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Intro:

Main Point of Text: Paul implores the Corinthians to flee idolatrous temple feasts where demons
dwell to be able to have real and vital communion with Jesus Christ and His people at the Lord’s Supper.

Main Application of Text (Sermon Point): To flee idolatry, feast together with Christ.

Move 1: Paul warns that idolatry was a constant plague upon Israel.
Vs. 14. Greek “therefore” is an emphatic resolve following an argument to do or not do something.
What is “Therefore’s” referent? Vs. 1 – 13: Corinthians are warned to flee idolatry, because it has
plagued God’s people through all its history. Vs. 12 Warns we are not above such a quick downfall.

Move 2: So Paul warns the Corinthians that attending pagan temple feasts is similarly
dangerous idolatry – because it is in the presence of demons!

This warning is part of a larger argument from chapter 8 through 10,  the concern is that of eating
leftover meat that had been offered in pagan temple sacrifices. Paul emphasizes that food and idols
are nothing. And that they could eat the meat outside the temple so long as it doesn’t offend their
brother’s conscience.  But that’s OUTSIDE the temple: verse 20.

Move 3: And he bases his argument on God’s presence in the Old Testament as the
Host of His Temple Feasts.

Vs. 18. In Leviticus, there are various commands for the priests to eat whatever is left from the
offerings. And there ye shall eat before the LORD your God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto,
ye and your households, wherein the LORD thy God hath blessed thee. (Deuteronomy 12:7). Paul warns of
demonic presence in pagan temple feasts by way of this OT parallel.

Move 4: Paul also bases his argument on Christ’s presence hosting His Own Supper.
Vs. 21. IF Christ was not present hosting His own Supper, at least you wouldn’t be communing with Him
knowing that you had recently eaten with His spiritual enemies. But Christ is present at His Supper.

Move 5: As we feast on the One Loaf of Christ, we commune with Him in His sacrifice
and its life-giving benefits, together.

Vs. 16. When Christ blesses the cup and breaks the bread, it is the communion—the fellowship—of
Christ. Paul pointins out that by virtue of Christ Who is present hosting the meal, we are having a
family get together. Vs. 17.  By virtue of the one bread representing our one Savior and Redeemer
Who offers it to us, this Supper is obviously to be a corporate affair.

Move 6: The Lord’s Supper is a major means of resisting temptation.
Vs. 22.  We are NOT stronger than Jesus.  We need help to stay faithful to Him.

Vs. 14.  The referent of “therefore” is especially verse 13. God provides the means of escape from
the temptation of idolatry, and in particular, participating in pagan feasts in the presence of demons.
The escape is our communion with Christ by His appointed means of grace: Supper in His presence.

Conclusion: To flee idolatry, feast together with Christ.


