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[Sunday, May 8, 2016] 1John Series, 1John chapter 2, verses 7-11 – Craig 
Thurman 
 
Words cannot amply express the subject that is before us today.  The Lord bless 
to our understanding those things that we need so that we might have a renewed 
appreciation for the things that come to us from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ; that we might have a renewed appreciation, as His own dear 
children, for the blessings we share together with Christ in this New Testament 
church relationship. 
  
To summarize the sequence of the thoughts so far in our study of 1John: 
  

The testimony of the apostles confirmed that the eternal and living Word of 
God had come to us; and their declaration was so that we might come into 
fellowship with the Father and the Son, and that our joy might be full. (1.1-
4) 
 
Because God is light and in Him is no darkness at all, Jesus Christ, who is 
with the Father is our propitiation to God for our sins.  Through His blood 
we have the means for continued fellowship with God. (1.5-2.2) 
 
By keeping His commandments and His Word we do know that we know 
Him, that we are in Him, and recognize others who are likewise. (2.3-5) 

 
This was stated in the introduction to this study, and it bears repeating now, keep 
in mind that the major teaching of this letter is love; the love of God and love for 
one another.  Second to this is the doctrine of abiding.  If we love God we will 
continue in fellowship with Him.  If we love the brethren we will continue with 
them and in their fellowship.  The love that many profess to have for God and for 
His people, yet they never come to the place where they will commit themselves 
to the accountability of a church body, or after they have come into this 
fellowship for a time fall away disagrees with the record of the Word of God.  This 
should not be construed to mean that eternal life does not abide in those whose 
lives are discordant with God’s Word, but these certainly do not know the love of 
God; do not know what it means to abide in Him; and are deprived of vital 
fellowship which will prove and strengthen their love for the Father, the Son, and 
the children of God.  Those who keep His Word are being perfected in the love of 
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God. (1Jn.2.5)  Faith in Christ, N.T. baptism, and identification with one of the true 
churches of Christ marks the very beginning of love being perfected.   
 

Joh 6:67  Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 
68  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast 
the words of eternal life. 
69  And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the 
living God. 
… (There were those who would not continue with Christ) 
66  From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more 
with him. 

  
We saw that the Greek phrase e]n tou<t&, presents a sort of guide post for the 

true children of God to prove the certainty of our professon as well as that of 
others.  It is found fourteen times in this epistle, and said five different ways:  

 
Hereby, e]n tou<t&  

2.3, that we do know Him; 2.5, that we’re in Him; 3.16, know the love of 
God; 3.19, that we are in the truth; 3.24, that He abides in us; 4.2, those 
who know Christ; 4.13, we dwell in Him;  
 
In Him, e]n tou<t& 

2.4, those who are in the truth; 2.5, those being perfected in the love of 
God; 
 
In this, e]n tou<t& 

3.10, those who are the children of God from those who are the children of 
the devil; 4.9, the manifestation of the love of God; 
 
Herein, e]n tou<t& 

4.10, is love; 4.17, love is perfected; 
 
By this, e]n tou<t& 

5.2, we love the children of God. 
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We must know Him in order to live for Him.  But we are faced with a paradox.  In 
1Jn.2.3-6 the assurance of that knowledge only comes by keeping his 
commandments.  (Read that text again.) What does this say?  It says that I can 
have known Him savingly and not know that I know Him experimentally.  Again, I 
can know Him and not know that I know Him.  Can a Christian be filled with 
doubts and hindered by unbelief after having been brought to faith in Chirst?  Yes.  
How can this be?  That is sad outcome of not applying the Word of God, not living 
for Christ; disinterest in the things of God.  We have not obeyed His 
commandments or kept His Word.  Where once the love of Christ and the Word 
of God was our greatest, first love; we were filled with joy for the grace of God 
bestowed upon unworthy sinners as we, but since then, somewhere along the 
way we began to cool and grow cold to Christ, His Word, and His people.  For the 
lack of the acknowledgment of known sin in our lives this is the result.  John has 
laid it out for us how to keep ourselves in the love of God. (Jude 21)  Repent and 
He will cleanse and restore us to fellowship. (1Jn.1.9)  But for this you must have 
known that He died for you at Calvary.  Baptism and church membership isn’t a 
replacement for faith in Christ.  We must know Him savingly before we can begin 
to know Him experimentally.  Do you know that Jesus Christ bore the punishment 
for your sins before God when He died on the cross?   Have you repented of your 
sins against God?  If so, have you followed Him since by receiving believer’s 
baptism?  Have you identified with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection in 
baptism?  And after this have you come into the fellowship of one of the Lord’s 
New Testament churches?  
 

1Jo 5:13  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of 
the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may 
believe on the name of the Son of God. 
 

(Read 2.7-11) 
There is a rule or a principle that is at work in the children of God.  It was never 
before so clearly manifested as it was since our Lord came into a human body and 
dwelt among men.  In verses 7, 8 we read of an old commandment and a new 
one.  What does this mean? The answer is given in the verses that immediately 
follow.  (vss.9-11)  
 

A clarifying note at this point: 
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It is not doing which causes us to know the Lord, but rather that doing 
proves the reality of our knowledge of Him.  How greatly has the truth of 
Christ been distorted even among the true churches on this point.  The 
gospel and doctrine of Christ by many have been turned backwards, upside 
down, inside out and every other way but right.  To think that faith or love 
for Christ can manifest before the bestowment of the grace of life and the 
love of God contradicts the truth of the Word of God.   

 
What is the commandment that is old but new of which John speaks?  The 
commandment is summed up in these words, Love your brother. 
  

1Jo 2:10  He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none 
occasion of stumbling in him. 

 
The closest commandment to this is: 
 

1Pe 1:22  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren (filadelfian), see that ye 

love (a]gaph<sate, 2ppl., aor., imper. of a]gapa<w) one another with a pure 

heart fervently … 
 
1Pe 2:17  Honour all men. Love (a]gapa<te, 2ppl., pres. imper. of a]gapa<w) 

the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 
 

The commandment to love one another and to love the brethren is most often 
found in simple statements of fact. John himself never commands love but point 
to the commandment to love. 
 

1Th 4:9  But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for 
ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. 
 

The seven imperatives of 1John: 
1.  2.15, Love not the world;  
 
2.  2.24, Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from 
the beginning; (concerning the truths of Christ come in the flesh) 
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3.  2.28, abide in him;  
 
4.  3.7, let no man deceive you;  
 
5.  3.13, Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you;  
 
6.  4.1, Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether 
they are of God;  
 
7.  5.21, Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 

keep, fula<ssw, phulasso, to be kept like a prisoner by a 

guard; not thre<w, tereo, to preserve, keep, reserve. This text 

shows the necessary force required in order to maintain an 
idolatry free life.)  

 
This is an old commandment in that it is not a recent commandment.   
 

1Jo 3:11  For this is the message (a]ggeli<a, announcment) that ye heard 

from the beginning, that we should love one another. 
 
The phrase, from the beginning, requires quite a bit of consideration whenever 
we come to it in Scripture.   
 

The phrase, from the beginning, is found 25 times in the New Testament. 
(25 = forgiveness)  It is found in the gospel of John 4 times (creature);  in 
1John 9 times; 2John twice (11 times in his epistles, for judgment), for a 
total of 15 times (for rest). 
 

Personally, whenever I have come to this phase in the various places of Scripture 
that it occurs, it has been very difficult to positively prove to what point it refers.  
In this particular text, because we have already seen this phrase used in chapter 
1, verse 1 it seems that all of us are drawn to the time of the beginning of the 
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ among His disciples.  I believe we shall see that 
Scripture will bear this out as we move forward in this lesson today.  But to be 
clear, the commandment itself, to love one another, is as old as the Scriptures 
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themselves.  Before the LORD was finished with the pen of Moses as He wrote the 
Penteteuch he wrote these words: 
 

Le 19:18  Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children 
of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD. 
 

neighbor, fr2, translated first as another (Ge.11.3), meaning the 

other one (Ex.18.7); also as neighbor (Ex.11.2), friend (Ge.38.20), 
fellow (Jud.7.13), and brother (Deu.24.10). 

 
Our Lord Jesus refers to this same period of time and the giving of the Law and 
states the two chief commandments which have ever regulated the lives of the 
people of God. 

 
Mt.22.36  Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 
37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. (Deu.6.4,5: My affections, the 
essense of my existence, and my mind, because I love Him, are to be wholly 
devoted to God.) 
38  This is the first and great commandment. 
39  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
40  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

 
In this sense the rule or principal of love is not a new one.  It is an old 
commandment. In the sense that Jesus taught it it was not a new commandment.  
But in another sense this commandment is a new one.  Never, since the beginning 
of time has there been a clearer revelation of love for God and for sinners than 
what we witnessed at the coming of Jesus Christ, the Son of God into the world.   
 

1Jo 3:23  And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. 

 
If ever we ever perceived the love of God it was in Christ.  And everyone that 
knows God knows in truth knows His love, and in that way ought to love their 
brother, their neighbor, their fellow.  And so let’s take a step back again from 
what we have said today and work through these few verses. 
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7 ¶  Brethren,  I write     no new commandment unto you,  
                          present 
 

I write, gra<fw, 1ps., pres., ind., act., I write. 

 
but an old commandment which                ye had                      from the beginning.  
                                                                       imperfect 
                                                                ‘you were having’ 
                                                       meaning, which ye had then,  
                                                  and which continues even until now 
 

old, παλαιὰν, acc., sing., fem. of palaio<j, adjective, and always 

translated with the English word, old.  
 

ye had, εἴχετε, 2ppl, imperf. of e@xw, I have; Lk.17.6; Ro.6.21; 1Jn.2.7, 

had; Jo. 9.41, have.  
 
A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament, p.187, Westber quotes 
from Donaldson the following definition of the imperfect, ‘…It [the 
imperfect, added] implies that a certain thing was going on at a specified 
time, but excludes the assertion that the end of the action was attained” ...’ 
 
New Testament Greek, by J. Gresham Machen, p.65, ‘The tense which 
denotes continued action in past time is called the imperfect.’ 

 
Robertson’s Word Pictures, vol. 6, p.211, ‘Which ye had (hen eichete). 
Imperfect active, reaching back to the beginning of their Chrstian lives (ap’ 
arches). 
 
The commandment that John writes is the same that it has ever been.  
There is a single commandment, an all-comprehensive principle that has 
been imparted to and governs the lives of the children of God.  This is no 
vain or recent novelty. 
 

Matthew Poole, ‘… viz. a part of original Christianity …’ 
 

                                                     λόγος 
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The old commandment is    the word    which ye have heard from the beginning. 
                                                                   heard  
              present                                 aor., ind., act 
 
is, e]stin, 3ps., pres., ind. of ei]mi<, I am. 

 
have heard, ἠκούσατε, 2ppl., aor., ind., act. of a]kou<w, I hear; KJV, 

have heard, heard, had heard; most often,  have heard;  in John’s 
letters, 2.7, 18, 24  (twice); 2Jn.6, have heard; 3.11 heard. 

 
This is more than hearing sounds with the ear.  This hearing causes the 
affections, the sensibilities, and the mind, the will to be changed from what 
they ever were before.  What causes the hearing ear is not the preaching of 
the Word, but the personal call of Christ. 
  

Joh 5:25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that 
hear shall live. 
 

Then, and only then, and this is so for every child of God regardless if they 
understand the truth on this matter or not, can we hear that preached 
Word and convert in our life again and again, as we learn and apply the 
things of the Word of Christ. 

 
Joh 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

 
The children of God have heard this Word with their spiritual hearing.  They 
heard it, they understand it, and they want to follow it and bear fruit.  That 
is in every child of God. 
  

Mt 13:23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that 
heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, 
and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
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The heart that had been previously cultivated by the 
Husbandman, in a way that others had not been, when the 
Seed is sown they hear it and understand it. 

 
Joh 10:16  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one 
fold, and one shepherd. (There is not going to be one Jewish fold and 
another Gentile fold, but there is only going to be one kind of fold, 
and that is Jews and Gentiles into one kind of church.) 
 
Joh 10:27  My sheep hear my voice (whether Jew or Gentile), and I 
know (ginw<skw, 1ps., pres. ind. act.) them, and they follow me … 

 
Ac 16:14  And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the 
city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: (we are told how 
she came to hear the gospel at the mouth of these servants of God…) 
whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things 
which were spoken of Paul.  
 

Lydia, because the voice of the Son had opened her heart, for 
the first time in her life she could attend to the truth of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and hear the teaching of His Word from 
that time forward.  She, who had never truly understood or 
loved God in truth, now loved Him in Christ and loved His 
Word, and loved his messengers, and loved the people of God. 

 
What do we know of those who will never hear? 
 

Joh 8:43  Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye 
cannot hear my word. 
44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will 
do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 
45  And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 
 

But we note that  John has not told us what that old commandment is.  
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7 Ἀδελφοὶ, οὐκ ἐντολὴν καινὴν γράφω ὑμῖν, ἀλλ᾽ ἐντολὴν παλαιὰν, ἣν 
εἴχετε ἀπ᾽ ἀρχῆς ἡ ἐντολὴ ἡ παλαιά ἐστιν ὁ λόγος ὃν ἠκούσατε ἀπ᾽ ἀρχῆς 
 
                                         γράφω                                  e]stin 

8  Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which [thing] is true in him and in 
you:  
                                                        present                                   present 

 
again, πάλιν, Robert Young’ Concordance to the KJV Bible says that 
this is translated 140 times with the English word, again.  

 
        We know this is true in our Lord Jesus Christ, and we know it is true in us. 
 
                                                                                                         ἤδη 
because the darkness        is past,           and the true light    now     shineth. 
                       obscurity    passes away                                     already  appears. 
                                       pres. ind. pass                                                     pres. ind. 

                                   (2.17) 
 
John assumes that we know what the old commandment is that is also 
new.  Let’s consider how this commandment is considered new. 
 
First of all, a distinction that can be made between the old and the new is 
that the mystery of the working of the grace of God has become 
manifested.  There were many things that were kept secret or hidden by 
types and patterns throughout the history of the O.T. that have, only since 
Christ, become clearer. 
 

The mystery of the kingdom. (Mt.4.11)  The mystery of God’s 
dealings with Israel and the Gentiles.  (Ro.11.25; Eph.3.9) The marvel 
of the new birth.  (Jo.3.7) The mystery of the Person, Jesus Christ.  
(Ro.16.25; 1Co.2.7) The mystery of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
(Col.1.26, 27) The mystery of the resurrection.  (1Co.15.51) The 
mystery of the will or purpose of God. (Eph.1.9) The mystery of the 
relationship of Christ and his church. (Eph.5.32)  The mystery of 
Antichrist.  (2Thes.2.7) 
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These things, and more were secrets of God and have only been revealed  
since the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  But especially clear is the 
newness of the commandment to love God and love one another. There has 
never been a greater, clearer demonstration of the love of God than that 
which which was manifested between the Father and the Son and of the 
Father and Son for sinners than when Jesus, God’s only begotten Son came 
into the world.  This is the new aspect of the old commandment to love our 
brother.  Not before the coming of Jesus Christ had there been such an an 
openness of the love of God.  Jesus is the very definition of the love of God.  

 
1Jo 3:16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down 
his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
 
1Jo 4:9  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because 
that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. 
 
1Jo 4:10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

 
Jesus Christ showed us what it is to love God, to love one another, to love 
our neighbor, to love our friend and to love our enemies.  It is in this way 
that the old commandment is called a new commandment.   
 

1Jo 4:16  And we have known and believed the love that God hath to 
us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 
in him. 

  
Apart from Him there is no love.   
 

Perhaps this analogy might help: the difference between the love 
revealed before Christ and that which was revealed by the personal 
appearance of Christ is like comparing any other light to the sun.  No 
other light compares to the light of the sun, and all former 
manifestations of love pale in comparison to the love shown by 
Christ. 
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Our Lord called this a new commandment. He not only gave us the 
commandment, but He showed us what it means … as I have loved you …   
 

Joh 13:34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
 
Joh 15:12  This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I 
have loved you. 
13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends. 
14  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.  
 

He didn’t say that you will become my friends if you do what I 
say, but that as a proof that you are my friends you shall do 
what I say. 
 

15  Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not 
what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I 
have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 
16  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he 
may give it you. 
17  These things I command you, that ye love one another. 
 

The things commanded of us by our Lord Jesus Christ were so 
that we could manifest the love that we have for Him and one 
another. Not to cause love, but to prove the love of God at 
work in us. 

 
The term, new commandment, is found 4 times in the N.T. and only in 
John’s writings. (cf.Jn.13.34; 1Jn2.7, 7; 2Jn.5)  The last time is in 2Jn.5. 
  

2Jo.5  And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new 
commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, 
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that we love one another.  (Notice again that the commandment will 
prove our love.) 

 
Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which [thing] is true in him 
and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. 

 
darkness: 

darkness, σκοτία; always translated darkness; refers to both spiritual 
darkness, natural darkness; Mt. 10.27; Lk.12.3, is synonymous to 
covered, hidden, (v.26) and contrasted with light, which means to 
uncover, reveal, make known and open to others (v.27); speaks of 
private communications; Jn.6.17; 20.1, of that part of the evening 
when it becomes dark; Jn.8.12, contrasts the light of Christ with the 
darkness that there is without Him; Jn.12.35, 36, manifests a 
blindness to the person of Christ; Jn.12.46, marks a continuance of a 
manner of life without Christ; 1Jn.1.5, and refers to that which 
cannot concealed, hidden, unknown and unrevealed to God.    
 

Darkness is found 16 times in the New Testament:  

2 times:  
Mt. 10.27; Lk.12.3;  
 

8 times: 
John’s gospel (Jn.1.5; 
6.17; 8.12; 12.35, 46; 
20.1);  

6 times: 
1John (1Jn.1.5; 2.8, 9, 
11) 

 
John, but for twice (Mt.10.27; Lk.12.3), makes use of this word which is 
always translated darkness.  Darkness, as it is used here, means obscurity, 
mystery, and the unknown things.  John says that this darkness is a thing of 
the past.   
 

is past, παράγεται, 3ps., pres., ind., pass. of para<gw, to pass, 

depart;  only used again in 1Jn.2.17, passeth away. 
 

παράγεται: 
1Jo 2:17  And the world passeth away παράγεται, and the lust 
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 
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now, ἤδη, adverb; KJV, Mt.14.15; now; Mt.17.12, already; Mt.24.32, 
yet; Lk.19.37, even now; Jn.11.39, by this time; John uses this only 
once more in this letter (1Jn.4.3) 
 

1Jn.4.3  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and 
even now already is it in the world. 

 
shine, φαίνει, 3ps., pres., ind. of fai<nw, to have the appearance, to 

be seen; φαίνει, is all three times translated with the English word 
shineth. 

 
Love is sacrificial in that it will move one to lays down its life for the 
brethren. 

 
Jn.15.13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends. 
14  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.  

 
Friends have a commaraderie. Friends always have a common 
denominator.  Remove all of the difference of vocation, gifts, likes and 
dislikes, the one common denominator must be Jesus Christ, or we are not 
in any better a relationship that that which the world partakes.   

 
The children of God should have a commaraderie that centers upon Christ.  
So, we would lay down our lives for one another as we follow Christ and His 
example.  That doesn’t mean that we quit our jobs, or neglect our families, 
or give up our personal responsibilities and devote ourselves to promote 
others to our hurt.  But in all of those things we would help our brother 
when he has need, when it is in our power to do so.  We don’t seize upon 
the opportunity to help our brother simple because we stand to gain 
something from helping them.   

 
Having the most profound gifts of oratory, intellect and self-sacrifice profits 
me nothing if I haven’t love. 
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1Corinthians 13, Love: 

1Co 13:4  Charity suffereth long, 
and 
 
is kind;  
 
 
 
 
 
 
charity envieth not;  
 
 
charity vaunteth not itself,  
 
 
 
 
is not puffed up, 
 
5  Doth not behave itself 
unseemly,  
 
seeketh not her own,  
 
 
is not easily provoked,  
 
thinketh no evil; 
 
 
 
6  Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the truth; 
 
7  Beareth all things,  

Love is longsuffering;  
 
 
has a spirit of entreaty (Tyndale, 
courteous) (KJV, kind, 
xrhsteu<omai, related to 

xra<omai; to treat others as if it 

were I on the other end of the 
issue);   
 
doesn’t envy (not zealously 
affected against another);  
 
vaunteth not itself [when truly 
not caring], perpereu<omai, TDNT, 

vol. 6, p.93, arrogant, mania for 
criticism, and too pedantic;  
 
is not puffed up,  
 
not indecent 
 
 
an egomaniac (everything doesn’t 
center around our universe);  
 
quick to be stirred to provocation 
 
doesn’t suppose evil is due; 
perhaps,  doesn’t find a secret joy 
in the demise of others;  
 
rejoices in the truth;   
 
 
quietly conceals things that are 
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believeth all things,  
 
hopeth all things, endureth all 
things. 
 
 

better kept private;  
 
takes brethren at their word;  
 
anticipates good things with 
them; and continues with them. 
 

 
Lk.10.29  But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is 
my neighbour? 
30  And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of 
his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 
31  And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and 
when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 
32  And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked 
on him, and passed by on the other side. 
33  But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: 
and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 
34  And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and 
wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and 
took care of him. 
35  And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, 
and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and 
whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay 
thee. 
36  Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him 
that fell among the thieves? 
37  And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto 
him, Go, and do thou likewise. 

 
8 πάλιν ἐντολὴν καινὴν γράφω ὑμῖν, ὅ ἐστιν ἀληθὲς ἐν αὐτῷ, καὶ ἐν ὑμῖν, 
ὅτι ἡ σκοτία παράγεται, καὶ τὸ φῶς τὸ ἀληθινὸν ἤδη φαίνει 
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4εἶναι    1ἐν 2τῷ 3φωτὶ              μισῶν 

9  He that saith he     is           in the light,    and    hateth      his brother,  
                                                                                     is hating 
                                                                                   (v.11, 3.15) 
                                 present                                     part. pres. 

 
εἶναι, is present infinitive of ei]mi<, I am. 

 
ἐν τῷ φωτὶ >, is found nine times in the N.T. (Mt.10.27; Lk.12.3; 

Jn.5.35; Col.1.12; 1Jn.1.7 (twice), 2.9, 10; Re.21.24);  
 

e]stin  ἐν τῇ σκοτίᾳ               ἕως ἄρτι 

   is         in darkness      even until now. 
            in the darkness                   this moment. 

 
ἐν τῇ σκοτίᾳ, in darkness, or in the darkness, like in the light, is found 
9 times in the New Testament, (Mt.10.27; Lk.12.3; Jn.1.5; 8.12; 12.35, 
46; 1Jn.2.9, 11 [twice]) 
 
now, ἄρτι, adverb meaning at the present moment; the only time 
used in 1John. 
 

Nine times this Greek phrase, e]n t&? fwti>, translated in the light is found.  

Nine is the number which represents fruit.  Most of us qualify this to mean 
fruit of the Spirit.  I think it is better to simply mean fruit.  The text will 
determine whether the fruit is spirit or carnal.  The Greek phrase, ἐν τῇ 
σκοτίᾳ, in darkness or in the darkness is also found nine times.  The truth is, 
we are bearing fruit.  The question is, what kind of fruit is it that we are 
bearing?  
 

hates, μισῶν, nom., sing., masc., part., pres., act. of mise<w, always 

translated with the English word hate (42);  this verb μισῶν, nom., 
sing., masc., part., pres., act., is only used by John. (cf. Jn.12.25; 
15.23; 1Jn.2.9, 11; 3.15).  The present participle states a continuing 
action: he that is hating his brother … 
 



1John Series 

18 
 

I ask these questions, not to set you up and embarrass anyone, but to look 
square into the hard truth of this issue.  Can a Christian hate his brother?  
Can a Christian lie? (Acts 5, Ananias and Saphira’s deceit against the church 
and the Holy Spirit) Can a Christian steal?  Can a Christian get drunk? (Noah, 
Ge.9.21) Can a Christian commit sexual sins? (2Sa.11.3, David’s adultery; 
1Co.5, fornication) Can a Christian be a lousy husband, father, wife, mother, 
son or daughter?  Can a Christian become extremely angry?  (Mt.20.24; 
26.8; the apostles became indignant) Can a Christian commit murder? 
(Ex.2.12, Moses) So, I ask again, can a Christian hate his brother or sister in 
the Lord?  Yes.   
 
The question that we should ask ourselves in relation to this text is not 
whether he can hate, but rather, Is a Christian walking in the light when he 
hates his brother or sister?  That is the question we need to ask.  The 
answer to that is no.  We have already read in chapter one (1:6), If we say 
that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not 
the truth … No brother, no sister who hates his brother is walking in the 
light of Christ, walking in that way of the Lord.  Such behavior is totally 
inconsistent with the life of Christ.  The truth is that as long as this one 
continues in unresolved hate, or any sin he … is in darkness. 
 
The Greek preposition e]n, en, translated in – in the light/in the darkness is 

synonymous with the Greek me<nw, meno, translated abide.  Either we are 

abiding in the light or we are abiding in the darkness. 
 

9 Ὁ λέγων ἐν τῷ φωτὶ εἶναι, καὶ τὸν ἀδελφὸν αὑτοῦ μισῶν, ἐν τῇ σκοτίᾳ 
ἐστὶν ἕως ἄρτι 
                                                                                                           ἐν τῷ φωτὶ 

10  He that loveth   his brother    abideth                                               in the light,  
   He who is loving                        abides, continues, remains, tarries, dwells 
 

that loveth, ἀγαπῶν, nom., sing., masc., part., pres. of a]gapa<w, to 

love; 11 times used by John; 3 times by Paul (cf. to Ro.13.8); in 1Jn. 
3.10, 14; 4.7, 20, 21; 5.1;  
 



1John Series 

19 
 

abideth, me<nei, 3ps., pres., ind. of me<nw, to abide, remain, dwell, 

continue, tarry;  John uses this verb, 12 times in this epistle (1Jn.2.10, 
14, 17, 27; 3.9 14, 17, 24 [2], 4.12, 15, 16). 
 

He that uses his goods to help his brother in need, longsuffers with him, 
treats him courteously, who can lay aside egocentricities, supposes no evil, 
has no secret pleasure in his demise, rejoices in the truth, take them at 
their word, hopes the best, and continues on that Emmaus road together 
with Christ … abides in the light of Christ. 

 
                  e]stin                           σκάνδαλον 

and there    is     none occasion of stumbling in him. 
                              not          –           offense 
 

stumbling, σκάνδαλον, offense (10), stumblingblock (3), occasion to 
fall (1), occasion of stumbling (1); a total of 15 times σκάνδαλον, 
skandalon is found in the N.T. 
 

The idea is that of walking in the light.  One who walks in the light knows 
where he is, how he arrived there, and how to continue.  In this state he is 
alert and aware of pitfalls or dangers that lay in the way.  Contrast this to 
the one who is walking in darkness.  The claim by such an one, that he is 
walking in the light, that he has no sin shows the work of deception  and a 
state of temporal darkness. 

 
10 ὁ ἀγαπῶν τὸν ἀδελφὸν αὑτοῦ, ἐν τῷ φωτὶ μένει, καὶ σκάνδαλον ἐν 
αὐτῷ οὐκ ἔστιν 

 
                           μισῶν                     e]sti<n 

11  But he that   hateth   his brother   is        in darkness,     and walketh  
                           is hating                                in the darkness           occupies (himself)       
                           v.9, 3.15 
 

hates, μισῶν, nom., sing., masc., part., pres., act. of mise<w, always 

translated with the English word hate (42);  this verb μισῶν, nom., 
sing., masc., part., pres., act., is only used by John. (cf. Jn.12.25; 
15.23; 1Jn.2.9, 11; 3.15 
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walketh, περιπατεῖ, 3ps., pres., ind. of peripate<w, I walk; peri< 

about, concerning +  pate<w to tread; most often, walk; once 

1Pe.5.8, walk about; Mk.12.38, go; He.13.9, that have been 
occupied. 

 
ἐν τῇ σκοτίᾳ             καὶ    οὐκ οἶδεν      ποῦ        ὑπάγει 
 in darkness,            and knoweth not whither   he goeth,  
in the darkness               perceives        where     
                                        understands 
 

goeth, ὑπάγει, 3ps., pres., ind. of u[pa<gw, go … way, went away, 

goeth; u[po< of, under, with, by +  a@gw to bring, go, lead,  

 
                                            ἐτύφλωσεν             τοὺς  ὀφθαλμοὺς αὐτοῦ 
because that darkness    hath blinded                        his eyes. 
                                                  blinds                        the eyes of him 
 

hath blinded, ἐτύφλωσεν, 3ps., aor., ind., act. of tuflo<w, tuphloO, 

to blind; the aspect of time concerning when is not the issue as much 
as it is the fact that this one is in fact blind.  Two other places where 
this verb is used in various tenses: 
  

The perfect tense denotes the present state resultant upon a 
past action: Because the Lord blinded their eyes the result is 
their unbelief: 
Joh 12:40  He hath blinded (tetu<flwken, perf., ind., act.; he 

blinded) their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should 
not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be 
converted, and I should heal them. 
 
The aorist tense denotes a fact without reference to the time; 
the fact of unbelief is because Satan is keepin some in 
blindness: 
2Co 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded , or 
‘blinded’ (ἐτύφλωσεν, 3ps., aor., ind., act., blinds) the minds of 
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them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

 
The noun form of this Greek word is tuflo<j, tuphlos.  It is used most 

often with reference to physical blindness.  It is used with reference to 
spiritual blindness in Mt.15.14; 23.16; 17, 19, 24, 26; Lk.6.39; Jn.9.39; 12.40; 
Ro.2.19.   Three times Christians are said to be blind. First, here in our 
present text, and then in 2Pe.1.9 and Re.3.17. 
 

2Pe 1:9  But he that lacketh [to add to his faith] these things [virtue; 
knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and 
charity] is blind (tuflo<j, tuphlos), and cannot see afar off, and hath 

forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 
 

This blindess is not the same as those who are still in unbelief.  
Notice it reads, is blind and cannot see afar off …  His sight has 
become obscured because of a deficiency in much the same 
way that our natural eyesight might become affected through 
some chemical deficiency. 

 
Re 3:17  Because thou sayest (Laodicean church), I am rich, and 
increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind (tuflo<j, 

tuphlos), and naked: 
 
Blindness in the saints is the result of not walking in agreeable fellowship 
with Christ; not continuing or abiding in Him.  It is not that they lose their 
life; it is not that they return to a state of blindness as they were before 
Christ, but that they have become dimmed to what once was clear light.  
For stepping away from the light through sin and continued neglect we may 
become deluded by the world and lose all sense of spiritual direction.  We 
no longer know or understand where we are going because that darkness 
has blinded our eyes. 
 
The Word of God gives ample warning against returning to a former 
manner of life. 
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Eph 4:17  This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye 
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their 
mind, 
18  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life 
of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
blindness of their heart … 
 

Why is the warning given to saints of God if there is not is us the potential 
to apostatize from the life of Christ?  (Reading on in Eph.4.25-32 would help 
us to realize our continue infirmity to these things, yet the power to do 
otherwise.) 
 

Ro 13:8  Owe no man any thing, but to love one another; for he that 
loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 
9  For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou 
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not 
covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. 
10  Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling 
of the law. 
11 ¶  And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake 
out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 
12  The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off 
(a]poqw<meqa, 1ppl, aor., subj. mid. of a]poti<qhmi) to set is forth or 

aside) the works of darkness, and let us put on (e]ndusw<meqa,  1ppl, 

aor., subj. mid. of e]ndu<w) the armour (root o!plon, KJV, each 

translated twice, armour [what we may use for protection, Ro.13.12; 
2Co.6.7], instruments  [that which we may use for service, 
Ro.6.13],weapons [and that which we may use for conflict, Jn.18.3; 
2Co.10.4]) of light. 
13  Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying. 
14  But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.   
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(Read 2Co.6.1, 2, [consider the the things that the apostles did and 
endured, 10; Paul then encourages the Corinthians to enter into the 
same fellowship with Christ 11-13; Let us not set ourselves up for 
failure, 16; come out of them, and come into fellowship with Christ, 
17, 18.) 

 
What is the answer for the Christian who recognizes that he has become 
blinded?  I’m the one who has gone so far and for so long from the truth of 
Christ; I’ve been so confused, and I want to know the joy that I once had in 
Christ.  In Christ every child of God has the means for restoration to a right 
walk with Him.  It isn’t confession to any person, but to Him.  Acknowledge 
to God that He is right and I have sinned.  Receive the promised cleansing 
from all unrighteousness that God alone can give.  There is no secret way 
for the preacher and another for you.  This is the place where every child of 
God will resort throughout his Christians life.  But for the grace of God we 
would all be banned from restoration.  But he knows our weaknesses and 
provides the means to walk, be restored, and walk until He comes from 
glory to call us to His side.  Will you walk with Him?  I have pointed to you 
the way.  Will you do it?  
 
If you have never made a public profession of Jesus Christ and you know 
that He died for you.  You may have never understood this till today, come 
forward and make that known to us.  Tell us that you know that Jesus Christ 
died for you and has given you eternal life.  Come with repentance and 
faith in Christ.  And if that is so for, you have a commandment to receive 
baptism.  By that you identify with Christ in His death burial and 
resurrection.  If the Lord has worked in your heart, come. 
 
11 ὁ δὲ μισῶν τὸν ἀδελφὸν αὑτοῦ, ἐν τῇ σκοτίᾳ ἐστὶν, καὶ ἐν τῇ σκοτίᾳ 
περιπατεῖ, καὶ οὐκ οἶδεν ποῦ ὑπάγει, ὅτι ἡ σκοτία ἐτύφλωσεν τοὺς 
ὀφθαλμοὺς αὐτοῦ 

 


