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James 2:14-26 14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath 
faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, 
and destitute of daily food, 16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are 
needful to the body; what doth it profit? 17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is 
dead, being alone. 18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 19 Thou 
believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble. 20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 21 
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son 
upon the altar? 22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was 
faith made perfect? 23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called 
the Friend of God. 24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by 
faith only. 25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she 
had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26 For as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. !
Faith is interdependent upon works and works are interdependent upon faith. Grace is 
the glue holding faith and works together. Grace is the underlying cause of faith and 
works. Neither faith nor works without grace can save in any way. !

Hebrews 11:1-2 1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen. 2  For by it the elders obtained a good report. !
Ephesians 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. !

The works of mankind are either good or bad. Good works come from God and are for 
his glory. Bad (evil or dead) works come from the flesh. !

Matthew 5:14-16 14  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot 
be hid. 15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; 
and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16  Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. !
John 7:1-9 1  After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in 
Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him. 2  Now the Jews' feast of tabernacles was at 
hand. 3  His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judæa, that 
thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. 4  For there is no man that doeth 
any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these 
things, shew thyself to the world. 5  For neither did his brethren believe in him. 6  
Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come: but your time is alway ready. 7  
The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works 
thereof are evil. 8  Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this feast; for my time 
is not yet full come. 9  When he had said these words unto them, he abode still in 
Galilee. ! !
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John Gill on John 7:7 “even those works of it (the world), which were reckoned 
good works; Christ bore his testimony of these, that they were evil; being done either not 
according to the command of God, but the traditions of the elders; or not from a right 
principle, as of faith and love, nor to a right end, as the glory of God; but 
only to be seen of men: and very severely did he inveigh against the pride, 
covetousness, hypocrisy, and uncleanness of the Scribes and Pharisees: and so he 
continued to do, and this drew upon him their hatred and ill will” !
Hebrews 6:1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on 
unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, 
and of faith toward God, !
Hebrews 9:14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God? !

17-20 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, 
Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will 
shew thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest 
well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that 
faith without works is dead? !
James emphasizes that an individual who has faith without works is no better than the 
evil spirits, such as those who Jesus encountered. !

Luke 4:33-34 33  And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an 
unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, 34  Saying, Let us alone; what have we to 
do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee 
who thou art; the Holy One of God. !

Unlike the devils, God’s children are created to do good works and therefore they will do 
them because they are ordained to them. !

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. !

There are two factors that enable us to produce fruit (or good works) after our 
regeneration.  !
First, there is the sanctifying work of the Holy Ghost which enables us to grow in grace. !

Galatians 5:22-25 22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, 23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 24  
And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25  If we 
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. !

Second, there is the equipping work of the scripture which prepares us to do good 
works. !
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2 Timothy 3:16-17 16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17  
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.  !

With both factors working in our lives, we should therefore walk in the Spirit walk in the 
good works which God has ordained for us, all being done for the glory of God. !

2 Peter 3:18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. !

James gives two examples: Abraham and Rahab. !
21-23 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac 
his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works 
was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called 
the Friend of God. !

Genesis 22:6-19 6  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it 
upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both 
of them together. 7  And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: 
and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8  And Abraham said, My son, God 
will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them 
together. 9  And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built 
an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the 
altar upon the wood. 10  And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to 
slay his son. 11  And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, 
Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12  And he said, Lay not thine hand upon 
the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, 
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 13  And 
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a 
thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him 
up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. !
Isaiah 41:8 But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of 
Abraham my friend. !
Hebrews 11:17-19 17  By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and 
he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18  Of whom it was 
said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19  Accounting that God was able to 
raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure. !

Faith or works alone are imperfect, but together are perfect. !
24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. !

Strong on “justified” to render (that is show or regard as) just or innocent” !
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There is justification before God and justification before men. The examples given here 
are examples of justification before men. !

Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. !
Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be 
justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified. !
John Gill on James 2:24 “Not as causes procuring his justification, but as 
effects declaring it; for the best works are imperfect, and cannot be a righteousness 
justifying in the sight of God, and are unprofitable in this respect; for when they are 
performed in the best manner, they are no other than what it is a man's duty to perform, 
and therefore cannot justify from sin he has committed: and besides, 
justification in this sense would frustrate the grace of God, make void the 
death of Christ, and encourage boasting in men. Good works do not go before 
justification as causes or conditions, but follow it as fruits and effects.” !

25-26 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had 
received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? For as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. !

Joshua 2:8-14 8  And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the 
roof; 9  And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the 
land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint 
because of you. 10  For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea 
for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, 
that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. 11  And as 
soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any 
more courage in any man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in 
heaven above, and in earth beneath. 12  Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto 
me by the LORD, since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also shew kindness 
unto my father's house, and give me a true token: 13  And that ye will save alive my 
father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, and 
deliver our lives from death. 14  And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter 
not this our business. And it shall be, when the LORD hath given us the land, that we 
will deal kindly and truly with thee. !
Joshua 6:25 And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father's 
household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. !
Hebrews 11:31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed 
not, when she had received the spies with peace. !

The work of Abraham was obedience to God’s commands. The work of Rahab was 
benevolence toward God’s children. Both demonstrate faith given to them by the grace 
of God by their works which are proof of their righteousness (justification before man).
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