
Gospel of John Chapter 14B 

 

Maybe it’s just me, but the closer I get to my 60
th

 birthday the more I contemplate the legacy that 

I will leave to my children and my grandchildren.  

Have I sufficiently passed on the heritage of faith with which the Lord has blessed me.  

Have I exemplified the love of Christ to them?  

Have I provided my children with a healthy work ethic?   

Have I given them with a good example of stewardship with regard to the resources the Lord has 

provided throughout my life? 

 Spiritual Legacy – Communicated the Gospel in words and character. 

 Physical Legacy – Will I leave them with debts to settle or blessings to distribute? 

 

I have spoken with people who express great remorse for the foolishness of their youth. They 

lived most of their lives in the pursuit of fleshly pleasures and neglected the weightier matters of 

faith and family.  

 When they contemplate the legacy they will leave it brings them great sorrow. 

 

In this last night before the Lord faces the cross He speaks with his disciples about the legacy of 

work and the wealth he is leaving to them.   

 In Vs 12 He speaks of the Work which he began and now is leaving them to complete. 

 In Vs 13 He speaks of the Wealth he will provide enabling them to finish the work. 

 

The Work: 

John 14:12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; 

and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father.” 

 When we stop to consider it this promise seems unrealistic, if not totally incredible.  

 Jesus healed the sick, calmed the Sea of Galilee with a word, fed thousands with a few small 

loaves of bread and a couple of fishes, he raised the dead.  

 These were amazing, miraculous works, probably the greatest works one could imagine!  

 Was Jesus saying that his disciples would do more astounding miracles than these? Could 

anyone do greater works than the Lord Jesus did? What was he saying? 

 

I see are two possible approaches to this verse apart from saying, Jesus was simply mistaken.  

 Those who consider that the verse refers to Jesus’ miracles find a supposed qualification in 

the word “Believes.”  (Faith)  “whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do” 

o They would say that the greater works are dependent upon YOUR faith.  

 If you only have enough faith you will do great miracles. 

o Some would say, since no one does these works today (at least no one we know), we 

obviously do not believe enough. Our faith must be lacking. 

The second interpretation views “GREAT WORKS” in a different light.  

 These would say that the phrase “whoever believes” demands that ALL true believers in 

Jesus Christ will be involved in the great works of which Jesus speaks. 

 

If that is the case, we would have to reevaluate the great works of our Lord. 

 Certainly he did great signs and wonders. (no question about that) 

 BUT what would you say was the greatest work the Lord Jesus accomplished? 



 Without doubt the work of redemption was his greatest work: His voluntary humiliation, his 

perfect life and sacrificial death, his glorious resurrection these were the greater works.  

 It was in light of THIS WORK that the Father exalted the Lord Jesus. 

 

Philippians 2: 8  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

the point of death, even death on a cross. 9  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed 

on him the name that is above every name, 10  so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 

In Luke 10: Jesus helped his disciples prioritize the greater works they experienced. 

Luke 10: 17  The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to 

us in your name!” 18  And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 

19  Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power 

of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20  Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits 

are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

 The disciples were impressed with the fact that demonic spirits were made to flee in Jesus’ 

name. BUT Jesus redirected their attention to the MORE amazing fact that THEIR names 

were written in Heaven. 

 The writing of their names in heaven WAS NOT THEIR WORK but the work of God’s 

grace and for His glory. 

 Jesus reminded them that the work of the Gospel is for the glory of God and not them.  

 

Commenting on John 14: H. A. Ironside: “He (Jesus) was not speaking of miracles.  His chief 

work was not performing miracles but revealing the Father, bringing knowledge of the Father. It 

was that of which He was speaking. As a result of His three-and-a-half years of ministry, when 

He left this scene He said good-bye to a group of about five hundred disciples. There were, 

doubtless, a few more scattered about but not very many.  Very few saw in Him the revelation of 

the Father. But go on a few days—fifty days later. Ah, then Peter and the rest of the eleven stand 

up on the day of Pentecost and the third Person of the Trinity comes upon them in power and 

they are prepared to witness for Him. They preached a crucified and risen Christ, and what 

happened? Three thousand believed! Probably more in that one day than in all the three-and-a-

half years of our Lord’s ministry. …  

 

When Jesus returned to the Father, He committed the gospel to a little group of eleven men in 

order that they might carry it to the ends of the earth:  

 At that time the whole world with the exception of a few in Israel was lost in the darkness of 

heathenism. (Worshipping the creation rather than the creator) 

 But in the short span of 300 years Christianity had closed a great number of idolatrous 

temples in the Roman Empire, and its converts numbered in the millions.  

 I believe that this massive proliferation of the Gospel was the greater work, and down 

through the centuries the same great work continues. 

 Through the revealing work of the Holy Spirit the CLARITY of Christ’s message GREW 

and SPREAD. 

 That same work continued through the early church Fathers and was sustained in the 

Protestant reformation through men like Martin Luther, John Owen, John Calvin. And the 

glorious Gospel continued to transform lives. 



 IN this generation the greater work has been given to US, His church.  

 

NOW that We have an understanding of the great work he has given us, let’s consider the 

Resources He has provided to do this great work? So we move from works to wealth: 

 

The WEALTH that the Lord provided the disciples to complete his work includes: 

 ACCESS  - to the Father through prayer 

 ABILITY – Through the indwelling Holy Spirit  

 

John 14:13  Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. 14  If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 15  “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. 16  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with 

you forever, 17  even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 

him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18  “I will not 

leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

 

ACCESS  PRAYER: 

John 14:13  Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. 14  If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 

 For 3 ½ years Jesus led his small band of disciples… He instructed them with the Words of 

eternal life, he saved them from drowning in a terrible storm, He showed them where to find 

their Tax money and dinner all in the same fish, when they had a problem they always had 

access to the Lord. 

 Now he is leaving, Who would lead them  (PETER??)  Where would their instruction, their 

counsel, their help come from?   

 Since Jesus is leaving they would no longer have ACCESS to God, or would they? 

 

Ephesians 2:18  For through him (Jesus Christ) we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 

 

When Christ was glorified He was seated at the right hand of His Father where he ever lives to 

intercede for us.   He tells his Disciples: 

John 14:13  Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. 14  If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 

 

Dr Boice: “What is most striking (about this verse) is the scope of the promise, for it is not 

merely that those to whom he was speaking should have the privilege of prayer, nor even that he 

would hear their prayers and from time to time grant what they should ask. It is that Jesus would 

hear their prayers and grant their requests always.” 

 

As excited as we may be with this great promise it does come with 2 conditions: 

 First the prayer must be offered “in Jesus name.”  That seems easy when you hear people 

pray, they simply add, “In Jesus’ Name” on the end of the prayer and think they are covered.  

 BUT “In Jesus Name” is not some magic formula that catches God’s attention. 

 

Prayer “in Jesus Name” takes 2 things into consideration: 



 First, “In Jesus Name” is the recognition that our ONLY approach to the Holy Father is 

through the atoning work of Jesus the Son. There is nothing in US, in our flesh that enables 

us to approach a Holy God.  

o With this in mind Prayer is a privilege uniquely enjoyed by Christians. 

 Second, they are prayers which are offered in full accord with ALL that the name of Jesus 

stands for.  (His revealed will, his character and nature)  

 In essence it is a prayer that Jesus would have prayed. 

 

Ron’s story of going to the corner grocery store with his family’s list: 

 When he was young, Ron was sent to the local market with a list: ½ lb Bologna, ½ lb 

Cheese, loaf of bread…  He told the man in the market to charge Mr Mioni for the groceries. 

 Ron did his shopping in his father’s name.  At the end of the week dad settled the account. 

 Ron didn’t have the freedom to make food choices for the family, the man at the market 

knew the will of Ron’s Father and only provided that which was the will of the Father.  

 

The second condition for answered prayer is this: Will the request result in the glory of God. 

John writes: “that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”   

 This immediately removes all selfish motivation and forces me to adjust my priorities to 

what the Westminster Shorter Catechism calls ‘The chief end of man.” 

o Question #1, Westminster catechism: “What is the chief end of Man?  To glorify God 

and enjoy him forever.” 

o The ultimate goal of my prayer is the glory of God. 

 

The goal of prayer is not the fulfilling of our own agenda; it is the glorification of God. Is that 

REALLY our highest end in life? 

 

ABILITY – Along with the Work that the Lord Jesus has left to us He sent the Holy Spirit to 

empower the church to complete the work. 

John 14:16  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 

forever,  17  even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 

nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

 The prospect of doing “Greater Things” anticipates our need for enabling power, the same 

power whereby Jesus did His great works. The Holy Spirit 

 

From Conception through Resurrection The Father entrusts the life of his One and 

Only Son to the Holy Spirit in the days of his flesh. 
Luke 1:35 Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

Luke 2:40  And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 

upon him. 

Luke 3:22  At his Baptism the Spirit came upon him in the form of a dove… 

Luke 4:1 The Spirit led him through the wilderness of temptation.  And Jesus, full of the Holy 

Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 

Hebrews 9:14, It was through the eternal Spirit that Jesus offered himself as a sacrifice to God on 

the cross. 

Romans 8:11, It was through the power of the Spirit that Christ was raised from the dead. 

 



It is that same Spirit which God has sent to empower the church 
 

Jesus calls the Holy Spirit  “ANOTHER HELPER” (KJV another comforter) 

 Comforter sounds like a quilt or a baby sitter 

 Helper has overtones of being subordinate or inferior. 

 The Greek word (PARAKLETOS) primarily means an advocate, one who comes alongside 

of another to represent and assist them. 

 “Another Helper” specifically means ANOTHER helper of the same kind.  

 (ALOS -same HETEROS - different)   The Holy Spirit is another helper, THE SAME as the 

Lord Jesus. 

 We believe in One God eternally existing in Three Persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

therefore the Spirit is called the “Spirit of Truth.” 

 

After Jesus ascended into heaven and continuing throughout the entire church age, the Holy 

Spirit is the primary manifestation of the presence of God among us. He is the one who is most 

prominently present with us now. 

 

John 14:17 Jesus told his disciples: You know him, (GINOSKO – know experientially) for he 

dwells with you (PARA – alongside)  and will be in you. (EN – indwelling) 

Acts 1:8  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, (EPI) and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

 The Spirit is WITH:   The Spirit is IN:   The Spirit comes UPON: 

 

Further on in the N.T. We find that the Holy Spirit: 

Guides believers into ALL truth.  (John 16:13) 

Seals Believers for the day of redemption  (Ephesians 1:13,  4:30) 

Empowers Believers to be witnesses for Christ throughout the world.  (Acts 1:8) 

Bestows Gifts for the building up of the Body of Christ.  (1 Corinthians 12) 

 

John 14:18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19  Yet a little while and the 

world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20  In that day 

you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 

 

The New Life that Christ has given us is a life that is lived in intimate communion with the 

Godhead.  

 As Christ is intimately and permanently united with the Father in an everlasting relationship 

of love, SO through the New Birth we are UNITED WITH HIM in a union that is realized 

through the Holy Spirit whom he sent.   US in HIM and HE in US. 

 As a Bride and her Bridegroom share a bond of love which makes them ONE FLESH so we 

share in the love of God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

IN this blessed union we have been given a great WORK (to glorify and make him known) in 

order to accomplish that work He has given US great WEALTH. 

 Access to the Father through prayer in Jesus’ name… 

 The Ability of His indwelling Spirit… 


