
A Mother’s Day Story from the Life of Timothy 
Various texts 

 

Good morning, everyone. Once again I want to wish all of you mothers a Happy Mother’s Day.   

 

Today I’m going to share what I’m calling Mother’s Day story of God’s grace, and power.  My 

aim is to encourage mothers.  But it will be a ways into the story before you understand the 

mother connection.   The story comes from the first century and involves two very prominent 

figures in the narrative of the early church’s expansion and missionary work. 

 

Who are the two figures?  One is the Apostle Paul; and the other is his young protégé named 

Timothy. 

 

So here it goes… Paul had been sought out by Barnabus and brought to one of the early 

churches’ first church plants in a city named Antioch.  This was north of Israel on the coast of 

the Mediterranean Sea (present day Lebanon).  They were doing pastoral work there, building 

up the new congregation in the faith.   Then one day God moved in them telling them it was 

time to begin spreading the gospel and planting churches in cities of Eastern Europe. 

 

So they were set apart and prayed over.  Their journey took them from city to city preaching the 

gospel, first to Jews and Jewish proselytes in the Jewish synagogues.  Usually this didn’t last 

long before they were rejected, and then began to work in those cities with those who were open 

to the message, both Jews and Gentiles or Greeks. 

 

Their journey started with Cyprus, from there they went to cities in Lycoania which is now 

central Turkey.  In Lycoania one of the cities where they preached the gospel was Lystra.  In 

this city great and terrible things happened.  Sufficient numbers came to faith there, but it was 

also there that Paul was nearly stoned to death. 

 

They left for Derbe, but returned to Lystra to strengthen the disciples there.   Among the 

disciples there at Lystra was a Jewish woman named Eunice, who had a son named Timothy.   

Then they returned home to Antioch. This was the end of Paul’s first missionary journey. 

 

After time had passed Paul decided to return to the fledgling churches to strengthen them on 

what is called the second missionary journey.  When he reached the believers of Lystra and 

Derbe, Paul was personally introduced to a young man named Timothy.  The believers from 

that area testified to Paul about Timothy’s progress and promise.  Take a look: 

 

Acts 16:1-3 Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. And a disciple was there, named Timothy, 

the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek, and he was well 

spoken of by the brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium. Paul wanted this man to go with 

him; and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those parts, for 

they all knew that his father was a Greek. 
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That’s how the relationship between Paul and Timothy began.  And that’s how Timothy’s 

ministry began under the leadership of the Apostle Paul early in his second missionary journey. 

 

Over the next several years Timothy proved to be one of Paul’s most trusted and valued 

coworkers as they preached the gospel and established churches throughout Eastern Europe.   

 

When Paul was arrested in Jerusalem and eventually taken to Rome for his appeal to Ceasar, 

guess who made his way all the way to Rome to be near him and support him?  Timothy did.  It 

was from Rome that Paul said he would send Timothy to the check on the Philippian church 

and bring back a report to Paul about how things were going there.  Let me show you what Paul 

says about Timothy there. 

 

Phil 2:19-22 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may be 

encouraged when I learn of your condition. For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will 

genuinely be concerned for your welfare. For they all seek after their own interests, not those of 

Christ Jesus. But you know of his proven worth, that he served with me in the furtherance of the 

gospel like a child serving his father.  

 

Over time Paul became like a father to Timothy, and Timothy like a son to Paul.  He eventually 

left Timothy in charge at the church they planted in Ephesus, a strategic and significant city to 

keep a strong church alive in.  That is where Timothy was when Paul wrote what we call the 

pastoral Epistle of 1 Timothy.  We have two of Paul’s letters to Timothy, and they are among 

the greatest pastoral resources we have.  They are filled with great affection, and also strong 

challenges.   

 

It is in those letters where we get the feeling of Paul’s affection when he calls Timothy “my true 

child in the faith” and “my son.”  

 

2 Timothy is written when Paul knows he is about to be executed in prison.  And he urges 

Timothy not to allow persecution and tribulation to cause him to waver in his work for the Lord.  

Paul reminded him about the persecution that he himself endured when he was stoned because 

of preaching the gospel in the city where Paul brought the gospel to Timothy’s family.  

Timothy’s faith was born out of Paul’s suffering.   

 

At the end of the day we see Timothy as one of the most significant figures in the development 

and expansion of the early church.  But how did it happen?  And what does this have to do with 

honoring mothers? 

 

Well, as it turns out, Timothy didn’t accept Christ when Paul preached at Lystra.  But 

Timothy’s mother did.  And his grandmother too.     

 



You may recall that in Acts 16, when we are introduced to Timothy, we learn that he is the son 

of a Jewish woman and a Greek (or Gentile) father.  And later down the road when Paul writes 

to Timothy in his second pastoral epistle, he says this: 

 

2 Tim 1:5 For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your 

grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice,. 
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Apparently Timothy’s mother was reached when Paul preached to the Jews of Lystra.  And so 

was his grandmother.  But then they, in turn, shared Jesus with Timothy.  But that is still not 

where it all began.  For Timothy it began actually through the mothering he received from 

infancy.  Turn in your bibles to 2 Timothy 3. 

 

2 Tim 3:14-15 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced 

of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have 

known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus. NIV 

 

Now who do you suppose taught Timothy the Holy Scriptures from infancy?  His dad is 

Gentile.  His mother is a Jewish woman, who by the time Paul met Timothy is listed as a Jewish 

believer or Christian, while his father isn’t.   

 

We get the picture that Timothy’s mother effectively taught her son the Scriptures.  She had to 

have been educated to some degree, knowledgeable, capable, faithful.   

 

Think of the timeline.  While young Timothy was being taught through the Old Testament 

Scriptures about the coming Savior and Messiah, Jesus was already here and living and 

ministering the Good News of the kingdom in Israel.  Only they didn’t know it.   

 

When the news of Jesus’ death and resurrection finally reached Lystra, Timothy’s mom had 

him ready to respond.  He had been taught the Holy Scriptures which are able to make one wise 

or ready for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus…. 

 

Takeaways for Christian Moms and Dads 

 

Takeaway #1: Your Spiritual Influence prepares your children for faith in Christ. 

 

From the early days -- reading good children’s books and Bible stories to your kids, to taking 

them to Vacation Bible School and Sunday School, to the conversations you have when they 

disobey you or get caught stealing -- we are preparing our children for faith in Christ.   

 

We teach them about Adam and Eve, our sinful nature and how God sent His Son to die on the 

cross for our sins.  Our job isn’t to punish bad behavior and make them obey.   
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Our job is to teach them about what God says is right and why we all have a difficult time 

obeying God.  We’re sinners, and only Jesus Christ can really help us rise above the dark side 

of our soul. 

 

Takeaway #2: Your Spiritual influence prepares your children for God’s purposes. 

 

God has plans for your kids.  And parents get the awesome privilege of preparing their kids to 

serve God in the ways God wants them to.  Timothy’s mother could have never foreseen what 

God was going to do through Timothy.  But it’s the job of parents to do whatever they can to 

help their children be ready for whatever that is, and then be behind them 100% to reach their 

fullest potential for the Lord. 

 

 

Takeaway #3: Your Spiritual influence begins earlier than you may realize. 

 

Timothy’s mother Eunice prepared her son from infancy because she was prepared by her 

mother.  God’s design is for successive generations of faith.   

 

Now it has to start somewhere.  And some of you are first generation followers of Christ.  And 

by the time God got ahold of you, it was too late for you to read bible stories and pray with your 

kids when they were 2-3-4 years old.  But it has to start somewhere. 

 

This is why we put so much emphasis here on children’s and youth ministry as a church.  We 

want to help moms and dads prepare these kids to be following Christ when they make their 

marriage decision.  When they have their first baby.   

 

We can’t control it all, but we can do our part to prepare them.  

 

Takeaway #4: Your Spiritual influence can reach farther than you will ever know. 

 

Lois and Eunice not only couldn’t have imagined how God would use young Timothy as the 

first mate to the missionary admiral Paul, but Timothy established churches which established 

churches, all of which preached and proclaimed the gospel to reach many first generation 

Christians which other generations followed.  There is no way to measure the impact of 2 

Timothy 3:14-15.   

 

2 Tim 3:14-16 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced 

of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have 

known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus.  

NIV 

 

 



Conclusion:  

 

Moms and Dads:  Don’t underestimate the power of your words, the power of your example, 

and the power of your praying for your children.  Don’t give up when it seems like they have 

quit listening.  God can bring across your children’s paths others who will build on what you 

have done.   

 

Men, it’s good for us to see how powerful an influence our wives can have in this world and 

value the time they are able to spend with the children when they are young.  It’s important for 

us to value that.  It’s also important to see in Paul’s relationship with Timothy how young men 

can thrive and rise up under the spiritual fatherhood of an older man. 

 

And I don’t in any way want to indicate that we should ever leave all the spiritual influence of 

your children to their mother.  But I want every mother, whether single or married, to be 

affirmed about the power of your influence.  The importance of your education and your ability 

to effectively teach your children about the Lord. 

 

I relate very directly to this story from my own childhood, but I would never want to recreate it 

for my own kids.   

 

Like Timothy, I had a mother who versed me in biblical truth, saw to it that I was educated in 

the Scriptures from infancy.  She prayed for me like crazy, and she couldn’t have been a better 

example to me and my brothers. 

 

And the power of her influence lives on in hundreds and hundreds of lives today through the 

influence of her children and grandchildren, and through the influence of the many women 

throughout her life that she impacted with her Christian witness as a nurse. 

 

The same can be true of every mother here, as well as every man and woman who is willing to 

invest in next generation ministries such as Promiseland, Student Ace and Vacation Bible 

School this summer, MOPS and so forth. 

 

As a Christian parent you are a disciple-maker first to your children, but also their friends and 

even your spiritual nieces and nephews in the body of Christ. 

 

What’s your next step?  How does what you have heard need to affect you today? 

 

Let’s pray. 


