
 
Peter’s Exhortation to the Elders  

1 Peter 5: 1-4 (Part III) 

• Last week: Gospel motivation: 1) witnesses of Christ 2) Partakers of His glory 

• Vs 2a “Shepherd the flock of God among you”: guard/ nurture God’s sheep 

• Vs 2b-4. Gospel diagnostic: does the elders heart beat like the chief shepherd’s? 

I. Shepherd God’s Flock in God’s Way (vv.2b, 3) 

• The Holy Spirit: placed undershepherds to oversee Christ’s flock (Acts 20: 28) 

• God’s great concern is the heart with which his shepherds care for His sheep. 

• Elders are to be holy & humble in their conduct as was their Lord (Mk 10:42) 

• 3 characteristics: Gospel hearted elder contrasted with motives of a hireling 

1) NOT UNDER COMPULSION BUT VOLUNTARLY/ WILLINGLY(5:2b) 

••••    God does not want reluctant unwilling shepherds to care for His people  

••••    “compulsion”: negative Peter uses “without God given motivation” (2 Cor 9:7) 

••••    Christ’s undershepherd shepherds “freely” “willingly” “voluntarily” (Eph 5:2) 

••••    “As God would have you” literally “according to God” (Heb 12:2 “Christ’s joy”) 

2) NOT FOR MONEY, BUT WITH EAGERNESS (5:2b) 

••••    “not for shameful gain” the spirit of the hireling “sordid gain” (Titus 1:7) 

••••    Peter contrasts the right spirit “with eagerness” readily; zealously; voluntarily  

••••    Paul refers to this heart as one who “aspires to the task” (1 Tim 3:1) 

3) NOT AS AUTOCRATIC LEADERS, BUT EXAMPLES (5:3) 

• Third verb “domineering”, “lording it over” subtle & wide spread temptation  

• It is the abuse of authority, desire for power and control of the flock of God  

• It describes an authoritarian or autocratic attitude, Ezekiel’s charge (Ezek 34:4) 

• Jesus expressively forbids such a heart in serving Him (Mk 10:42; 3Jhn 9.10) 

• “those in your charge” (v.3) elders have authority but the sheep are God’s sheep  

II. The Future Reward of Christ’s Undershepherds (5:4)  

• “Chief Shepherd appears” one flock & one shepherd returns & reward the faithful  

• He calls His sheep by name & will take them to be with Him forever (Rev.7:17) 

• Eyes on the Chief Shepherd: elders work is enhanced & His return is personal 


