
1 
 

Song of Solomon 5: 4-6; “My Hands Dripped with Myrrh”, Sermon # 43 in  
the series – “I am My Beloved’s”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall 

on June 10th, 2012, in the Afternoon Worship Service. 
 

I said to you last time that the true Christian does not always react rightly to these love visits of 
Christ; these requests for entrance at an inconvenient time.  It seems like such a little thing; to get 
up and go open the door.  A lazy or backslidden or selfish Christian will refuse their Lord entrance 
on the grounds that this kind of communion, or request to do something for Him is too much to 
ask or expect.  “I didn’t think that my becoming a Christian would lead to this,” we may think to 
ourselves.  But we should take notice of the fact that the love of our Lord Jesus for us caused Him 
to be outside suffering with His head covered with dew, having no place to lay his head during the 
time of His earthly ministry.  He came to know and to feel experientially in the garden of 
Gethsemane the sorrow and weight of your sins upon His heart.   
       This is the same Lord who, out of love for you, is standing outside (so to speak) the door of your 
heart seeking to gain entrance so that you will make progress in becoming one with Him in the 
things which He cares most about.  He cares most about His love for you being seen by you, His 
image formed in you, and His fruit being born in your life.  And so in His love and by His grace He 
will do what is necessary in relation to you the believer, to bring this about.  There are 3 things 
which Christ, in love, will do if you will not answer the door to have deeper communion with Him.  
1st – He will leave His calling card, which is liquid myrrh. (verses 4 and 5)  2nd – He will turn away 
and leave you to yourself for awhile. (verse 6)  And 3rd – He will providentially order it that the 
watchmen will find you. (verse 7) 
1st of all - He will leave His calling card, which is liquid myrrh. (verses 4 and 5)  
       “My beloved put his hand by the latch of the door, and my heart yearned for him.”  “I arose to 
open for my beloved, and my hands dripped with myrrh, and My fingers with liquid myrrh, on the 
handles of the lock.”  Now if you will remember, the Shulamite spouse had been making excuses in 
verse 3 about why she could not get up and answer the door.  Christ had declared Himself to her in 
verse 2, telling her in a voice which was certainly loud enough to hear, that He was there outside, 
seeking to enter, but she would not rise and open the door.  What was the reason for the change 
then that we find happening in her mind and heart which is recorded in verses 4 and 5?  It has to 
do with the liquid myrrh which she finds on her hands and fingers.   
       You remember that she had been praying in Chapter 4, verse 16, that the Holy Spirit would 
come and blow upon the garden of her heart that its spices would flow out.   I interpreted those 
spices as being the graces which Christ had first given to her, which she had been cultivating in her 
heart, so that she would be pleasing to Christ.  She had been praying that the Holy Spirit, the North 
Wind and South wind, would come and blow upon her garden and that its spices might flow out so 
that her husband Christ would see her love for Him, that she was cultivating the grace that He had 
first given to her.  She wanted Christ to come to His garden and “eat its pleasant fruits” of 
righteousness that she was beginning to manifest in her good behavior.  She had received an 
immediate answer to her prayers and Christ had came and He did that very thing, in verse 1 of 
Chapter 5.   
       In the process of that, He says in verse 1 that “He had gathered His myrrh with His spice”, and 
He had been at the door, seeking for this further and deeper communion with her.  She had not 
answered, and He knowing that she was there and that she was making excuses to herself as to why 
she could not come and let Him in, He was disappointed and so decided to leave.  Let us 
understand that Christ can be disappointed in our not responding to His overtures of love, His 
seeking to gain entrance to our heart, for a deeper more meaningful interaction with us over the 
issues of importance to Him.  But this does not mean that He is baffled about what He should do.   
       He knows in every case what He will do.  And furthermore, His disappointment does not affect 
His love for His dear people.  He knows that our times are in His hand, and that His love visits are 
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all of His sovereign appointment.  He will, if it is according to His sovereign purpose, come to us 
again later and make His same overtures.  But He will leave His calling card so that we will know 
that He has been there and desired this greater interaction of love with us.  Christ’s calling card was 
to “put His hand by the latch of the door”, it says in verse 4.  He had already gathered the myrrh 
with the spice and this is what His hands were full of, when He came calling.  And so there was 
already myrrh in the hole of the door (on the latch of the door) which she found when she came to 
open it.   
       John Gill says, “When she put her hand upon it to draw it back, and let her beloved in; the 
myrrh which he had gathered, Chapter 5:1, and left there when he put in his hand at the hole of the 
door: the allusion seems to be to lovers shut out, who used to cover the threshold of the door with 
flowers, and anoint the door posts with sweet smelling ointment.”  And, “as by the "door" is meant 
the heart of the church, so by the "lock", which fastened and kept it shut, unbelief may be designed; 
and by the "handles" of it lukewarmness and sluggishness, which strengthen unbelief, and keep the 
heart closer shut against Christ; and by her "hands" and "fingers", faith in exercise, attended with 
the fruits of it, attempting to draw back the lock of unbelief; which while the church was trying to 
do, she met with some fresh experience of the grace of Christ.” 
       Matthew Henry says, “And now her hands dropped with myrrh upon the handles of the lock.”  
“Either,  She found it there when she applied her hand to the lock, to shoot it back; he that put in 
his hand by the hole of the door left it there as an evidence that he had been there.”  “When Christ 
has wrought powerfully upon a soul He leaves a blessed sweetness in it, which is very delightful to 
it.” “With this he oiled the lock, to make it go easy.  “Or, he says 2nd – She brought it thither (to the 
door).”  “Her feelings being moved for her beloved, who had stood so long in the cold and wet, 
when she came to open to him she prepared to anoint his head, and so to refresh and comfort him, 
and perhaps to prevent his catching cold; she was in such haste to meet him that she would not stay 
to make the usual preparation, but dipped her hand in her box of ointment, that she might readily 
anoint his head at his first coming in.”  “Those that open the doors of their hearts to Christ, those 
everlasting doors, must meet him with the lively exercises of faith and other graces, and with these 
must anoint him.” (End of quote)   
       Either way that this myrrh came to be there, Christ’s calling card is left, to let you know that He 
has been seeking deeper more meaningful fellowship with you, is the grace given to you to 
remember all that He has meant to you in the past.  “He put His hand by the latch of the door.”  He 
is faithful even when we are faithless, for He cannot deny Himself.”  This was what brought about 
the blessed change of heart that she experienced here.  It was after she says in verse 4 that “her 
beloved put his hand by the latch of the door”, that it says that, “her heart yearned for Him.”  It was 
then that she arose to open the door of her heart for her beloved, and her hands dripped with 
myrrh, her fingers with liquid myrrh on the handles of the lock.” (end of quote)    
       Christ is well able to work in the believer’s heart even though they cannot see Him, and even 
though they cannot sense His presence.  He is able to leave tokens of His love at the door of your 
heart, saying to you in effect, “There could have been so much more at this time, if you only would 
have answered my call at the door.”  “There could have been greater fellowship, you could have had 
a greater understanding of My revealing my will and My purpose for your life to you at this point.”  
“There could have been things done by you for Me, and accomplished by you for My kingdom as a 
result our meeting at this time.”  The Shulamite had feelings of her remembrance of His goodness 
and grace to her, and she  repented of her delay and she arose to open for her Beloved.   
       We can apply it this way to ourselves – Obedience to Christ ought to be a swift thing, but it is 
not always so in the life of the true believer.  It is something that must be learned the hard way by 
some believers.  Matthew Henry says again: “When we apply ourselves to our duty, in the lively 
exercises of faith, under the influence of divine grace, we shall find it will go on much more readily 
and sweetly than we expected.”  “If we will but rise up, to open to Christ, we shall find the difficulty 
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we apprehended in it strangely overcome, and shall say with Daniel, Now let my Lord speak, for 
thou hast strengthened me, Daniel 10:19.”  Let us now see what happened next. 
2nd – If you will not answer the door to have deeper communion with Him when He 
asks for it, He will turn away and leave you to yourself for awhile.  (verse 6) 
      “I opened for my beloved, but my beloved had turned away and was gone.”  “My heart leaped up 
when he spoke.”  “I sought him, but I could not find him; I called him, but he gave me no answer.”  
When an unbelieving sinner seeks for salvation through Jesus Christ, He will find it.  And when the 
true believer seeks, he shall find.  When he knocks, it shall be open.  And we are instructed to do 
this often.  But when a true believer falls into spiritual laziness or lukewarmness or unbelief, Christ 
may take away the sense of His presence that they have known with Him, which has been with 
them in the past. And it may take some time to get it back.   
       There is such a thing as Divine withdrawings.  Christ is always with us; He will never leave or 
forsake us.  That is His promise.  But because of laziness, unbelief, or sins of various sorts which we 
might tolerate in our lives, Christ can become indignant over our failures to do what He would have 
us to do.  This is especially the case if we are negligent in regard to meeting with Him in prayer and 
not interacting with Him over the issues of obedience to His commands and making progress in 
holiness in our lives.   
       Think of Samson.  He was not praying about his relationships with women.  If he had, God 
would have informed him of his dreadful mistakes.  But when he rashly tells the secret of his 
strength to his unbelieving girlfriend Delilah, and she lulls him to sleep on her lap, she calls for a 
man and has him shave off the seven locks of his head.”  “Then she began to torment him and his 
strength left him.”  And it says in Judges 16: 20 – “And she said, ‘The Philistines are upon you, 
Samson!”  “So he rose from his sleep, and said, ‘I will go out as before, at other times, and shake 
myself free!”  “But he did not know that the Lord had departed from him.”    
       Even so, here, we see that the Shulamite did not know until she went about to obey the call of 
Christ, that she had waited too long to obey.  The consequence was, when she opened the door, she 
realized that He had turned and gone.  She called, but He did not answer.  She sought him but 
could not find Him.  Her heart leaped up (into her throat, I would imagine).  She realized that what 
she had done was very displeasing to Him, but it was too late now to change it.   
       As we let this reality sink into our hearts, let us understand that this is not the end of the story.  
Christ was not at all intending to leave His spouse permanently.  Indeed, He loves her very much, 
even though this slight to him had taken place.  But He must convey to her His displeasure in a 
holy way.  And this is what He did by withdrawing at this time.  “What will happen now?”, she is 
thinking?  She thinks to herself, “I will go to the city and look for Him and maybe I will find Him.  
This leads us now to consider what providentially happened to her when she went out to look for 
her Beloved, having failed to answer His call.  
3rd – Christ ordains that she will run into the Watchmen of the City. (verse 7) 
       “The watchmen who went about the city found me.”  “They struck me, they wounded me; the 
keepers of the walls took my veil away from me.”  Now I think that we must say that this could not 
at all have been an accident that she ran into these men.  She is out at night, a frantic woman 
supposedly looking for her husband, and these men are guardians of the city.  She claims to be 
married to the great Shepherd-King, but they take her for a woman who has lost her mind.  They 
apparently, mistakenly think that she is not what she claims to be, a modest faithful wife, but 
rather an adulteress or a lunatic, and they think that they have to strike her in order to get her to 
calm down.  They wound her dignity and her feelings.  They take away her veil, trying to figure out 
who she could really be.   
       At this point, a number of the daughters of Jerusalem arrive, and we will have to save our 
thoughts on that subject to my next time of preaching to you from this text.  However let me give 
you a few thoughts in closing.  The watchmen on the walls of the city are the ministers of the 
Church of Jesus Christ.  You are to obey your elders and submit to them, it says in Hebrews 13: 17, 
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“For they keep watch over your souls, as those who must give an account.”  Sometimes ministers do 
not draw the right conclusions from the behavior of the saints under their charge.  They see a 
person who is feeling the consequences of their having not obeyed their Lord quickly enough, and 
they feel that in addressing them in preaching that they need to smite them with the word of God.  
Their words end up hurting and wounding them, instead of instructing and comforting them.  If a 
Christian is feeling that they have lost the presence of their Lord, it is not good to keep heaping 
guilt upon them continually.  They may be much in prayer and seeking for their Lord, and the 
minister may only make them feel worse by the way that they are preaching.   
       Great care is needed, not to needlessly or unthinkingly wound sorrowing sinners or saints.  
When they are looking for their Husband Christ, it is not good to misconstrue them as a hypocrite.    
Let us close by remembering what happened to Hannah in 1 Samuel Chapter 1, verse 7.  You 
remember the story of how Elkanah had two wives and one could have children, Peninnah and the 
other Hannah could not.  Peninnah would “provoke her severely to make her miserable, because 
the Lord had closed her womb.”  “So it was, year by year, when she went up to the house of the 
Lord, that she provoked her: therefore she wept and did not eat.”   
       “Then Elkanah her husband said to her, ‘Hannah, why do you weep?”  “Why do you not eat?”  
“And why is your heart grieved?”  “Am I not better to you than ten sons?” (Which is what Christ is 
to us, I might say, spiritually)  “So Hannah arose after they had finished eating and drinking in 
Shiloh.”  “Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the tabernacle of the Lord.”  
“And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish.” (This was 
something like the state of the Shulamite in our text)  “Then she made a vow and said, ‘O Lord of 
hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not 
forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child; then I will give him to the 
Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head.”   
       “And it happened, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli watched her mouth.”  
“Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard.”  “Therefore Eli 
thought that she was drunk.”  “So Eli said to her, ‘How long will you be drunk?”  “Put your wine 
away from you!”  “But Hannah answered and said, ‘No my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful spirit.”  
“I have drunk neither wine nor intoxicating drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord.”  
“Do not consider you maidservant a wicked woman, for out of the abundance of my complaint and 
grief, I have spoken until now.”   
       Hannah is good example of what I what I am talking about here.  The consequences of the 
Shulamite’s lazy unbelieving delay in her obedience was not Hannah’s problem.  But they both 
needed to have a tender-hearted minister speak to them.  Instead they were each wounded by the 
minister.  The mistaken response of Eli fits well our text.  Let the watchmen of the Lord preach for 
conviction of sin, but let them also have the tenderness of heart to see how they, through the truth 
of the gospel, might bring a balm to the heart of the afflicted and repentant people of God.  We will 
speak more of this in the next sermon. 

 
 


