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The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 27                                                                                                                     

Introduction: 

     Who or what does this woman of Revelation chapter number 12 represent? The Christian 
community has debated this for years, but if we let Scripture interpret Scripture it is very clear who 
this woman represents. Dr. J. Vernon McGee wrote of the story here he said an outstanding and very 
intellectual minister of many years ago told him; "If you tell me your interpretation of the woman in 
the twelfth chapter of Revelation, then I'll tell you your interpretation of prophecy" (McGee Revelation 
Commentary Series, Vol. 59; 1991, page 144). He said at that present time he thought that was a 
foolish notion, however over the years he came to realize just how true this statement was.  

     If you count Israel out in Revelation chapter 12, and say that God is finished with Israel and that 
these prophecies are fulfilled in the New Testament Church. Then your view of Bible prophecy is 
not a literal, grammatical, and historical interpretation of Scripture. That means you must apply 
symbols and allegories with an inconsistent method to Biblical interpretation.  

     Let us look at the first six verses of this chapter dealing with this woman and her struggle with 
the great red dragon.  

Revelation 12:1-6 

1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under 
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 

2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 

3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 

4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon 
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was 
born. 

5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was 
caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should 
feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 
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     Yes we have a symbol here, but it is not so unclear that one should allegorize this text to come up 
with something totally absurd. If Revelation 6:1 through 19:10 are the detailed events of the Olivet 
Discourse then grammatical we know that John is speaking of the nation of Israel. We can look back 
through history and see that none of these judgment events have been fulfilled yet, so historically 
we can conclude that all these judgments are in the future. So therefore this woman, even though a 
symbol must have a literal interpretation in relation to this prophetic book.  

     If the translation of the New Testament Church is represented through John's experience in 
Revelation chapter four. Matthew 24 are the events of the tribulation and the great tribulation with 
the half-way point being fulfilled as spoken of by Daniel 9:27; then we can further conclude that this 
woman that Satan is trying to destroy would be none other than the elect remnant of the nation of 
Israel.  

Revelation 12:1 

1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under 
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 

     There are many events that are recorded here in Revelation chapter 12, however our first focus 
is on the woman only as it is clearly seen in the text that Satan has declared an all out war against 
this woman and her seed. There are seven personages introduced in the next two chapters of the 
three chapter parenthetical staring with Revelation 12:1 and ending with Revelation 14:5. 

1. The Woman. 
2. The Great Red Dragon - Satan. 
3. The Man Child - Christ. 
4. The Archangel - Michael. 
5. The Woman's Seed - The Remnant of Israel. 
6. The Beast out of the Sea - The Anti-Christ. 
7. The Beast out of the Earth - The False Prophet. 
 
     The woman that we are first shown as a great wonder in heaven. Israel is a great nation in the 
sight of God and there is no greater sign of God’s power on this earth as the existence of the nation 
Israel. It is the least esteemed nation on this earth, but it is the most esteemed nation in heaven.  
 
     We may notice from verse one that the sign is “a woman” who is clothed with the sun and the 
moon and on her head is a crown of twelve stars. This imagery takes us back to Genesis in  
direct connection to a dream of Joseph. 
 
     "And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a 
dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. And he 
told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this 
dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down 
ourselves to thee to the earth? And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying" 
(Genesis 37:9-11).  
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     In that dream, even Jacob interpreted the sun as himself (Jacob) who just five chapters earlier 
had wrestled with the LORD at the ford of Jabbok. It was there that Jacob's name was changed from 
Jacob (meaning - supplanter, conniver, heel grabber) to Israel (meaning - a prince with God, one who 
wrestles with the LORD). And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to 
face, and my life is preserved. 
 
     Jacob also interpreted the moon as Rachel, and the eleven stars were the eleven tribes. "Shall I 
and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? And his 
brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying"  (Genesis 37:10-11). This is the same 
imagery in Revelation and it clearly fits the proper context when speaking of this woman. Therefore 
this woman is clearly connected to the nation of Israel .  
 
Revelation 12:1-2 

1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under 
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 

2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 

     This symbolically picture of the woman as Israel, brings forth a child. As we are told in verse five, 
a man child. Thus setting the stage to fulfill the blessing that Jacob gave to his fourth son, Judah. 
"Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy 
father's children shall bow down before thee. Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art 
gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? The 
sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto 
him shall the gathering of the people be" (Genesis 49:8-10).  

     Christ was the lion of the tribe of Judah, from the nation of Israel. From the moment he was born 
Satan began his evil plot to destroy the seed of the woman in hopes of stopping Genesis 3:15. "And I 
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise His heel." 

Revelation 12:3-4 

3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 

4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon 
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was 
born. 

     Many get this event confused with the event that starts in verse seven. It is not the same event. 
Verses three and four, speaking of this great red dragon is Satan. This is the woman and her seed's 
mortal enemy. Satan appears 13 times in the Revelation as a dragon and his red color speaks of his 
murderous bloodshed against the Saints of God.  

 



4 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-27    Princess Chapel Church 

     He has seven heads, which represents his dominion of the last seven worldly kingdoms: 

1. Egypt 
2. Assyria 
3. Babylon 
4. Medo-Persia 
5. Greece 
6. Rome 
7. The kingdom of the Anti-Christ 
 
     This red dragon's ten horns is the figurative language to describe the ten toes of Daniel's statue 
in Daniel chapter two. This will be the final Gentile world empire that will rule the world under the 
direct control of Satan in the last days of the great tribulation. This was all foretold by Daniel the 
Prophet 500 plus years before this dragon went out to devour the woman's child. 
 
Daniel 7:7-8 

7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong 
exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with 
the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.  

8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom 
there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the 
eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. 

     His seven crowns are seven diadems by which Satan as the god of this world, the prince of the 
power of the air has ruled and consistently made war with the Saints of God. Causing relentless pain 
upon Israel (the woman) in the Old Testament, desiring to kill her even before her Child was born.  
 
     The Egyptian bondage, Assyrian oppression, the Babylonian captivity, to the continued captivity 
by the Medes and the Persians. All the way through the destruction by the Greeks and the sever 
Roman oppression.  
 
Revelation 12:4 

4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon 
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was 
born. 

     Verse four is an account of the original fall of Satan. His original rebellion detailed in Isaiah 14 
and Ezekiel 28 that resulted in 1/3 of all the angels joining him in his first attempt to over throw 
God. Satan was cast to the earth with his fallen angels (demons) where now he rules and reigns 
over fallen man.  

     His plot was to destroy this woman from the start as seen from verse two: And she being with 
child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. Through everything that Satan poured out 
upon her to stop Genesis 3:15, the Sovereign will of God prevailed as it always will. 
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     Just a few ways Satan has tried to stop the woman from even bringing forth the man child: 

1. The fall in the Garden of Eden. 
2. The destruction of the line of Able. 
3. The corruption of the seed of men with fallen angels (demons) that resulted in the flood. 
4. The worship of man with the building of the tower. 
5. The problems between Jacob and Esau. 
6. The Egyptian bondage of the children of Israel for over 400 years. 
7. The Assyrian oppression. (Who took the Northern Kingdom into captivity in 722 B.C.) 
8. The carrying away into Babylonian captivity. (The Southern Kingdom in 586 B.C.) 
9. The continued captivity by the Medo-Persia. 
10. Roman oppression with Israel under Roman control. 
 
     Satan also made an attempt directly on this woman's child to devour the man child as soon as he 
was born with a descendant from the line of Esau, King Herod the Great of Israel. "Then Herod, when 
he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according 
to the time which he  had diligently enquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which was 
spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, 
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are 
not" (Matthew 2:16-18). 
 
Revelation 12:5 

5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was 
caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

     The LORD Jesus Christ was this man child of Jewish descent from the woman who is the nation of 
Israel.  Despite all of Satan's efforts to destroy this woman and the man child; the birth took place 
exactly as it was written by the Prophets. Christ's heel was bruised at Calvary thus fulfilling half of 
Genesis 3:15. He was crucified as God's sacrifice to atone for the sins of many. He was buried and 
arose victorious with the keys to death, hell and the grave. He is now caught up unto God, and to his 
throne. One day He will return to rule all nations with a rod of iron. 

Daniel 7:9-14 

9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as 
snow, and the hair of His head like the pure wool: His throne was like the fiery flame, and His wheels as 
burning fire.   

10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him: thousand thousands ministered unto Him, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were 
opened.  

11 I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the 
beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. 

12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were 
prolonged for a season and time.  
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13 I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him.  

14 And there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve Him: His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 

      John will later tell us in Revelation 19, when the Son of man return with His Saints; that out of 
His mouth proceeds a sharp two edged sword and He will rule the nations with a rod of iron. He 
treadeth out the winepress of the fierceness and the wrath of Almighty God.  

Revelation 12:6 

6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should 
feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 

     Satan was unable to destroy the woman before she brought forth the man child. He was unable to 
devour the man child which is now caught up to God and His throne. Yet at this 3 1/2 mark that 
begins the great tribulation Satan will try once again to destroy this woman.  
 
     Almighty God will protect the remnant of the elect of Israel from Satan as she flees into the 
wilderness to Petra. Petra is the Greek word for "rock." Petra is located in the heart of Mount Seir, 
halfway between the Dead Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba in the land of Edom. There is valley 
surrounded on all sides by very steep rocky cliffs with only a few narrow gorges leading inside. Isn't 
it ironic that one of the same nations Satan attempted to use to destroy Israel will shield and 
protect her during the great tribulation.  
 
     However this is all part of God's Sovereign plan. It is not so much Edom as the protector of Israel 
but the typology of "Petra," given here as a picture of Christ; the Rock. The same rock the children of 
Israel drank from in the wilderness, the same rock of ages that shielded Moses from God, which was 
the same rock that Jesus said; "Upon this rock, I will build my church," will be the rock that brings 
salvation and deliverance to the remnant of the woman's seed, the nation of Israel during the great 
tribulation.  
 
 


