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KJV – Genesis 45:1-28 

 

“Joseph is Revealed to His Brethren” 

Introduction: 
 
     Today’s lesson is another wonderful example of the Sovereignty of God. There are many folks out 
there today that claim to hold to the Sovereignty of God, yet they’re minds are set upon things such 
as luck, chance or random selection. In 1983 a Jewish Rabbi named Harold Kushner wrote a book 
titled, “When Bad Things Happen to Good People.” This book became an instant best seller, because it 
appealed to the logical of the finite man in relation to an infinite God.  
 
     As an example, let’s use one of the many school shooting in America to illustrate Mr. Kushner 
thesis within his best seller. He stated that when such an event occurs these events are all out of 
God’s control. He basically taught that God was a good and loving God but that He is not an all 
powerful and all Sovereign God. So when events such as this do come about God had nothing to do 
at all with which bullets hit whom. That is solely up to the shooter and it is out of the hands of God.  
 
     Now the problem with this thesis is that it does not match up with the Scriptures. Apparently this 
Jewish Rabbi has not read the Scriptures and certainly hasn’t read Genesis. Job was a man who 
could not explain why all the bad events had occurred in his life but yet he still believed that God 
was Sovereign even when his own family members died. 
 
     It was the Apostle Paul who wrote in Ephesians chapter one “that God works all things after the 
counsel of His own will.” It was John Calvin who said, “When one disputes with the Sovereignty of 
God, you pervert everything.”  
 
     From this lesson in the life of Joseph we have learned several truths and some of them are a bit 
hard to swallow.  
 

1. If one accurately sets forth God’s truth, he may be hated, often times by our close friends 
and many times by our own family members. 
 

2. If one is faithful to God, and you say no to temptation and that may bring immediate 
hardship rather than an instant blessing or promotion.  

 
3. It may take years before God elevates one faithful to Him; because it’s not on our time table 

but all in accordance with the counsel of His own will. But yet that faithfulness to God 
eventually does bring great reward. 
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4. God literally fulfills prophecy, if God has said it you can count on it. If God has Sovereignly 
given it to us in His Word He will work it out according to His plan as He did in the life of 
Joseph (a young 17 year old dreamer). His brothers did bow as God had showed to Joseph.  
 

5. It is not wrong to require there has been true repentance. But of all of the lessons we may 
learn, this next one is perhaps the most significant of all. 

 
     This lesson shows us that the thing that enabled Joseph to completely forgive and restore his 
family after they had treated him so wrongly, the thing that enabled Joseph to be able to endure and 
suffering these hardships to be able to bring about and provide these blessing from God to his 
family; this was truly the Sovereignty of God! 
 
     This is the secret to being able to cope with such hard trails and tests and this is the secret to 
being able to forgive those who have so wrongly hurt and mistreated us through these trails. It was 
Joseph’s grasp of God’s Sovereignty, in that knowing that God was in control of every aspect of His 
life that enabled him to endure through things hardships and it enabled him to forgive and restore 
his brothers.  
 
     One cannot truly read and study the Scriptures without seeing that God presents Himself as 
being a very Sovereign God. God says I know all things, I see all things and I hear all things. God say I 
control speech; I can control actions and yes even our thoughts. In that He can turn decisions like 
He turns rivers of waters.  
 

- He designed all people. 
- He directs all circumstances. 
- He determines all judgments. 

 
     The LORD our God is Sovereign, now and forever and He doesn’t change. Now let’s get into our 
text. 
 
Genesis 45:1-8 

1 Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every 
man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his 
brethren. 

2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. 

3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not 
answer him; for they were troubled at his presence. 

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I 
am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 

5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me 
before you to preserve life. 

6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there 
shall neither be earing nor harvest. 
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7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great 
deliverance. 

8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and 
lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 

     Stunned by the revelation of who it really was with whom they had been dealing with to buy 
grain the brothers were troubled or dismayed. Then the brothers heard expressed a masterpiece of 
recognition of and the submission to the Sovereignty of God. God sent me before you to preserve you 
a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  

     Joseph identified himself to his brothers and the first thing he wants to know is whether or not 
his father is still alive (45:3 - doth my father yet live?). This is significant because it immediately 
demonstrated that Joseph’s interest was not one of personal vindication, but family reconciliation. 
Joseph was not interested in getting even but in getting the family back together.  

     These brothers were troubled, speechless or “dismayed”. That word “dismayed” means that 
these brothers were so frightened by what they had just heard that they were trembling and even 
had thoughts of running because they thought they would perish (Gesenius, Hebrew Lexicon, p. 
104).  

     The particular verb “dismayed” is a Niphal stem verb in Hebrew, which means these brothers 
viewed this news as reciprocal action. They viewed this as reflexive action which was now coming 
back upon them because of what they had previously done (Gesenius, Hebrew Grammar, p. 137). 

Genesis 45:9-13 

9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord 
of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: 

10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, 
and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: 

11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and 
all that thou hast, come to poverty. 

12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh 
unto you. 

13 And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste 
and bring down my father hither. 

     Joseph at this point in his life would have been 39 years old and he has been away from his family 
for 22 years. He was 17 years old when he was sold as a slave and taken down into Egypt. 13 years 
later at the age of 30 he stood before Pharaoh, then we had seven years of plenty and we are now 
into the second year of famine.  
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     Joseph could have been bent on seeking revenge yet as he has already told his brothers God sent 
me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. In 
other words God sent me here to preserve a remnant, words which reflected Joseph’s part and a full 
understanding of the Abrahamic Covenant and its promise of a nation. Joseph made another 
proclamation toward the Sovereignty of God here in verse 9. Yet his proclamation is an 
announcement to his father to be delivered by his brothers. God hath made me lord of all Egypt: 
come down unto me, tarry not.  

     Joseph immediately gave his brothers an assignment, namely go get dad and the first message 
Joseph wanted communicated to his father was that God had been in control of his life and had 
blessed him and elevated him. For over 22 years Joseph thought about his life and realized God had  
directed every step of it. Joseph requested that his father and children and grandchildren pack 
everything up and move to Goshen and that Joseph would care and provide for them.  

Genesis 45:14-15 

14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 

15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with 
him. 

     Reconciliation was accomplished with much emotion, which clearly showed that Joseph held no 
grudges and had forgiven them, evidencing the marks of a spiritually mature man. Josephus claims 
that when Joseph finishes his speech, all of his brothers were in tears. (The Complete Works of 
Josephus, p. 53). Tears of thankfulness, sorrow, remorse and happiness because the family has been 
reconciled and is finally right with God and each other. 
 
     The thing that kept Joseph so calm, so wise, so faithful, so elevated, so useable, was his concept of 
and relationship with Almighty God. Joseph could cope with anything and could forgive anyone 
because of God’s sovereignty. He proclaimed the truth of God because of God’s sovereign work in 
his life.  
 
     He forgave others because of God’s sovereign direction in his life. If one is trying to cover sin or 
run from making things right, you are against a sovereign God who will track you down. But if one 
will face sin, admit sin, confess sin that same sovereign God will permit you to experience His grace 
and lead you to wonderful new blessings. 
 
Genesis 45:16-20 

16 And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's brethren are come: and it 
pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants. 

17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, and go, get you 
unto the land of Canaan; 

18 And take your father and your households, and come unto me: and I will give you the good of the 
land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land. 

19 Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones,  
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and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 

20 Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is your's. 

     This news pleased Pharaoh well and this word pleased in this context literally means “to be made 
emotionally cheerful” (Hebrew Lexicon, page 319). Pharaoh was moved to also invite the entire 
family down to the land of Egypt to dwell. In fact his offer was for them to forget everything they 
own back home because when they get here the very best of the land of Egypt will be theirs.  

     Once again, what is this we have here, luck, chance? No this is another clear example of the 
Sovereignty of God moving and blessing a family of 70 to grow a nation of over 2,000,000 in which 
He will give and Law and bring in the Messiah to fulfill it. All part of His Sovereign plan. Each and 
every piece is tightly woven and knit together to accomplish God’s plan according to the counsel of 
His own will.  

Genesis 45:21-26 

21 And the children of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them wagons, according to the commandment of 
Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way. 

22 To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces 
of silver, and five changes of raiment. 

23 And to his father he sent after this manner; ten asses laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten 
she asses laden with corn and bread and meat for his father by the way. 

24 So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by 
the way. 

25 And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father, 

26 And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's 
heart fainted, for he believed them not. 

     The brothers did according to what they were told, they we back to Canaan. But Joseph gave 
Benjamin 300 pieces of silver and five changes of clothes. Then look at what he says in verse 24. See 
that ye fall not out by the way. He is saying here don’t have a falling out on your journey home. You 
are leaving as one unit, arrive as one unit. 

     They arrived and told their father Jacob the news of Joseph. Just like his sons when they first 
heard the news Jacob was shocked by the totally unexpected news. Even though the record is silent 
on the matter within the Scriptures this was the perfect time for the sons to confess their sin and 
their crime concerning Joseph to their father. 
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Genesis 45:27-28 

27 And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when he saw the 
wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived: 

28 And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die. 

     Jacob saw the wagons for the journey that Joseph had sent he knew this news was true and 
declared yes, he would go down and see his son. This is about to begin a new chapter for the nation 
of Israel and this family of which this nation would come out of. All because they stopped running 
from their sin, they faced it together and dealt with it bringing about reconciliation which leads to 
God’s great blessing for each of them. 

     The lessons we can learn from this chapter are: 

1. God gives His family feasts in times of famine physically and spiritually.  
2. God controls all circumstances concerning all people both positive and negative.  
3. God will make it very clear when it is time to move.  
4. Faithfulness to God will always pay rich dividends. 

 

 

 

 

  


