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This is, after all, Mother's Day and it's a beautiful day, it's a day where I certainly think of 
my own wife; I think of all that she's meant to me over the 26 years; I think of how I see 
how she stills ministers to our children. If my children didn't have a mom, they would be 
in trouble because dad doesn't have those same sensitivities. I think back by way of 
introduction, when Bethany was starting college and she tried to get into a particular 
program and her scores in the SATs were great, her scores in high school were great, and 
she was denied entrance into the program and I was willing to accept that. It was 
disappointing, Bethany was very disappointed, but Nadine was not willing to accept that 
so she called the university and she said, "Why didn't my daughter get into this 
program?" They said, "Well, she's missing a math class." And she said, "Well, if we 
make sure this math class is done, can you give her a conditional acceptance to the 
program?" And they said, "Sure." So then Nadine went about seeing how we could get 
this math class done and so she found out a program where they would do an accelerated 
course to allow Bethany to meet the requirements to get into the program. She went to the 
bat for Bethany; she didn't accept no; she didn't accept the rejection. She said, "I need to 
make sure that my daughter is taken care of and that she can pursue her dreams." I look 
and I see what, as many of you know, Aaron is having some difficulties and I don't relate 
to Aaron the same way that Nadine relates to Aaron. And she said to Aaron some weeks 
ago, "I want us to do this study," and the reason why she doesn't come to Sunday school 
is because she meets with Aaron during that time and they are going through a course 
together. 

She does all kinds of things where she makes sure that her children are taken care of and 
she loves them with an abiding love and I can tell you stories of other women in this 
church, I can tell you stories of things that I know that Kathy has done, that Heidi has 
done, that Jane has done. I can talk to you about pretty much every woman in this church 
and I can tell you the stories of how they certainly have made huge, huge sacrifices and 
they have been relentless in pursuing the welfare of their children. And for that reason, 
that's the reason why we have things called Mother's Day and I've got to tell you that 
there was a conversation that, I wish she was here today, but my children tell me about on 
the ride in today and it was a Facebook posting by Rachel M. and it was in the defense of 
Mother's Day and of all things in this world, why would you have to write a post in 
defense of Mother's Day? Some of these things, we just used to take for granted as 
normal. We would take for granted that if you had Mother's Day it's not because you are 
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excluding people who aren't mothers. It's not because you are excluding people who have 
lost children and whose children are no longer alive. But she wrote a wonderful post that 
I would encourage you that if you have Facebook, get on there and read it. I won't try to 
paraphrase it but it was well worded and it spoke volumes and one of the things that it 
really did impart is her regard for her own mother.

So I've got to tell you that a lot of times when we talk about Mother's Day messages, they 
focus on the kinds of things that we've just discussed, the virtues of mothers. They tend to 
bring about the truths about the sacrifices that moms make on a regular basis. They bring 
about ways in which moms deny themselves for the benefit of the family. Oftentimes the 
message will bring out the fact that moms wear many hats. Some of you might recall that 
in 2010 at the mother/daughter banquet here at Collinsville, my wife performed a one 
woman skit created by a Christian comedian named Nicole Johnson, and the skit was 
called "Hats." And as a mother talked about her different roles, she would put on all these 
different hats and at one time she is getting really frazzled because she wears so many 
hats. So Nadine did a great job with it and the ladies had lots of laughs because of the 
humorous way that their common challenges were presented. Moms do wear many hats 
and juggling them all can be quite stressful and overwhelming at times.

Other times the sermon is focused on Proverbs 31 and the Proverbs 31 woman is a model 
to be followed and interestingly enough, today's Proverbs 31 woman can directly relate to 
the hat skit because when you look at Proverbs 31, you see that that is a woman who 
wears many of them. She is a mom. She is an advisor to her children. She is a wife. She 
works with her hands. She provides food for her home. And she's a businesswoman. In 
addition to all of these things, the Proverbs 31 woman is godly. She is virtuous. She is 
trustworthy. And she is a supporter of her husband. So surely a preacher can choose to 
preach on Proverbs 31 as his Mother's Day text for the entirety of his preaching career 
and never run out of material; he'll never have to repeat a sermon because of the wealth 
and all the preciousness of what the Holy Spirit placed in this particular Scripture.

But if the preacher does decide to preach from another passage, he would do well to go 
straight to Titus 2:3-5 and I'll just read that for us here in Titus 2:3-5. "The aged women 
likewise," and this is talking about aged men, then aged women.

3 The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh 
holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good 
things; 4 That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their 
husbands, to love their children, 5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, 
good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not 
blasphemed. 

Or the preacher can go to 1 Samuel where we are introduced to Hannah, the mother of the 
Prophet Samuel for which the book is named. Or the preacher could spend time 
describing Mary, the mother of the man Jesus. All these would be edifying to the hearers 
if the preacher is submitted to God and delivers a word with sobriety. For this morning's 
sermon, we will spend some time in Titus 2 later on and other than that, none of these 
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great Scriptures that we referenced already will be discussed any further, but I do 
commend them to you for your prayerful study that you might actually receive additional 
blessing from God. 

But what we're going to focus on today and I'll give you the sermon outline in a minute 
and I'll tell you why. Nadine and I went to a marriage conference a couple of weeks ago 
and the marriage conference, it had a session for all men and then they had a session for 
all women and the reason why that is germane is because in terms of all of the passages 
that we mentioned, what is implied is that before you become a mom, typically speaking, 
you'll become a wife. In fact, if you take a look at Titus 2:4, Paul first states that a woman 
is to love her husband and then states the woman is to love her children and I do believe 
this is an ordered list. Before you hear, "Happy Mother's Day," the ideal is that you will 
hear, "Congratulations on your wedding," and you may even hear your first, "Happy 
anniversary." 

I use the word "ideally" in recognition of the fact that the ideal is not the only 
circumstance we deal with. There are unwed mothers who know Jesus as Savior. There 
are broken marriages where women find themselves raising children alone. There are 
women who become widows at relatively young ages and do not remarry for a time or at 
all. There are women who are unmarried who choose to adopt knowing the challenges of 
single parenting but being committed through love. The ideal is not the reality for every 
woman who is blessed to become a mother, nevertheless, with regard to the ideal and the 
anomalous, the outline in the sermon is first to discuss the role of a woman as a wife and 
then to discuss the role of a woman as a mom.

I mentioned this marriage service because in the session with the women, the speaker was 
talking about how you need to be a good wife and how you need to forgive your husband 
and a lot of times when I hear women speaking to women about marriage, every time it 
involves forgiving your husband and it involves forgiving your husband because he has 
done a bunch of bad things over a long period of time and you need to get past that, you 
need to get through that. I sit down and I think about this and I see the need. I see the 
need. If you go back to the beginning years of our marriage and you talk to Nadine now 
when Nadine is counseling young mothers and there are some women who come to 
Nadine and say, "Nadine, could you mentor me?" this is a topic that always comes up. 
We guys don't always do the right things and many times in the beginning of our 
marriages, we do wrong things. I can tell you about things that I did here at Collinsville 
where I put people in front of my family when my family was in need. And I will tell you 
that there were years ago when we had a split in the church and I met with the three 
elders and I was talking to one of them and this is one of the two that departed, and he 
said to me, "Rob, now that the two of us are leaving, you're going to be called upon to do 
many things in the church and let me tell you this, if I can tell you anything, it's okay to 
ask your family to sacrifice but you have crossed the line when it causes them hurt." And 
I didn't heed that exactly. I can stand here before you and say I didn't heed that exactly. I 
tried and I failed. 
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So there are things that Nadine certainly needs to forgive me for and she has done that 
without a doubt, so I see the need for that approach in a lot of these messages but I want 
to mention some things to you. If you go to Genesis 1:26 and 27 as we're talking about 
moms versus wives, we need to go back to the foundation of it all and just reading 
Genesis 1:26 and 27, it says, "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he 
him; male and female created he them." So I told you that typically marriage comes 
before motherhood but before marriage is spoken of in chapter 2, the creation of man and 
woman is spoken of in chapter 1. So before even becoming a wife, a woman is first the 
creation of Almighty God. Before she is a mom, she is first the daughter of the Creator. 
This is why the beginning of the model prayer says, "Our Father." God is the Father of all 
because he is the Creator of all and understanding this obvious truth is fundamental. It is 
fundamental in the woman's relationship to her husband. You ladies must first be 
persuaded of the truth that God is your Creator before you can be ready for marriage. 
Knowing this puts your relationship with your husband in its proper perspective.

So we're talking about the ideal in terms of being married before you have children and 
we're talking about the ideal because it is something that everyone can learn from the 
ideal. That's why we have ideals. And this is going to be the case for some women, not 
all, in terms of how the order of things proceed and continue but all can benefit from 
looking and studying this ideal. So knowing that you are first a creation of God is 
important because it puts things in their proper perspective. You love your husband. You 
love God, rather, you love God above your husband. Your love for God needs to 
necessarily exceed your love for your husband. I would say to my kids in reference to my 
wife and their mom and I would say to her and to others, "I love God first, above all, and 
then I love my wife." And the thing needs to be true from her side. She needs to love God 
above her love for me. And I will tell you that there was a time years and years ago, I was 
teaching a Sunday school to the neighborhood kids and we got to the part of Scripture 
where it talks about that you need to love God above your family and that you need to 
essentially hate your family in terms of the metaphor because God is preeminent, and one 
of the boys said to me, "I will never love Jesus above my mom." There is a 
misunderstanding there. There is not a proper love for mom because there is not a proper 
love for God. You must love God above your husband and the reason why you love your 
husband and this is crucial, you understand the created order, right, that God first created 
you before you became a wife, the reason why you love your husband is solely and only 
because you love God. 

The foundation for your love for your husband is your love for God and that's important 
to understand. That's crucial to understand. And we'll go even further because what we're 
reminded of in 1 John 4:19, it says these words, "We love him, because he first loved us." 
We love God because he first loved us. If God did not love us, we would not know how 
to love and this is so important to understand, it's incredibly important to understand and 
the lesson for everyone, women, men, boys, girls, is that God is the basis and the reason 
for your love towards people. I want to say that again: God is the basis and the reason for 

Page 4 of 17



your love towards other people. And this is revolutionary and it is necessary because it 
means that people are not your basis of love for people. Let me say that again: people are 
not your basis of love for people. If someone is mistreating you and you respond by 
viewing this individual with disdain or even contempt, you cannot justify this by simply 
saying that you're responding in a way that any feeling person would respond. My job 
before this one, the guy who I worked for, we were oil and water and he was not an 
upfront guy and he was a powerful guy in the company and he worked to undermine 
everything I did. I don't even know why he hired me. And the way I was dismissed, to 
make sure that he was able to do this with the least amount of trouble, he had a 
reorganization of the entire department so that he would eliminate my part in it, my 
department, so that he would no longer need me. You think I struggled with how I 
viewed this man? I mean, with all this effort just to kick me out the door. Do you think I 
struggled in terms of my thought life about this man? Because it took a lot of effort, he 
had to get this through the vice president to say that, "I'm going to restructure the 
department because I want to get rid of Rob." That was all lot of effort and I would 
struggle with myself and say, "Man, if I see this guy in the mall, what would I say to this 
dude? I wouldn't say happy day, I wouldn't say God bless you. What would I say to the 
man?" But I needed to get past that because my reason to love him isn't because of 
anything he's done. That's a revolutionary idea. I'm not going to say, "Because you've 
done me wrong, because you've hurt me, now I view you in a very low way where I don't 
like you at all." 

I was at a customer's site this week and they were talking about, it's amazing, they were 
talking about this one guy who used to be in the department, he's in another department. I 
heard about this guy before I went to the customers site from the folks at the job. He had 
such a bad reputation. I said, "Man, I wouldn't want to be this individual." His coworkers 
completely unprovoked are talking about his bad character. Would that guy be hard to 
love? He's the kind of guy who would come to you and say, "Hey, Caleb, you're an 
awesome dude. I really appreciate what you did." And then afterwards he would give 
your mom a call and say, "Catherine, your son is really not performing. He's a this. He's a 
that." I mean, that was this guy's character. Is this the sort of person who is easy to say, 
"Hey, I love you"? No, but your basis for love is not what other people do. 

We're going to talk a little bit about what love is because it doesn't mean that with this 
guy who worked so hard to get me out of the company, it doesn't mean that I call him up 
and say, "Hey, you know, let bygones be bygones. Why don't we go out for dinner?" No, 
it doesn't mean that. So what does it mean? We'll talk a little bit more about that later but 
let me just tell you that the Lord talks about what we do and why we love and what our 
motivation is. In Matthew 5:43-48, this is what we see, "Ye have heard that it hath been 
said," this is Jesus speaking, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy." It 
sounds reasonable to most folks today. "But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good," that's an action word, "do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, 
what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren 

Page 5 of 17



only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." So the reason why I'm going to do 
good to an individual who has it out for me is because I love God. That's the reason. 
That's the motivation.

I was talking to my mother some time ago about some hurtful things that she went 
through and I said to her, "Mom, understand this, that in terms of what anybody has ever 
done to you, they've not done as much to you as you've done to Christ." The same is true 
for me. I can talk to you about this guy, I've had a wonderful working career and I say 
that tongue in cheek, although I do praise the Lord for it, but in a previous job where I 
was working in the same company as Michael Hodge was, I was talking to my boss and 
she asked me some questions and I gave her a biblical response and then afterwards, she 
stripped me of much of my responsibility, she put me out of line for a promotion that I 
was in line for, and then she hired a woman to be over me and told that woman, "Your 
first order of business is to find a way to get rid of him." That's what she did and if I'm 
going to say that I can't love her, then am I being as Christ just said? Am I waiting for the 
boss like the person who I now work for, who has a good relationship with me? Who 
makes sure that he covers me when I need to be covered? Who tries to make sure that I'm 
on a trajectory of upward growth in the company? He's easy to love because he does the 
right thing by me, so to speak. He's easy to love but if that's my criteria for love in 
response to what someone else does, then how am I different from anyone who knows 
not the saving grace of Jesus Christ? I'm no different.

With that being said, some of you ladies and I don't want this to be a down, down 
sermon, but we're going to talk about some things and some challenges but I know that 
some of you ladies are in great marriages. You desire your husband's love and he gives it 
both willingly and liberally. He is your covering and he is your shepherd and he desires 
to see you grow spiritually. He tells you he loves you by his words and he tells you 
through his actions. Your relationship, actually, could be described by these verses in 
Song of Solomon. You can turn there if you like. We're going to read Song of Solomon 
1:9 through 2:7. It reads like this,

9 I have compared thee, O my love, to a company of horses in Pharaoh's 
chariots. 

This is a woman speaking.

10 Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, thy neck with chains of 
gold. 11 We will make thee borders of gold with studs of silver. 12 While 
the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof. 
13 A bundle of myrrh is my wellbeloved unto me; he shall lie all night 
betwixt my breasts. 14 My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire in 
the vineyards of Engedi. 15 Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art 
fair; thou hast doves' eyes. 16 Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, 
pleasant: also our bed is green. 17 The beams of our house are cedar, and 
our rafters of fir.
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1 I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. 2 As the lily among 
thorns, so is my love among the daughters. 3 As the apple tree among the 
trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his 
shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste. 4 He 
brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.

I can see the newlyweds back there just kind of looking up. Isn't that awesome? It's 
awesome. I mean, when you read this, this wife is madly in love with her husband, 
wouldn't you agree? She is madly in love with him. She sees in him every majestic, every 
regal, every powerful, every attractive thing. That's what she sees. She likens him to war 
horses, not a warhorse but war horses and this speaks of his strength and it speaks of his 
nobility. She likens him unto precious and fragrant spices to tell us of his great worth and 
the comfort he brings her. She speaks of him lying betwixt her breasts all night in order to 
relate how she desires his attention. She says that he reminds her of camphire in the 
vineyards of Engedi and these are representative of the abundance and quality of joy he 
brings to the marriage. 

There is still more. She simply can't get over how good the man looks. Did you notice 
how many times she says, "Thou art fair, my beloved. Thou art fair. Thou art fair." I 
mean, she is attracted to this man. And I should say this that, you know how they 
sometimes say, "She has stars in her eyes"? This woman seems to have a whole galaxy of 
stars in her eyes. I mean, she's just overtaken with love and affection for this man. Their 
bed is green and she says this because she's looking forward to children because in this 
marriage you have intimacy and you have fertility. Her describing the house as being 
made of cedar with rafters of fir tells us several things: the home was built with care; the 
home that they make together was a home made to withstand great trials and this home is 
a haven for all who reside there. And then speaking of herself and she calls herself the 
rose of Sharon and the lily of the valleys, she sees herself as valuable and as being 
someone whom he can desire. The love that she has for him isn't capricious and it's not 
fleeting and it is based on more than just feelings. That is why she separates the love she 
has toward him from the would be affection of other women.

At the same time, he's no ordinary man either. He is not just a man of strength, he is a 
man who has beauty and who provides. This is why she sits beneath his shadow with 
great delight. Our excerpted Scripture from chapter 2 ends in chapter 2, verse 4 and in 
this verse she takes comfort in his bringing her into the banqueting house and this tells us 
that he does not look simply to provide but he looks to provide in abundance yet their 
relationship is described by more than attraction and provision. It is described by the best 
love. His love is true and it is publicly declared. He loves her with an abiding love and 
what has been described to this point, all that we talked about that precedes this results 
from that single unwavering truth that he loves his wife.

So this is a great relationship and some of you ladies in here have that kind of 
relationship with your husband. When you have this kind of relationship, it's actually you 
feel free to express your love. You really do and that's understandable. You will talk 
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glowingly about your husband and you lift him up and that is what you should do too. 
That's easy to do. But this does not describe the relationship that everybody here has. 
Rather than combing through the chapters of the Song of Solomon in hopes of finding a 
way to express your love for your husband, you identify more perhaps with Leah, Jacob's 
first wife and the older sister of Rachel, the one whom he actually did love. There is 
someone else between the two of you. Your husband lets you know that you're not his 
preference. He is clear that you do not have him exclusively and for ladies in this church, 
this is likely more a metaphor than something that's literal but there are women like that 
where it is literal. I can tell you women who I have known in the past where the husband 
is very clear, "Yes, I come back to you but when I go out, I can be with anybody else." 
And that's the reality for some women.

For the women in this church where it is metaphorical, it could be that your husband 
prefers to spend time with his friends. I can tell you some folks here who I knew in the 
past and know even now who in the beginnings of their relationship, they would prefer to 
spend time with friends over their wife. I can tell you that there are people who spend 
time with sports. There are folks who I know who are faithful husbands who just go out 
and they go to different states to engage in sports activities and they leave the wife 
because that's where their preference is. They'll order their lives in order to play their 
sports. So maybe rather than it being a Rachel in your life, the Rachel takes the form of 
work where the husband will abandon you and has divorced you already for all practical 
purpose because he spends time at work.

So there are women who can only relate to the Song of Solomon where it's an ideal and 
it's something they dream about but it's a set of broken dreams. Perhaps maybe you relate 
more to Esther who was a young lady who had to deny her heritage, leave the only home 
of protection she knew with Mordecai and she did that to become the property of 
someone who would be willing to discard her if she raised his ire but once. She knew that 
if such a thing happened she would be defiled forever and she would be excluded from 
having a happy life. Worse yet, you may identify with the other young women who were 
picked along with Esther to audition for the king to become the next queen. The criteria 
of their audition was not known but the stakes were certainly high. The king would lay 
with each candidate in order and if he found favor in her, she would become part of his, if 
he found no favor in her, she would not become his wife but she would become part of 
his harem. And as part of his harem, that means that the woman had to pine away over his 
next visit because they never knew when it would come. That means that if the woman 
became pregnant and had a child, there would be no dad there to raise them. It also meant 
that the women would have attendants who would make sure that they always looked 
good and kept up a good appearance because they represented the king although they had 
no relationship. So when they sat together and they spoke, you can only imagine the 
conversations of this farcical relationship that they had. And if you're in that kind of 
relationship, then you don't feel liberty to express the love, you feel trapped. So some of 
you feel trapped in marriages that are very much like the maidens who never became 
queen but instead became women with the pretense of value.
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There are still others who are the ones in a marriage who are responsible for the tatters it 
is in and they know it. They are the ones who have been unfaithful and they are the ones 
who have gone after their own way and in so doing have inflicted great pain on their 
husbands. They have done this and they know it. They're like Lot's wife who valued the 
sin of the world more than God and family. They're like Job's first wife who jeered at his 
faithfulness when things got difficult; who cursed God and cursed him. They are like 
Hosea's wife who defined herself by the accumulation of things and by the attention of 
other men. Some women like this have enough self-awareness that they know these 
descriptions are of them but they feel powerless to change. Some are deluded to the 
extent that they don't see themselves in the examples when they should. Indeed, not all 
marriages are ideal so I am not now going to present to you a one-size-fits-all solution or 
approach to the negative scenarios but I will say this: no matter where you find yourself, 
Jesus Christ is the solution. You have no other.

Recall Peter's response to Jesus when many disciples left Jesus because of the hard work 
that he spoke in John 6, just reading verses 66 through 69 of John 6, "From that time," 
this is after Jesus described eating his body and drinking his blood and the necessity of 
that, "From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.  
Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered him, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are 
sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God." Many of the disciples other than 
those guys, had followed Jesus and they were repulsed by the idea of cannibalism and 
found the Savior's words too objectionable therefore they left Jesus and they never 
walked with him again. The problem they had was that they did not comprehend his 
words. Jesus was not speaking literally when he gave his teaching, the meaning of what 
Jesus was saying can be summarized in verse 57 of John 6, "As the living Father hath 
sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me." So Jesus 
is talking about a relationship, not a dinner. But for our purposes this morning, let's liken 
these hard sayings of Jesus in John 6 to a hard life. Didn't God say he would reward your 
faithfulness? Didn't God say he would give you peace? Is God distant from you and 
refusing to acknowledge your prayers? How have you, how are you responding to the 
difficulties in life? Have you moved toward Jesus or have you, like Job did, accused the 
Lord? Do you still recognize that God is all-powerful or do you doubt his ability to work 
out your situation?

One day this past week I was listening to Focus on the Family, it was actually on May 2, 
and their guest was a husband and wife team whose names are Keith and Sheila Gregoire. 
They've been married about 20 years, 24 years maybe. Their marriage was going well 
these days but it was not always so. There were years of trouble where each person felt 
their needs weren't being met and here is some of what she said. "Often," said Sheila, 
"especially Christians, we feel that the solution to the problem is that either God has to 
change it or the mate has to change and it makes us very passive because we sit there and 
we pray to God to do something for our mate or for our mate to do something and maybe 
what God is asking you to do is what is right in front of you and to change the way that 
you are thinking and acting." This wife, Sheila Gregoire, prayed and prayed for God to 
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fix her marriage and I'm going to play for you about a minute of what Sheila, in her own 
words, prayed.

Moderator: "What is the big picture? How does how we think affect the 
way we act, the way we behave, the way we process life?"

Sheila: "I think that the actions that we take stem directly from our 
thoughts and the problem is, I know for me myself, when I went into 
marriage, I was thinking some really stupid things without realizing it."

Moderator: "Like what?"

Sheila: "Well, here's just one example. We're told growing up in the 
church if you have a problem, you just need to lay it at Jesus' feet and let 
go of it because God is the Father. He cares for the brokenhearted and he 
cries with you when you cry and so just put those things at Jesus' feet and 
so every time I got upset at Keith, I thought God was totally on my side 
because God is there with the brokenhearted."

Moderator: "Okay, wait a second. Isn't he on your side?"

Sheila: "No. Do you know whose side he's on? He's on his side which 
means that he's on both of our sites. He's on the side of the marriage and 
so when I was upset, I was thinking, oh, God is totally sympathizing with 
me. He is totally on my side and he thinks my husband is awful just like I 
do and that is not a very helpful thought."

Again, I can understand where that comes from because going back to the early days of 
my marriage, that was me. That was Nadine speaking, right? And that was me. 
Sometimes I feel bad for Aaron and for Eric because they had to deal with me during 
those early years. I can understand. I can relate to it but what was so important about 
what this lady was saying is that her prayers were sincere but they were misplaced. God 
was not on her side and he was not on her husband's side, God is on his side. Let that 
soak in for a minute: God is on his side which means he's on the side of the marriage.

Now, again, why are we talking about this? This is not a marriage seminar but marriage 
precedes motherhood and it only makes sense, church, because marriage is a metaphor of 
God's relationship with his people in the Old and the New Testament and using the 
relationship as a metaphor, God describes when his people worship false gods, he 
describes their adultery yet God did not throw them away, rather he led them into 
repentance and he redeemed them. None of us here today who are saved were born saved 
yet Jesus Christ died for our sins while we were yet sinners. He has never left us and he 
will never forsake us and even though we have entered into this relationship with him, 
who here can say that he or she doesn't sin anymore willingly and knowingly? Who here 
can say that he or she doesn't plan on sinning before sinning ever in life? None of us can 
really say that but the Lord has not discarded us.
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This is, again, a Mother's Day message and we began with our focus on marriage because 
marriage typically precedes motherhood. As we transition to this second half of our 
message, we begin with this assertion for that reason: to be the best mother you can be, 
you must be the best wife you can be. I can tell you that in the house that grew I up in, it 
was a very discordant, dysfunctional home and my mother tried her best. This statement 
still applies: to be the best mother you can be, you must be the best wife you can be. You 
cannot be against your husband and claim to be in fellowship with God. If God isn't 
willing to listen to the prayers of the husband who is feuding with his wife, as we learn in 
Ephesians 5, then it is more than doubtful that God will honor the prayers of a wife who 
is feuding with her husband.

So there is a connection, again, between this being a wife and being a mother. As I just 
said, I grew up in a home where there was palpable and palatable enmity between my 
parents. I can tell you that this affected each of us five children as we grew in adulthood 
and throughout our lives. It brings to mind a quote from Ralph Waldo Emerson, "The  
years teach much which the days never know." The connection between being a wife and 
a mother is exactly this: the family is a unit, if one part of it is damaged, the whole is 
affected. That's just the way it is and there is no way to circumvent this. So my 
exhortation to mothers here is that you live in a moment with your eyes and your ears. 
Mothering is a very emotional task because it's exhausting and it's 24/7. Once you 
become a mother, it is a permanent status even if you outlive all of your children. You 
will be a mother when your children are grown and you will be a mother when your 
children have offspring of their own. What this quote tells us is to be mindful of the day 
to day because the day to day is the substance of the years. This is not strictly a solemn  
statement, that quote, the statement really is to enjoy your children while they are young 
as well. 

So listen to what it says in 1 Thessalonians 2:7 and 8, "But we were gentle among you, 
even as a nurse cherisheth her children: So being affectionately desirous of you, we were 
willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, 
because ye were dear unto us." The mother used in this reference is nursing a young 
baby. Young babies have huge demands on their moms even as the moms are healing 
from birthing them. The babies are completely dependent and they have no other choice 
but to be, but amid these high demands, Paul takes time to point out the affection and the 
love the moms display for their young children. Such a love is sacrificial. Such a love 
considers others above themselves. Even more so, such a love has as its goal from the 
very beginning to lead the child to Jesus. The overarching goal is so important that the  
mom is willing to lay her life down so that her child will receive the Gospel. That's what 
we get out of that passage in 1 Thessalonians. 

Mothers typically even champion their children. So we move from describing marriage to 
now we're describing charges that the mother has. So be nurturing to your child and be 
concerned with your child's spiritual health. Also, champion your child. In Matthew 
15:21-28, this is what we see. "Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of 
Tyre and Sidon. And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried 
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unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is 
grievously vexed with a devil. But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came 
and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. But he answered and 
said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then came she and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and said, It is not meet to take 
the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of 
the crumbs which fall from their masters' table. Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O 
woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made 
whole from that very hour." Whereas the father is the priest of the household, the mother 
plays an indispensable role as well and, once again, we see modeled in Scripture the 
desire of a mother to see her child made whole and healthy. The Canaanite woman who 
approached Jesus first believed in him. She did not approach Jesus as though he was 
obligated to listen to her, she was quite aware that her sin had separated her from the 
Lord. In one sense, she played a role similar to that of a high priest: she first offered 
sacrifices for her own sin before she offered sacrifices of praise, then she interceded on 
behalf of her child.

Mothers, you are also told to build your house. In Proverbs 14:1 it says, "Every wise 
woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands." Now it is 
being spoken of here is her husband and her children. The wise woman is she who 
pursues a healthy home life that is rooted and centered in Christ. Part of a healthy home 
life is disciplining your children. Proverbs 29:15, "The rod and reproof give wisdom: but 
a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame." Proverbs contains many references 
to fatherhood and motherhood and childhood. This verse from Proverbs 29 places the 
onus on the mother to discipline the child as the way of driving that child to 
righteousness. Children are a reflection on their parents and they will bring shame or 
glory. This verse speaks directly to those women who depend on others to instill their 
children with values and to teach their kids. Such a woman is not wise and she will likely 
have children that bring shame upon her.

But now let's go back to Titus and we're going to parse that passage in Titus 2:3-5. Verse 
3, we'll just reread that and then we'll discuss it. "The aged women likewise, that they be 
in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers 
of good things." The aged women, like the aged men, have the responsibility of passing 
on doctrine to younger women by modeling godliness. The list of what they are to model 
is in verse 3 and while being brief, is full with meaning. The aged women are to model 
holiness by being holy. They are to model holiness by being holy. That is, they behave in 
a way that they can be easily identified as Christians and that's important. If someone is 
surprised when you say that you're a Christian and they have known you for any period 
of time, there's probably an issue there. Even if they didn't know you were a Christian, 
they should say, "That figures," because they observe your holiness. The charge does not 
support the idea of having an exclusively private faith, rather the faith that you are to 
have, mothers, is an observable faith.

The next item in the list is that old women are not to be false accusers and this certainly 
means that they shouldn't be guilty of gossip but it also brings to mind other verses such 
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as Proverbs 8:13 which tells us not to answer a matter before we hear it. That is, listen to 
make sure you have proper understanding before you come to any conclusions because it 
is the case where if you don't listen, you listen halfheartedly or not at all, you can come to 
wrong conclusions and therefore falsely accuse someone. I can tell you this happened to 
me as a father. I can tell you that more than one of my kids have said to me in the past, 
"Dad, you don't listen to me," after I've already told them what their punishment was. So 
listen so that you don't become false accusers. 

The mother must also tend toward temperance as opposed to excess. The aged women are 
to be positive role models and this will enable them to teach the young women and the 
children good things. And what's interesting here is that the role of the mother is 
expanding to include more than just her offspring.

So verse 4 in Titus 2, "That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their 
husbands, to love their children." That word "that" connects verses 3 and 4 and implies 
that you cannot teach what you do not do, the reason is that experience counts in the 
effectiveness and the accuracy of what's being taught. Being known as someone who 
models right behavior also lends credibility and this lesson might bring certain maxims to 
your mind such as "practice what you preach"; or another quote by Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, "Who you are speaks so loudly I can't hear what you're saying." 

When we look at the verses themselves, the first thing that is said for an old woman to 
pass on to a young woman is to be sober and the commentary by Jamieson, Fausset and 
Brown provides this explanation, "To be sober: self restrained; discrete." It's the same 
word that is used in Titus 2:2, to be temperate and that's why you'll see that some 
versions of the Bible delete the word "sober" and they pretty much say "is to teach or to 
admonish in their duty, the young women, is through love of their husbands." The idea 
being sober is not to be understood as being solemn. What is being communicated is that 
the younger woman needs to understand that this is a position of honor assuredly as it is 
ordained by God but it is not a fairytale that you enter into and you don't enter into 
motherhood as an A student. These are lifelong tasks that will take commitment and 
attention for a lifetime.

The older women are to teach the younger women to love their husbands and what is 
meant by this is to be found in the pages of Scripture that define love. We'll spend a little 
bit more time talking about that but let us tell you that to love your husband is different 
than simply saying you need to be in subjection to them. It is loving them with the love 
with which God loves you. It's interesting, we were having a conversation, actually 
listening to Stephen and some of his words before the service began, talking about the 
home he grew up in, and he said these words exactly, he said, "My mother loved us with 
the love with which she was loved by God." That's the statement that Stephen made. That 
pricked my ear. And that's what's being discussed here.

The next item in this ordered list is for women to be taught to love their children and this 
might seem to be odd for some of us because when we think of a parent/child 
relationship, the love of a mother is one that seems to be stable and enduring. Fathers are 
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more widely known for abandoning families or committing abuses in the home so it 
seems that it is natural for a mother to love her children and that this is not an area that 
requires focus or instruction but it is. The love with which you are to love your children 
does imply endurance but it requires that you understand your charges of loving your 
husband, modeling holiness, and that you deliberately discharge your role as a teacher of 
things that are pleasing to God. Love is more than a feeling and it is more than devotion. 
It is caring for the ultimate good of another, that is salvation.

Verse 5 says women are "To be discreet," the older women are to teach the younger 
women to be discreet, "chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, 
that the word of God be not blasphemed." The fact that the idea of being discreet is 
largely the same as being sober as we discussed in verse 4, maybe the reason why some 
translators remove the charge to be sober from the verse. The rest of the items in the list 
are unique. However I agree with the translators of the King James in keeping the idea in 
both verses. That is because, as I mentioned earlier, being a mother is emotional and it is 
exhausting. If there is anything that mothers need to be reminded of, it is to try to get 
ahead of the emotions and to filter them through Scripture by prayer and by counsel. 
Motherhood can be and often is a roller coaster ride and this makes it all the more 
necessary to hold onto Jesus Christ from the beginning of the journey all the way through 
to the end. Holding on to him will enable you to be in control of your emotions when 
things become unbelievably stressful.

Why do you think that the Holy Spirit places the charge for a woman to be chaste in the 
list at all, and in this place in the order specifically? Recall that he said, "To be discreet, 
to be chaste." Let's first say that to be chaste means to deliberately reject the notion of sin. 
A good way to describe it is in Job 1:8, "And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou 
considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an 
upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?" To be pure is to eschew or to 
turn aside from sin. To answer this question of why God placed it here, let me ask you 
another question: when are you most prone to sin? When does it happen? For many of us, 
for many of you ladies, it is when stress is at its greatest and when the stakes are very 
high. The reason not to sin is because you fear the discipline of God. So you need to be 
chaste.

The next item in the list is that women need to be taught to be keepers at home. The idea 
presented is that of working in the home and keeping the home affairs in order and this is 
not to say that a woman is disallowed from having other interests or that a woman is 
disallowed from working outside of the home. After all, if you look at the Proverbs 31 
woman, she certainly is wise about business. Rather than prohibition from other 
activities, God is defining priority. Going back to the Proverbs 31 woman, it is clear that 
her priority is the home over her business success. Given all that we just went over, this 
should come as no surprise: if the home is not a priority, then how can a woman hope to 
achieve the holiness that we have just spent so much time talking about? 

Being good, now as we move on, being good in this list, being good is different from the 
idea of being chaste. Being chaste describes what you are to tend away from, being good 
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describes what you are to tend towards. Being good is translated in the NASB as being 
kind and I think this is a good way to apply this meaning. We can also elaborate on it by 
looking at Hebrews 13:16 where we read, "But to do good and to communicate forget 
not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased." God is charging through the Holy 
Spirit, the Holy Spirit is charging the mothers to do good so where we read again, "To be 
discreet, chaste, keepers at home," you can almost say, "to do good." It's an action. It's an 
intention. It's a plan. It's contemplated. You need to do good. If we go to Galatians 6:10, 
what do we read? That we are to do good unto all those, especially those of the household 
of faith. We are to seek to do good.

Women are also to be obedient to their own husbands and this does not say obedient to 
every husband or to every man and the reason is that God is placing an emphasis on the 
family unit. The family unit has an order that God has defined. The man is the head of the 
home and this does not mean that he is a benevolent despot and the woman is a person 
who doesn't think and only has to do what she's told, rather it is an allusion to the godly 
nature that the home is to have. The husband is to be the priest and he leads the family 
spiritually and the wife is to look to follow him as he follows Christ. To do this, a woman 
must have her own thriving personal relationship with Jesus Christ. She is not being 
charged with following her husband into spiritual error. She is charged with following 
him as he pursues righteousness.

The last item in Titus is in Titus 2:5 and it sums up the gravity of the passage, of the 
charges, the woman is to do this so that the word of God is not blasphemed. That is, that 
God is not spoken ill of by unbelievers. The Bible teaches throughout that unbelievers 
find occasion to blaspheme the God of heaven by calling out the sins of God's own 
people. For instance, look at Nathan's admonishment to David following David's adultery 
with Bathsheba and his subsequent murder of Uriah. In 2 Samuel 12:14 these are the 
words that we find, "Howbeit, because by this deed," Nathan says as he speaks to David, 
"thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also 
that is born unto thee shall surely die." So Nathan looked at David and said, "Because 
you have done this thing with Bathsheba and to Uriah, you have given occasion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme his name." This concept is also repeated again in 
Romans 2:23-24, "Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law 
dishonourest thou God? For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through 
you, as it is written." So, you see, what's being said here is that having a good testimony 
as a good mother, as a good wife, is so important because the family and the relationship 
that you have reflects who God is and if you reflect him poorly, then you give occasion 
for the heathen to blaspheme the name of the Lord. 

These are the charges that the Lord has for all of you women who are mothers, but I will 
tell you that if I were a mother, I would feel utterly incapable of conforming to all of 
these charges. I would see them as unattainable. However, be encouraged because God 
knows your frame. He knows your limitations. And this is why the Holy Spirit had Paul 
pen these words in Philippians 2:13, "For it is God which worketh in you both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure." You don't have to do these things in your own strength. You 
should not attempt to do these things in your own strength. You cannot do these things in 
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your own strength. Jesus Christ said, I believe it's in John 13, "I am the vine, ye are the 
branches. Without me," we can all quote it together, "ye can do nothing." So the charges 
that the Lord gives you through his word, he's not expecting you of your own merit, 
power, will and sheer perseverance, to accomplish. He's expecting you to do these things 
in submission to him, leaning on him for the strength, the wisdom, the perseverance, the 
power and the intention, the joy in doing them. That's what he's expecting you to do. 

So we have gone through the reasons why and made a connection between being a wife 
and being a mother. We talked about the requirements of being a wife, what the Lord 
says about the relationship of being a wife and being in that relationship with your 
husband. We've talked about the charges that mothers have because God has given you 
lives to protect and to rear. We want to spend just the last few moments talking about 
what we even began our service today with and that's honoring our mothers. 

Proverbs 23 has these verses in 24 and 25, "The father of the righteous shall greatly 
rejoice: and he that begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. Thy father and thy 
mother shall be glad, and she that bare thee shall rejoice." We want our mothers to 
rejoice. We want the children to be the reason for their mothers to be happy. That can be 
accomplished if and only if you are serving Christ in spirit and in truth. We want to honor 
our mothers. We want them to be happy that God allowed them to bear one, two, five, 
six, seven, however many children so you truly need to have that as your intention. Pastor 
Eric is going over the 10 Commandments, well, this is a commandment that I think that 
he last went over, "Honor thy father and thy mother as the Lord thy God hath 
commanded thee that thy days may be prolonged and that it may go well with thee in the 
land which the Lord God hath given thee." So the Lord even considers this idea of 
motherhood, it's so important and not less important than that of the father. He says, 
"Honor thy father and thy mother." You owe honor to them both and these are part of the 
10 Commandments.

There are some who try to get out of this idea, who say, "Well, I don't have a good 
relationship with mom so this isn't where I'm at with my mom." It's like, "I'm not going to 
do this with my mom. My mom is this or my mom did that or my mom didn't do this and 
she should have done that." In Mark 7:10-13, this is what we find, "For Moses said," 
Jesus Christ talking, "Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or 
mother, let him die the death: But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is 
Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be 
free. And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother; Making the 
word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many 
such like things do ye." So for us who are children, you cannot simply say, "I will meet 
my obligations by giving you something to buy you off so I don't have anything more to 
do with you." Honor your mother is a consistent path. It's something that you do 
repeatedly. God has placed her into a position where her charge is what we just 
described. It's not a light position. It's not something that you can simply do capriciously. 
It requires her effort over the duration. It encompasses tears. It encompasses roller coaster 
rides with emotion. It encompasses sacrificing. It encompasses her killing her dream so 
that you can have your dreams. You can't simply say, "Mom, I admit my obligation to 
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you. I'm pursuing my own life." When the Lord says to cleave and to leave, he's not 
saying abandon your mom. He's not saying now that you have a family of your own, 
forget your mom. Forever we have the responsibility to honor our mothers; to put them in 
a position of esteem; to love them as the Lord loved us; to thank them for the sacrifices 
that they have made; to make sure that they feel appreciated for what they have done. 

As many of you know, two of my siblings have passed on and I can tell you one was 53, 
my brother was 53 when he died, my sister was 48 when she died. Neither one of them 
had an ideal life. My brother was a Desert Storm veteran. He certainly had some 
challenges adjusting to life outside of going to Iraq. He was a sniper, I believe, in the 
army and he had emotional scars from that. My mother never stopped being his mother. 
Never stopped. Until the day that we put him in the ground, she was always there for him. 
My sister who was a beautiful soul and my mother had a wonderful relationship, but she 
didn't live an ideal life either. Her marriage broke apart almost as soon as they said I do 
but she had a child to raise. She lived with my mother many years, many, many years 
raising her child, and my mother helped her all those years. She never stopped being her  
mother until my mother got the call that she had had a stroke and went to the hospital and 
my sister had passed. My brother died in 2008, my sister died 22 months later in 2010.  
Talk to my mother now and ask her how many children she has and she doesn't say to 
you three, she has five. Being a mother is a permanent status and it's a position of honor 
and for all of us, we need to make sure we give our mothers the appreciation that they are 
due.

So I pray that this message challenged you but I hope it encouraged you. I hope that you 
understand that it's important to understand the ideal because this is God's best for you. I 
hope you understand that the Lord isn't leaving you alone to navigate these very turbulent 
waters but the Holy Spirit lives inside of you and he will enable you both to will and to 
do. I hope those of us who are not moms can walk beside those who are moms to give 
them encouragement and to let them know that you're praying for them because hopefully 
you are. We talked about the family as being a unit, the body of Christ is also a unit so 
my encouragement to the rest of us here is to play that part: to love our own mothers but 
to love all the mothers who are in our body of Christ. So we praise the Lord for his word  
and I pray that this has been edifying to each and every person in the sound of my voice. 
So let's close in prayer.

Father, our God in heaven, we worship you, we praise you, we thank you for all that you 
have said. We thank you for what you are doing amongst us even now. We look forward, 
Lord God, to see many great things that are done by your gracious, merciful and 
Almighty hand. We we ask that you would be with us as we celebrate the rest of this day, 
celebrating mothers because we celebrate you, loving mothers because we love you. 
Father, please be with our mothers on the rest of their journeys through life as they look 
to submit to you and to raise up a generation of children who serve you. And we pray 
these things in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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