
Take the Christian Test 

2 Corinthians 12:20 – 13:9 
 

 

 Do you experience chronic conflict? (20:20) 

 Bickering and battling 

 Envy and resentment 

 Losing it, blowing up 

 Look at me, getting ahead, one-up 

 Accusing one person to another person 

 Spreading hurtful information 

 Self-importance 

 Disrupting unity, resisting authority. 

 

 Are you sexually impure? (12:21) 

 Habitual acts 

 Uncontrolled desire 

 

 What is your response when you are challenged?  (13:1-4) 

 

 What is your basic principle of life? (13:5) 

Works or grace 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 

God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Seen or unseen 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen 

(Hebrews 11:1).  

Self-will or submission 

And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in 

Jerusalem greatly; and a great company 

of the priests were obedient to the faith 

(Acts 6:7).  

 

 Is Jesus Christ in you? (13:5) 

• Galatians 2:20   

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 

loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 

The wonderful thing is 

 

 It is possible to know if you are a Christian. 

This is not something beyond possibility.  You can know that you are a Christian.  If you 

are a Christian then you know it and these will help confirm it for you.  My burden is not 



to raise doubts unnecessarily but to plead with you to be sure.  If you have a question 

about it, I can’t tell you that you are saved or not.  However, I can take you to Truth and 

concrete, definite statements from God that will help you either to be sure or to make 

sure.  I hope you will 

 It is possible to be restored to unity and harmony. 

We recognize that Christians do fail, Christians do fall.  Christians are weak; Christians 

struggle.  Note again 2 Corinthians 13:9 “… and this also we wish, even your perfection.”  

He was not talking about being sinless.  This word perfection means to be restored.  It 

was used of mending torn fishing nets; it was used of setting and the healing of broken 

bones; it was used of refitting and refinishing worn ships returning from months at sea.  

This is what God does for us – He restores us.  He wants to restore you.  He wants to 

restore the unity and harmony in your life.  If you are having a problem with conflict, He 

wants to help you resolve those issues as much as within your power.  If there is division 

in this body or in your family, He wants to bring that back together because it is possible 

to do that. 

 It is possible to be restored to wholeness and usefulness. 

If there are problems with impurity, other sins which have defiled your life, He can 

cleanse you and make you whole and bring you back and put you to work and see you 

bear fruit for Him. 

 


