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Romans 9:3 (NKJV) “For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the 
flesh”. 
 
 
Acts 20:31 (NKJV) “Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with 
tears.” 
 
 
Galatians 4:19 (ESV) “my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you!” 
 
 
I.       Paul’s Reception of the Gospel (vv. 10-17) 
 
 

A. Paul Made His Choice (v. 10) 
 

God pleasers understand that if you please God, it doesn’t matter who you displease, and if you displease God it 
doesn’t matter who you please. 
 
 
Proverbs 29:25 (NKJV) “The fear of man brings a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe.” 
 
 
1 Corinthians 9:22 (NKJV) “to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all 
men, that I might by all means save some.” 
 
 
2 Corinthians 5:9 (NASB) “Therefore we also have as our ambition … to be pleasing to Him.” 

 
 
 

B. Paul Makes His Claim (vv. 11-12) 
 
 
 

Matthew 5:3 (NKJV) "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
 
 
 
“I want you to understand that the strength of my convictions is rooted in the source of my message. Let me explain. 
No man in his wildest dreams would invent something as good as the gospel. I learned it, not from a rabbi or at a 
seminary, but from the Master Himself. I remember my introduction to it like it was yesterday because, for me, 
meeting Jesus Christ was an apocalyptic experience. And I suppose that nothing less would have changed my 
course.”                                                                                                                                                    - Sandy Gregory 

 
 
 



C. Paul Recounts His Conversion (vv. 13-16a) 
 

1. Paul Was a Religious Man (vv. 13-14) 
 

Philippians 3:4-8 (HCSB) “ although I once had confidence in the flesh too. If anyone else thinks he has 
grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised the eighth day; of the nation of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, persecuting the church; 
as to the righteousness that is in the law, blameless. 7 But everything that was a gain to me, I have 
considered to be a loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I also consider everything to be a loss in view of 
the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of Him I have suffered the loss of all things 
and consider them filth, so that I may gain Christ”. 

 
 

2. Paul Became a Regenerated Man (vv. 15-16a) 
 

Jonah 2:9b (NKJV) “Salvation is of the Lord." 
 
Acts 26:19b (NKJV) "I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision”. 
 
Galatians 2:20a (NKJV) “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me…”  

 
D. Paul Reports His Concealment (vv. 16b-17) 
 

Acts 9:25-26 (NKJV) “25 Then the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall in a large basket. 26 

And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not 
believe that he was a disciple.” 

 
 
II.      Paul’s Reputation in the Gospel (vv. 18-24) 
 

Galatians 1:18 (ESV) “Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days.” 
 
Galatians 1:23-24 (ESV) “23 They only were hearing it said, ‘He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he 
once tried to destroy.’ 24 And they glorified God because of me.” 
 

  
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 5-4-14 AM 

“A TESTIMONY OF GOD’S AMAZING GRACE” 

GALATIANS 1:10-24 

#2 in Series “Living with Roots” 

 

   Sometimes I fear that people have a false view of the Apostle Paul. I am convinced that next to Christ 

Himself, Paul was possibly the most loving and compassionate man who ever lived. In Romans 9:3 he 

speaks of his deep burden for his people, the Jews. He says that if his being cut off from God’s salvation 

could save them, he would be willing to be cut off. Looking back on his 3 years spent at Ephesus, he says 

to the Ephesian Elders in Acts 20:31 (NKJV) “Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did 

not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.” We see Paul’s tenderness of heart a little later in 

Galatians when he says in Galatians 4:19 (ESV) “my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish 

of childbirth until Christ is formed in you!” Yet, this loving compassionate man got righteously angry 

when anyone tried to tamper with the Gospel. If we get the Gospel wrong, it doesn’t really matter how 

many other things we get right, people are lost. As we will see as we go through this book, Paul says 

some very harsh things to the false teachers in Galatia who were perverting the Gospel of grace. He also 



has some rather harsh things to say to the Galatians who were turning away from the Gospel to trusting in 

the works of the law. In fact, later in the book we will find Paul sternly rebuking the Apostle Peter 

because of some compromises he was making that could have distorted the Gospel. Paul was a 

compassionate man who passionately defended the Gospel. 

   Allow me to review what motivated Paul to write this letter that talks about living with roots – roots like 

grace, our identification with Christ, and a Spirit filled life. Paul had started several churches in the region 

of Galatia on his first missionary journey. He set them on a solid foundation of salvation by grace alone 

through faith alone in Christ alone and then appointed Elders and went on to plant other churches. But 

after a while, some Jews from Jerusalem, called Judaizers, came to the churches, and started stirring up all 

kinds of turmoil. These false teachers claimed to accept Jesus as the Messiah and recognized some merit 

to the cross on which He died, but they taught that to become a disciple of Christ one had to become a 

Jew through circumcision and then keep the law. In other words, they taught that salvation was a mixture 

of law and grace. That gets Paul gets HOT! 

   There are some people today who believe that preachers of the Gospel should be positive and not be 

negative about those who teach error. These same people don’t believe that a Bible teacher or preacher 

should ever name names of false teachers who lead God’s people astray. I was thinking back over the 

years about a few times that I have been criticized for saying a false teacher’s name from the pulpit. The 

Bible reserves some of its harshest language for false teachers. For further reference read Galatians, 2 

Peter, and Jude. If false teaching, especially in the fundamentals of the faith (like the nature of the Gospel) 

is not dealt with clearly, it can have devastating results on God’s people. Names need to be named!  

   In the churches of Galatia, the false teachers were gaining a hearing by undermining Paul’s authority 

and seeking to discredit his credentials as a true Apostle. Paul is not defending himself because his ego is 

bruised. He defends himself because if he is discredited, then his message, the true Gospel, is discredited. 

If the messenger cannot be trusted, then his message is suspect. In today’s text, he is establishing his 

authority through the sharing of his testimony of his call to be an Apostle and how he received the Gospel 

he proclaimed.  

 

I.       Paul’s Reception of the Gospel (V10-17) 

   In these verses, Paul answers the accusations of his critics and shares how he received the Gospel he 

proclaims. 

A.   Paul Made His Choice (V10) 

   The Judaizers were accusing Paul of being a man pleaser by teaching that those who would come to 

Christ do not have to be circumcised or keep the Jewish ceremonial laws. They were saying that there is 

too much grace in Paul’s Gospel. They taught that salvation comes by grace, but not grace alone. 

Salvation was by grace plus our works. That is the message of most every cult and false church. True 

biblical grace is always scandalous to the world. In verse 10 Paul answers the accusation that he is a 

people pleaser. All of us are tempted to be people pleasers. What does a people pleaser look like? How is 

a people pleaser different from a God pleaser? People pleasers have a fear of man; God pleasers have a 

fear of God. People pleasers are anxious for and motivated by receiving the approval of other people and 

they are distraught when they don’t get it. God pleasers rest in the acceptance that is theirs in Christ 

(Ephesians 1:6), and are motivated to receive God’s approval in all they do, motivated by their love for 

this One who has accepted them in Christ the Beloved. God pleasers understand that if you please God, it 

doesn’t matter who you displease, and if you displease God it doesn’t matter who you please. The Bible 

calls us to fear God. That is not just being afraid of God’s disapproval; it includes being filled with awe 

and wonder of Him and being attracted to His greatness. The opposite of the fear of God is the fear of 

man. Proverbs 29:25 (NKJV) “The fear of man brings a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord shall be 

safe.” The word “snare” refers to a trap that was used to catch animals. The fear of man sets a trap to 

captivate us. Basically, the fear of man elevates individuals or groups of people above God. That’s 

serious! There are several examples of the fear of man in Scripture. Israel’s first king, Saul disobeyed 

God’s command in relation to the Amalekites in 1 Samuel 15:24 because he feared pubic opinion. 



Samson gave in to Delilah’s pleadings to reveal the source of his strength in Judges 16 because he feared 

losing her sexual favors more than he feared God. Oh, the trap we are captured in when we fear man.  

   Paul gives the evidence in verse 10 that this accusation that he feared man was a false accusation. The 

word translated “for” in verse 10 can be translated “there” or “there then”. He is referring back to what he 

has just said. In verses 8 and 9 where he called twice for those who changed the Gospel he preached to be 

accursed – eternally condemned. “There now, does that sound like the language of a people pleaser?” If 

you live for the favor of men, you don’t call a group of men accursed, anathema. Devoted to destruction! 

In verse 10, Paul seems to be admitting that before he came to Christ, he indeed was a people pleaser. 

When he was a Pharisee and quickly advancing in Judaism, he did everything he could to keep up 

appearances. Now, as a new creation in Christ he is a slave of Jesus Christ and pleasing Christ, his master 

is all that counts. It is likely that Paul was accused of inconsistency. After all, he said in 1 Corinthians 

9:22 (NKJV) “to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all 

men, that I might by all means save some.” When Paul spoke like this, he was seeking to persuade men, 

not to please them. There was no inconsistency.  

   When Verdi produced his first opera in Florence, it is said that he stood by himself and kept his eye on 

the face of one person in the audience – the great Rossini. It mattered not to Verdi whether the people in 

the audience were cheering or jeering him; all he wanted was the smile from the master musician. So it 

was with Paul. He knew what it was to suffer at the hand of men for their disapproval of the Gospel, but 

that didn’t move him at all. His desire was summarized in 2 Corinthians 5:9 (NASB) Therefore we also 

have as our ambition … to be pleasing to Him.” 

   Have you made that once for all choice to please God whoever you might displease in doing so?  

B.   Paul Makes His Claim (V11-12) 

   Before the episode on the road to Damascus, Paul believed that Jesus was a blasphemer and no doubt 

agreed with crucifying him. Now, Paul has been liberated by the amazing grace of God. The Gospel of 

grace that he now proclaimed could have come from no one other than God. No man could have come up 

with the glorious Gospel of grace. Here is why. Natural man is motivated and controlled by pride. Grace 

is anti-pride. Man’s “gospel” would always be built on our own works and deserving to some extent. 

Think about who we honor. We honor the men or women who pull themselves up by their own 

bootstraps. We honor grit and determination and endurance that continues until the goals are reached. I’m 

not saying that is wrong; it is wrong only when we begin applying that self effort to our reconciliation 

with God. The motivational speaker says, “You have the capacity within you to accomplish anything you 

believe you can. What you conceive and believe, you can achieve”. The Gospel that Paul proclaimed 

builds on Jesus teaching on the Sermon on the Mount – Matthew 5:3 (NKJV) "Blessed are the poor in 

spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Literally, Jesus is saying that the ones He will bless are those 

who confess that they are spiritually bankrupt and come to Him with empty hand knowing that without 

Him we can do absolutely nothing. That is not the message that the world wants to hear. The proud 

Pharisee Saul of Tarsus would never have accepted a Gospel like that from any man! Never! Oh how 

amazing is this pure grace of God! It is the free, totally unmerited favor of God, that is so powerful in its 

working in the mind and heart as it transforms lives. This Gospel of grace changes us at the core of our 

being and there is no clearer example of that than the Apostle Paul! There is no one so good that they 

don’t need this Gospel of grace and there is no one so bad that the grace of God cannot reach down to 

them and transform them.  

   Paul claims that the Gospel he proclaimed came not from man, but directly from Jesus Christ. 

C.   Paul Recounts His Conversion (V13-16a) 

   As stated earlier, Paul delighted in sharing his testimony because it glorified God and especially the 

grace of God. Our individual lives ought to be the best evidence for the changing power of the Gospel of 

grace. Would anybody you work with, go to school with, live close to, or do business with be surprised to 

know that you claim to be a Christian?  

1.   Paul Was a Religious Man (V13-14) 



   When we teach people how to share their testimony, we tell them to start with their life before Christ. 

That is what Paul is doing here. The pre-conversion Paul could be described and “Captain Israel”! If 

religion could have saved anyone then Paul could have been saved through his practice of religion. The 

fact that Paul could not be saved by his religion tells us that no one can. We find the clearest description 

of pre-conversion Paul in Philippians 3:4-8 (HCSB) “
4 

although I once had confidence in the flesh too. If 

anyone else thinks he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
5 

circumcised the eighth day; 

of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 
6 

as 

to zeal, persecuting the church; as to the righteousness that is in the law, blameless. 
7 

But everything that 

was a gain to me, I have considered to be a loss because of Christ. 
8 

More than that, I also consider 

everything to be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of Him 

I have suffered the loss of all things and consider them filth, so that I may gain Christ”. No one could 

“out-religion” pre-conversion Paul! Yet he said that all the stuff that he trusted in was like filth (other 

translations say “rubbish”, “Refuse”, or “dung”). Paul was so much into religion that he was the 

accredited agent of the Jewish Sanhedrin (high court) to find and punish followers of Jesus Christ. The 

Pharisees were known as the most religious of the Jews. They tried to keep all of the minute rules that 

man had added to the Law of God. But Paul, “Captain Israel” was miserable and lost. That is the outcome 

of all of man’s religions. Before coming to Christ on the Damascus Road, Paul spent his life climbing the 

ladder of religion only to discover that his ladder was leaning against the wrong wall. 

2.   Paul Became a Regenerated Man (V15-16a) 

   Oh the power of God seen in the conversion of Paul! If we were choosing a person to take the Gospel of 

grace primarily to the Gentiles, this would have been the last man on planet earth that we would have 

chosen. Paul hated Jesus and he hated all Gentiles. His conversion was more amazing than if Osama Bin 

Laden had come to Christ (before the Navy Seals got to him) and had become an evangelist for the 

Gospel.  

   Whenever Paul spoke of his salvation, it was always with the emphasis that God did the work and God 

did it by grace. Looking back, Paul realized that God had called Paul to Himself even before he was born. 

Why did the Lord set Paul apart to this work when He called him before he was even born? Was it 

because the Lord saw potential in Paul? Was it because of anything special in Paul? No, the only 

explanation was that “it pleased God”. In one sense, what God did to and for Paul is not unique. This is 

the storyline for every person that is saved. While every person’s story is different in the details, the story 

line is basically the same. God was pleased to choose you and called you to Himself. He opened your eyes 

that you might see your sin and need and he showed you Jesus. When you received Him, God gave you a 

place of service. Jonah 2:9b (NKJV) “Salvation is of the Lord." Does that mean that Paul and every 

saved person is like a robot that has everything programmed and pre-set? No, Paul testified in Acts 

26:19b (NKJV) as a part of his testimony "I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision”. God chose Paul 

and called Paul to Himself, but Paul was responsible to respond in faith to the working of God in his life.  

   Notice why God chose and called Paul unto Himself. In verse 16, he said that it was “to reveal His Son 

in me”. The preposition “in” can have the sense of “through” me. The Father reveals His Son in us that as 

we allow Him to be our life, He is revealed through us. Our lives put Him on display. That’s why Paul 

says in Galatians 2:20a (NKJV) “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me…” As He lives in us and as we surrender to Him, His life is manifested through us for the 

world to see.   

Oh, the amazing and powerful grace of God that takes a man intent on destroying the church and uses him 

more than anyone in history to build the church he sought to destroy.  

D.   Paul Reports His Concealment (V16b-17) 

   Shortly after his salvation, God sent Paul to “The Seminary in the Desert”. It seems this took place 

between Acts 9:25-26 (NKJV) “
25 

Then the disciples took him by night and let him down through the 

wall in a large basket [This is evidently when he went into the desert]. 
26 

And when Saul had come to 

Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a 

disciple.” There would be no mixture with the distorted Judaism of Paul’s day. The Gospel that he 



received would be pure from distortion. He would get it from none of the other Apostles, but from God 

Himself. The Gospel Paul received was the Gospel that the Old Testament had prepared the way for – the 

Gospel of grace.  

 

II.      Paul’s Reputation in the Gospel (V18-24) 

   After the 3 years in Damascus and the desert Paul goes to Jerusalem to meet Peter who was considered 

the leader of the Apostles. Galatians 1:18 (ESV) “Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit 

Cephas [Peter] and remained with him fifteen days.” Paul makes it clear that he did not go to learn his 

Gospel from Peter, but to visit with him. I think some sanctified imagination is in order here. Can you 

imagine what they talked about? I feel certain that Paul, who had seen the resurrected Christ wanted to 

know what He was like in those 3 years that the Apostles walked with Him. This 15 days would also have 

been a time to get to know Peter and James, the Lord’s brother. It is interesting that Paul left Jerusalem a 

persecuting rabbi and came back as a persecuted Christian. Oh the amazing grace of God!  

   As Paul gives testimony to his travels with the Gospel, he tells how God’s amazing grace was magnified 

through Him. Galatians 1:23-24 (ESV) “
23 

They only were hearing it said, ‘He who used to persecute us 

is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.’ 
24 

And they glorified God because of me.” 

CONCLUSION 

   I hope this message has stirred in your heart the power of God’s grace to transform lives. Do you long 

for others to glorify God because of you? 


