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Of course the son leader can say the songs go with the messages. Actually, they do.  If we 
had in place all the words of  those hymns constantly in our heart, if we talked that way, 
if we lived that way, we wouldn’t have needed Rob’s encouragement this morning, nor 
hopefully mine tonight, because we wouldn’t... we would be walking so close to the Lord 
that we wouldn’t need to be prodded to do it any better. But that is not the reality of life 
for most of us, is it? We do need that prodding. 
 
We appreciate Rob’s message this morning. That was a real encouragement today and I 
appreciated that very, very much. And I think that we will see that the two messages of 
the day kind of go together. It is just amazing how that works out.  That is not human 
instrumentality. That is the Lord.   
 
Some of you know that probably about a year ago I changed occupations and it has been 
an interesting ride since I have done that and one of the good things about my new job is 
I get to meet a lot of interesting people. One of the bad things about my job is that I get to 
meet a lot of interesting people.  But usually, no, it is not that bad.  Most of the time the 
people that I meet are really, really terrific people and manage to have a good time and 
some good interaction with them for, you know, the short time that I am in their home 
performing the necessary service on their furniture.  
 
But several weeks ago... well, actually let me just back up. It has really been my pleasure 
a number of times in the short time that I have actually be on the road to be in the homes 
of fellow believers.  And usually, you know, if that is the case, I will spy something 
around the home like a Bible or some Curtain literature or maybe over on the piano you 
will see some sheet music that kind of has a hint that you might be in the company of a 
fellow believer. And I look for those things and when I notice them I sort of seize the 
opportunity to strike up a conversation.  And so I have gotten to meet some fellow 
believers and it has just really been an encouragement to me. 
 
And such was the case probably about three weeks ago. I was up in the greater Keene 
area, a little bit north of {?} Grove, way out in the middle of nowhere, GPS had me lost 
down dirt roads. It was an adventure, a lot of fun. I finally got to the destination and one 
of those clues that I was in the company of a fellow believer was right there and I missed 
it.  And I don’t fault myself too much, because it was a white board that was sort of like 
off to my side and kind of towards the back. So I didn’t really notice it until I was 
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actually all ready to leave, but one of the things that was written on that white board, the 
wife had written, “Quiet time with God.”   
 
That was a sure sign that I was in the home of a believer. So... but I missed that. So I am 
working on the furniture and she is off in the kitchen. I am in the living room, whatever it 
was and we are just conversing back and forth, don’t remember what we were talking 
about. But something struck me to ask her: Well, what kind of work does your husband 
do? And she said, “Oh, he is an assistant pastor.”   
 
Oh, well, that is cool.  I mean, that is just... that is an open invitation for me to dive right 
in. And so, “Really, where?” And she said, “Oh, a local Bible Church, a few towns over.” 
And she named it. I had never heard of it.  Up country, middle of nowhere, just like we 
are kind of in the middle of nowhere. So they never heard of us. We never heard of them. 
But ... so we just had a good conversation about the things of the Lord, was able to 
encourage her towards the wilds of New England for her children. She had... she  said, 
“Oh, isn’t that funny.” She pulled out a brochure. She had one right there. So we got to 
speak a little bit and we exchanged church websites and I went home that night and over 
dinner I went to the site and I clicked on a message that was preached by her husband and 
great preacher. I mean, I don’t know a lot about these folks, but certainly a solid message 
and an encouragement to me.  And it was on the subject of finishing, finishing the race 
that God has put before us. 
 
And that is what we are going to look at tonight. And thought, he did a really good job. If 
I could just memorize what he did and deliver it up the way.... it would be great. But I 
decided to opt out of that approach because I am not very good and memorization and 
that would be just not really right. So we are going to look at something a little bit 
different tonight. It is on the subject of finishing and it is not his message. I will assure 
you of that. Although I am going to steal an illustration from his message to sort of kick 
things off a little bit. 
 
You know God has the expectation that we are going to finish the work that he has given 
us to do. And in our society today, that is not always the case. And our expectations are 
that people are going to finish what they set out to do.  And I would confess I have 
unfinished projects and I am not proud of that, ok? And Rob is thinking of his plumbing 
projects probably.  But I am to proud of that. Ok? We all have things that maybe we have 
set out to do and we haven’t got them accomplished.  But this preacher, his name is Mark 
Anderson, by the way. I just want to give him credit. Seems to be a faithful brother in the 
Lord. He said, “Can we look at major league baseball and starting pitchers. And you are 
paid millions of dollars.” 
 
And do you know what? The expectation is they are not going to finish they game. They 
are not going to last nine innings. I don’t know. Maybe they go two thirds of the game 
before they put in a relief pitcher, you know, and they have closers and... But the 
expectation is that he is not... the guy that starts the game on that mound is not going to 
make it through all nine innings. That is just... that is not even the expectation. They are 
paid millions of dollars.  
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And we don’t... I don’t... I don’t go to baseball games. I can’t afford it, but the 
expectation in some areas of life is that, you know, if you come close that makes you 
great.  Well, God wants us to finish what it is that he has given us to do.  
 
And so as my thinking was stirred by the message that our brother brought in regards to 
finishing, I have been going though the book of Nehemiah and I started out lining a little 
bit in the first chapter and I have some outlines here. I am going to ask Bill, would you 
{?}  
 
If you want one go up. We will serve one up to you. I have like 16 or so.  I don’t now if 
we need more, but maybe one per family or something to get started, but if you would 
like one, just let Philip know. 
 
So I had started to look at the book of Nehemiah and I really liked the book of Nehemiah. 
Nehemiah it seems like the life lessons in Nehemiah are too hard for even me to miss. 
They just right there on them. And so I had started to go over the prayers of Nehemiah a 
little bit and really just started looking at the first one in the first chapter or two. It think it 
spills over there a little bit, but I started thinking about it. I am like, well, there is a really 
a lot to do with finishing that which God has called us to in the book of Nehemiah. And 
as I thought about it, the message that we have tonight is entitled, “Finishing: Getting 
Back on Course.”  Because it is very easy for us to find that we are not on track, we are 
not on course with what God has given us to do, the task that God has given us to do. 
And I think we see that illustrated in the book of Nehemiah. And as I thought about the 
book a little bit, I hope to be able to go on to develop some more messages, all of them 
really to do with this idea of finishing, all of them, however, stand alone messages. They 
don’t necessarily have to be heard one after the other, but as I looked through the book of 
Nehemiah, finishing, surveying the course, finding out what it is that God has laid out 
before us, finishing, staying the course, having the energy and the drive to stay with the 
program.  And then really what could be the first in a message or series of messages on 
finishing, but really, probably better at the end, entering the courts to begin with, the 
challenge of coming to know Christ. 
 
And so there is a lot of things that we can find out about the subject of finishing, I think, 
in the book of Nehemiah and, again, tonight I would like to look at finishing, getting back 
on track or getting back on course. 
 
But before we continue, I would just like to bow and ask the Lord to bless our time 
together.   
 
Father, we just do thank you that we can be here tonight. And, Lord, I thank you for the 
challenges of your Word that were heard this morning and even from this brother that I 
never met, but got to listen to a message and the challenge that he had to finish what God 
has laid before us. I pray, Lord, that as we look into your Word this evening that the 
things that are said would just be honoring and glorifying to you and that you would 
encourage us with your Word and with our truth. And, Lord, wherever the need is, 
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whatever the need is, that we would be lifted up for your honor and for your glory. And 
we pray these things in Christ’s name. Amen. 
 
I would like to ask you to take your Bibles, if you would, and turn to the book of 
Nehemiah the first chapter.  And before we get into looking at the Word, there is one 
more little illustration that I would like to share with us. 
 
The year is 1969 and in the winner’s circle of the Indianapolis motor speedway a young 
Mario Andretti celebrates his first victory of the classic Indianapolis 500. The car own 
Andy Granitelli comes over and plants a kiss on the cheek of the young Mario and, as 
legend would have it, thus began the Andretti curse. Now you can take that for what is 
worth, but in every attempt on the part of Mario Andretti from that day forward to win 
another Indianapolis 500 he was never able to finish successfully in first place.  Now I 
don’t believe in a curse, but that is just the legend that goes along with it.  In a total of 29 
attempts to win the Indianapolis 500, in spite of the fact that Mario Andretti is probably 
one of the greatest race car drivers to ever come across our attention, he was only ever to 
win that race once in 29 attempts.   
 
But year after year for 29 years till he finally decided that he could not race anymore, he 
was behind the wheel of a car at the Indianapolis 500 on that track on that course doing 
everything that he could to win that race. 
 
And I think that that speaks to us tonight that while all human analogies fall short 
somewhat of spiritual truths, we need to keep on going and when we find ourself off the 
course, we need to get back up and get back on the course. In that 29 year attempt to take 
home the prize at Indy, many times Mario Andretti found himself off course for 
mechanical reasons, accidents, you name it. There were times when he did not even 
finish the race.  But nonetheless he was back on course the following year, qualified and 
ready to go.   
 
So I don't know what challenges you might be facing tonight that are tempting you to get 
off the course. Or maybe you are off the course.  Maybe some things have just thrown 
you off course a long time ago. And I am hoping that tonight wherever you are, if you are 
starting to veer off course, if you are off course, that the Word of God would be an 
encouragement to you tonight to get back on course. 
 
That is why Rob’s message this morning just really works in with what we are going to 
look at tonight and the encouragement to really, you know, get back to where we need to 
be. Don’t go back to where we come from, but to press on for the Lord.  
 
So I trust by now that you are in Nehemiah chapter one.  And this is a very small pulpit 
for someone who has a lot of notebooks.  So I hope I don't drop anything.    
 
As we begin to look a the book of Nehemiah, let’s just get the background a little bit and 
I am sure that most of us here know where in Israel’s history we sort of pick up in the 
book of Nehemiah.  But let’s go back even further. 
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When God called Abraham and created the nation of Israel he set them on a course. He 
gave them a message, a track to follow and they were to shine as a light to all the heathen 
nations around them to the benefit of serving Jehovah God.  If I were to encapsulate 
Israel’s mission, that is how I would put it.  They were to shine as light for Jehovah 
amongst all the heathens around them.  
 
Now they... at times when they did that pretty well. And then they had times when they 
did not do that well at all. And God had promised them that if they did it well, he would 
bless them. And if they failed to keep his commandments and shine as that light, that he 
would chastise them, that he would scatter them amongst those very nations to whom 
they should have been shining as a light for Jehovah God.  
 
They weren’t always faithful, were they? And God used those heathen nations to scatter 
his people, to take them captive, that they were assimilated into this heathen cultures, 
taken away from the land of promise.  And that is what we find when we look into the 
book of Nehemiah, that Nehemiah he is not in Israel, he has been carried away captive. 
And he is serving in the court of a heathen king. It is still so amazing, though, isn’t it, 
God’s mercy for his people even in captivity when we see God’s and on individuals that 
still called on his name and how he prospered them and blessed them? That could be a 
whole other message in and of itself.   
 
But as we look into the book of Nehemiah we find that Nehemiah is a captive and he is 
serving in the court of a heathen king. He is separated from Jerusalem.  He is not really 
where he would like to be. And we find out that through a little bit further study that there 
has been a movement afoot, Ezra the priest had gone back some 13 or so years prior to 
where we are going to look and began to rebuild the temple. But things are still not going 
well.  And the nation is still not in good shape.  
 
We are going to begin reading with chapter one verse one and we are just going to set the 
background a little bit as we get introduced to Nehemiah.  
 

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the 
month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace, That 
Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I 
asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left of the 
captivity, and concerning Jerusalem.  And they said unto me, The remnant 
that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and 
reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof 
are burned with fire.  And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I 
sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed 
before the God of heaven.1  
 

 
 

                                                
1 Nehemiah 1:1-4. 
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So Nehemiah gets a report from some of his countrymen who had visited Jerusalem. 
They come back and he says, “What is it like?” 
 
And the report that Nehemiah receives breaks his heart, doesn’t it?  They say that the 
people are in great affliction and they are in reproach. The city is a mess. It is destruction. 
And Nehemiah’s heart, I believe, is crushed for his brethren, for the people of God, for 
the testimony of God.   
 
As we look at this, though, Nehemiah is given to prayer. And I would like to suggest as 
we look through this that we are going to see some steps that I would like to challenge us 
with that if we find ourselves off course, that there are some steps here. It is not a magic 
wand. It is not a magic formula, but there are some things that we can learn, some steps 
that Nehemiah followed, because I believe he recognized that he needed to get closer to 
God. Certainly the nation of Israel needed to get closer to God. And there are some things 
here that he did that I think are profitable for us to consider. Because if we are off course, 
we feel ourselves and it is a little bit off course, we are a country mile off the right path. 
There are some things here that are helpful in getting us back on track.  
 
We look down in verse three and Nehemiah gets the report and he says that they are in 
great affliction. The people of Jerusalem they are in great affliction and reproach.   
 
“...the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire.”2 
 
Now back then to have walls around your city and fortified gates was rather important.  
That meant the security of your city and the inhabitants of it.  A whole different culture 
and climate than we have today.  That was extremely important. And their gates are 
burned. The walls are down. There is no protection for the remnant that are left in 
Jerusalem.  And Nehemiah’s heart is broken and he is driven to prayer.  And there is a 
couple of things I would like to look at in this verse. 
 
Why was Jerusalem in the state that it was?  Because they had walked away from God. 
God had warned them what would happen if they turned their back on him. And, as a 
nation, that is what they did. There were faithful individuals, no doubt.  I believe we are 
reading about one right here.  But Jerusalem was in such a state as this because the people 
of God, the nation of Israel they had turned their back on the ways of God. And so this 
was God’s chastisement upon them to try to drive them back to himself.  And as 
Nehemiah hears the report, here he is in a foreign land, in the service of a pagan king. He 
is captive. He is a slave. No matter the exalted position that he had in that kingdom, he is 
not a free man.  He knows why he is there.  He knows why Jerusalem is laid to waste.  
And I don’t know how much Nehemiah dwelt on this on a day by day basis up to this 
time, but he is certainly not ignorant of why he is where he is, why his people are 
scattered, why Jerusalem is in such a state. But I think it is at this point that God begins to 
really do a work in the heart of Nehemiah to really stir him up to recognize that this is 
God’s hand of chastisement on them because they have turned their back on him. And it 
is time now to do something about it. And that is he and the nation have to begin to turn 
                                                
2 Nehemiah 1:3.  
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back to God.  And I believe that that is where Nehemiah’s heart is right now. He is 
broken not only to the affliction of his countrymen, the fact that Jerusalem is in rubble, 
but I believe he is cut to the heart at the failure of his people to follow God and to let that 
light shine for the nations around them.  And God begins to do that work in Nehemiah’s 
heart. 
 
And if you find yourself away from God, look at your circumstances and being to ask: Is 
any of this God’s chastisement?  It is a legitimate question to ask and to begin to 
evaluate. It doesn’t mean that if you are going through troubles that it is his chastisement. 
I don’t mean to suggest that at all, but there are times when it is.  This was a time when it 
was. 
 
And Nehemiah is driven to prayer and I would like to say that the first step in getting 
back on course is to begin praying and to consider your circumstances and to bring them 
before God as Nehemiah does. 
 
It says in verse four: 
 
“And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned 
certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven.”3 
 
Nehemiah is in such a state of mind and heart that he has to go before God and he goes in 
earnest. He prays. He fasts.  And he seeks the God of heaven and he pours his heart out 
before the Lord.  
 
That last phrase in verse four—and then we are going to go on to verse five—he says that 
I: 
 

...prayed before the God of heaven, And said, I beseech thee, O LORD 
God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and 
mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments:  Let thine 
ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer 
of thy servant, which I pray before thee now...4 
 

I would like to suggest that the way back to God also involves a recognition of who God 
is and I think we see that in Nehemiah’s heart right here.  When we are off course we 
don’t put God in his rightful place. If we did, we wouldn’t be off course. We would be 
living up to the aspirations of the hymns that Tim picked out today.  So if we are away 
from God or feeling ourselves falling away from him, we need, like Nehemiah, to begin 
to pick anew and afresh at who God is. And Nehemiah starts that. Look what he says. As 
he begins to pray he says, “Oh, Lord God of heaven.”  Nehemiah’s God is not an earthly 
God.  He is not fashioned out of wood or stone, made with men’s hands and chisels.  He 
says, “Oh, Lord God of heaven.”  He is the Creator and he is the Sustainer of everything 
that we see. He is the God of heaven.  
                                                
3 Nehemiah 1:4.  
4 Nehemiah 1:4-6.  
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Nehemiah goes on to say, “The great and terrible God.”  I think we throw around that 
word great pretty freely, right?  Sometimes when things go wrong you say, “Oh, great.” 
You know, what does that mean? I don’t know. It is just an expression, ok? It is better 
than cussing, so, you know... but ah, he is a great basketball player, he is a great baseball 
player. You did a great job.   
 
There is noting wrong with saying those things, but, you know, Nehemiah says, “God, 
you are the great God. You are above everything else.”  
 
And do we really have a sense of the true greatness of God? I don’t think that we do. We 
are so dull and so, I don’t know, so dulled by our own humanity and our own sinfulness 
that we really don’t have a true view of the greatness of God, but we need to work at that, 
especially if we find ourselves away from God.  
 
He says you are the terrible God and, you know we use that word terrible. It means 
something like bad, right?  That is not what he is talking about. The terrible God. You 
know, God is so great and so powerful that really he should strike some terror into our 
hearts. Now he loves us.  But our God is almighty. He is all powerful. He is everywhere 
present. He is all knowing. There is no one like our God. There is no one holy like our 
God.  There is no one who has the authority to judge sin like our God.  And we are 
sinners worthy of his judgment. Thankfully he is a merciful God as well. We will look at 
that in a moment. 
 
Nehemiah says that God is a covenant keeping God.  You know, the Scriptures say—and 
I think Rob touched on this verse this morning, if I heard him right, “The testimonies of 
the Lord are sure.” I think you said that. Maybe you didn’t.  It entered my mind today 
anyways.   
 
You know what God says he is going to do, he does. God says that if you are a believer in 
him, that he has begun a good work in you and he will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.  What he has said he will do.  Nehemiah reminds himself that God is a covenant 
keeping God, that he keeps his Word. His promises are sure. They are above the promises 
of men. They are without faith. And whether those promises are to judge us because of 
our sin and chastise us as the nation of Israel finds themselves in, or whether it is to 
restore that nation when they turn back to God, Nehemiah is reminded that his God is a 
covenant keeping God. And then he closes out as he makes his appeal to God to hear his 
prayer, hear his request, he reminds God, really he is reminding himself by saying that 
God is a merciful God.  
 
The Scriptures tell us that God’s mercies are new every morning.  A turning or returning 
to God is always predicated on an understanding of who God is. Whether it is a sinner 
coming for the first time to God for salvation, or whether it is a saint who has wandered 
away, coming back to God, it always means that that individual begins to recognize who 
God is or else they are not going to come back. Why? If our opinion of God is the same 
as our neighbor across the street, what is the big deal? The big deal is that God is all these 
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things and more that Nehemiah cites. So a returning to God and getting back on course is 
predicated on having a right opinion of God and are right knowledge of God and an 
awareness of who God is. And that this where Nehemiah finds himself.  He is praying to 
this God that he acknowledges as all these things. 
 
Verse six.  He say that his prayer is day and night. He says: 
 
“Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of 
thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night.”5 
 
Getting back on course involves spending time with God.  That may be the reason why 
we find ourselves off course is that we don’t spend time with him. Nehemiah is spending 
day and night in the presence of God making his plea before his holy God, before this 
great, terrible and merciful God of heaven, day and night.  
 
Do you know what the interesting thing is, though? Nehemiah had a job, didn’t he? I 
don’t think he called the king called out.  {?} today, king, and stay home and prayed.  I 
think that Nehemiah went about his responsibilities, but still had a heart attitude of prayer 
day and night.   As a matter of fact, if we look a little bit deeper and I hope I have my 
months right—forgive me if I don’t—but in verse one Nehemiah received the report in I 
believe what we would know as the month of December. And I hope I don’t have this 
backwards, but I believe it was what would correspond to our month of December to 
receive the report of the condition of Jerusalem from his countryman.  We find out that 
he doesn’t actually address the king with his concerns until what would be our month of 
April. So how do you count that depends on, you know, what day of the month and so 
forth. It was round six months he is praying about this.  He is working at this returning to 
God. He is not giving up. He didn’t throw up one prayer and then go on his way.  He is 
working at this. He is spending time day and night for probably six months at this point 
recognizing that his nation and himself, as we are going to see, needs to return to God.  
And he is putting in time and effort, day and night, praying continually to his God.   
 
We go on a little bit further in verse six we see some interesting things, I believe, as 
Nehemiah is concentrating on getting back on course, the course that God has laid out for 
the nation of Israel, the course that God has laid out for him personally.  He says. 
 
“I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess 
the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my 
father’s house have sinned.”6 
 
That phrase right here he says, “I pray for the children of Israel they servants.”  He is not 
just praying for himself, but although  I believe he is praying for himself. I believe that is 
implied. But he is also praying for others and if we are working our way back to God. If 
we are trying to get back on course, I think that something that is going to naturally 

                                                
5 Nehemiah 1:6.  
6 Ibid.  
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develop is a concern for others as well, that we are going to look at the brethren and want 
to try to encourage them to think about them, remember them before the throne of grace.  
 
And one of the good things about my job is that I get to drive a lot. One of the bad things 
about my job is I get to drive a lot. But the good part about that is that sometimes the 
Lord impresses upon my heart to spend that drive time in as profitable a way as I can and 
I like to think about people and pray for them.  And I am like, that is not to brag. I am just 
thankful that the Lord works in my heart that way. I have got to be there.   
  
You know, you are driving out in the woods of New Hampshire.  You know, there is just 
pine tree after pine tree. You have got to do something, ok? And there is not much on the 
radio. In fact, some places where I go the radio doesn't even hardly work. So I am just 
thankful for that time and when the Lord really impresses upon my heart and I can take 
some time to remember folks.  
 
But Nehemiah is praying and I do believe Nehemiah is working his way back to God. 
Now I don’t... I am not saying Nehemiah is way out in left field in his walk for God, but I 
think Nehemiah is not happy with where he is at, for he knows that there are things that e 
he needs to get in line. And as he is doing that, he is remembering the people of God in 
his prayers before God’s throne, not just praying for himself. He is concerned with others 
as well. 
 
You know the scriptures tell us that it is Philippians 2:4.  
 
“Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.”7 
 
We are supposed to be concerned one for another, especially within the household of 
faith. And so I think that is what is happening in Nehemiah’s heart as well is that now he 
is so impressed with his nation’s failure, his own failure that he is beseeching God to 
restore him and to restore God’s people to the place where they need to be in serving 
God.  So working our way back to God includes a concern for others as well.   
 
Continuing on in verse six and seven another key element to working our way back to 
God to getting back on course, the last part of verse six which we have already read, but 
we will read it again. Nehemiah says, “Lord, I am making this prayer. I want you to hear 
it. I am praying for your people.” And he goes on to say I: 
 
“... confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I 
and my father’s house have sinned.  We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have 
not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses.”8 
 
He says, “Lord, we have really gone off course. Your people, me, my family, we have 
gone off course. We have strayed and I confess it all to you.” 
                                                
7 Philippians 2:4.  
8 Nehemiah 1:6-7.  
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Now personally, again, I don’t know where Nehemiah was in his walk with God. He is 
captive, kind of the right hand man of the king, right, his cup bearer he goes on to tell us. 
That was a pretty important job. He was kind of responsible for seeing that the king 
didn’t get poisoned. It probably meant he was of the first rank. Make sure he didn’t keel 
over before he served the king.   
 
He was... you know he had a pretty high position in the kingdom here.  And he didn’t 
have the freedom that I am sure he would have liked to have had. And some of those 
responsibilities probably limited how he could serve his God.  Not Nehemiah’s fault.  But 
yet Nehemiah recognizes that he was not where he wanted to be in serving God. He 
maybe could have made excuses.  I am captive of a foreign nation. I serve a heathen king.  
You know, I am off the hook. 
 
No. Nehemiah put himself on the hook. He evaluated his own life and he said, “Lord I 
failed you, too.  Our whole nation, we have really messed up, God. We have walked 
away from you. All those things you gave to us for commandments, we have just not 
been faithful and we need to turn back to you.”  
 
And Nehemiah’s heart is just stirred to get back to God personally and nationally. And 
God begins to lay on Nehemiah’s heart a whole plan of action, doesn’t he?  We are not 
going to be able to get into that. That is something for another time, but Nehemiah is 
being impressed upon by the Spirit of God. There is a specific course of action for 
Nehemiah to take.  And all while he is working through this, confessing his sins, the sins 
of the nation, praying day and night to God, just beginning to reaffirm in his heart who 
this God is. God is laying on his heart a whole course of action that Nehemiah is going to 
embark on that is his personal course in serving God.   
 
Well, let’s look down a little bit further and read to the end of the chapter and just really 
make a few last comments here.  Beginning in verse eight he says: 
 
“Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, 
If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations.”9 
 
That is where they found themselves.   
 
“But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of 
you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and 
will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there.”10 
 
And, again, he is going back to God being a covenant keeping God. God, you promised 
you would scatter us. You have also promised that you would gather us if we return.  
 
Verse 10. 
                                                
9 Nehemiah 1:8.  
10 Nehemiah 1:9.  
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“Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great 
power, and by thy strong hand.”11 
 
I love that. Rob, what did you say this morning? We need to remember who we are. 
Nehemiah is remembering who he is, who the people of Israel are.  He says, “God, you 
redeemed us. We are your people.  No matter where we are right now in our 
disobedience, I am confessing that, but we are your people.”  
 
And he is reminding himself of that and he is pleading to God from that position. God, 
we are  your people and you have made promises to us. 
 
“O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to 
the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy 
servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king’s 
cupbearer.”12 
 
We are not going to go much further by way of reading the Scripture, but Nehemiah at 
this point he knows what he needs to do. God has impressed upon him what he needs to 
do. Chapter two he moves into that course of action and he has been praying about the 
situation, I think, for like six months. And now God is really moving to grant Nehemiah 
is request of getting him back on course and using Nehemiah to help God’s people to get 
back on course. And Nehemiah, I mean, he knows what he has to do.  And in getting 
back on course with God, I believe, involves taking a look at what God has called you 
and me to do, saying, “God, I am not there, but that is where I wan to be. Grant me mercy 
that I can get there.” And that is the point where I believe Nehemiah is right now. He 
knows where his heart is. His heart is to go back to Jerusalem to try to rebuild those 
walls, to set those gates back up, to reestablish the government that honors the God of 
Israel, the God of heaven.  He knows that is what God is calling him to do. That is one 
major hurdle. He is a captive and a servant in a foreign land.  He needs to overcome that 
hurdle and God in his mercy grants that in a fantastic way. If you have forgotten that, I 
am going to challenge you go home tonight and read it a little bit more.  It is just 
amazing, I think, how God brings that all to pass.   
 
But that working back to getting on course involves saying, “God, what is it that I am 
supposed to be doing. I am away from you. I confess it.  I want to come back.” 
 
I find this interesting, verse 11. He say to the Lord: 
 
“Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, 
If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations: 
9  But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were 
of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, 
and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there. He is asking 
                                                
11 Nehemiah 1:10.  
12 Nehemiah 1:11.  
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him to hear the prayer of himself and of the servants who desire to fear thy name. Even at 
this point I think Nehemiah is saying, “Lord, I don’t fear you the way I should, but I want 
to. And he is still coming from a standpoint that recognizing that he has fallen far short of 
where he needs to be, but he is making his plea to God. God, that is where I want to be. I 
sense that I am not there, but I want to get there.  Just help me to get there and take these 
circumstances and work to get me back on that course. 
 
And I think by this point spiritually speaking, Nehemiah is really on his way. He is 
getting back to God.  He still senses I need to press forward. And I would like to say that 
I hope no matter how close you think you are to God tonight, that you still sense that 
need to press further.  Praising God, rejoicing in him, being satisfied with where he has 
you in the sense that you are giving glory to God because it is his work and his 
accomplishment, but still sensitive to the fact that there is more and you want more. And 
that is where I think Nehemiah is. He has been working his way back to God throughout 
chapter one.  And God is going to move in an amazing way to allow Nehemiah to get 
back or to get on the course that God has carved out for him personally, because God has 
a big job for Nehemiah to do.  And he has used all these circumstances to bring 
Nehemiah back to himself so that he can then go forward and accomplish what God has 
called him to do. 
 
So the challenge tonight for me, for you, I hope is to think about these things. Go through 
them.  Evaluate where you are.  Am I where I am supposed to be in my walk with God?  
You know, it can always be improved. That is not what I am hitting on tonight.  I am 
trying to hit on ... am I way out in left field? Am I... is the pit stop taking way too long?  
Did I get off the course? Do I need to get back on?  
 
And then if you sense that that is the case, look at some of these things, because I think 
that they are steps to getting you back where you need to be. 
 
Nehemiah is a great book with a lot of really, really good life lessons and I challenge you 
to start reading through it and see what God has for you and see how God worked in the 
life of Nehemiah to bring him back to God, to use Nehemiah to help the struggling 
people of God to rebuild and to get on a track of getting back to God. The tasks aren’t 
easy.  And you will see that with lots of opposition, but Nehemiah, well, he went on to do 
the work, to stay the course and be faithful and God accomplished great things. 
 
I will just ask you to consider those things tonight as you go home.   
 
Lord, we do thank you that we could be here this evening. Thank you for your Word. 
Lord, I do pray that you would just take it and you would work in our hearts and help us 
to evaluate where we are. Lord, if we need to get back on course that we would be 
encouraged to do so.  Lord, that we would seek you in prayer, that we would remind 
ourselves just who it is that you are. Father, that we would evaluate sin in our life that 
needs to be confessed and set aside, that we would beseech you to draw us close, to put 
us back on the course and to empower us to do the work that you have called us to do. 
Lord, as the nation of Israel was called to be a light in their day, your people today in 
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many ways the calling is the same for us to shine as a light to the blessing of serving the 
true and living God. I pray that you would help us to be impressed with that sense of 
mission day by day, that that is the course that you have set us on and that we would be 
challenged to make sure that that is the course that we are following. And I just pray 
these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
 
 
 


