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HARD, HEARTBREAKING, BUT HAPPY 
(One of the greatest callings on earth—being a Mother) – Proverbs 23: 15-26 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! – May 8, 2016 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 
 
Who was greater, I ask you, Thomas Edison or his mother? Here’s a bit of history 
not everyone knows. When Thomas Edison was twelve years old in school, in 
1859, his one room school teacher sent him home with a note that read, “Your son 
is dumb. Tom’s brains are addled. He is mentally slow. We can’t do anything with 
him.” Mrs. Edison sent a note back to the teacher in her son’s hand, that read, 
“You do not understand my son. I will teach him myself.” And she did. There 
weren’t many home-schooled children then. Yet, the world’s greatest inventor, 
Thomas Edison, was home schooled by his mother, Nancy Elliot Edison. After 
performing poorly in the traditional one-room schoolhouse of yesteryear, Thomas’ 
mother refused to believe the teacher’s assessment was true. Through a great deal 
of nurturing and leadership, she gave him the basic tools to learn. She encouraged 
her son to have both a head and hands approach to learning, allowing him to have 
his own laboratory in their small basement-a place where his father became quite 
concerned as various small explosions emanated, along with strange smells. Nancy 
endured the protests and she saturated and inspired Tom with four life-long pillars 
of learning: (1) Do not be afraid to fail, keep trying, learn from your mistakes. (2) 
Read across the entire span of literature, not just what you like. (3) It is okay to 
work with your hands and learn from life, not all important things come from 
books. (4) Never stop learning, keep improving yourself. For Nancy Elliot Edison, 
mothering was first of all hard, then heart-breaking, but in the end—happy, happy, 
happy. It may surprise you to know that a mother’s love can overcome 
overwhelming odds. Mothering is first of all hard, so often heart-breaking, but in 
the end, mothering is one of the happiest callings of life.  
 
Some men and women simply never learn the joy of having and rearing children 
for the Lord. 30 years ago, a young man was walking downtown in a large city. As 
he approached the bus stop where he would wait for his crosstown transportation 
that afternoon, he wanted a smoke. Fumbling in his pocket for a match, he found 
none. Noticing an older gentleman propped up against a lamp pole, he asked him, 
“Do you have a match?” Not a sound came out of this motionless, expressionless 
figure. The young man was needing a cigarette, and becoming more exasperated, 
he looked the man in the eye and said, “Look, all I want is a light. Why don’t you 
answer me?” The older man finally moved and began to speak slowly. He said, 
“Now let’s say that I gave you a light. You would thank me, and we would engage 
in some small talk about the weather while we wait for the bus. We would talk 
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about what is making our bus late. Then you would suggest we go to this café and 
have coffee while we wait. As we’d talk, we would find out we have similar 
interests.  By then, after you bought me coffee, I would begin to like you. So I 
would invite you home for supper on Friday evening. Being the friendly sort of 
man you are, you would accept my invitation and come for supper. During the 
course of the evening, you’d meet my daughter. You’d ask her out, and soon you 
two would fall in love and get married. You’d have a house full of children. Then 
you would get sick and die, and I would have to raise your children. I hate kids. 
That’s the simple reason why I won’t give you a light.”   
 
Thankfully, that gentleman’s tale of woe isn’t shared by most of us today. For me, 
I can’t get enough of children. I love children. Jesus loved children. Children are 
the heritage of the Lord. We all take off our hats to you mothers. We as husbands 
applaud you and we take off our hats to you for your seemingly inexhaustible wells 
of love and care for your children. You mothers have one of the hardest callings in 
the world, the most heart-breaking calling often, and yet your calling, we are all 
sure is one of the happiest callings in all the world. Today I want to preach from 
the business house of the Bible, the Book of Proverbs about these three aspects of 
your occupation, Moms. I dedicate this message to each of you moms, whether you 
are biological mothers, adoptive mothers, fostering mothers, expectant mothers, 
mentoring mothers, or waiting and still hoping to be mothers in the future. I am 
praying God will give all of you children. There are three questions I want to ask 
you and the Lord from the Word of God. What are the answers to these three 
questions as we examine different passages in the Book of Proverbs? What are 
these questions? What are God’s biblical answers? 
 
WHY IS GODLY MOTHERING SO HARD? (I.) Yes, why is mothering so 
difficult and so intensely consuming? In Proverbs, there are 5 Biblical reasons: 
A godly mother’s sacrifice and service is often unrewarded and unblessed while 
she is alive. (1) Proverbs 30: 11 states the most awful truth—“There are those who 
curse they fathers and do not bless their mothers.” The writer of these words is 
writing something he and his wife must have faced or witnessed. The writer is 
given in Proverbs 30: 1—the words of Agur son of Jakeh. The reason I wonder if 
Agur and his wife experienced this horror of being cursed by their children and not 
blessed is because Proverbs 30: 1 continues saying, “The man declares, “I am 
weary, O God; I am weary, O God, and worn out.” Most translations add the words 
are from Agur to his two sons, Ithiel and Ucal. Strangely, the name Agur and his 
wife gave to their first son, Ithiel means, God has arrived. This baby boy was like a 
breath from heaven. That’s how I felt when God gave each of our seven children. 
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The name Ucal means among other meanings—feasting. Don’t blame Agur and his 
wife for their sons cursing them, if they did. This was a godly couple with sons 
they welcomed as if God had arrived and they had a feast.  
 
Notice Agur says there are not only those who curse their father, but do not bless 
their mother. The Hebrew word for curse is qalal. This word means to make light 
of, swift to curse over the smallest thing, to bring into contempt, to belittle, to take 
an oath or make a promise against, and to despise. Exodus 21: 17 states that 
“Whosoever curses (qalal) his father or his mother shall be put to death.” The word 
directed at the mother is not a curse, but Agur says, “there are those who do not 
bless their mothers. The Hebrew word for bless is barak. Barak means to kneel to 
bless God or to show respect to a mother—something our Nigerians brothers and 
sisters do before us. Barak means to congratulate, to praise highly, or to salute with 
honor. This lack in a son or daughter to their mother was strikingly terrible to  
Agur. That’s one reason mothering can be so hard.  A godly mother’s teaching is 
often forsaken. (2) Notice with me Proverbs 1: 8 gives a real warning. “Hear my 
son, your father’s instruction, and forsake not your mother’s teaching.” Proverbs 6: 
20 adds the same words again. Both times the warning is about those children who 
forsake their mother’s teaching. The Hebrew word for forsake or reject is natash. 
Natash means to pound on, to smite, to cast off, to reject and leave a mother’s 
teaching alone. That’s another reason why a mother’s job can be so hard.  
 
A godly mother’s love can get out of balance without discipline. (3) Proverbs 13: 
24 is clear, “Whoever spares the rod hates his or her son or daughter, but he or she 
who loves him or her is diligent to discipline him or her. Mothering as well as 
fathering is a balancing beam task. A mother must pour our love and full 
acceptance of her children, and yet be ready when needed to reprove and 
physically discipline—musar-which means to correct with loving physical 
correction. Every mother struggles like many of you to have the right balance of 
love and loving discipline. To spare the rod of loving discipline when it is needed 
is to hate our children. To think the rod is our only method of teaching and training 
is to abuse the rod and to punish our children. Finding the balance--That’s why 
mothering can be so hard. A godly mother’s mistakes with neglect or punishment 
of her children can bring her shame. (4) This # 4 relates to # 3, but it is the 
resultant hardship of either abusing or neglecting our children. Proverbs 29: 15 is 
so important as it states, “The rod and reproof brings wisdom, but a child left to 
himself, brings shame to his mother.” The Hebrew word for shame is buwsh. It 
means to be disappointed in ourselves, to turn pale, to feel worthless, to feel 
confused, dried up, and ashamed. Have any of you ever been there, Moms?	That’s 
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why mothering can be so hard. That’s why mothering is so hard. Mistakes don’t 
instantly go away. They can live on in our children. A godly mother’s children can 
make decisions that leave her in grief and tears. Proverbs 10: 1 illustrates this 
saying, “A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a sorrow to his 
mother.” The Hebrew word for foolish is keciyl. It means to be stupid, silly, dull to 
the Word of God, to hate to face the truth within, and to use vernacular known to 
us today, foolish means to be “cool and sassy.” That kind of a son or daughter can 
leave a mother grieving and in tears, depressed, with a heaviness in her spirit, 
vexed, afflicted, with eyes that can’t look up. Mothering can be so very hard.  
 
Despite the hardness, God knows how to replace hardness with songs of victory. In 
the 19th century, the powerful evangelist John Vassar used to tell his story. He 
grew up helping his dad in the family brewery in Poughkeepsie, New York. But he 
was gloriously saved and evangelized all across America. Out west, he visited a 
home a praying wife and mother whose husband was an infidel. The woman had 
no Bible so John Vassar gave her a new Bible as her own. When her violent 
husband got home, he saw the Bible, took it out to the chopping block and axed it 
into. He gave his wife back her half of the Bible and put his half in the tool shed. 
Months later on a wet winter day, the infidel went out to the tool shed to get away 
from his godly wife. Bored, he picked up his half of the Bible and landed on the 
story of the prodigal son. Absorbed in the story, he came to the end of his half of 
the Bible. Creeping into the house, he asked his wife where she kept her portion. 
There as his wife wept, he wept as he read the rest of the story of the prodigal son 
coming home, and he gave his life to Jesus. Moms, your job is hard, but don’t give 
up. God still brings home prodigal sons and daughters, even He can bring home 
prodigal husbands and wives. There is a second question. 
 
WHY IS GODLY MOTHERING SO HEARTBREAKING? (II.) Yes, 
mothering is not only hard, but it can often be heart-breaking, hurtful, and heaped 
up with agony. Mothering can get worse before it gets better. In Proverbs, there are 
five Biblical reasons mothering can be heartbreaking. Godly mothers are often 
despised by foolish, disrespectful children. (1) Proverbs 15: 20 points out this 
heartbreak. “A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son (daughter) despises 
his mother.” The Hebrew word for despise is bazah. Bazah means to scorn, to 
disesteem, to hate, to look down on, to see as contemptible, to disdain and to 
despise. Proverbs 23: 22, our text, adds, “Listen to your father who gave you life, 
and do not despise your mother when she is old.” This verse isn’t speaking to 
children still at home. No, this is a strong word to grown adult children. What a 
heartbreak when adult children despise their own mother. Godly mothers are 
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sometimes driven away by their children who bar the doors to their home. (2) 
Proverbs 19: 26 is hard to bear for moms or dads. We read, “He who assaults his 
father and drives his mother away is a shameful and disgraceful son/daughter.” The 
Hebrew word for drives his mother away is baruch. Baruch means to cause to bolt, 
to cause to flee suddenly, to cause or demand a mother to flee from one’s presence. 
What a heartbreak for a mother to be sent away or to have the door to her son or 
daughter’s home barred from her and her husband and her own grandchildren. 
Godly mothers can be scorned, and their children reap shortened lives. (3) This is 
an incredible heartbreak. Proverbs 30: 17 states, “The eye that mocks a father and 
scorns to obey a mother, will be picked out by the ravens of the valley and eaten by 
the vultures.” God is up front and graphic in this warning. The heart-broken mother 
who never lives to see her son or daughter repent will be heart-broken in an even 
greater way by the early death of her son or daughter. Proverbs 29: 1 adds, He who 
is often reproved, yet stiffens his neck, will suddenly be broken, beyond healing. A 
prodigal son or daughter who is saved may be callous and careless about taking the 
Lord’s Supper only to experience God’s discipline of disobedient prodigals. I 
Corinthians 11: 30 states, “That is why many of you are weak  and ill, and some 
have already died.”   
 
Godly mothers who are cursed by their children, find those children finally 
abandoned by God. This # 4 is a bit like # 3 but Proverbs 20: 20 makes this reason 
for heartbreak even greater. We read, “If one curses his father or his mother, his 
lamp will be put out in utter darkness.” How great is this sin of being disrespectful 
and irreverent to God in how we treat our parents. What a heartbreak is finding that 
children who curse their mothers are abandoned by God. Godly mothers are 
sometimes robbed by their children. (5) We read in Proverbs 28: 24, “Whoever 
robs his father or his mother and says, “That is no transgression,” is a companion 
to a man who destroys.” This sin is rampant across our land. Many children 
dispose of their parent’s property while their parents are still alive, without 
consulting them—yet they would be insulted to be called thieves. Demanding our 
inheritance before our parents die, is treachery and robbery. Despite the hardness 
and heartbreaks, every mother takes on these risks the day a child is conceived. 
Sometimes, despite the heartbreak, God redeems a mother’s heartbreak. Many 
years ago, in South Wales, a young mother was walking home when a blinding 
blizzard hit. This mother never made it to her destination. When the blizzard was 
over, searchers found a mound of snow along the road and started digging. They 
discovered a woman humped over a bundle. Before her death, the mother took off 
all her outer clothes and wrapped them around her baby boy. Uncovering the baby, 
to their surprise, the little boy was still alive and well. Oh, the depths of a mother’s 
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love! Years later that mother’s heartbreak for her little son was vindicated. That 
boy grew to manhood and became the Prime Minister of Great Britain, without a 
doubt, one of England’s greatest statesmen, David Lloyd George. Mothering can 
be hard, heartbreaking, but…a third and last question is:   
 
WHY IS GODLY MOTHERING PERHAPS THE HAPPIEST 
OCCUPATION IN THE WORLD? (III.) Proverbs gives us two powerful 
reasons. Godly mothers are the happiest folk alive due to the unmatched joy of 
giving birth to their children. (1) Proverbs 23: 24, 25 is a delight to read. Our text 
today reads, “The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice; he who fathers a wise 
son will be glad in him. Let your father and mother be glad; let her who bore you 
rejoice.” There are few human joys that even begin to compare with the joy of 
having given birth to a son or daughter. Two other joys may try to compete and 
they are the joys of becoming one in marriage and the joy of leading someone to 
faith in Jesus. Few joys are so deeply rooted in God’s heart as the joy of giving 
birth to a child. The word for compassion in Hebrew is racham. It comes from the 
root word womb. Racham means to be compassionate, literally, to cherish the baby 
forming in the womb. This birthing of a child an expectant mother has come to 
love for nine months before seeing is unmatched. Then having this newborn 
handed to you by your husband and then placed upon your breast to nurse in your 
arms—try to beat that joy!  
 
Jesus said in John 16: 21, “When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow, because 
her hour has come; but when she has delivered her baby, she no longer remembers 
the anguish, for joy that a human being, a child, a son or daughter has been born 
into the world.” It is nearly unspeakable. We share the same joy when we lead 
someone to Jesus. Then our cherishing and discipling is an unspeakable joy. Godly 
mothers are the happiest folk alive when they have faithfully and rightly with 
balance corrected their children who willingly receive their discipline. (2) Proverbs 
29: 15, 17 and 18 tells the story. “The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child left 
to himself brings shame to his mother. Discipline your son/daughter, and he/she 
will give you rest. He/she will give delight to your soul. Where there is no 
prophetic vision, the people cast off restraint, but blessed is he/she who keeps the 
law—literally, shamar – who hedges her children about with the Word of God.” 
Obeying God’s command in rearing our sons and daughters with loving balanced 
discipline may be one of life’s strangest, but happiest mysteries. Beloved, God’s 
Wordworks. II John 4 is an exclamation of delight as John exclaims, “I have no 
greater joy than finding my children walking in the truth.” Proverbs 29: 18 states, 
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“Blessed, (happy, happy, happy) is the one who keeps the law, the one who hedges 
in her family with godly and loving restraints.  
 
Now examine verse 18 which says, “Where there is no prophetic vision, the people 
cast off/have no restraints, but blessed is he/she who keeps the law. The Hebrew 
word for vision is chazown. It means here literally, to have no revelation, no 
vision, no Word of God, no contemplating with pleasure on your agreement of the 
Word of God, no dreaming of God’s dream to see beyond today for your family. It 
means there is no seeing the end of what will happen to your children if you let 
them have their own way—if you let them go without restraint. The word for cast 
off restraint is para. Para means to go back, to let loose from its moorings, (as 
millions of American children are) to be exposed to evil, to be naked, without 
proper clothing, in a home without a spiritual covering, exposed without a spiritual 
hedge. Is there a spiritual covering in your homes? 
 
Moms, we all honor and love you. Your greatest testimony to your children is how 
you live your life. Robert Ingersoll, one of America’s most notorious skeptics, was 
lecturing in a university, and attacking Christianity. Two university students were 
talking about the lecture at the end. One young man said to the other, “Well, he 
surely knocked the props out from under our Christian faith.” The other man 
replied, “No, I don’t think he did. Ingersoll never explained my mother’s life. Until 
he can explain my mother’s life, I will stand by my mother’s God.” Abraham 
Lincoln similarly said, “No man is poor who has had a godly mother.” May God 
make every one of you mothers here today an intensely godly mother for the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Happy Mother’s Day!  


