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Paul’s Passion 

Philippians 3:12 

 
INTRO: 
 
 The word “passion” has become almost a cliché these days. I have read in several websites 
how the pastor and/or people of a church were passionate about ministry, preaching, or about 
God. I have often wondered if these folks really understand what the word passion means.  

According to the dictionary it means: “intense, driving, or overmastering feeling or 

conviction.”  In this sense we can say, Philippians 3:12 contains a statement of Paul’s passion 
and ours. 

 
I. Paul’s Passion is Not Yet Obtained. 
 

A. After stating the ultimate goal of his life, to know Christ better and better, the Apostle 
Paul laid out the passion of his existence. Here is his passion that flows from his life goal, 

“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that     
I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.”   
(Philippians 3:12) 

Our text contains one goal which he expressed in two parts. First, Paul denies that he has 
already arrived at the goal of knowing Christ. 
 
B. While Paul desires us to see and follow his example he recognized that he was not a man 
who had arrived spiritually. Rather, he was like Christian in Pilgrim’s Progress a man on a 
Pilgrimage and growing is his knowledge of Christ every day. He wrote:    (v.12) 

“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected.”  
 

B. Twice Paul denied he already knew Christ as well as he could. No one could 
misunderstand his self-assessment, He did not write as one who had arrived at the 
mountain top, but as one working his way up the slope to the goal. Knowing Christ is like 
knowing our mates. We know them more each day and love them more each day as we live 
with them. We need to live with the Lord Jesus in this way. 

 
II. Paul’s Ultimate Passion  
 

A. Second, he defines his overall goal, a destination informed by his growing in knowing the 
Lord Jesus.    (v.12) 

“I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of 
me.”  

The verb, “I press on” means “to pursue,” “to compel,” or when used in a negative context 

it means “to persecute.” 
 
B. What did this look like in the life of the Apostle Paul? 
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1. We begin in Galatians 1:15-16. The Apostle Paul wrote an autobiographical section 
in this letter to inform those bewitched by a false gospel how he began teaching the 
true gospel. He wrote:  

“But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called 
me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among 
the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood,”  

Paul was called from his birth to accomplish God’s plan for his life. He just did not realize 
it until many years later the Lord saved Paul. I love how he describes this event.  

“[God] called me through His grace, revealed His Son in me, in order that I might 
preach Him among the Gentiles.”    (v.16) 

God the Father laid hold of Paul to save him because He loved him, but also so that he 
might preach among the Gentiles. 
 
2. A little later Paul recorded his commitment to being used of God in 1 Corinthians 

9:24–27.  

“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in 

such a way that you may obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize is 

temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an 

imperishable crown. Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one 

who beats the air. But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have 

preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.”  
Paul describes the Christian life as a race. God expects us to run the race of our lives that He sets 

before us. This is not a sprint, it is a marathon. We run in order to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The end of the race is the purpose for which He laid hold of us. Look at what Paul wrote, He was 

in training watching his spiritual diet and exercise. He made every punch count. He worked on 

his body daily so that he might not be set aside from accomplishing his life’s purpose. 

 
3. When we come to 2 Timothy 4:6-8 we arrive at the end of Paul’s earthly life. Look 
at what Paul said,  

“For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but 
also to all who have loved His appearing.”  

I am always struck by Paul’s lack of regrets over his life. He had taken hold of that for 
which Christ had taken hold of him.  
 

Why is this important to us? There are some who say all of Paul’s experience is non-
normative. I do disagree. Paul did not include this statement in Philippians 3 so we could 
stand back and admire his spirituality. He put it here for our benefit. We should think about 
each of our lives as a race, we stretch out and run hard not for our own glory but for 
Christ’s. God did not save only pastors and missionaries to accomplish a purpose. Even our 
secular jobs are places where we are to glorify God in all we do. 
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Paul counseled Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:11-12 with these words. 

“But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in 
the presence of many witnesses.”  

Timothy’s pursuit of these things should show in his life. They should show in ours also. 


