
2099 - PAUL SHIPWRECKED - Acts 27.1-44  
PRELIMS. Paul has been in Caesarea for over 2 years under false 
charges. Felix, Festus, Agrippa, have all examined him and none 
could find any proof of wrongdoing. In fact Agrippa said this man 
might have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar [32]! 
Why such a detailed account of a ship journey in the Bible? Not 
very spiritual? Well God is the Decider of what glorifies Him! 
Remember all of life is His pleasure! There is actually nothing 
‘unspiritual’! Everything is ‘under’ God, and everything has a 
spiritual relevance! There is absolutely nothing that happens on 
earth, that does not have a connection or bearing on some spiritual 
aspect of life which will ultimately bring glory to God. 
We learn a lot from this journey about how God runs the world. It is 
through ‘through trouble and tears’! Narrow escapes and near-death 
experiences are God’s methods of bringing His people forward! 
APP Real life happenings are far more exciting (and authentic) than 
your sci-fi, Star Wars, James Bond ‘make-believe’ films. Real life 
history is excellent entertainment and an education! It can also 
stir-up courage and hope and create vision in the hearts of others! 
Paul’s involvement in this drama is instructive. In this seafaring 
incident, we see clearly, that God is the God of providence! 
1) We Need Companionship! Paul had 3 friends with him here! God 
is a Trinity of Three who have fellowship one with another, and we 
are made in His image – designed for fellowship! The ‘God as One’ 
ideology, is Unitarianism. Paul had Luke the writer and physician! 
Paul had Aristarchus from Thessalonica [2], probably volunteered 
to be his slave! The third ‘friend’ was Julius the Roman centurion! 
He was kind and allowed Paul to go off and see his friends at Sidon! 
For a batchelor, and a man whose teaching was so not only 
controversial, but radical, and a man who did a U-turn if there ever 
was one, its amazing how many friends he actually had! We were 
never meant to be alone. We need other people! APP! 
2) Problems/sufferings Can produce Hope! First, humanly 
speaking, what does a theologian know about the seas/sailing? Well, 



Paul not only had wisdom from the Creator but he had more 
experience of seamanship than anyone else on the ship, so he saw 
opportunities/possibilities - hope! This was his 12th voyage, and 
travelled at least 3,500 miles by sea! But Paul also had his private 
‘hope’ in the promise God made to him about preaching in Rome, but 
he also wrote Rejoice on your sufferings…it produces endurance…
character…hope! Paul had experience of problems. Paul knew how 
to handle/pray and be positive in difficult situations! **A famous 
boxer once said ‘You don’t know anything about boxing until you 
have been knocked down’! You learn a lot from defeat! Getting up 
and carrying on afterwards, introduces new and hidden sources of 
ingenuity/strength/hope! Paul had learnt a lot from his past defeats/
rejections/problems/difficulties! He had a positive attitude! Proverb: 
‘Necessity is the mother of invention’! Biblical principle! 
3) The Real Value of Goods/Blessings! What are the things that are 
really valuable? God can change your circumstances, so that you 
will re-evaluate all you have! Things which you thought were real 
value for money, may become worthless! The equipment necessary 
for sea-travel and safety, which cost a lot, were thrown overboard 
they threw the ship’s tackle overboard! [19] Why? Because their 
circumstances changed and all things considered, even the expensive 
tackle was not that valueable! Their very lives were in danger and 
unless they got rid of the cargo etc, they were likely to be drowned! 
Circumstances were now such that it was a deal worth doing! A glass 
of cold water in the Sahara desert is worth a lot more money than 
when in an igloo! We must learn the true value of things! Millions of 
pounds are worthless facing our Maker!! Earthly things are of no 
value when we come to die! All in all, what is really valuable? 
4) The Mystery of Providence – once again we see that we just 
cannot explain some events in life! Why should Paul have to 
undergo another life-threatening experience? Did he not suffer 
enough? Had Paul sinned to deserve such constant troubles? No! 
What were Paul’s thoughts in [20] all hope of our being saved was 
at last abandoned. After receiving the promise he would preach in 
Rome, even for Paul all hope of being saved was at last abandoned ? 
But more than that, as already noticed, he had written to the Roman 



Xns 3 years before: sufferings produces endurance and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope [R5:4]! Now he 
himself, was not only losing hope, but had lost all hope! Perhaps he 
would go to his own passage of Scripture for encouragement? That 
is not impossible! Paul, like all preachers, was weak and could fall 
into the very pothole he warned others about! Its happened! 
We just do not know what God is up to! I am God and there is none 
like Me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient 
times things not yet done, saying, ‘...I will accomplish all My 
purpose’ [Isa 46:8,9]  Paul was concerned about the Roman Xns – 
would he ever be able to minister to them? But God was concerned 
about those in Malta who Paul never thought about! God may have 
sent this huge storm and all the damage it did, just to save one 
Maltese believer! You can never really fathom out God’s ways! 
We need constant reminders that things happen (big things) only 
because of God’s purpose! This is God’s world and you and I are in 
His hands for His purpose! Nothing else! You and are, as it were, 
pawns on a chess board (in one sense). We are accountable but God 
is Lord. Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are 
accounted as the dust on the scales; behold, He takes up the 
coastlands like fine dust [Isa 40] The Sovereignty of God is 
something that needs to be much more emphasised today than it is - 
even in evangelical circles! It is not just the principle of sovereignty 
that makes things so different, but the nature of the God that is 
sovereign. It is God’s nature, His likes and dislikes and aspirations 
and priorities that makes life full of so many surprising turns! So we 
just do not know what God’s plans are for us - and the world! 
5) Times of crisis are opportunities to hear the comforting voice of 
God! Amidst the raging storm there stood before me an angel of God 
to whom I belong and whom I worship, and He said ‘Do not be 
afraid…’ [23,24] No one else in the boat heard these words – but 
Paul did! It is only those who belong to God and those who worship 
God and are close to God that hear His voice. ‘Hearing’ God’s voice 
does not necessarily mean an audible voice. The voice of the LORD 
breaks the cedars; the voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth 
and strips the forests bare [Psa 29]. It means recognising the way of 



the Lord. Discerning God’s path.  Again the secret of the Lord is with 
those who fear Him…He will show them His covenant. 
When we panic, when we are distressed, when we are upset/angry, 
we are not able to hear God’s voice. God is there with Xns although 
they may be panicking, but they cannot hear Him. If we are filled 
with fear (ie, unbelief) then our ears are directed and open towards 
human solutions and help and whatever sophistries Satan is saying! 
It is those wait upon the Lord that will receive direction and help! 
6) The Role of Responsibility and God’s Sovereignty! Unless these 
men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved [31] along with God’s 
promise! God has ordained the means as well as the end! If God has 
elected you, you will also need to believe/trust in Jesus Christ – or 
you will not be saved – because God has ordained that all who are 
chosen are also chosen through faith in X. If you are ‘elected’ to 
climb Mount Everest, you are also elected to train, practise, struggle, 
sweat, prepare, for all the hardships! You won't  succeed otherwise! 
Those who argue ‘What will be, will be’, ie, ‘If I am elected then I 
do not need to do anything, I will be saved’, need to consider the 
polemics of what that means! Such reasoning is illogical! Eg Would 
you throw yourself in front of a bus, saying ‘Well, if I am not 
ordained to be hit by a bus and be injured, then nothing will happen 
to me, even if  I throw myself under this bus?’ No - because you do 
believe God ordained means as well as the end! Every day we use 
God-appointed means to achieve our purposes! And so the command 
to Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ means you must believe! 
7) The Importance of Employing the Means! Just imagine, a non-
swimmer on Paul’s boat (must have some!), climbing over the 
slippery edge of the ship, into the freezing water to leap onto, and to 
grasp a plank of wood in hope of drifting towards the shore!! His 
desperation to be saved strengthened him to employ the means! 
Many do not succeed because they are not desperate enough! 
APP If you use the means you will succeed - even in secular things! 
Use the means and you will succeed! Study and you’ll pass your 
exams. Train and you’ll play for Scotland! Seek the Lord and you 
will find Him! But - how desperate are you? To be saved? 


