORD after God.  

 

and my life is preserved.” 31 Just as he crossed over 
2
Penuel So he crossed another river or stream or brook.  

Why are these two different spellings? Perhaps one was the spelling at the time of the occurrence and the 

other was the spelling at the time of Moses’ recording.  

 Here is a great picture, by the way, of conversion. Before he crossed over, his name was changed. In 

both cases (“Jacob” and Israel”) he is named after things he actually does/has.  

 

32:31b-32 

the sun rose on him, and he limped on his hip. We find no proof from Scripture that he was ever healed from 

his limping. The next verse shows perpetual testimony that many knew him as the limping man for the rest of 

his life. Do the math, and you will find that he wrestles with God at about 97 years old. He lives another 50 

years with a limp.  32
 
Therefore to this day the children of Israel do not eat the muscle that shrank, which 

is on the hip socket, because He touched the socket of Jacob’s hip in the muscle that shrank. This is, by 

the way, a solid proof that if the angel wanted to hurt Jacob, he could’ve done so. He didn’t need to wrestle with 

Jacob. 
 

Chapter 33 

4 But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. The 

last time Esau weeps is when Jacob rips off his blessings. Here, it is following Jacob’s weeping and begging for 

a blessing from this angel (32:26). God, furthermore, is mending a relationship over which Jacob has no control.  

 

                                                             
1 Lit. Face of God 
2 Lit. Face of God; same as Peniel, v. 30 


