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 Consistent with the overall emphasis of the night visions, Yahweh’s word to 

Zerubbabel climaxed with the affirmation that His house would indeed be built. 

And its completion was assured by the fact it was His work: Zechariah and the 

exiles with him were preparing, moving and setting the stones, but the Lord’s 

purpose and power by His Spirit ensured the success of their labors. Thus, the 

setting of the final stone would provoke shouts of praise to Yahweh in recognition 

that His house was the fruit of His favor – His “grace,’ not in the salvific sense, 

but in the sense of His devoted favor and faithful, watchful care and provision. 

 

b. Zechariah had inquired into the meaning of the vision before him and the angel 

responded by declaring Yahweh’s word to Zerubbabel. Now the Lord had a word 

for Zechariah himself (4:8-10). This was the Lord’s word to the prophet (possibly 

spoken by the angel), but the implication was that this message was ultimately for 

the people he served as God’s prophet (just as he was to take to Zerubbabel the 

Lord’s word to him). This is evident from the fact that this utterance enlarged 

upon the angel’s previous word – a word which pertained to the temple-building 

project which the whole community of recovered exiles was engaged in. 

 

 Through His angel, the Lord’s word to Zerubbabel was that His sanctuary would 

surely be constructed – not by human might or power, but by His Spirit. And for 

that reason, Zechariah was to have full assurance – and confirm to those Jews 

with him in Judea – that their labors were not in vain: Yahweh’s Spirit was 

striving with them (cf. again Haggai 2:4-5) so that the work Zerubbabel had 

begun would come to full fruition. And when that day came, Zechariah would 

know for certain (“you – Zechariah – will know…”) that the visionary episode he 

was experiencing was the Lord’s revelation to him as His chosen prophet. 

Yahweh had indeed sent His angel on behalf of the remnant of His people (“the 

Lord of hosts has sent me to you – the exiles of Israel”) to reaffirm His word of 

promise regarding His sanctuary; one day they would know that for certain (4:9). 

 

c. Opposition, difficulty and discouragement had plagued the people since they 

commenced the task of rebuilding the temple. Now, after a decade or so of 

inactivity, they’d reengaged the work in earnest through the encouragement of 

Yahweh’s prophets Haggai and Zechariah. They were committed to their task, but 

not enthusiastically; the work moved slowly and the fruit of their labors appeared 

to them unimpressive. From their vantage point, this was a “day of small things”; 

what they’d accomplished seemed fit to be despised and derided more than 

lauded. This was the backdrop for the Lord’s word to His prophet (4:10). 

 

 It was undoubtedly the case that at least some among the exiles were regarding 

the present state of their labors as a “small (insignificant) thing” since they’d not 

accomplished much beyond the laying of the foundation (cf. Haggai 2:1-3). But 

they’d have likely also attached this sentiment to what they expected to achieve: 

Even when their work of building was complete, surely no one expected this new 

sanctuary to rival the grandeur and glory of Solomon’s temple. This tiny remnant 

had neither the resources nor manpower to accomplish what Solomon had.  
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 On both counts, then, these Jews would have assessed their building project as a 

“day of insignificant things.” But while their dispirited sentiments were focused 

on the physical sanctuary they were constructing, Yahweh’s word to Zechariah 

reached beyond that immediate concern to His larger purpose for it. He intended 

to encourage them in their labors, but by reminding them that their work had 

significance beyond the task at hand: The sanctuary they were building was 

critical to their Lord’s return, but not in the way they imagined. 

  

Yahweh confronted Zechariah (and, through him, the exiles with him) with the 

issue of “despising the day of small things,” but He did so with a question that 

was more rhetorical than inquisitive. That is, its intent was to make a point rather 

obtain an answer to a question.  

 

- The angel wasn’t asking Zechariah if there were individuals among the 

people who were despising the humble beginning and present state of the 

rebuilding project (which undoubtedly there were).  

 

- Instead, he was noting by means of his question that no one, thinking 

rightly, despises the “day of small things” because he understands that 

every accomplishment and attainment – even the most magnificent of 

them – has a small and unimpressive beginning.  

 

The principle of “small beginnings” is self-evident; thus the Lord’s rhetorical 

question anticipated a negative response and may be rephrased as follows: “Is 

there anyone who despises the day of insignificant things? Surely not.” Indeed, 

life in this world teaches us that what meets the eye at the outset quite often belies 

the greatness of the final outcome. It’s true that an unimpressive beginning may 

preface an unimpressive outcome, but even the greatest and most stupendous 

outcome also begins with a “day of small things.”  

 

- The most awe-inspiring architectural achievements begin with nothing 

more than a hole in the ground; so the formation of a human being – the 

most amazing of creatures – has its genesis in an invisible, single cell.  

 

- So it was with Yahweh’s plan for His sanctuary. What presently met the 

builders’ eyes was painfully unimpressive, especially the eyes of those old 

enough to remember Solomon’s temple. But that same sentiment would 

continue even after the work was complete. In comparison with its 

predecessor, the second temple was going to be anything but glorious. 

 

 Nevertheless, Yahweh had appointed a glory for this latter sanctuary that 

would transcend the glory of Solomon’s temple. But the glory and 

surpassing greatness of this sanctuary was not to reside in the physical 

structure itself, but in the crucial role Yahweh had appointed it to play in 

the realization of His final sanctuary – the true and enduring sanctuary 

that the Branch of David was going to build (ref. Haggai 2:1-9). 
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The Lord declared to His prophet that the outcome ordained to follow “the day of 

small things” was so astoundingly great and glorious that it would solicit exultant 

joy. Some English versions ascribe this joy to the builders (KJV, ESV, NAB, 

NIV); others ascribe it to Yahweh Himself (NKJV, ASV, NAS). Given the 

reference to the Lord’s scrutinizing eyes and His jealous concern for His house 

and its completion, the latter interpretation seems to better fit the context.  

 

d. Assuming, then, that this joy is the Lord’s, it’s noteworthy that it is expressed in 

connection with the all-seeing gaze of His seven eyes – His eyes that “range to 

and fro throughout the earth.” This is an important metaphor, for Yahweh’s 

“seven eyes” symbolize the comprehensiveness of His gaze and the completeness 

and perfection of His assessment. The Lord’s word to Zechariah was that He was 

going to rejoice in the day when Zerubbabel, having laid the top stone, measured 

and established the “trueness” of the sanctuary (expressed by the image of the 

plumb line). Zechariah needed to be assured – and assure those with him – that 

Zerubbabel would indeed complete his task; more importantly, his work would 

withstand the scrutiny of the plumb line and the Lord of the sanctuary: In that 

day, Zerubbabel’s own hand would confirm the trueness of the house he’d built 

and Yahweh would also join His “amen” to that assessment by rejoicing over it to 

shouts of exultant praise for His effectual favor toward it (ref. again 4:7). 

 

 If the angel’s word to Zerubbabel didn’t make clear that the vision looked beyond 

the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem, Yahweh’s declaration certainly did.    

 

- First of all, the completion of the temple didn’t provoke the Lord’s 

exultation. Indeed, He didn’t even return to that sanctuary; how, then, 

could it be said that His eyes looked upon it with rejoicing?  

 

- But the image of Yahweh’s seven eyes also suggests a concern beyond the 

Jerusalem temple. For the angel described these eyes as “ranging to and 

fro throughout the earth.” Again, the number seven indicates the 

exhaustive perfection of the Lord’s gaze, but the further description 

highlights its universal purview. The suggestion, then, is this: Yahweh’s 

eyes – which lead Him to rejoice when they behold the perfect trueness of 

His sanctuary – are the eyes which are set upon the whole earth. 

 

 The implication which follows is that the Lord’s exultation in beholding 

the sanctuary built by Zerubbabel, the ruling son of David, has its ground 

in His concern for – and the sanctuary’s relevance to – the entire world of 

men (cf. 1 Kings 8:41-43; Isaiah 56:1-8). The eyes which are set upon the 

whole earth are the same eyes that gaze with joy upon the perfection of 

Zerubbabel’s work. The full significance of this may not yet be evident, 

but Zechariah’s larger prophecy will make it so (ref. 2:10-11, 6:12-15). 

 

- Finally, the fact that Zerubbabel’s temple would not possess the perfection 

highlighted in the vision shows that the vision’s concern lay beyond it. 


